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SIR, 

YOUR  MAJESTY  having 
been  gracloufly  pleafed  to  permit  niy 
late  brother,  Captain  George  Van¬ 
couver,  to  prefent  to  YOUR  MA¬ 
JESTY  the  narrative  of  his  labours, 
during  the  execution  of  your  commands 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  I  prefume  to  hope 
that,  fince  it  has  pleafed  ,^ie  Divine 
Providence  to  withdraw  him  from 
YOUR  MAJESTY’S  Service,  and  from 
the  fociety  of  his  Friends,  before  he 
could  avail  himfelf  of  that  condefcen- 
fion,  YOUR  MAJESTY  will,  with  the 
fame  benignity,  vouchfafe  to  accept  if 
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DEDICATION. 


from  my  hands,  in  dlfcharge  of  the  me¬ 
lancholy  duty  which  has  devolved  upon 
me  by  that  unfortunate  event. 

1  cannot  but  indulge  the  hope,  that 
the  following  pages  will  prove  to  YOUR 
MAJESTY,  that  Captain  Vancouver 
was  not  undefcrving  the  honour  of  the 
trufi;  repofed  in  him  ;  and  that  he  has 
fulfilled  the  objeA  of  his  commiffion 
from  YOUR  MAJESTY  with  diligence 
and  fidelitv. 

J 

Under  the  aufpices  of  YOUR  IvfA- 
JESTY,  the  late  indefatigable  Captain 
Cook  had  already  fliewn  that  a  South¬ 
ern  Continent  did  not  exift,  and  had  af- 
certained  the  important  faff  of  the  near 
approximation  of  the  Northern  Sliores 
ct  Alia  to  thofe  of  America.  To  thofe 

great 


DEDICATION. 


% 

great  difcoveries,  the  exertions  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Vancouver  will,  I  trufl,  be  found 
to  have  added  the  complete  certainty 
that,  within  the  limits  of  his  I'efearches 
on  the  Continental  Sliore  of  North  V/eft 
America,  no  internal  Sea,  or  other 

NAVIGABLE  COMMUNICATION  whatever 

exifts,  uniting  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic 
Oceans. 

/ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

SIR, 

With  the  moll  profound  refpedl, 
YOUR  MAJESTY’S 
A'loft  faithful  and  devoted 
•Subjedl  and  Ser\^ant, 

JOHN  VANCOUVER. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

). 

Publiflier  finds  it  neceffary  only  to  ftate, 
for  the  information  of  the  Purchafers  of  this 
new  Edition,  that  the  copper-plates  of  the  charts 
contained  in  the  folio  volume,  which  accompanied 
the  firfi:  Edition,  were  all  ftolen,  and  may  therefore 
be  confidered  as  irrecoverably  loft. 

The  whole  of  the  Views,  except  the  headlands 
are  retained.  The  general  chart,  and  that  of  the 
New  Difcoveries,-  S:c.  are  re-engraved,  and  will,  it  is 
conceived,  completely  fatisfy  the  majority  of  his 
Readers. 

It  muft,  however,  be  obferved,  that  the  other 
charts  are  indifpenfably  neceffary  for  fuch  as  may 
hereafter  navigate  thofe  feas.  This  Edition  Has  re- 
ceived  throughout  the  requifite  corre6lions  of  the 
Editor,  John  Vancouver,  Efq. 

*  Thefe  are  fix  in  number,  and  may  be  had,  price  Seven  Shil¬ 
lings. 
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ADVERTISExMENT. 


No  work  has  maintained  a  higher  character  in 
the  public  eftimation  than  this  Voyage,  and  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  quarto  Edition  could  alone  have  pre¬ 
vented  its  being  univerfally  read. 

The  lofs  of  the  Plates,  has,  of  courfe,  greatly  en¬ 
hanced  the  value  of  the  few  Copies  of  the  original 
Edition,  which  were  not  at  that  time  fold.  They 
may,  however,  be  had  until  Chriftmas  next,  with 
the  folio  volume  of  charts  at  Twelve  Guineas  ;  but 
fliould  any  then  remain  they  will  be  advanced  to 
Fifteen  Guineas. 

frCCADILLY, 

26M  O^ober^  1801* 
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INTRODUCTION. 

*TN  contemplating  the  rapid  progrefs  of  im¬ 
provement  in  the  fciences,  and  the  general 
diffulion  of  knowledge  iince  the  commencement 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  we  are  unavoidably 
led  to  oblerve,  with  admiration,  that  active  fpi- 
rit  of  difcovery  by  means  of  which  the  remoteft 
regions  of  the  earth  have  been  explored  ;  a  friendly 
communication  opened  with  their  inhabitants ; 
and  various  commodities,  of  a  moft  valuable  na¬ 
ture,  contributing  either  to  relieve  their  necef- 
fities,  or  augment  their  comforts,  introduced 
among  the  lefs- enlightened  part  of  our  fpecies* 
A  mutual  intercourfe  has  been  alfo  eftablillied,  in 
many  inftances,  on  the  folid  balls  of  a  reciprocity 
of  benefits  ;  and  the  productive  labour  of  the  ci¬ 
vilized  world  has  found  new  markets  for  the  dif- 
pofal  of  its  manufactures.  Nor  has  the  balance 
ot  trade  been  wholly  againft  the  people  of  the 
newly-difcovered  countries  ;  for,  whilft  fome 
have  been  enabled  to  fupply  their  vilitors  with  an 
abundance  of  food,  and  the  moft  valuable  re- 
VoL.  L  C  frefliments, 
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frcfhments,  in  exchange  for  iron,  copper,  ufeful 
implements,  and  articles  of  ornament ;  the  in- 
duftry  of  others  has  been  ftimulated  to  procure 
the  fkins  of  animals,  and  other  articles  of  a  com¬ 
mercial  nature  ;  which  they  have  found  to  be 
'  eagerly  fought  for  by  the  traders  who  now  refort 
to  their  fliores  from  Europe,  Afia,  and  the  eaf- 
tern  fide  of  North  America. 

The  great  naval  powers  of  Europe,  infpired 
vnih  a  dehre  not  only  of  acquiring,  but  alfo  of 
communicating,  knowledge,  had  extended  their 
refearches,  in  the  l6th  and  17th  centuries,  as 
far  into  the  Pacific  Ocean  as  their  limited  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  geography  of  the  earth,  at  that 
time,  enabled  them  to  penetrate.  Some  few  at¬ 
tempts  had  alfo  been  made  by  this  country  to¬ 
wards  the  conclufion  of  each  of  thofe  centuries ; 
but  it  was  not  until  the  year  1/64  that  Great 
Britain,  benefiting  by  the  experience  of  former 
enterprizes,  laid  the  foundation  for  that  vaft  ac- 
cefiiion  of  geographical  knowledge  which  flie 
has  fince  obtained,  by  the  perfeverlng  fplrit  of  her 
fucceffive  dlCilnguifhed  circumnavigators. 

By  the  introdudlion  of  nautical  aftronomy  into 
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marine  education,  we  are  taught  to  fall  on  the 
hypothenufe,  inftead  of  traverfmg  two  fides  of 
a  triangle,  which  was  the  ufage  In  earlier  times ; 
by  this  means,  the  circuitous  courfeof  all  voyages 
from  place  to  place  Is  confiderably  fliortened ; 
and  It  Is  now  become  evident,  that  fea  officers 
of  the  moft  common-rate  abilities,  who  will  take 
the  trouble  of  making  themfeivcs  acquainted 
with  the  principles  of  this  fcience,  will,  on  all 
fuitable  occafions,  with  proper  and  corred:  in- 
fiiruments,  be  enabled  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
their  fituation  in  the  Atlantic,  Indian,  or  Pacific 
Oceans,  with  a  degree  of  accuracy  fufficlent  to 
fteer  on  a  meridional  or  diagonal  line,  to  any 
known  fpot ;  provided  it  be  fufficiently  confpl- 
cuous  to  be  vifible  at  any  dlftance  from  five  to 
ten  leagues. 

This  great  improvement,  by  which  the  moft 
remote  parts  of  the  terreftrial  globe  are  brought 
fo  eafily  within  our  reach,  would  neverthelefs 
have  been  comparatively  of  little  utility,  had 
not  thofe  happy  means  been  difeovered,  for  pre- 
ferving  the  lives  and  health  of  the  officers  and 
feamen  engaged  in  fuch  diftant  and  perilous  un- 

C  2  dertakings ; 
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clertaklngs ;  which  were  fo  fuccefsfully  pradlfed 
by  Captain  Cook,  the  firft  great  difcoverer  of  this 
falutary  lyftem,  in  all  his  latter  voyages  round 
the  globe.  But  in  none  have  the  efFeds  of  his 
wife  regulations,  regimen,  and  difcipline,  been 
more  manifeft,  than  in  the  courfe  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  of  which  the  following  pages  are  deligned 
to  treat.  To  an  unremitting  attention,  not  only 
to  food,  cleanlinefs,  ventilation,  and  an  early  ad- 

t 

miniftration  of  antifeptic  provifions  and  medi¬ 
cines,  but  alfo  to  prevent,  as  much  as  poffible, 
the  chance  of  indifpofition,  by  prohibiting  indi¬ 
viduals  from  carelefsly  expofing  themfelves  to 
the  influence  of  climate,  or  unhealthy  indul¬ 
gences  in  times  of  relaxation,  and  by  relieving 
them  from  fatigue  and  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  the  moment  the  nature  of  their  duty 
would  permit  them  to  retire  ;  is  to  be  afcribed 
the  prefervation  of  the  health  and  lives  of  feafar- 
ing  people  on  long  voyages.  Inftead  of  veflhls  re¬ 
turning  from  parts,  by  no  means  very  remote,  with 
the  lofs  of  one  half,  and  fometimes  two-thirds  of 
their  crews.  In  confequence  of  fcorbutic  and  other 
contagious  diforders ;  inftances  are  now  not  want¬ 
ing 
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mg  of  laborious  fervices  having  been  performed 
in  the  moil  dlftant  regions,  in  which,  after  an 
abfence  of  more  than  three  or  four  years,  during 
which  time  the  veffels  had  been  fubje(Sed  to  all 
the  viciffitudes  of  climate,  from  the  fcorching 
heat  of  the  torrid  zone  to  the  freezing  blafts  of 
the’  ardic  or  antardic  circles,  the  crews  have  re¬ 
turned  In  perfed  health,  and  confiding  nearly 
of  every  individual  they  had  carried  out ;  whilft 
thofe  who  unfortunately  had  not  furvived,  either 
from  accident  or  dlfeafe,  did  not  exceed  in  num¬ 
ber  the  mortality  that  might  reafonably  have 
been  expeded,  during  the  fame  period  of  time, 
in  the  mod  healthy  fituatlons  of  this  country. 
To  thefe  valuable  improvements,  Great  Britain 
is,  at  this  time,  in  a  great  meafure  Indebted,  for 
her  prefent  exalted  dation  amongd  the  nations 
of  the  earth  ;  and  it  fhould  feem,  that  the  reign 
of  George  the  Third  had  been  referved  by  the 
Great  Difpofer  of  all  things,  for  the  glorious  tafk 
of  edablifliing  the  grand  key-done  to  that  ex.- 
panhve  arch,  over  which  the  arts  and  fciences 
fhould  pafs  to  the  furthermod  corners  of  the 
earth,  for  the  Indrudion  and  happlnefs  of  the 
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moft  lowly  children  of  nature.  Advantages  fo 

highly  beneficial  to  the  untutored  parts  of  the 

human  race,  and  fo  extremely  important  to  that 

large  proportion  of  the  fubjedls  of  this  empire 

who  are  brought  up  to  the  fea  fervice,  deferve 

to  be  juftly  appreciated  ;  and  it  becomes  of  very 

little  importance  to  the  bulk  of  fociety,  whofe 

enlightened  humanity  teaches  them  to  entertain 

a  lively  regard  for  the  welfare  and  Intereft  of  thole 

who  engage  in  fuch  adventurous  undertakings 

for  the  advancement  of  fcience,  or  for  the  exten- 

fion  of  commerce,  what  may  be  the  animadver- 

fions  or  farcafms  of  thofe  few  unenlightened 

minds  that  may  peevilhly  demand,  what  be- 

/ 

neficial  confequences,  if  any,  have  followed, 
or  are  likely  to  follow,  to  the  difcoverers,  or 
to  the  difcovered,  to  the  common  interefls  of 
humanity,  or  to  the  increafe  of  ufeful  know- 
ledge,  from  all  our  boafted  attempts  to  ex- 
plore  the  diftant  recelTes  of  the  globe  ?”  The 
learned  editor,"^  who  has  fo  juftly  anticipated,  this 
injudicious  remark,  has,  in  his  very  comprehen- 
fivc  introduction  to  Captain  Cook's  laft  Voyage, 

^  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Bifliop  of  Salilbury. 

» 

from 
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from  whence  the  above  quotation  is  extracted, 
given  to  the  public,  not  only  a  complete  and  fa- 
tisfadlory  anfwer  to  that  queftion,  but  has  treated 
every  other  part  of  the  fubjedl  of  Difcovery  fo 
ably,  as  to  render  any  further  obfervations  on 
former  voyages  of  this  defcription  totally  unnc- 
ceflary,  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  the  reader 
acquainted  with  what  had  been  accomplilhed, 
previoully  to  my  being  honored  with  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  commands  to  follow  up  the  labours  of  that 
illuftrious  navigator  Captain  James  Cook ;  to 
whofe  fteady,  uniform,  and  indefatigable  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  feveral  objeds  on  which  the  fuccefs 
of  his  enterprizes  ultimately  depended,  the  world 
is  indebted  for  fuch  eminent  and  important  be¬ 
nefits. 

Thofe  benefits  did  not  long  remain  unnoticed 
by  the  commercial  part  of  the  Britifli  nation. 
Remote  and  dlftant  voyages  being  now  no  longer 
objeds  of  terror,  enterprizes  were  projeded,  and 
carried  into  execution,  for  the  purpofe  of  eflab- 
lifliing  new  and  lucrative  branches  of  commerce 
between  North  Weft  America  and  China;  and 
parts  of  the  coaft  of  the  former  that  had  not  been 
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minutely  examined  by  Captain  Cook,  became  now 
the  general  refort  of  the  perfons  thus  engaged. 

Unprovided  as  thefe  adventurers  were  with 
proper  afiironomical  and  nautical  inftruments, 
and  having  their  views  direfted  almoft  intirely 
to  the  objeft  of  their  employers,  they  had  neither 
the  means,  nor  the  leifure,  that  were  indifpen-r 
fably  requifite  for  amaffing  any  certain  geogra¬ 
phical  information.  This  became  evident,  from 

the  accounts  of  their  feveral  voyages  given  to  the 

« 

public ;  in  which,  notwithftanding  that  they 
poftively  contradidled  each  other,  as  w;ell  in 
geographical  and  nautical  fails  as  in  thofe  of  a 
commercial  nature,  they  yet  agreed  in  filling  up 
the  blanks  in  the  charts  of  Captain  Cook  with 
extenfive  iflands,  and  a  coaft  apparently  much 
broken  by  numberlefs  biletS)  which  they  had  left 
almoft  intirely  unexplored. 

The  charts  accompanying  the  accounts  of  their 
voyages,  reprefentipg  the  North  Weft  coaft  of 
America  to  he  fo  much  broken  by  the  waters  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  gave  encouragement  once 
more  to  hypothefes ;  and  the  favorite  opinion 
that  had  flept  fince  the  publication  of  Captaip 

Cook’s 
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Cook’s  laft  voyage,  of  a  north -eaftern  communi¬ 
cation  between  the  w^aters  of  the  Pacific  and  At¬ 
lantic  Oceans,  was  again  roufed  from  its  ftate  of 
dumber,  and  brought  forward  wdth  renovated 
vigour.  Once  more  the  Archipelago  of  St.  La¬ 
zarus  was  called  forth  into  being,  and  its  exifiience 
almofl;  afiumed,  upon  the  authority  of  a  Spanifh 
admiral  named  De  Fonte,  De  Fonta,  or  De  Fu- 
entes  ;  and  of  a  Mr.  Nicholas  Shapely,  from  Bof- 
ton  in  America,  who  w^as  ftated  to  have  penetrat¬ 
ed  through  this  archipelago,  by  falling  through 
a  mediterranean  fea  on  the  coafl:  of  North  Weft 
America,  wdthin  a  few  leagues  of  the  oceanic 
fhores  of  that  archipelago  ;  where  he  is  faid  to  have 
met  the  Admiral.  The  ftraits  faid  to  have  been 
navigated  by  Juan  De  Fuca  w-ere  alfo  brought 
forward  in  fupport  of  this  ppinion ;  and,  al¬ 
though  the  exiftence  or  extent  of  thefe  difcove- 
ries  remained  ftill  to  be  proved  by  an  authenti¬ 
cated  furvey  of  the  countries  w  hich  had  been  thus 
ftated  to  have  been  feen  and  pafTed  through,  yet 
the  enthufiafm  of  modern  dofet  phtlojophy y  eager 
to  revenge  itfelf  for  the  refutation  of  its  former 
fallacious  fpeculatior>s,  ventured  to  accufe  Cap¬ 
tain 
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tain  Cook  of  haftlly  exploding”  its  fyftems ; 
and,  ranking  him  amongft  the  purfuers  of  peltry ^ 
dared  even  to  drag  him  forward  in  fupport  of  its 
vifionary  conjedlures. 

With  what  reafon,  or  with  what  juftice  fuch 
animadverfions  have  been  caft  upon  one,  who, 
unhappily  for  the  world,  does  not  furvive  to  en¬ 
force  his  own  judicious  opinions  founded  as  they 
wxre  on  the  folid  principles  of  experience,  and 
of  ocular  demonftration,  uninfluenced  by  any 
prejudice,  and  unbiaflTed  by  any  pre-conceived 
theory  or  hypothefis ;  it  is  not  my  province  to 
decide :  let  it  fuflice  to  fay,  that  the  labours  of 
that  diftinguifhed  charadler  wdll  remain  a  monu¬ 
ment  of  his  pre-eminent  abilities,  and  difpaflion- 
ate  inveftigation  of  the  truth,  as  long  as  fcience 
fhall  be  refpedted  in  the  civilized  world  ;  or  as 
long  as  fucceeding  travellers,  who  fhall  unite 
in  bearing  tefllmony  to  the  profundity  of  his 
Judgment,  fliall  continue  to  obtain  credit  with 
the  public. 

Although  the  ardour  of  the  prefen t  age,  to 
difeover  and  delineate  the  true  geography  of  the 
earth,  had  been  rewarded  with  uncommon  and 
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unexpedled  fuccefs,  particularly  by  the  perfever^ 
ing  exertions  of  i  this  great  man,  yet  all  was  not 
completed  ;  and  though,  fubfequent  to  his  lafh 
vlfit  to  the  coaft  of  North-Weft  America,  no 
expedition  had  been  projefted  by  Government, 
for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring  a  more  exacft  know¬ 
ledge  of  that  exteniive  and  interefting  country  ; 
yet  a  voyage  was  planned  by  his  Majefty  for  ex¬ 
ploring  fome  of  the  fouthern  regions  ;  and  In  the 
autumn  of  the  year  1789,  directions  were  given 
for  carrying  it  into  eifect. 

Captain  Henry  Roberts,  of  known  and  tried 
abilities,  who  had  ferved  under  Captain  Cook 
during  his  two  laft  voyages,  and  whofe  attention 
to  the  fcientific  part  of  his  profeffion  had  afforded 
that  great^  navigator  frequent  opportunities  of 
naming  him  with  much  refpect,  was  called  upon 
to  take  charge  of,  and  to  command,  the  propof- 
ed  expedition. 

At  that  period,  I  had  juft  returned  from  a  Ra¬ 
tion  at  Jamaica,  under  the  command  of  Com¬ 
modore  (now  Vice-Admiral)  Sir  Alan  Gardner, 
'who  mentioned  me  to  Lord  Chatham  and  the 
Board  of  Admiralty ;  and  I  was  foliclted  to  aci- 
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company  Captain  Roberts  as  his  fecond.  In  this 
propofal  I  acquiefced,  and  found  myfelf  very  plea- 
fantly  fituated,  in  being  thus  connedled  with  a 
fellow-travxller  for  whofe  abilities  I  bore  the 
greateft  refpedl,  and  in  whofe  friendfhip  and 
good  opinion  I  was  proud  to  poflefs  a  place.  And 
as  we  had  failed  together  with  Captain  Cook  on 
his  voyage  towards  the  fouth  pole,  and  as  both 
had  afterwards  accompanied  him  with  Captain 
Clerke  in  the  Difeovery  during  his  laft  voyage, 
I  had  no  doubt  that  we  were  engaged  in  an  ex¬ 
pedition,  which  would  prove  no  lefs  interefting 
to  my  friend  than  agreeable  to  my  wiflies. 

A  fhip,  proper  for  the  fervice  under  contem¬ 
plation,  was  ordered  to  be  provided.  In  the  yard 
of  Meffrs.  Randall  and  Brent,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Thames,  a  veffel  of  340  tons  burthen  was 
nearly  finlfhed ;  and  as  fhe  would  require  but 
few  alterations  to  make  her  in  every  refped:  fit 
for  the  purpofe,  fhe  was  purchafed ;  and,  on  her 
being  launched,  was  narned  the  Difeovery. 

The  firft  day  of  the  year  1790  the  Difeovery 
was  commiflioned  by  Captain  Roberts  ;  fome  of 
the  othet  officers  were  alfo  appoirited,  ^nd  the 
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111  ip  was  conduftsd  to  His  Majefty’s  dock -yard 
at  Deptford,  where  fhe  was  put  into  a  ftate  ot 
equipment ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  executed 
with  all  the  difpatch  that  the  nature  of  the  fer- 
vice  required. 

/ 

For  fome  time  previous  to  this  period  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  rouied  by  the  fuccefsful  efforts  of  the 
Britifli  nation  to  obtain  a  more  extended  know- 

I 

ledge  of  the  earth,  had  not  only  ventured  to 
vifit  fome  of  the  newly-difcovered  iflands  in  the 
tropical  regions  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  but  had 
alfo,  in  the  year  17/5,  with  a  fpirit  fomewhat 
analogous  to  that  which  prompted  their  firfi:  dif- 
covery  of  America,  extended  their  refearches  to 
the  northward,  along  the  coafl  of  North-Weft 
America.  But  this  undertaking  did  not  feem 
to  have  reached  beyond  the  acquirement  of  a 
very  fuperficlal  knowledge  of  the  fhores ;  and 
though  thefe  were  found  to  be  extremely  broken, 
and  divided  by  the  waters  of  the  Pacific,  yet  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  meafiires  were  purfued 
by  them'  for  ‘  afcertalning  the  extent  to  which 
thofe  waters  penetrated  into  the  interior  of  the 
American  continent. 

This 


/ 


46  INTRODUCTION. 

This  apparent  indifference  in  exploring  new 
countries,  ought  not,  however,  to  be  attributed  to 
a  deficiency  in  fkill,  or  to  a  want  of  fpirit  for  en- 
terprize,  in  the  commander^  of  that  expedition; 
becaufe  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  the 
extreme  caution  which  has  fo  long  and  fo  rigidly 
governed  the  court  of  Madrid,  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  poffible,  not  only  their  American,  but 
likewife  their  Indian,  efhablifhments  from  being 
vifited  by  any  .Europeans,  (unlefs  they  were  fub- 
jedlsi  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  liable  to  a  mi¬ 
litary  tribunal)  had  greatly  confpired,  with  other 
confiderations  of  a  political  nature,  to  reprefs  that 
defire  of  adding  to  the  fund  of  geographical 
knowledge,  which  has  fo  eminently  difflnguifhed 
this  country.  And  hence  it  is  not  extraordinary, 
that  the  difeovery  of  a  north-weftern  navigable 
communication  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pa¬ 
cific  Oceans,  fhould  not  have  been  confidered  as 
an  objedl  much  to  be  defired  by  the  Spanifh 
court.  Since  that  expedition,  however,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  feem  to  have  confidered  their  former  na¬ 
tional  character  as  in  fome  meafure  at  flake  ;  and 
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they  have  certainly  become  more  acquainted  than 
they  were  with  the  extenfive  countries  immedi¬ 
ately  adjoining  to  their  immenfe  empire  in  the 
new  world  ;  yet  the  meafures  that  they  adopted 
in  order  to  obtain  that  information,  wxre  ex¬ 
ecuted  in  fo  defective  a  manner,  that  all  the  im¬ 
portant  queftions  to  geography  ftill  remained  un¬ 
decided,  and  in  the  fame  ftate  of  uncertainty. 

Towards  the  end  of  April,  the  Difcovery  was, 
in  moft  refpe6ls,  in  a  condition  to  proceed  down 
the  river,  when  intelligence  was  received  that 
the  Spaniards  had  committed  depredations  on 
different  branches  of  the  Britifh  commerce  on 
the  coaft  of  North- Weft  America,  and  that  they 
had  feized  on  the  Engliili  veffels  and  factories  in 
Nootka  found.  This  intelligence  gave,  rife  to 
difputes  between  the  courts  of  London  and  Ma¬ 
drid,  which  wore  the  threatening  appearance  of 
being  terminated  by  no  other  means  than  thofe 
of  reprizal.  In  confequence  of  this  an  armament 
took  place,  and  the  further  pacific  equipment  of 
the  Difcovery  was  fufpended ;  he;*  ftores  and 
provifions  were  returned  to  the  refpe<ftive  offices, 
and  her  officers  and  men  were  enaasred  in  more 
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a<fl;Ive  fervice.  On  this  occafion  I  refumed  my 
'  profeffion  under  my  highly-efteemed  friend,  Sir 
Alan  Gardner,  then  captain  of  the  Courageux, 
where  I  remained  until  the  17th  of  the  Novem¬ 
ber  following ;  when  I  was  ordered  to  repair  to 
town  for  the  purpofe  of  attending  to  the  com¬ 
mands  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty. 

The  uncommon  celerity,  and  unparalleled  dif- 
patch,  which  attended  the  equipment  of  one  of 
the  noblefh  fleets  that  Great  Britain  ever  faw,  had 
probably  its  due  influence  upon  the  court  of  Ma¬ 
drid,  for,  in  the  Spanifli  convention,  which  was 
confequent  on  that  armament,  refliitution  w^as 
offered  to  this  country  for  the  captures  and  ag- 
greffions  made  by  the  fubjedts  of  his  Catholic 
Majefliy  ;  together  with  an  acknowledgment  of 
an  equal  right  with  Spain  to  the  exercife  and 
profecution  of  all  commercial  undertakings  in 
thofe  feas,  reputed  before  to  belong  only  to  the 
Spanifh  crowm.  The  extenfive  branches  of  the 
fifheries,  and  the  fur  trade  to  China,  being  con- 
fidered  as  objects  of  very  material  importance  to 
this  country,  it  was  deemed  expedient,  that  an 
officer  fhould  be  fent  to  Nootka  to  receive  back. 
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in  form,  a  reftitution  of  the  territories  on  which 
the  Spaniards  had  feized,  and  alfo  to  make  an 
accurate  furvey  of  the  coaft,  from  the  30th  de¬ 
gree  of  north  latitude  north-weftward  toward 
Cook’s  river ;  and  further,  to  obtain  every  pof- 
fible  information  that  could  be  colledted  refpecl- 
ing  the  natural  and  political  ftate  of  that  country. 

The  outline  of  this  intended  expedition  was 
communicated  to  me,  and  I  had  the  honor  of 
being  appointed  to  the  command  of  it.  At  this 
juncture  it  appeared  to  be  of  importance,  that  all 
poffible  exertion  fhould  be  made  in  its  equips 
ment ;  and  as  the  Difcovery,  which  had  been  fe- 
ledled  on  the  former  occafion,  was  now  rigged, 
fome  of  her  ftores  provided,  and  llie  herfelf  con- 
fidered,  in  moft  relpedts,  as  a  veflel  well  calcu¬ 
lated  for  the  voyage  under  contemplation,  fhe 
was  accordingly  diredled  to  be  got  ready  for  that 
fervice ;  and  the  Chatham  armed  tender,  of  135 
tons  burthen,  built  at  Dover,  having  been  def- 
tined  to  accompany  the  Difcovery  on  the  former 
occafion,  was  ordered  to  be  equipped  to  attend 
on  the  voyage  now  to  be  undertaken,  and  was 
VoL.  1.  D  fent 
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fent  to  Woolwich  to  receive  fuch  neceflary  re¬ 
pairs  and  alterations  as  were  deemed  requifite. 

The  Difcovery  was  copper-faftened,  Iheathed 
with  plank,  and  ^  coppered  over ;  the  Chatham 
only  Iheathed  with  copper.  The  former  mount¬ 
ed  ten  four-pounders,  and  ten  fwivels ;  the  latter, 
four  three-pounders  and  fix  fwivels.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  lift  will  exhibit  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
/ 

officers  and  men  ip  the  two  veftels. 
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An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Oncers  and  Men  on 
hoard  the  Difovery  Sloop  of  War^  hi  December, 
1790. 


OFFICERS. 

NO. 

nam.es. 

Captain 

1 

George  Vancouver. 
C  Zacharrah  Mudge, 

Lieutenants 

3 

■s  Peter  Puget, 

Jofeph  Baker. 

Mafter 

1 

Jofeph  Whidbey. 

Boatfwain 

1 

Carpenter 

1 

Gunner  - 

1 

Surgeon  - 

1 

Midfhipmen 
Mafter’s  mates  - 

6 

3 

Boatfwain’s  mates 

3 

Carpenter’s  mates 

3 

Gunner’s  mates 

2 

Surgeon’s  mates 

2 

Carpenter’s  crew 

4 

Mafter  at  arms 

1 

r 

Corporal 

1 

Sail-maker 

1 

i 

Sail-maker’s  mate 

1 

Armourer  - 

1 

Cook 

1 

Cook’s-mate 

1 

Clerk 

1 

Quartermafters 

6 

Able  Seam.en 

.38 

Serjeant  ■- 

1  1 

Corporal 

1  f 

Marines. 

Privates 

14^ 

Total  100 

An 

Total  100 
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An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Officers  and  Men  on 
hoard  the  Chatham  armed  Tender ,  in  December^ 

1790. 


OFFICERS.  NO. 

Commander  -  1 

Lieutenant  -  1 

Matter  -  1 

Boatfwain  -  1 

Carpenter  -  1 

Gunner  -  1 

Surgeon  -  I 

Midfhipmen  -  4 

Matter’s  mates  2 

Boatfwain’s  mates  2 
Carpenter’s  mates  2 
Gunner’s  mates  2 

Surgeon’s  mate  1 

Sail-maker  -  1 

t 

Armourer  -  1 

Clerk  -  -  1 

Quarter  matters  4 

Able  Seamen  10 
Serjeant  -  1 

Privates  -  7 


NAMES. 

Lieut.  W.  R.  Broughton, 
James  Hanfon. 

James  Johnftone, 


Marines. 


Total  45 
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■  1  had  great  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  thefe  ar¬ 
rangements  ;  the  fecond  and  third  lieutenants, 
and  the  mafter  of  the  Difcovery,  w^hom  I  had  the 
honor  of  being  allowxd  to  name  for  this  fervice, 
had'  all  ferved  fome  years  with  me,  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Alan  Gardner,  both  at  home 
and  in  the  Weft- Indies ;  the  other  officers  were 
men  of  known  charadter,  pofleffing  good  abili¬ 
ties,  and  excellent  difpofitions,  which  their  fub- 
fequent  condud:  and  zeal,  exhibited  on  all  occa- 
fions,  fufficiently  demonftrated* 

In  the  former  equipment  of  the  Difcox^ery, 
Captain  Roberts  and  myfelf  had  undertaken  to 
make  all  fuch  aftronomical  and  nautical  obferva- 
tions,  as  the  circumftances  occurring  in  the 
voyage  might  demand.  This  talk  now  devolved 
upon  me  alone ;  but  with  the  affiftance  of  Mr„ 
Whidbev,  I  entertained  little  doubt  of  accom^ 
plifliing  the  propofed  objed,  at  leaft  in  an  lifeful 
manner ;  for  which  purpofe  we  were  fupplied  by 
the  Navy  Board  with  fuch  an  affortment  of  in- 
ftruments  as  I  confidered  to  be  neceftary. 

It  was  with  infinite  fatisfadion  that  I  faw, 
amongft  the  officers  and  young  gentlemen  of 
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the  quarter-deck,  fome  who,  with  little  Inrtrtic-' 
tion,  would  foon  be  enabled  to  conftrud:  charts^ 
take'  plans  of  bays  and  harbours,  draw  landfcapes, 
and  make  faithful  reprefentatlons  of  the  feveral 
headrlands,  coafts,  and  countries,  whibh  we 
might  difcovef  ;  .thus,  by  the  united  efforts  of  our 
little  community,  the  whole  of  ' oar  proceedings, 
and’  the  information  we  might  obtain  in  the 
courfe  of  the  voyage,  would  be  rendered  profitable 
to  thofe  who  might  fucceed  us  in  traverfing  the 
remote  parts  of  the  globe  that  we  were  deftined 
to  explore,  without  the  affiftance  of  profeffional 
perfons,  as  aftronomers  or  draftfmen. 

, Botany,  however,  was  an  objed:  of  fcientifie 
iriquiry  with  which  no  one  of  us  was  much  ac¬ 
quainted  ;  but  as,  in  expeditions  of  a  fimilar  na¬ 
ture,  the  rnoft  valuable  opportunities  bad  been 
afforded  for  adding  to  the  general  flock  of  bota¬ 
nical  information,  Mr.  Archibald  Menzies,  a 
furgeon  in  the  royal  navy,  who  had  before  vifited 
the  Pacific  Ocean  in  one  of  the  veffels  employed 
in  the  fur  trade,  was  appointed  for  the  fpecific 
purpofe  of  making  fuch  refearches ;  and  had, 
doubtlefs,  given  fufficient  proof  of  his  abilitic?, 
.. 
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to  qualify  him  for  the  ftation  it  was  intended  he 
lliould  fill.  For  the  purpofe  of  preferving  fuch 
tievv  or  uncommon  plants  as  he  might  deem 
vv^orthy  of  a  place  amongli  his  Majefty’s  very  va¬ 
luable  colledlion  of  exotics  at  Kew,  a  glazed 
frame  was  eredled  on  the  after  part  of  the  quar¬ 
ter-deck,  for  the  reception  of  thofe  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  collecting. 

The  Board  of  Admiralty,  greatly  attentive  to 
our  perfonal  comforts,  gave  diredlions  that  the 
Difcoverj  and  Chatham  fhould  each  be  fupplied 
with  all  fuch  articles  as  might  be  confidered  in 
any  way  likely  to  become  necefifary,  during  the 
execution  of  the  long  and  arduous  fervlce  in 
which  we  were  about  to  engage.  Our  ftores, 
from  the  naval  arfenals,  were  ordered  to  be  fer 
ledled  of  the  verv  bell  forts,  and  to  be  made 
wdth  materials  of  the  beft  quality.  In  addition 
to  the  ordinary  eftablilhmeiit,  we  were  fupplied 
wdth  a  large  aiiortment  of  feines  and  other  ufeful 
finding  tackle  of  various  kinds.  The  provlfions 
were  furnillied  at  the  \i6iualiing-office  with  the 
greateft  care,  all  of  w'hich  proved  to  be  excellent, 
and  manlfeiled  the  judgment  wdiich  had  been 
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exercifed  in  the  feledlion  and  preparation  of  the 
fcveral  articles.  To  thefe  were  added  a  large 
proportion  of  four-krout,  portable  foup,  wheat 
inftead  of  the  ufual  fupply  of  oatmeal  for  break- 
faft,  the  eflence  of  malt  and  fpruce,  malt,  hops^ 
dried  yeaft,  flour,  and  feed  mufiard  ;  which  may 
all  be  confidered  as  articles  of  food.  Thofe  of  a 
medicinal  nature,  with  which  we  wxre  amply 
fupplied,  were  Dr.  James’s  powders;  vitriolic 
elixir ;  the  rob  of  lemons  and  oranges,  in  fucli 
quantities  and  proportions  as  the  furgeon  thought 
requifite ;  together  with  an  augmentation  to 
the  ufual  allowance,  amounting  to  a  hundred 
wxight,  of  the  befl:  peruvian  bark. 

To  render  our  vifits  as  acceptable  as  pofTible 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands  or  continent  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  to  eftablifli  on  a  firm  bafis 
a  friendly  intercourfe  with  the  feveral  tribes  wdth 
which  we  might  occafionally  meet.  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  directed  that  a  liberal  affortment  of  various 
*  European  commodities,  both  of  a  ufeful  and  or¬ 
namental  nature,  fhould  be  fent  on  board  from 
the  Secretary  of  State’^s  office.  From  the  Board 
of  Ordnance  the  veffels  were  fupplied  wdtb  every 
"  thing 


INTRODUCTION. 


57 


thing  neceffary  for  our  defence,  and  amongfl: 
other  articles  were  four  well-contrived  three- 
pound  held  pieces,  for  the  protedlion  of  our  little 
encampment  againh;  any  hoftile  attempts  of  the 
native  Indians,  amongfi:  whom  we  fhould  necef- 
farily  have  frequent  occaiion  to  refide  on  fhore ; 
and  for  the  amufement  and  entertainment  of 
fuch  as  were  peaceably  and  friendly  difpofed  to¬ 
wards  us,  we  w^ere  furnifhed  with  a  moft  excel¬ 
lent  affortment  of  w-ell-prepared  hrew^orks.  So 
that  nothing  feemed  to  have  been  forgotten,  or 
omitted,  that  might  render  our  equipment  as 
complete  as  the  nature  of  the  fervice  we  were 
about  to  execute  could  be  confidered  to  demand* 
But  as  I  have  hitherto  only  pointed  out  in  ge- 

f 

neral  terms  the  outline  of  the  intended  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  the  various  objects  it  propofed  to  embrace, 
and  the  end  it  w^as  expedled  to  anfwer,  will  be 
more  clearly  perceived  by  the  perufal  of  the  in- 
ftrudllons  under  which  I  was  to  fall,  and  by  which 
I  was  to  govern  my  condudl ;  and  the  reader  will 
be  thereby  enabled  to  form  a  judgment,  how  far 
his  majefty’s  commands,  during  this  voyage,  have 
been  properly  carried  into  execution. 

By 
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By  the  Commiffioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  Lord  Hie:h  Admiral  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  &c. 

The  King  having  judged  it  expedient,  that 
an  expedition  fhould  be  immediately  undertaken 
for  acquiring  a  more  complete  knowledge,  than 
has  yet  been  obtained,  of  the  north- wxft  coaft  of 
America  ;  and,  the  iloop  you  command,  together 
with  the  Chatham  armed  tender  (the  Lieutenant 
commanding  which,  has  been  dlredled  to  follow 
your  orders)  having  been  equipped  for  that  fer- 
vice ;  you  are.  In  piirfuance  of  his  Majefty’s 
pleafure,  fignlfied  to  us  by  L/ord  Grenville,  one 
of  his  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  hereby  re¬ 
quired  and  diredled  to  proceed,  without  lofs  of 
time,  Vvith  the  faid  iloop  and  tender,  to  the 
Sandwich  iflands  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean, 
where  you  arc  to  remain  during  the  next  winter; 
employing  yoiirfelf  very  diligently  in  the  exami¬ 
nation  and  furvey  of  the  faid  iflands  :  and,  as 
foon  as  the  w^eather  fliail  be  favmrable  (wdilch 
may  be  expedted  to  be  in  February,  or  at  latefl:  in 
March,  1792)  you  are  to  repair  to  the  north- wmfl: 
coafl:  of  America,  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring 
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a  tnore  complete  knowledge  of  it^,  as  above  men¬ 
tioned. 

It  having  been  agreed,  the  late  conven¬ 
tion  between  his  Majefty  and  the  Catholic  King, 
(a  printed  copy  of  which  you  will  receive  here¬ 
with)  that  the  buildings  and  tracts  of  land,  iitu- 
ated  on  the  north-wxft  coaft  above  mentioned, 
or  on  Iflands  adjacent  thereto^  of  which  the  fub- 
jedts  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  w^ere  difpoffeffed 
about  the  month  of  April,  l/SQ,  by  a  Spanifh 
officer,  fhall  be  reftored  to  the  faid  Britiffi  fub- 
jedts,  the  court  of  Spain  has  agreed  to  fend  orders 
for  that  purpofe  to  its  officers  in  that  part  of  the 
wwld  ;  but  as  the  particular  fpeclfication  of  the 
parts  to  be  reftored  may  ftdli  require  fome  further 
time,  it  is  intended  that  the  King’s  orders,  for 
this  purpofe,  ffiall  be  fent  out  to  the  Sandwich 
iflands,  by  a  veffel  to  be  employed  to  carry  thi¬ 
ther  a  further  ftore  of  provifions  for  the  hoop  and 
armed  tender  above  mentioned,  which  it  is  meant 
fhall  fail  from  this  country  in  time  to  reach  thofe 
iflands  in  the  courfe  of  next  wdnter. 

If,  therefore,  in  confequciice  of  the  arrange¬ 
ment  to  be  made  with  the  court  of  Spain,  it 

fhould 
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Ihould  hereafter  be  determined  that  you  fliould 
proceed,  In  the  firft  inftance,  to  Nootka,  or  clfe- 
where,  in  order  to  receive,  from  the  Spanifh  offi¬ 
cers,  fuch  lands  or  buildings  as  are  to  be  reftored 
to  the  Britifh  fubjedls ;  orders  to  that  effedl  will 
be  fent  out  by  the  veffel  above  mentioned.  But 
if  no  fuch  orders  Ihould  be  received  by  you  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  end  of  January,  1 7Q2,  you  are  not 
to  wait  for  them  at  the  Sandwich  iOands,  but  to 
proceed  in  fuch  courfe  as  you  may  judge  moft 
expedient  for  the  examination  of  the  coaft  above 
mentioned,  comprized  between  latitude  Oo®  north 
and  30^  north. 

In  which  examination  the  principal  objedls. 
which  you  are  to  keep  in  view  are, 

ift.  The  acquiring  accurate  information  with 
refpeft  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  any  w^ater- 
commuaication  which  may  tend,  in  any  conli- 
derabie  degree,  to  facilitate  an  intercourfe  for  the 
purpofcs  of  commerce,  between  the  north -weft 
coaft,  and  the  country  upon  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  continent,  which  are  inhabited  or  occupied 
by  his  Majefty’s  fubjefts. 

2dly,  The  afcertaining,  with  as  mucli  precl- 

fion 
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fion  as  poffible,  the  number,  extent,  and  fitua- 
tion  of  any  fettlements  which  have  been  made 
within  the  limits  above  mentioned,  by  any  Eu¬ 
ropean  nation,  and  the  time  when  fuch  fettle- 
ment  was  firft  made. 

With  refped:  to  the  fir'd  obje6l,  it  would  be 
of  great  importance  if  it  fhould  be  found  that, 
by  means  of  any  confiderable  inlets  of  the  fea,  or 
even  of  large  rivers  communicating  with  the  lakes 
in  the  interior  of  the  continent,  fuch  an  inter- 
courfe,  as  hath  been  already  mentioned,  could 
be  eftablilhed ;  it  will  therefore  be  necelfary,  for 

m 

the  purpofe  of  afcertalning  this  point,  that  the 
furvey  fliould  be  fo  conducted,  as  not  only  to  af- 
certain  the  general  line  of  the  fea  coaft,  but  alfo 
the  direction  and  extent  of  all  fuch  confiderable 
Inlets,  whether  made  by  arms  of  the  fea,  or  by 
the  mouths  of  large  rivers,  as  may  be  likely  to 
lead  to,  or  facilitate,  fuch  communication  as  is 
above  defer ibed. 

This  being  the  principal  obje6t  of  the  exa¬ 
mination,  fo  far  as  relates  to  that  part  of  the  lub- 
jedt,  it  neceflarily  follows,  that  a  conliderabie  de- 
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gree  of  difcrction  muft  be  left,  and  is  therefore 
left  to  you,  as  to  the  means  of  executing  the  fer- 
vice  which  his  Majefty  has  in  view ;  but,  as  far 
as  any  general  inftrudlions  can  here  be  given  on 
the  fubjedt,  it  feems  defirable  that,  in  order  to 
avoid  any  unneceffary  lofs  of  time,  you  fhould 
not,  and  are  therefore  hereby  required  and  di- 
redled  not  to  purfue  any  inlet  or  river  further 
than  it  diall  appear  to  be  navigable  by  veffels  of 
fuch  burden  as  might  fafely  navigate  the  Pacific 
Ocean :  but,  as  the  navigation  of  fuch  inlets  or 
rivers,  to  the  extent  here  ftated,  may  poffibly  re¬ 
quire  that  you  fiiould  proceed  up  them  further 
than  it  might  be  fafe  for  the  floop  you  command 
to  go,  you  are,  In  fuch  cafe,  to  take  the  comr 
mand  of  the  armed  tender  in  perfon,  at  all  fuch 
times,  and  in  fich  fituations  as  you  lhall  judge 
it  necefiary  and  expedient. 

The  particular  courfe  of  the  furvey  muft 
depend  on  the  different  circumftances  which  may 
arife  in  the  execution  of  a  fervlce  of  this  nature ; 

.  it  Is,  however,  proper  that  you  fliould,  and  you 
are  therefore  hereby  required  and  diredled  to  pay 

a  particular 
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u  particular  attention  to  the  examination  of  the 
fuppofed  ftraits  of  Juan  de  Fuca,  faid  to  be  fitu- 
ated  between  48°  and  4Q^  north  latitude,  and  to 
lead  to  an  opening  through  which  the  floop 
Wafhington  is  reported  to  have  palfed  in  1789, 
and  to  have  come  out  again  to  the  northward  of 
Nootka.  The  dlfcovery  of  a  near  communication 
between  any  fuch  fea  or  fiirait,  and  any  river 
running  into,  or  from  the  lake  of  the  woods, 
w^ould  be  particularly  ufefuL 

If  you  fhould  fail  of  difcovering  any  fuch 
inlet,  as  is  above  mentioned,  to  the  fouthw^ard  of 
Cook’s  river,  there  Is  the  greateft  probability  that 

it  will  be  found  that  the  faid  river  rifes  in  fome  of 

« 

the  lakes  already  knowm  to  the  Canadian  traders, 
and  to  the  fervants  of  the  Hudfon’s  bay  company  ; 
which  point  it  w^ould,  in  that  cafe,  be  material  to 
afcertain ;  and  you  are,  therefore,  to  endeavour 
to  afcertain  accordingly,  with  as  much  precifion 
as  the  circumftances  exifting  at  the  time  may  al¬ 
low  :  but  the  difcovery  of  any  fimilar  communi- 
cation  more  to  the  fouthward  (fliould  any  fuch 
exift)  would  be  much  more  advantageous  for  the 

purpofes 
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purpofes  of  commerce,  and  Ihould,  therefore,  be 
preferably  attended  to,  and  you  are,  therefore, 
to  give  it  a  preferable  attention  accordingly. 

With  refpedl  to  the  fecond  objedt  above 
mentioned,  it  is  probable  that  more  particular 
inftrudlions  will  be  given  you  by  the  veffel  to  be 
fent  to  the  Sandwich  iflands  as  aforefaid ;  but, 
if  not,  you  are  to  be  particularly  careful  in  the 
execution  of  that,  and  every  other  part  of  the  fer- 
vice  with  which  you  are  entrufted,  to  avoid,  with 
the  utmoft  caution,  the  giving  any  ground  of 
jealoufy  or  complaint  to  the  fubjedls  of  His  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majefty ;  and,  if  you  fhould  fall  in  with 
any  Spanifli  fliips  employed  on  any  fervice  fimi- 
lar  to  that  which  is  hereby  committed  to  you, 
you  are  to  afford  to  the  officer  commanding  fuch 
Ihips  every  poffible  degree  of  affiftance  and  infor¬ 
mation,  and  to  offer  to  him,  that  you,  and  he, 
lliould  make  to  each  other,  reciprocally,  a  free 
and  unreferved  communication  of  all  plans  and 
charts  of  difcoveiies  made  by  you  and  him  in 
your  refpedlive  voyages. 

If,  in  the  courfe  of  any  part  of  this  fervice, 

you. 
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you,  Or  the  officers  or  the  people  under  your 
command,  ffiould  meet  with  the  fubjecSs  or  vef- 
fels  of  any  other  power  or  ftate,  you  and  they 
are  to  treat  them  in  the  moft  friendly  maiiner, 
and  to  be  careful  not  to  do  any  thing  which  may 
give  occafion  to  any  interruption  of  that  peace 
which  now  happily  fubfifts  between** His  Majefty 
and  all  other  powers. 

The  whole  of  the  iurvey  above  mentioned 
(if  carried  on  with  a  view  to  the  objects  before 
ftated,  without  too  minute  and  particular  an  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  detail  of  the  different  parts  of 
the  coafi:  laid  down  by  it)  may,  as  it  is  under- 
ftood,  probably  be  completed  in  the  fummers  of 
I7g2  and  1793;  and,  in  the  intermediate  win¬ 
ter,  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  repair,  and  you 
are  hereby  required  and  diredled  to  repair  ac¬ 
cordingly,  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands;  and,  durr 
ing  your  ftay  there,  you  are  to  endeavour  to 
complete  any  part  which  may  be  unfinifhed  of 
your  examination  of  thofe  iflands. 

After  the  conclufion  of  your  furvey  in  the 
fummer  of  1793,  you  are,  if  the  ftate  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  floop  and  tender  under  your 
VoL.  I.  E  command 
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Gommarid  will  admit  of  it,  to  return  to  England 
by  Cape  Horn,  (for  which  the  feafon  will  then 
probably  be  favorable  ;)-  repairing  to  Spithead, 
where  you  are  to  remain  until  you  receive  fur¬ 
ther  order ;  and  fending  to  our  fecretary  an  ac¬ 
count  of  your  arrival  and  proceedings. 

It  feems  doubtful,  at  prefent,  how  far  the 

time  may  admit  of  your  making  any  particular 

examination  of  the  weftern  coaft  of  South  Ame- 

► 

rica ;  but,  if.it  iliould  be  prafticable,  you  are  to 
begin  fuch  examination  from  the  fouth  point  of 
the  ifland  of  Chiloe,  which  is  in  about  44^  fouth 
latitude  ;  and  you  are,  in  that  cafe,  to  direct  your 
attention  to  afcertaining  w^hat  is  the  mofl:  fouth- 
ern  Spanifli  fettlement  on  that  coaft,  and  what 
harbours  there  are  fouth  of  that  fettlement. 

•  In  the  execution  of  every  part  of  this  fer- 
vice,  it  is  very  material  that  you  fliould  ufe,  and 
you  are  therefore  hereby  ftridlly  charged  to  ufe 
every  poffible  care  to  avoid  difputes  i  with  the 
natives  of  any  of  the  parts  wEere  you  may  touch, 
and  to  be  particularly  attentive  to  endeavour,  by 
a  judicious  dlftribution  of  the  prefents,  (which 
have  been  put  oij  board  the  Hoop  and  tender 

;  under 


INTRODUCTION. 


67 


\)ridef  your  command,  by  order  of  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville)  and  by  all  other  means,  to  conciliate  their 
friendfliip  and  confidence.  Given  under  our 
hands  the  8th  of  March,  1791.” 

Chatham. 

Rd.  Hopkins. 

Hood. 

J.  T.  Townsend.’’ 

To  Qeorge  Vancouver y  Efq, 

Commander  of  His  Majeffs 
Sloop  the  Dlfcoverjy  at  FaT 
mouthy 

By  command  of  their  Lordfhips^ 

Ph.  Stephens.” 

I 


ADDITIONAL  INSTRUCTIONS. 

By  the  Commiffioners  for  executing 
the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of 

t 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  &c. 
Lieutenant  He'rgeft,  commanding  the  Das- 
cialus  tranfport,  (by -whom  you  will  receive  this) 

t 

being  diredled  to  put  himfelf  under  your  com- 
tnand,‘’ahd  to  follow  your  orders  for  his  further 
proceedings ;  you  are  hereby  required  and  direxS:*^ 

E  2  ed, 
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ed,  to  take  him,  and  the  faid  tranfport,  under 
your  command  accordingly  ;  receiving  from  her 
the  provifions  and  ftores  intended  for  the  ufe  of 
the  floopyou  command,  and  the  Chatham  armed 
tender,  or  fuch  part  thereof  as  the  faid  fhip  and 
tender  fliall  be  able  to  flow. 

And  whereas  you  will  receive  herewith  a 
duplicate  of  a  letter  from  Count  Florida  Blanca, 
to  the  Spanifh  officer  commanding  at  Nootka, 
(together  with  a  tranflation  thereof)  fignifying 
His  Catholic  Majefty’s  orders  to  caufe  fuch  of¬ 
ficer  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  His 
Britannic  Majefty,  to  he  put  hi  pojfejjion  of  the 
huildings,  and  dlftHdis,  or  parcels  of  lands  therein 
deferihed,  which  were  occupied  by  His  Majfiys 
fubjedis  in  the  month  of  April,  1/89,  agreeable  to 
the  firji  article  of  the  late  convention,  (a  copy  of 
which  has  been  fent  to  you)  and  to  deliver  up 
any  perfons  in  the  fervice  of  Britifh  fubjedts  wFo 
may  have  been  detained  in  thofe  parts ;  in  cafe> 
therefore,  you  fhall  receive  this  at  Nootka,  you 
are  to  deliver  to  the  Spanifh  officer,  commanding 
at  that  port,  the  above-mentioned  letter  from 
Count  Florida  Blanca>  and  to  receive  from  him, 

conformably 
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conformably  thereto,  on  the  part  of  His  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty,  poffeffion  of  the  buildings  and  dif- 
tridls,  and  parcels  of  land,  of  which  His  Majef- 
ty’s  fubjedis  were  poffeflcd  at  the  above-mention¬ 
ed  period. 

‘‘  In  cafe,  however,  this  fhall  not  find  you  at 
Nootka,  when  Lieutenant  Hergeft  arrives  there, 
but  be  delivered  to  you  at  the  Sandwich  iflands, 
•or  elfewhere,  and  the  fald  lieutenant  fhall  not 
have  then  carried  into  execution  the  fervice  abover 
mentioned,  (which  in  the  event  of  his  not  falling 
in  with  you  he  is  diredled  to  do)  you  are  imme¬ 
diately  to  proceed  to  Nootka,  and  to  carry  that 
fervice  into  execution  as  above  diredfed,  taking 
the  faid  lieutenant  and  tranfport  with  you  if  you 
Iliall  judge  it  neceffary.  But  as  they  are  intended 
..afterwards  to  proceed  to  New  South  Wales,  to 
be  employed  there,  under  the  orders  of  commo¬ 
dore  Phillip,  you  are  not  to  detain  them  at 
Nootka,  the  Sandwich  iflands,  or  elfewhere, 
longer  than  may  be  abfolutely  ncccfliiry,  hut  .to 
diredl  Lieutenant  Kergeft  to  repair  with  the 
faid  tranfport  to  port  Jackfon,  with  fuch  llye 
.ftock,  and  other  refrefliments,  as  may  be  likely  to 

E  3  be 
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be  of  ufe  in  the  fettlements  there  ;  and  to  touch 
at  New  Zealand  in  his  way,  from  whence  he  is 
to  ufe  his  beft  endeavours  to  take  with  him  one 
or  two  flax“dreffers,  in  order  that  the  new'  fet- 
tiers  at  port  Jackfon  may,  if  polTible,  be  pro¬ 
perly  in  the  management  of  that  valuable  plant. 

Previous,  however,  to  your  difpatching  him 
to  port  Jackfon,  you  are  to  confider  whether,  in 
cafe  of  your  not  being  able  to  take  on  board  the 
whole  of  the  tranfport’s  cargo,  any  future  fupply 
of  the  articles  of  which  it  is  compofed,  will  be 
neceffary  to  enable  you  to  continue  your  in¬ 
tended  furvey;  and,  if  fo,  you  are  to  be  careful 
to  fend  notice  thereof  to  Commodore  Phillip, 
who  will  have  direftions,  on  the  receipt  of  your 
application,  to  re-difpatch  the  tranfport,  or  to 
fend  fuch  other  veflel  to  you  wdth  the  remainder 
of  thofe  fupplies  (as  well  as  any  others  he  may  be 
able  to'  furnifh)  to  fuch  rendezvous  as  you  fliall 
appoint. 

And  whereas  Mr.  Dundas  has  tranfmitted 
to  us  a  lleetch  of  the  coafi:  of  North  America, 
extending  from  Nootka  down  to  the  latitude  of 
4/^  including  the  inlet  or  gulf  of  Juan  de 

Fuca; 
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Fuca ;  and  as'from  the  declaratians  which  have 
lately  been  made,  there  appears  to  be  the  ftrongeft 
dlfpofitlon  on  the  part  of  the  Spanifh  court,  that 
every  affiftance  and  information  iliould  be  given 
to  his  Britannic  Majefly’s  officers  employed  on 
that  coaft,  with  a  view  to  the  enabling  them  to 
carry  their  orders  into  execution ;  we  fend  yon 
the  faid  ffietch  herewith,  for  your  information 
and  ufe, '  and  do  hereby  require  and  dire6l  you  to 
do  every  thing  in  your  power  to  cultivate  a  good 
-underftanding  wdth  the  officers  and  fubje(3;s  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty  who  may  fall  in  your  way, 
in  order  that  you  may  reap  the  goodeffe(9.s  of 
this  difpolition  of  the  Spaniili  court,  ’’v 

You  are  to  take,  the  utmofl:  care  dn  your 
power,  on  no  account  .w'hatever,  to  touch -at  any 
port  on  the  continent  of  America,  to  the  fouth™ 
ward  of'  the  latitude  of  30^  north,  nor  to  the 
north  of  that  part  of  South  America,  where,  on 
your  return  home,  you  are  dircc9:e,d_  to  iCom- 
mence  your  intended  furvey  ;  uniefs,  from  any 
.accident,  you  £h^U  find  it  ^  abfolutcly  neceffary, 
for  your  immediate  fafety,  tq  take  ffielter  there: 
.^nd,  in  cafe  of  fuch  an  event,  to  continue  there 
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no  longer  than  your  neceffities  require,  in  order 
that  any  complaint  on  the  part  of  Spain  on  this 
point  may,  if  poffible,  be  prevented. 

If,  during  your  continuance  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  coaft,  you  fhould  meet  with  any  of  the  Chi- 
^nefe  who  were  employed  by  Mr.  Meares  and  his 
afTociates,  or  any  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjedls,  who 
may  have  been  in  captivity,  you  are  to  receive 
them  on  board  the  Hoop  you  command,  and  to 
accommodate  them  in  the  befl:  manner  you  may 
be  able,  until  fuch  time  as  opportunities  may  be 
found  of  fending  them  to  the  different  places  to 
which  they  may  be  defirous  of  being  conveyed ; 
vidlualling  them  during  their  continuance  on 
board,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  other  perfons 
on  board  the  faid  Hoop  are  vidlualled.  Given 

under  our  hands  the  2oth  of  Auguft,  1791-’* 

Chatham. 

J.  T.  Townshend. 
A.  Gardner.” 

To  George  Vancouver^ 

Commander  of  hh  Majejifs 
Sloop  the  Dljcovery. 

By  command  of  their  Lordfhips, 

Ph.  Stephens.” 
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LETTER 

FROM  COUNT  FLORIDA  BLANCA, 

(Tranjlated  from  the  SpaniJIi.) 

conformity  to  the  firfl  article  of  the  con." 
ventlon  of  28th  October^  1700,  between  our 
court  and  that  of  London^  (printed  copies  of 
which  you  will  have  already  received,  and  of 
which  another  copy  is  here  inclofed,  in  cafe  the 
firft  have  not  come  to  hand)  you  v/ill  give  direc¬ 
tions  that  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  officer,  who 
will  deliver  this  letter,  (hall  immediately  be  put 
in  poffeffion  of  the  buildings  and  diftricts,  or  par¬ 
cels  of  land,  which  were  occupied  by  the  fub- 
jects  of  that  fovereign  in  April,  ]  780,  as  well  In 
the  port  of  Nootka,  or  of  Saint  Lawrence,  as  In 
the  other,  faid  to  be  called  port  Cox,  and  to  be 
fituated  about  fixteen  leagues  diftant  from  the 
former  to  the  fouthward ;  and  that  fuch  parcels 
or  diftricts  of  land,  of  which  the  Englifh  fub- 
jects  were  difpoffeffed,  be  reftored  to  the  faid 
officer.  In  cafe  the  Spaniards  fhould  not  have 
given  them  up. 

You  will  alfo  give  orders,  that  if  any  indi¬ 
vidual 
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vidual  in  the  fervice  of  Britifh  fubjects,  whether 
a  Chinefe,  or  of  any  other  nation,  fiiould  have 
been  carried  away  and  detained  in  tliofe  parts, 
fuch  perfon  fhall  be  immediately  delivered  up  to 
the  above-mentioned  officer. 

I  alfo  communicate  all  this  to  the  viceroy  of 
JMew  Spain  by  his  Majefly’s  command,  and  by 
the  royal  command  I  charge  you  with  the  mofl 
punctual  and  precife  execution  of  this  order. 

May  God  preferve  you  many  years. 

(Signed) 

The  Count  Florida  Blanca."^ 

Aranjuez,  \2th  Mayy  1791. 

To  the  Governor  or  Commander 
of  the  port  at  Saint  LavorenceT 

- - - - 

By  the  Commiffioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  &c. 

In  addition  to  former  orders,  you  are  hereby 
required  and  directed,  by  all  proper  conveyances;^ 
to  fend  to  our  fecretary,  for  our  information,  ac¬ 
counts 
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counts  of  your  proceedings,  and  copies  of  the  fur- 
veys  and  drawings  you  fliall  have  made  ;  and, 
upon  your  arrival  in  England,  you  are  immedi¬ 
ately  to  repair  to  this  office,  in  order  to  lay  before 
us  a  full  account  of  your  proceedings  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  your  voyage  ;  taking  care,  before 
you  leave  the  Hoop,  to  demand  from  the  officers, 
and  petty-officers,  the  log-books,  journals,  draw¬ 
ings,  &c.  they  may  have  kept,  and  to  feal  them  up 
for  our  infpection  ;  and  enjoining  them,  and  the 
wffiole  crew,  not  to  divulge  where  they  have  been 
until  they  (hall  have  permiffion  fo  to  do :  and 
you  are  to  diredl  the  lieutenant  commanding  the 
Chatham  armed  tender  to  do  the  fame,  with 
refpedl  to  the  officers,  petty-officers,  and  crew 

of  that  tender.  Given  under  our  hands  the  lOth 
of  Auguft,  1791‘ 

Chatham. 

J.  T.  To  WNSHEND. 
A.  Gardner.'* 

‘To  George  Vancouver^ 

Commander  of  his  jMajefy  s 
Sloop  the  Dijcovery, 

By  command  of  their  Lordfhips, 

^  '  Ph.  Stephens.” 


Amongft 
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Amongft  other  obje(3:s  demanding  my  atten¬ 
tion,  whilft  engaged  in  carrying  thefe  orders  into 
execution,  no  opportunity  was  neglefled  to  re¬ 
move,  as  far  as  I  was  capable,  all  fuch  errors  as 
had  crept  into  the  fcience  of  navigation,  and  to 
eftablifli  in  their  place,  fuch  facts  as  would  tend 
to  facilitate  the  grand  object  of  finding  the  lon¬ 
gitude  at  fea  ;  which  now  feems  to  be  brought 
nearly  to  a  certainty,  by  purfuing  the  lunar  me¬ 
thod,  affifted  by  a  good  chronometer.  On  this, 
as  well  as  fomc  other  fubjects,  it  is  highly  pro¬ 
bable,  that  great  prolixity  and  repetition  will  be 
found  in  the  following  pages ;  it  will,  however, 
readily  appear  to  the  candid  perufers  of  this 
voyage,  that,  as  the  primary  defign  of  the  un¬ 
dertaking  was  to  obtain  ufeful  knowledge,  fo  it 
became  an  indifpenfable  duty,  on  my  part,  to 
life  my  utmofi:  exertions  and  abilities  in  doing 
juftice  to  the  original  intention  ;  by  detailing  the 
information  that  arofe  In  the  execution  of  it,  in 
a  way  calculated  to  hijinidi^  even  though  it  fiiould 
fall  to  entertain.  And  when  the  writer  alleges, 
that  from  the  age  of  thirteen,  his  whole  life,  to 
the  commencement  of  this  expedition,  (fifteen 

months 
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months  only  excepted)  has  been  devoted  to  con- 
ftant  employment  in  his  Majefty’s  naval  fervice, 
he  feels,  and  with  all  poffible  humility,  that  he 
has  fome  claims  to  the  indulgence  of  a  generous 
public ;  who,  under  fuch  circumibances,  will 
not  expect  to  find  elegance  of  diction,  purity  of 
ftyle,  or  unexceptionable  grammatical  accuracy  : 
but  wdll  be  fatlsfied  with  a  plain  unvarniflied” 
relation,  giv.en  with  a  rigid  attention  to  the  truth 
of  fuch  tranfactions  and  circumftances  as  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  worthy  of  being  recorded  by  a  naval 
officer,  whofe  greateft  pride  is  to  deferve  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  being  zealous  in  the  fervice  of  his 
king  and  country. 
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FROM  THE  EDITOR. 

S  a  confiderable  delay  has  neceflarily  taken 
place  in  the  publication  of  this  w^ork,  in 
confequence  of  the  deceafe  of  the  late  Captain 
Vancouver,  it  becomes  of  abfolute  neceffity  to 
give  an  accurate  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  work 
at  the  period  when  his  laft  fatal  indifpofition  ren¬ 
dered  him  incapable  of  attending  any  more  to 
bufinefs;  left  the  melancholy  event  which  has 
retarded  its  completion  fhould  tend  to  affeft  its 
authenticity  in  the  public  opinion. 

The  five  firft  volumes,  excepting  the  intro¬ 
duction,  and  as  far  as  page  43  of  the  fixth  and 
laft  volume,  were  printed  ;  and  Captain  Van¬ 
couver  had  finiOied  a  laborious  examination  of  the 
impreffion,  and  had  compared  it  with  the  en¬ 
graved  charts  and  headlands  of  his  difcoverles, 
from  the  c;ommencement  of  his  furvey  in  the 
year  X^J^l  .j  to  the  conclufion' of  it  at  the  port  of 
Valparalfo,  on  his  return  to  England  in  the  year 
1795.  He  had  alfo  prepared  the  introduction^ 
and  a  further  part  of  the  journal  as  far  as  page 
408  of  the  laft  volume.  The  whole,  therefore^ 
of  the  important  part  of  the  work,  which  com¬ 
prehends  his  geographical  difcoverles  and  im¬ 
provements,  is  now  prefented  to  the  public,  ex¬ 
actly 
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a6tly  as  it  would  have  been  had  Captain  Van¬ 
couver  been  ftill  living.  The  notes  which  he 
had  made  on  his  journey  from  the  port  of  Val-^ 
paraifo  to  his  arrival  at  St,  Jago  de  Chili,  the 
capital  of  that  kingdom,  were  unfortunately  loft ; 
and  I  am  indebted  to  Captain  Puget  for  having 
aftifted  me  with  his  obfervations  on  that  occa- 
fion. 

Ever  fmee  Captain  Vancouver’s  laft  return  to 
England,  his  health  had  been  in  a  very  debilitated 
ftate,  and  his  conftitution  was  evidently  fo  much 
impaired  by  the  arduous  fervices  in  wdaieh,  from 
his  earlieft  youth,  he  had  been  coriftantly  engag¬ 
ed,^  that  his  friends  dared  to  indulge  but  little 

.  hope 

*  The  late  Captain  Vancouver  was  appointed  fo  the  Refo- 
]-ution  by  Captain  Cook  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  1771,  and 
on  his  return  from  that  voyage  round  the  world,  he  undertook 
to  afiift  in  the  outfit  and  equipiment  of  the  Difeovery,  dellined 
to  accompany  Captain  Cook  on  his  lan.\oyage  to  the  North 
Pole,  which  was  concluded  in  October,  1780.  On  the  9th  of 
December  following  he  was  made  a  lieutenant  into  the  Pvlartin 
{loop  ;  in  this  vefiei  he  continued  until  he  was  removed  into 
the  Fame,  one  of  Lord  Rodney’s  fleet  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
where  he  remained  until  the  middle  of  the  year  1783.  In  the 
year  1784116  was  appointed  to,  and  failed  in  the  Europa  to 
Jamaica,  on  which  ftation  he  continued  until  her  return  to 
England  in  September  1789,  On  the  ift  of  January  1790, 
he  was  appointed  to  the  Difeovery,  but  foon  afterwards  was 
removed  to  the  Courageux  :  here  lie  remained  until  Decem¬ 
ber,  1790,  when  lie  was  ,made  mafter  and  commander,  and 
appointed  to  the  Difeovery.  In  Auguft,  1794,  he  was,  with- 
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hope  that  he  Vv  oulci  continue  many  years  amongft 
them.  Notwithftantling  that  it  pleafed  the  Di¬ 
vine  Providence  to  fpare  his  life  until  he  had 
been  able  to  revife  and  complete  the  account  of 
the  geographical  part  of  his  late  Voyage  of  Dif- 
covery^  a  circumftance  which  muft  ever  be  re¬ 
garded  as  moft  fortunate  by  all  the  friends  of 
fcience,  and  elpecially  by  thofe  profeffional  per- 
fbns  who  may  hereafter  be  likely  to  follow  him, 
through  the  intricate  labyrinth  which  he  had  fo 
i  minutely  explored ;  yet  it  wall  ever  be  a  con- 
fideration  of  much  regret,  that  he  did  not  furvive 
to  perfect  the  narrative  of  his  labours.  He  had 
made  many  curious  obfervations  on  the  natural 
hiftory  of  the  feveral  countries  he  had  vifited,  and 
on  the  manners,  cuftoms,  laws  and  religion,  of 
the  various  people  with  whom  he  had  met,  or 
amongft  whom  he  had  occafionally  refided ;  but 
had  been  induced  topoftpone  thefe  mifcellaneous 
matters,  left  the  regular  diary  of  the  voyage 
fhould  be  interrupted  by  the  introdudlion  of  fuch 
defultory  obfervations.  Thefe  he  had  intended 
to  prefent  in  the  form  of  a  fupplementary  or  con¬ 
cluding  chapter,  but  was  prevented  by  the  unfor-- 
tunate  event  of  his  illnefs. 

out  folicltation,  promoted  to  the  rank  of  pod-captain,  and  was 
paid  off  on  the  conclufion  of  his  lad  voyage  in  November, 
1795.  After  this  period  he  was  condantly  employed,  until 
within  a  few  weeks  of  his  deceafe,  in  May,  1798,  in  preparing 
the  following  journal  for  publication. 


Moft 
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Mofl:  of  the  papers,  which  contain  thefe  inte- 
i'efting  particulars,  are  too  concife  and  too  uncon¬ 
nected  for  me  to  attempt  any  arrangement  of  \ 

them,  or  to  fubmit  them  to  the  reader  without 
hazarding  Captain  Vancouver’s  judgment  as  an 
obferver,  or  his  reputation  as  a  narrator,  rigidly 
devoted  to  the  truth.  But  as  fome  of  the  notes, 
which  he  made  upon  the  fpot,  are  of  too  valuable 
a  nature  to  be  intirely  loft,  I  fliall  venture  to 
fubjoin  them  to  the  Hiftory  of  the  Voyage,  as 
nearly  as  poffible  in  his  own  words,  without  at¬ 
tempting  aRy  fuch  arrangement  of  them,  as 
might  tend  to  dirninifh  their  authenticity,  or 
bring  into  doubt  that  fcrupulous  veracity  from 
which  Captain  Vancouver  never  departed. 

The  whole  narrative  of  the  Voyage  of  Difco- 
very  having  been  brought  to  its  conclufion  at  '  ^ 

Valparaifo,  by  Captain  Vancouver  himfelf,  there 
only  remains  for  me  to  add,  that  in  preparing 
for  the  prefs  the  fmall  remainder  of  his  journal, 
comprehending  the  paffage  round  Cape  Horn  to 
St.  Helena,  and  from  thence  to  England,  I  have 
ftriClly  adhered  to  the  rough  documents  before 
me  ;  but  as  no  new  incidents  occurred  in  this 
part  of  the  voyage,  and  as  the  infertlon  of  log¬ 
book  minutes,  over  a  fpace  which  is  now  fo  fre¬ 
quently  traverfed,  cannot  either  be  ufeful  or  en¬ 
tertaining,  1  have  endeavoured  to  comprefs  this 
Voj-.  L  F  portion 
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portion  of  the  journal  into  as  few^  pages  as  pof- 
fible* 

In  performing  this  painful  talk,  I  have  had 
levere  and  ample  caufe  to  lament  the  melancholy 
office  to  which  I  have  been  compelled,  by  th^ 
death  of  him  whofe  early  departure  from  this 
life  has  deprived  hisMajefty  of  an  active  and  able 
officer,  truth  and  fcience  of  a  fteady  fupporter, 
fociety  of  an  uniformly  valuable  member,  and  in 
addition  to  the  feelings  of  many  who  live  to  re¬ 
gret  the  lofs  of  a  fincere  friend,  I  have  to  deplore 
that  of  a  moft  affectionate  brother. 


JOHN  VANCOUVER, 
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VOYAGE 

TO  THE 

NORTH  PACIFIC  OCEAN, 

AND 

ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


BOOK  THE  FIRST. 

TRANSACTIONS  FROM  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE 
EXPEDITION,  UNTIL  OUR  DEPARTURE  FROM  OTA- 
HEITE. 

CHAPTER  1. 

Equipme7tt  of  the  Discovery  and  the  Chatham 
— departure  from  Falmouth — Vift  and  Tra?  f 
anions  at  Tenerife — Occurrences  and  Ohferva^ 
tions  during  the  PaJJage  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope — TranfaCiions  there,  afid  departure  thence,  ^ 

the  15  th  of  December,  17QO,  I  had  the 
honor  of  receiving  my  commiffion  as  com¬ 
mander  of  his  MajeRy’s  floop  the  Difcovery,  then 
lying  at  Deptford,  where,  the  next  morning, 
Thurfday  the  lOth,  I  joined  her,  and  began  en¬ 
tering  men. 

Lieutenant  William  Robert  Broughton  having 

F  2  been 
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been  fele6led  as  a  proper  officer  to  command  the 
Chatham,  he  was  accordingly  appointed  ;  but  the 
repairs  ffie  demanded  prevented  her  equipment 
keeping  pace  with  that  of  the  Difeovery  ;  whieh 
in  moft  refpe61s  being  completed  by  Thurfday 
the  0th  of  January,  179],  the  fails  were  bent, 
and  the  fhip  got  in  readlriefs  to  proceed  down  the 
river.  With  a  favorable  wind  on  the  following 
day,  Friday  the  7th,  we  failed,  and  anchored  in 
Long  Reach  about  five  in  the  evening.  Although 
this  trial  of  the  ffiip  may  appear  very  infignlfi- 
cant,  yet  as  ffie  had  never  been  under  fall,  it  was 
not  made  without  fome  anxiety.  The  conftruc- 
tion  of  her  upper  works,Tor  the  fake  of  adding 
to  the  comfort  of  the  accommodations,  differing 
materially  from  the  general  fafliion,  produced  an 
unfightly  appearance,  and  gave  rife  to  various 
opinions  unfavorable  to  her  qualities  as  a  fea- 
boat ;  for  which  reafon  it  was  natural  to  pay  the 
minutefl  attention  to  her  fleering  and  other  pro¬ 
perties  when  in  motion  ;  and  we  obtained  in  the 
courfe  of  this  fliort  trip,  the  pleafmg  profpecl  of 
her  proving  handy,  and  in  all  other  refpefts  a 
very  comfortable  velfel.  Various  neceflary  oc¬ 
cupations  detained  us  in  Long  Reach  until  Wed- 
nefday  the  2Gth,  when,  having  taken  on  board 
all  our  ordnance  flores,  and  fuch  things  as  were 
wanted  from  Deptford  dock  yard,  we  proceeded 
down  the  river  on  our  way  to  Portfmouth.  My 

orders 
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orders  for  this  purpofe  were  accompanied  by 
another,  to  receive  on  board  and  convey  to  his 
native  country,  Towereroo,  an  Indian,  from  one 
of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  who  had  been  brought 
from  thence  by  fome  of  the  north- weft  American 
traders,  In  July,  1789.  This  man  had  lived, 
whilft  in  England,  in  great  obfcurity,  and  did 
not  feem  in  the  leaft  to  have  benefited  by  his  re- 
fidence  In  this  country. 

Unfavorable  winds  prevented  our  reaching  the 
Downs  until  Sunday  the  30th  ;  wEere  they  fhill 
continued,  ^and,  being  attended  with  very  boil- 
terous  weather,  detained  us  until  Thurfday  the 
3d  of  February  ;  when,  with  a  ftrong  gale  from 
the  northward,  we  proceeded  down  channel. 
About  noon  we  paffed  the  South  Foreland,  and 
had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  John  Brown,  who  fell 
overboard  and  was  drowned.  He  was  one  of  the 
carpenter’s  mates,  an  exceedingly  good  man,  and 
very  much  regretted,  About  noon  on  Saturday 
the  3th,  we  anchored  at  Spithead,  where  Rear- 
Admiral  Goodall’s  flag  was  flying  on  board  his 
Majefty’s  flaip  Vanguard,  in  company  wdth  twelve 
fail  of  the  line  and  feveral  frigates. 

Some  defers  in  the  fliip’s  head  were  already 
evident,  as  the  bumkins  and  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  head  were  now  waited  away.  Thefe  re-^ 
pairs,  with  fuch  other  duties  as  were  neceffary,  I 
gave  orders  to  have  executed ;  and  my  prefence 

F  3  being 
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being  required  in  London,  I  repaired  thither ; 
W'here  I  remained  until  Sunday  the  27th,  when 
I  returned  to  Portfmouth,  with  orders  to  proceed 
to  Falmouth. 

On  former  voyages  of  this  defcription,  it  had 
been  cuftomary  to  pay  the  officers  and  fhip’s 
company  the  wages  that  had  become  due  whilft 
they  had  been  employed  in  the  equipment  of  the 
veffels,  which  in  general  had  occupied  fix  months 
or  upw^ards ;  enabling  them  by  fuch  means  more 
effecfiually  to  provide  themfelves  with  thofe  com¬ 
forts  which  fuch  long  and  remote  fervices  ever 
demand.  But  as  a  fimllar  payment  to  the  crews 
of  the  Difcovery  and  Chatham,  (whofe  comple¬ 
ments  were  now  complete)  for  the  ihort  time 
they  had  been  in  pay,  would  have  been  of  little 
afliftance ;  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  at  my 
folicitatlon,  had  the  goodnefs  to  grant  them  three 
months  pay  in  advance ;  which  was  accordingly 
received  free  of  all  deductions. 

I  have  already  mentioned  that  the  Navy  Board 
had  fupplied  me  with  an  affortment  of  mathe¬ 
matical  inftruments ;  and  the  Board  of  Longi- 
^  tude,  in  compliance  with  the  wifhes  of  the  Ad^ 
miralty,  provided  in  addition  two  chronometers  ; 
one  made  by  the  late  eminent  Mr.  Kendall,  (the 
excellence  of  which  had  been  manifefted  on  board 
the  Difcovery  during  Captain  Cook’s  lalt  voyage, 
and  which  had  lately  been  cleaned  and  put  into 

order 
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order  by  its  very  worthy  and  ingenious  maker,  a 
fliort  time  before  his  deceafe ;)  the  other  lately 
made  by  Mr.  Arnold.  Thefe  had  both  been  de- 
polited  at  the  obfervatory  of  the  Portfmouth  aca¬ 
demy,  for  the  purpofe  of  finding  their  refpedlive 
errors,  and  for  afeertaining  their  rate  of  going. 
The  former  was  delivered  to  me,  with,  fuch 
obfervatlons  as  had  been  made  to  that  effedl ; 
whence  it  appeared  to  be  faft  of  mean  time  at 
Greenwich,  on  Tuefday  the  ill  of  March  at 
noon,  T  30^^  18^'''",  and  to  be  gaining  on  mean 
time  at  the  rate  of  0'^  12^^^  per  day.  The  latter 
was  directed  to  be  put  on  board  the  Chatham, 
which  veflel  had  now  arrived  from  the  river. 

Having  completely  finifhed  our  bufinefs  wdth 
the  dock -yard  on  the  evening  of  Thurfday  the 
3d,  wc  dropped  down  to  St.  Helen’s,  and  the 
next  morning,  Friday  the  4th,  proceeded  dowm 
channel,  leaving  the  Chatham  behind,  not  as  yet 
quite  ready  to  accompany  us ;  in  our  way  w^e 
flopped  at  Guernfey,  and  on  Saturday  the  12th 
arrived  at  Falmouth,  where  I  w^as  to  wait  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Chatham,  and  to  receive  my  final 
inftruftlons  for  the  profecutlon  of  the  voyage. 
An  Admiralty  meffenger  prefented  me  with  the 
latter  on  Sunday  the  20th  ;  but  the  Chatharn 
did  not  arrive  until  the  31  ft,  when  Lieutenant 
Broughton,  who  had  orders  to  put  himfelf  under 
my  command,  received  fuch  fignals  and  inftruc- 

F  4  tions 
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tions  as  were  neceffary  on  this  occafion.  He  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  they  had  experienced  a  very 
boifterous  paffage  from  Spithead,  and  that  the 
Chatham  had  proved  fo  very  crank,  as,  in  fome 
inftances,  to  occafion  confiderable  alarm.  The 
length  of  time  I  had  already  waited  for  her  ar¬ 
rival  rendered  this  intelligence  very  unpleafant ; 
as,  demanding  immediate  attention,  it  would 
caufe  further  delay,  which  I  much  wiflied  to 
avoid ;  efpecially  as  a  favorable  gale  for  clearing 
the  channel  now  prevailed.  The  apprehenfion 
of  further  detention  by  contrary  winds,  lliould  we 
lofe  the  prefent  opportunity  by  breaking  up  the 
Chatham’s  hold  for  the  reception  of  more  ballaft, 
induced  me  to  refort  to  another  expedient,  that 
of  lending  her  all  our  fhot,  which  when  flowed 
amidfliips  as  low  down  as  poflible,  and  every 
weight  removed  from  above,  we  flattered  our- 
felves  would  be  the  means  of  affording  a  tempo-' 
rary  relief  to  this  inconvenience. 

A  gentle  breeze  from  the  N.  E.  at  day  dawm 
on  Friday  the  ifl  of  April,  enabled  us  to  fail  out 
of  Carrack  road,  in  company  with  the  Chatham; 
and  at  midnight  we  took  a  long  farew-ell  of  our 
native  fhores.  The  Lizard  lights  bore  by  com- 
pafs  N.  N.  W.  i  W.  about  eight  leagues ;  and 
the  wind  being  in  the  weflern  quarter,  we  flood 
to  the  fouthward.  Towards  the  morning  of  Sa¬ 
turday  the  2d,  on  the  wind’s  fliifting  to  the  fouth. 


we 
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we  ftood  to  the  weftward,  clear  of  the  Englifh 
channel ;  with  minds,  it  may  eafily  be  conceived, 
not  intirely  free  trom  fenous  and  contemplative 
reflexions.  The  remote  and  barbarous  regions, 
which  were  now  deftincd,  for  fome  years,  to  be 
our  tranfitory  places  of  abode,  were  not  likely  to 
afford  us  any  means  of  communicating  with  our 
native  foil,  our  families,  our  friends  or  favorites, 
whom  we  were  now  leaving  far  behind  ;  and  to 
augment  thcfe  painful  refleXions,  his  Majefty’s 
proclamation  had  arrived  at  Falmouth,  the  even¬ 
ing  prior  to  our  departure,  offering  bounties  for 
manning  the  fleet ;  fcveral  fall  of  the  line  were 
put  into  commilffion,  and  flag  officers  appointed 
to  different  commands :  thefe  were  circumftances 
fimllar  to  thofe  under  which,  in  Auguft,  17  7f), 
I  had  failed  from  England  in  the  Difeovery,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Clerke,  on  a  voyac!;e  which 
in  its  objeX  nearly  refembled  the  expedition  we 
were  now  about  to  undertake.  This  very  unex- 
peXed  armament  could  not  be  regarded  without 

X  O 

caufing  various  opinions  in  thofe  who,  from  day 
to  day,  would  have  opportunities  of  noticing  the 
feveral  meafures  inclining  to  war  or  peace  ;  but 
to  us,  deflined,  as  it  were,  to  a  long  and  remote 
exile,  and  precluded,  for  an  indefinite  period  of 
time,  from  all  chance  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  its  refult,  it  was  the  fource  of  inexpreffible 
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iolicitudc,  and  our  feelings  on  the  occahon  may 
be  better  conceived  than  deferibed. 

Having  no  particular  route  to  the  Pacific  Ocean 
pointed  out  in  my  inftructions,  and  being  left  at 
perfedl  liberty  to  purfue  that  which  appeared  the 
mofi:  eligible,  I  did  not  hefitate  to  prefer  the  paf- 
fage  by  way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  intend¬ 
ing  to  vifit  the  Madeiras,  for  the  purpofe  of  pro¬ 
curing  wine  and  refrefliments.  Our  courfe  was 
accordingly  fo  diredfed  againfi:  winds  very  unfa¬ 
vorable  to  our  willies.  At  noon  on  Sunday  the 
3d  we  reached  the  latitude  48®  48^  north,  longi¬ 
tude  by  the  chronometer  0®  55^  weft  ;  w  here  the 
cloudy  weather  preventing  our  making  the  ne- 
ceffary  obfervations  on  the  fun  eclipfed,  produced 
no  fmall  degree  of  concern  ;  as  with  the  late  im¬ 
provement  of  applying  deep  magnifying  powxrs 
to  the  telefcopes  of  fextants,  the  obfervations  on 
fidar  eclipfes  are  rendered  very  eafy  to  be  made  at 
fea'  and  although  we  wxre  not  fortunate  enough 
on  this  occafion  to  procure  fuch,  at  the  intereft- 
ing  periods  of  the  eclipfe,  as  wxuld  have  put  this 
improvement  fully  to  the  teft,  yet  it  was  evident 
that  thefc  obfervations  to  perfons  not  much  ac- 
cuftomed  to  aftronomical  purfuits  would  be  ren¬ 
dered  plain  and  eafy,  by  the  rcfledled  image  of 
the  fun  being  brought  dowm  to  the  horizon ;  fo 
that  the  beginning  and  the  end  oi  the  eclipfe 
would  be  afeertained  by  the  help  of  thefe  deep 

magnify-^ 
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magnifying  telcfcopes  with  great  preclfion  ;  and 
probably  it  may  not  be  unworthy  the  attention 
of  the  Board  of  Longitude  to  contrive,  and  caufe 
fuch  calculations  to  be  publifhcd,  as  would  tend 
to  render  thefe  obfervations  generally  ufcful  in  the 
various  parts  of  the  globe,  without  the  tedicois  pro- 
cefs  of  calculating  cclipfcs.  The  wind,  continu¬ 
ing  in  the  fouthern  quarter,  rendered  our  progrefs 
flow  ;  the  weather,  however,  being  clear,  afforded 
us  employment  in  taking  fome  good  lunar  obfer- 
vations  ;  wTich,  reduced  to  the  noon  of  Tuefday 
the  12th,  gave  the  mean  refult  of  four  fets,  taken 
by  me,  1 2°  24^  wxft  longitude  ;  four  fets  taken 
by  Mr.  Whidbey,  12°  3ok  the  chronometer  at 
the  fame  time  fliewdng  12"9'';  and  as  1  confi- 
dcred  the  latter  to  be  neareft  the  truth,  the  lu¬ 
nar  obfervations  appeared  to  be  15^  to  2L  too  far 
to  the  weftw^ard.  The  longitude,  by  dead  reck¬ 
oning,  13°  22b  and  the  latitude  44“  22^  north. 
The  error  in  reckoning  amounting  almolf  to  a 
degree,  feemed  mofl  likely  to  have  been  occa- 
floned  bv  our  not  havina:  made  fuflicient  allow- 

^  O 

ance  for  the  variation  of  the  compafs  on  our  firfl; 
falling,  as,  inftead  of  allowing  from  22”  to  25®, 
wdiich  was  what  w^e  efteemed  the  variation,  our 
obfervations  for  afcertalning  this  faff,  w'hen  the 
fhip  w^as  fufHcicntly  fteady,  fiiew-ed  the  variation 
to  be  28^  and  2Qi°  w^eftwardly.  Thefe  oppor¬ 
tunities,  however,  had  not  occurred  fo  frequently 
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as  I  cou]d  have  wifhcd,  owing  to  a  conftant  ir¬ 
regular  1  well  that  bad  accompanied  us  fince  leav¬ 
ing  the  land,  and  caufed  fo  much  motion  and 
pitching,  that  the  whole  head  railings,,  bum- 
kins,  &c.  were  again  waflied  away. 

On  Saturday  the  1  Oth,  in  latitude  42°  34'  north, 
longitude  12^  31^  weft,  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pafs,  by  the  mean  refult  of  fix  fets  of  obferva- 
tlons  taken  by  three  compafles  differing  from  25"^ 
5/'  to  27®  33',  was  obferved  to  be  26"^  29^  weft- 

wardiy.  The  current  was  found  to  fet  in  a  dl- 

«/ 

redion  E.  N.'  E.  at  the  rate  of  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  per  hour.  The  whole  of  the  day  being  per¬ 
fectly  calm,  with  remarkably  fine  weather,  in¬ 
duced  me  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  unbend¬ 
ing  all  our  fails  which  wanted  alteration,  and  to 
bend  an  entire  new  fuit ;  thefe  I  caufed  to  be 
foaked  overboard  for  fome  hours,  that  the  fea 
water  might  dlflolve  the  fize  ufed  in  making  the 
canvafs,  and  by  that  means  act  as  a  preventive 
agaiiift  the  mildew  in  hot  rainy  weather.  This 
procefs  might  probably  be  found  ufeful  in  the 
operation  of  bleaching. 

On  our  departure  from  England,  I  did  not  in¬ 
tend  uft ng  any  antifeptic  provifions,  until  the  re- 
frcfliments  which  w^e  might  be  enabled  to  procure 
at  the  Madciras  fhould  be  exhaufted ;  but  light 
bafflins;  winds,  toc;cther  with  the  crank  fituation 
and  bad  fiillng  of  the  Chatham^  liaving  fo  re¬ 
tarded 
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tarded  our  progrefs,  that,  by  Thurfday  the  2 lit, 
\vc  were  advanced  no  further  than  the  latitude 
of  35°  7^  north,  longitude  14^40^  weft:  four 
krout  and  portable  broth  had,  for  fome  days,  been 
ferved  on  board  each  of  the  veflels ;  the  ftore-* 
rooms  had  been  cleared,  cleaned,  and  wafiied  Vv'itli 
vinegar,  and  thefiiip  had  been  frnoked  wdth  gun¬ 
powder  mixed  with  vinegar.  As  I  had  ever  con- 
fidered  fire  the  moft  likely  and  efficacious  means 
to  keep  up  a  conftant  circulation  of  frefli  and 
pure  air  throughout  a  fhip  ;  in  the  fore  part  of 
every  day  good  fires  were  burning  betw^een  decks, 
and  in  the  well.  Both  decks  were  kept  clean, 
and  as  dry  as  poffible,  and  notwlthftanding  the 
weather  w'as  hot,  and  the  fmoke  and  heat  thence 
aiifin.o;  was  confidered  as  inconvenient  and  dif- 
agreeable,  yet  I  w^as  confident  that  a  due  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  particular,  and  not  v/afliing  too  fre¬ 
quently  below,  were  indifpenfable  precautions, 
and  would  be  produflive  of  the  moft  falubrious 
and  happy  effects  in  prefervlng  the  health  and  lives' 
of  our  people.  Thefe  preventive  meafurcs  be¬ 
coming  the  ftandlng  orders  of  the  Difeovery,  it 
will  be  unnecefiary  hereafter  to  repeat  that  they 
were  regularly  enforced,  as  they  w^ere  obferved 
throughout  the  voyage  with  the  ftrldteft  atten¬ 
tion.  It  may  not,  however,  on  this  fubjeft,  be 
improper  to  remark  that,  if  inftead  of  bifeuit,  fea- 
men  were  provided  with  frefli  foft  bread,  w^hich 


can 
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can  cafily  be  made  very  good  at  fea,  and  a  large 
proportion  of  vvholeforae  water,  where  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  fervices  will  admit  of  fuch  a  fupply, 
they  would  add  greatly  to  the  prefervation  of  that 
moft  valuable  of  all  bleffings,  health. 

The  evening  of  Saturday  the  23d,  being  re¬ 
markably  fine  and  ferene,  brought  us  in  fight  of 
the  ifland  of  Porto  Sandlo,  bearing  by  compafs 
S.  W.  f  W.  20  leagues  diftant ;  the  next  after¬ 
noon  we  pafTed  its  meridian,  when  the  chrono¬ 
meter  iiiewing  its  longitude  to  be  15*^24^  15'', 
varying  only  one  minute  to  the  wxftward  of  the 
true  longitude  of  that  ifland,  proved  it  was  going 
very  well.  As  Madeira  was  our  objedl,  every  ef¬ 
fort  was  exerted  to  gain  Funchal  Road,  until  the 
evening  of  Monday  the  25th,  when  the  wind 
becoming  exceffively  variable,  and  the  weather 
gloomy  and  unfettlcd,  that  ftation  feemed  ineli¬ 
gible  for  executing  the  fervice  of  which  the  Chat- 
ham  flood  in  need  ;  namely,  the  brea^king  up  her 
hold,  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  a  large  portion 
of  ballafc.  Confidering  therefore  the  roadflead 
of  S’"  Cruz  as  better  calculated  for  this  bufinefs, 
we  proceeded  towards  TeneriiFe,  The  wind 
which  had  been  generally  from  the  w^efl,  veered 
round  bv  the  north,  as  we  advanced  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  and  fettled  in  the  N.  E.  trade,  accompa¬ 
nied  w  ith  fine  pleafant  weather,  which,  on  Tuef- 
day  the  2Gth,  in  latitude  30^  54''  north,  afforded 
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me  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  fevcral  fets  of 
lunar  diftances  with  the  different  fextants  in  the 
fliip.  Thefe  were 'twelve  in  number,  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  eminent  makers  in  London,  (viz.)  Ramf- 
den,  Dollond,  Trough  ton,  Adams,  and  Gilbert, 
though  the  greater  number  were  made  by  Mr, 
Ramfden.  They  all  agreed  exceedingly  well  to¬ 
gether,  and  their  mean  refult  fliewed  the  longi¬ 
tude  to  be  lO°2T32^^;  the  chronometer  made 
the  longitude  1(3°  31'  15'^  weft;  and  as  there 
could  be.no  doubt  of  the  latter  being  neareft  the 
truth,  the  refult  of  the  lunar  obfervations,  by  the 
feveral  fextants,  appeared  to  be  43''  too  far  to 
the  eaftw^ard.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  moon, 
my  lunar  obfervations  w^ere  1 5^  to  the  weft  of  the 
true,  or  nearly  the  true,  longitude,  as  w^as  proved 
on  our  making  the  Madeiras.  This  evinces  the 
accuracy  with  which  thefe  obfervations  are  in 
general  capable  of  being  made  wdth  good  inftru- 
ments,  and  by  a  careful  obferver. 

In  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  28th,  the 
peak  of  Tenerlffe  was  feen  bearing  by  compafs 
S.  W.  about  fixteen  leagues  diftant ;  and,  in  tlie 
evening,  as  we  approached  the  roadftead  of  S'^ 
Cruz,  we  were  met  by  the  mafter  attendant,  who 
placed  the  flilp  in  what,  he  fa  id,  he  conceived 
the  beft  birth  in  the  roadftead,  and  the  Chatham 
in  our  Immediate  neighbourhood. 

When  the  ftiip  was  fecured,  an  ofScer  was  fent 

to 
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to  inform  the  governor  of  our  arrival,  and  to  fo- 
licit  his  permiflion  to  take  on  board  Inch  wine, 
and  refrelhments  as  we  required  ;  but  having  un- 
derftood  that  he  had  waved  a  return  of  falute  to 
fome  of  his  Majeftj’s  lliips  that  had  lately  vifited 
Teneriffe  ;  I  did  not  choofe  to  rlfk  a  refufal, 
however  polite,  to  comply  w^ith  this  compliment. 
The  officer  was  civilly  received,  and  the  con- 
tradfor  was,  the  next  morning,  diredled  to  fupply 
the  ditFerent  articles  of  which  v/e  flood  in  need. 

Accompanied  by  Mr,  Broughton,  Mr.  Menzies, 
and  fome  of  the  other  officers,  on  Friday  the  20th,, 
in  the  forenoon,  I  waited  on  his  Excellency  Sen^ 
Don  Antonio  Guitierres,  the  governor  general  of 
the  Canarfes,  who  then  refided  in  the  city  of 
Cruz.  His  excellency  received  us  wnth  the  po- 
litenefs  ufual  on  tliefe  occafions,  and  affured  us 
of  his  readinefs  to  aflbrd  us  every  afliftance  ;  but 
apologized  that  the  poverty  of  the  country  pre¬ 
vented  his  inviting  us  to  his  table.  Attended 
by  the  flmc  party,  on  Sunday,  the  ift  of  May,  I 
vifited  the  city  of  Lagoona,  and  after  fatisfying 
our  cunofity  with  its  external  appearance,  w^e  re¬ 
turned  to  Cruz,  and  dined  with  Mr.  Rhoney, 
an  Irifn  gentleman,  to  whofe  hofpitality  we  w^cre 
greatly  indebted.  Had  w'e  not  fortunately  met 
Vvith  him  immediately  on  our  landing,  we  fliould  . 
have  been  much  inconvenienced,  as  there  did 
not  appear  another  perfon  on  the  ifland  wflo  w'as 

inclinable 
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inclinable  to  ofFer  us  flielter  from  the  fcorching 
fays  of  the  fun,  or  to  afford  us  the  fmalleft  re- 
freflimcnt. 

We  had  the  mortification,  this  morning,  of 
finding  the  fmall  bower  cable  cut  through  nearly 
in  the  middle,  which  fecmed  to  have  been  oc- 
cafioned  by  an  anchor  lying  at  the  bottom.  The 
lofs  of  an  anchor  in  a  fituation  where  no  other 
could  be  procured,  was  a  matter  of  ferious  con¬ 
cern  ;  no  pains  were  fpared  to  regain  it  until  the 

afternoon  of  Thurfday  the  5th,  when  all  our  ex- 

%/ 

ertions  proved  incficOtual  ;  and  being  apprehen- 
five  that  other  loft  anchors  mi2;ht  be  in  its  vicl- 
nity,  we  w'eighed,  went  further  out,  and  again, 
anchored  in  30  fathoms  water  on  a  foft  dark 
oozy  bottom  intermixed  with  fmall  w^hite  fhells, 
having  the  northernmoft  church  fteeple  in  a  line 
wllh  the  centre  of  the  jetty,  bearing  by  compafs 
N.  48  W.  and  the  fouthernmoft  fort  S.  pi  W. 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  towm. 
This  anchorage  appeared  to  be  far  preferable  to 
our  former  fituation,  being  nearly  as  convenient 
for  the  landing  place,  without  the  hazard  of  da¬ 
maging  the  cables  by  anchors  which  fmall  veftels 
might  have  loft  nearer  in  fhore  ;  and  which  is 
the  only  danger  to  be  apprehended  here,  as  the 
bottom  is  good  holding  ground,  and,  to  all  ap¬ 
pearance,  perfedlly  free  from  rocks. 

The  furf  that  had  beaten  with  great  violence 
VoL.  I.  G 
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on  the  fliorcs  for  feme  days  paft,  and  for  flicker¬ 
ing  againil  which  the  pier  of  S'""  Cruz  is  but  ill 
contrived,  had  much  retarded  the  Chatham’s  bu- 
finefs  of  taking  on  board  fhingle  ballaft,  and  pre¬ 
vented  the  completion  of  that  objeeft  until  late 
on  Saturday  night  the  7th,  when  we  put  to  fea, 
and  directed  our  courfe  to  the  fouthward. 

The  ballaft  which  the  Chatham  had  now  taken 
on  board  certainly  prevented  her  being  fo  very 
crank,  but  it  did  not  feem  to  have  contributed 
to  her  failing,  as  the  Difeovery  ftill  prefer ved  a 
great  fuperiorlty  in  that  refpedl. 

Not  having  fuppofed  we  foould  have  been  fo 
long  detained  at  Teneriffe,  I  took  no  fteps  for 
making  aftronomical  obfervations  onfliore;  thofe 
taken  on  board  fhewed  the  longitude  by  the 
chronometer  to  be  17^  only  50^^  to  the 
weftward  of  the  true  longitude,  as  laid  down  in 
the  requlfite  tables:  the  latitude  by  our  obferva¬ 
tions  was  28^28^  38^  and  the  variation,  by  the 
mean  refult  of  all  our  cards  and  compaifes,  was 
l0'’38/',  diiFering  from  15°  58'  to  17°  1/^  weft- 
-wardly. 

For  the  information  of  thofe  who  may  be  in- 
iduced  to  viiit  Teneriffe  at  this  feafon  of  the  year 
.with  the  hope  of  procuring  refrefliments,  1  mult 
remark,  that  we  found  the  wine,  water,  and  beef 
exceedingly  good,  and  were  induced  to  take  fome 
days  fupply  of  the  latter  to  fea ;  but  fruit,  vegc- 

tablesy 
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tables,  poultry,  and  all  kinds  of' live  ftock  were 
very  indifferent,  and  moft  extravagantly  expenfive. 

'Towards  noon  of  Sunday  the  8th,  we  loft  fight 
of  the  Canaries.  The  trade  w  ind  blew"  a  pleafant 
gale,  th^  fea  was  fmooth,  and  the  weather,  being 
fine,  enabled  us  to  make  fome  excellent  lunar 
obfervations ;  thofe  I  took  fliew^ed  the  longitude 
to  be  ]  52^  thofe  taken  by  Mr,  Whidbey 

52^  30^^;  and  the  chronometer  fhewed 
45''.  The  latitude,  at  this  time,  was  27^  5^ north; 
and  the  variation,  by  three  compafles  differing 
from  15°  ]0'  to  18^  5  ft,  was  17^  3  3'  4o"  wxft- 
w^ardly. 

Our  courfe  from  the  Canaries  w^as  directed  to 
the  wxftward  of  the  cape  de  Verd  Iflands,  wdiich 
w^e  gained  fight  of  and  pafled  on  the  forenoon  of 
Saturday  the  14th.  The  N.  W.  extremity  'of 
the  Ifland  of  St.  Antonio  appeared,  by  our  obfer¬ 
vations,  to  be  fituated  in  17''  10'  north  latitude, 
and  25^  S'  22"  weft  longitude ;  the  variation  of 
the  compafs  12^  32'  }5"  weftwardly.  The  frefli 
beef  that  we  had  brought  from  Tenerifte  being 
exhaufted,  on  Wednefday  the  1 8th,  portable 
broth  and  four  krout  were  again  ferved  to  the 
the  ftiips’  crews ;  at  this  time  we  had  reached 
the  latitude  of  35'  north,  longitude  23''  27' 
wxft,  when  the  weather,  wdilch  had  been  plea¬ 
fant  and  attended  with  a  frefti  eale  from  the 
N.E.  very  materially  altered  :  the  wind  flackened 
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and  veered  round  to  the  north,  and  the  atmof- 
phere,  though  not  cloudy,  was  encumbered  with 
a  bright  haze  nearly  approaching  to  a  fog,  but 
without  the  leaft  dampnefs  or  humidity.  Through 
this  medium  the  heavenly  bodies  were  fufficiently 
vifible  whilft  terreftrial  objefts  were  only  dif- 
ccrnible  at  fmall  diftances.  This  very  fingular 
appeiiance  continued  a  few  days  until  Saturday 
the  2lfl:,  when,  in  latitude  6°  20''"  north,  and  lon¬ 
gitude  22®  40^  weft,  the  northerly  breeze  died 
away,  the  denfe  atmofphere  dlfappeared,  and  they 
were  fucceeded  by  calm,  cloudy,  hot  weather, 
the  thermometer  ftanding  from  80®  to  83®,  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  heavy  fhow^ers  of  rain  and 
gufts  of  wind  in  various  direftions,  though  ge¬ 
nerally  from  the  eaftern  quarter  between  N.  E. 
and  fouth.  Our  progrefs,  with  this  kind  of  wea¬ 
ther,  was  flow  until  Tuefday  the  24th5  when,  in 
latitude  4®  25''  north,  longitude  21®  S6^  weft,  we 
feemed  to  have  paffed  the  line  of  thofe  unplea- 
fant  and  frequently  unhealthy  regions.  The 
fteadinefs  of  the  gentle  gale,  and  the  ferenity  of 
the  weather  Indicated  our  having  reached  the  S. 
E. trade  winds;  thefe  conjectures  were  foon  eftab- 
liflied  by  the  wind  gradually  increafing,  fo  that, 
about  midnight  on  Friday  the  27th,  we  crofted 
the  eouator  in  25®  15^  weft  lonsfitude.  The  va- 
nation  to  this  point  bad  gradually,  though  not 
very  regularly,  decreafed  to  about  9°  weftwardly; 
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and  the  lunar  obfervations,  lately  taken,  had  cor- 
refponded  within  a  few  minutes  with  the  longi¬ 
tude  fliewn  by  the  chronometer. 

Croffing  the  equator  fo  far  to  the  weft  ward  has 
been  frequently  objected  to,  as  being  liable  to 
entangle  Ihlps  with  the  coaft  of  Brazil.  I  am, 
however,  of  a  difterent  opinion,  and  conceive 
many  advantages  are  derived  by  thus  croffing  the 
line ;  fuch  as,  purfuing  a  track  deftitute  of  thofe 
calms  and  heavy  rains,  wffiich  are  ever  attendant 
on  a  more  caftwardly  route.  By  every  informa¬ 
tion  I  have  been  enabled  to  collebi,  it  does  not 
appear  that  much  is  to  be  gained  in  point  of  dif- 
tance  by  croffing  the  equator  in  a  more  eaftw^ardly 
longitude  ;  fince  it  feems  that  veffels  which  have 
purfued  their  foutherly  courfe  to  crofs  the  line 
under  the  loth,  15th,  or  20th  meridian  of  W'cft 
longitude,  have,  by  the  trade  wand  blowang  there 
in  a  more  foutherly  direftion,  been  driven  equally 
as  far  wxft,  to  the  25th,  26th,  and  27th  degrees 
of  weft  longitude  before  they  have  been  enabled 
to  a:ain  the  variable  winds,  without  the  benefit  of 
a  conftant  breeze  and  fair  weather,  wffiich  with 
the  very  little  interruption  between  the  2lft  and 
2  1th,  w^as  experienced  during  this  paffage. 

From  the  equator,  with  a  briik:  trade  wdnd,  w^e 
ftccred  with  a  full  fail  and  flowing  Iheet ;  which 
by  the  ift  of  June  brought  us  to  the  latitude 
ol  52'  fouth,  longitude  2Q® weft ;  wffience 
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we  ceafed  ftretching  further  to  the  weftward, 
and  made  a  good  courfe  a  few  degrees  to  the 
caftvvard  of  fouth  ;  fo  that  on  Thurfday  the  Qth 
we  had  reached  the  latitude  of  IQ""  4/'  fouth,  lon¬ 
gitude  2/0  27^  Vv^eft,  approaching  to  the  parallel 
of  the  ifiands  Trinadada  and  Martin  Vas.  The 
wind  now  permitted  our  fleering  well  to  the 
caflward  of  fouth ;  but  lefl  an  error  fhould  have 
exifled  in  our  longitude,  or  in  that  of  thofe  ifiands, 
I  diredted  the  Chatham  to  increafe  her  diflance 
from  us  by  holding  a  fouth  courfe,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  gaining  a  view  of  that  land  ;  by  fun-fet 
wc  were  in  the  latitude  of  20°  9'  fouth,  the  pa¬ 
rallel  of  thofe  ifiands,  but  faw  nothing  of  them. 
The  longitude  of  the  former  is  flated  to  be  28“ 
50f'that  of  the  latter  28^34'  weft;  allowing 
their  longitude,  and  that  of  the  fhip,  to  have  been 
accurately  afeertained,  we  paffed  them  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  24  and  ]  9  leagues. 

On  Sunday  the  12th  w^e  croffed  the  fouthern 
tropic  in  25“  IS'  weft  longitude  ;  •  the  variation 
of  the  compafs  had  now  gradually  decreafed  to 
4“  30'  wcflwardly,  and  having  lately  taken  miany 
very  good  lunar  diftances  of  the  fun  and  flars  on 
different  fides  of  the  moon,  I  affumed  their  mean 
refult  as  the  true  longitude,  or  nearly  fo ;  by 
which,  the  obfervations  for  the  lon2;itude,  ac- 
cording  to  the  chronometer,  appeared  to  be  14' 
25”  too  iar  to  the  eaftward ;  whence  it  fliould 
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appear,  that  it  was  not  gaining  quite  fo  much  as 
had  been  allowed  in  confequence  of  its  rate,  as 
ascertained  at  Portfmouth.  After  croffing  the 
tropic  of  Capricorn,  the  wind  became  very  va¬ 
riable,  as  well  in  point  of  ftrength  as  in  diredtion, 
fo  that  on  Tuefday  the  28Lh  we  had  only  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  latitude  of  31^  5(3^  South,  longitude 
40  ]  well. 

The  weather  was  in  general  very  pleafant : 
and  the  Chatham,  to  our  great  mortification, 
continued  to  Sail  equally  flow  in  light  as  in  frefh 
gales,  which  materially  atSedled  the  progreSs  of 
our  voyage ;  the  obiedt  of  which  was  of  Such  a 
nature  that  it  would  allow  of  no  opportunity  of 
being  pafSed  by,  that,  with  propriety,  could  be 
embraced  for  the  advancement  of  geography  and 
navigation ;  and  as  Captain  Cook’s  chart  of  the 
Sandwich  iflands  prefented  little  field  for  any  im¬ 
provement  that  could  occupy  the  feveral  wdnters 
we  vycre  likely  to  pafs  in  their  vicinity,  I  refolv- 
ed  in  our  way  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  vifit  the 
S.W.  part  of  New  Holland,  and  endeavour  to  ac- 
(pire  fome  Information  of  that  unknown,  though' 
interesting  country.  Having  much  buSi riels  tc 
perform  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  the  car¬ 
penter’s  department,  it  became  expedient,  for  the 
carrying  into  execution  the  whole  of  my  plan, 
that  no  time  fhould  be  loft  ;  particularly  as  our 
pafSage  from  England  had  already  exceeded  the 

G  4  limits 


A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY 


104 


[jULY> 


limits  of*  my  expecflations.  Thefe  reafbns  induced 
me  to  make  the  beft  of  our  way  in  the  Difco- 
very  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  fliould  the 
Chatham  be  able  to  keep  up  with  us,  fhe  was 
directed  fo  to  do  ;  if  other  ways,  Mr.  Broughton 
was  provided  with  fufficient  inftrudlions. 

The  wind  was  light  and  variable,  until  Friday, 
July  the  Jft,  in  latitude  33^  54'  fouth,  longitude 
58'  40^^  weft,  it  blew  a  fine  gale  from  the  N.N.  E» 
attended  with  pleafant  weather ;  the  Chatham 
until  this  evening  remained  in  fight,  but  in  the 
morning  was  not  within  the  limits  of  oui*  hori¬ 
zon.  As  we  approached  the  African  fhore  the 
w-^eather  became  very  unfettled,  with  fudden 
tranfitions  from  calms  to  heavy  gales,  attended 
with  much  thunder,  lightning,  and  a  heavy  fwell 
from  the  weflward  and  S.  W.  One  of  thefe 
gales,  on  Tuefday  the  5th,  reduced  us  for  a  few 
hours  to  our  courfes.  The  wind  became  fouth- 
w^ardly  with  pleafant  weather  on  Thurfday  the 
7th,  when  a  firange  fall  was  defcried  to  the  N.E. 
holding  a  courfe,  as  if  intending  to  pafs  the  Cape, 
and  fome  of  us  thinking  the  fea  was  difcoloured, 

t 

we  tried  for  foundings,  but  found  no  bottom  with 

140  fathoms  of  line.  After  paffing  the  2/^  of 

% 

fouth  latitude,  many  oceanic  birds  were  our  bon- 
ftant  companions,  confifling  of  three  kinds  .,of 
albatrolTes,  the  quebrantahiufibs,  plntadoes,  the 
footy,  the  blacky  and  fmall  blue  petrels,  with 
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fome  few  other  fmall  birds  of  the  fame  tribe  ; 
amongft  which  were  but  few  of  the  ftorm  petrel, 
which  in  thefe  regions  are  generally  numerous. 
Mofi:  of  thefe,  by  the  /  th,  had  difappeared,  and, 
in  their  place,  were  fcen  the  blue  petrel  of  the 
larger  fort,  though  comparatively  in  fmall  num¬ 
bers  ;  at  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  35^  13^ 
fouth,  longitude  IT^eaft.  The  wind  blew  a- 
ftrong  gale  from  Vv^.  S.  W.  in  the  afternoon  of 
Friday  the  8th,  when  judging  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  to  bear  from  us  N.  06  E.  true,  diltant  1  8 
leagues,  we  experienced,  for  the  fpace  of  about 
fevcn  miles,  a  mofi:  extraordinary  agitation  in  the 
fea,  to  be  compared  only  to  a  large  cauldron  of 
boiling  water  ;  this  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  efFedl: 
of  two  contending  currents,  and  for  that  reafon 
1  did  not  try  foundings.  I  was  a!fo  particularly 
anxious  to  gain  fight  of  the  land,  which,  in  the 
event  of  the  chronometer  proving  correcl,  there 
was  great  probability  of  doing  before  dark  ;  but 
not  feeing  it  we  flood  on  tilh  ten  in  the  evening, 
when,  by  our  lunar  obfervations,  fuppoflng  the 
Cape  land  to  be  about  eight  leagues  diftant,  we 
hauled  to  the  wind,  and  plied  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  our  then  fituation  until  the  morning  ot  Sa¬ 
turday  the  gth.  At  day  light  the  Cape  w'as  in 
fight,  bearing  eafl  by  compafs,  eight  leagues  dif¬ 
tant.  This  inflance  will,  I  truft,  be  not  the  only 
one  I  fliall  be  able  to  adduce,  to  prove  the  utility 
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of  the  lunar  method  of  finding  the  longitude,  and 
the  very  great  importance  that  fuch  information 
muft  be  of  to  every  fea  officer. 

At  this  feafon  of  the  year,  the  boiftcrous  wea¬ 
ther  and  the  prevailing  winds  from  the  N.  W. 
rendering  Table  Bay  not  only  exceffively  unplea- 
fant  but  infecure,  our  courfe  was  diredled  to 
Falfe  Bay.  At  noon,  the  obferved  latitude  was 
34°  2(3'  fouth,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  then  bear¬ 
ing  E.  N-  E.  five  or  fix  miles  diftant.  This  pro¬ 
montory,  and  the  dangerous  rocks  that  lie  in  its 
neighbourhood,  we  pafied,  and  fcood  into  Falfe 
Bay,  where  in  the  evening,  the  weather  falling 
calm,  we  anchored  in  40  fathoms  vrater ;  the 
Cape  bearing  weft  by  compafs,  ten  miles  diftant; 
Si  mon’s  Bay  N.  N.W.  and  the  Falfe  Cape  S.  E.; 
in  this  fituation  the  chronometer  fliewed  the  lon¬ 
gitude  to  be  3  S''  52'  45",  making  an  error,  or  va¬ 
riation  in  its  rate  of  ffoina:,  as  afeertained  at  Portf- 
mouth,  of  3  8'  3o"  equal  to  P  3  4"  of  time  fincc 
the  firft  day  of  March  ;  which  will,  without 
doubt,  be  received  and  confidered  as  being  very 
corredl ;  it  alfo  correfponded  with  my  obferva- 
tions,  and  what  on  that  fubjeci:  I  had  noticed  on 
the  1 2th  ot  June. 

Qur  paifage  through  the  Atlantic  Ocean  being 
thus  accompiifiicd,  it  becomes  requifite,  in  com¬ 
pliance  vvlch  the  method  propofed  in  the  intro- 
duettion  for  corredlng  the  errors  ot  navigation,  to 
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have  fome  retrofped:  to  this  paffagc,  efpccially 
fincc  pafiing  the  Cape  de  Verd  lilands. 

From  the  Ifland  of  St.  Antonio,  until  we  had 
eroded  the  latitude  of  cape  St.  Auguftine,  we 
Vv  ere  materially  ’  afFeftcd  by  currents  ;  and  be¬ 
tween  the  latitude  of  6^  north  and  the  equator, 
ftrong  riplings  were  confpicuous  on  the  furface  of 
the  fea.  Thefe  currents,  contrary  to  the  general 
opinion,  feem  to  poffefs  no  regularity,  as  we 
lound  ourfelves,  day  alter  day,  driven  in  direc¬ 
tions  very  contrary  to  our  expectations  from  the 
impulfe  we  had  experienced  on  the  former  day, 
and  by  no  means  attended  wdth  that  periodical 
uniformity,  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Nicholfon  in  his 
lately  revifed  and  correCfed  Indian  direCfory,  pub- 
liflied  in  the  year  178/.  On  the  contrary,  in- 
ftead  of  the  currents  at  this  feafon  of  the  year, 
agreeably  to  his  hypothefis,  fetting  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  the  moft  prevailing  ftream  we  experienced 
fet  to  the  fouth,  and  more  in  a  fouth-eaftern  than 
a  fouth-weftern  direction.  This  verv  able  ma- 
rincr,  ftill  wedded  to  formerly  adopted  opinions, 
Ihrongly  recommends  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pafs  as  a  means  for  afeertainins;  the  lomntude  at 

J.  O  O 

fea :  yet,  had  we  been  no  better  provided,  w’c 
might  have  fearched  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
agreeably  with  his  propofitions,  to  little  effedl : 
for  w'hen  we  were  in  latitude  35"^  fouth,  with 
20^  lO'  weft  variation,  v/e  had  only  reached  the 
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longitude  of  0°  3o'  eafi: ;  and  again,  w^hen  in  la¬ 
titude  35°  22'  fouth,  with  22®  7^  weft  variation, 
we  had  only  advanced  to  the  longitude  of  1 1""  25' 
eaft,  inftead  of  being,  according  to  Mr.  Nichol- 
fon’s  hypothefis,  in  the  firft  inftance  nearly  under 
the  meridian  of  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  in 
the  fecond,  under  that  of  cape  Aguilas ;  and  it 
was  not  until  we  had  near  of  weft  variation, 
that  w^e  approached  the  meridian  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  The  obfervations  for  the  variation 
were  made  with  the  greateft  care  and  attention  ; 
>and  though  generally  confidered  as  very  corredl, 

they  differed  from  one  to  three,  and  fometimes 

«/ 

four  degrees,  not  only  when  made  by  different 
compaffes  placed  in  different  fituatlons  on  board, 
and  the  fliip  on  different  tacks,  but  by  the  fame 
compafs  in  the  fame  fituatlon,  made  at  moderate 
intervals  of  time  the  difference  in  the  refults  of 
fuch  obfervations,  at  the  fame  time,  not  preferv- 
ing  the  leaft  degree  of  uniformity.  Hence  the 
affertion  amounts  nearly  to  an  abfurdity,  which 
ftates,  that  v/ith  20^  to  20^  1  o',  or  20°  30'- 
weftwardly  variation,  you  wdll  be  certain”  of' 
fuch  and  fuch  longitude ;  and  it  is  greatly  to  be 
apprehended,  that  navigators  who  rely  on  fuch 
means  for  afceriaining  their  fituation  in  the  ocean, 
will  render  themfelves  liable  to  errors  that  may 
be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confequences. 
Other  methods  arc,  I  truft,  in  a  fair  train  for  ac- 
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complifliing  this  defirable  object ;  and  I  yet  hope 
to  fee  the  period  arrive,  when  every  fea-faring 
perfon  capable  of  uiing  a  quadrant,  will,  on  due 
inftrudiion,  be  enabled  by  lunar  obfervatlons  to 
determine  his  longitude  at  fea.  It  has  been  al¬ 
ready  obferved,  that  fuch  information  may  be  ac¬ 
quired  with  cafe,  and  without  laborious  ftudy  or 
tedious  application ;  this  was  further  warranted 
by  our  example  on  board  the  Difeovery ;  where, 
on  our  departure  from  England,  Mr.  Whldbey 
and  myfelf  could  be  confidered  as  the  only  pro¬ 
ficients  in  this  branch  of  fcience ;  but  now, 
amongft  the  officers  and  gentlemen  of  the  quar¬ 
ter  deck,  there  were  feveral  capable  of  afeertain- 
ing  their  fituatlon  in  the  ocean,  with  every  de¬ 
gree  of  accuracy  neceflary  for  all  the  important 
purpofes  of  navigation. 

With  a  light  fouthwardly  breeze  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  Sunday  the  10th,  we  weighed  anchor, 
and  with  the  affiftance  of  our  boats  a- head,  tow¬ 
ing  the  fhip,  we  reached  Simon’s  bay  at  about 
feven  in  the  evening,  where  we  anchored  in 
twelve  fathoms  water;  Falfe  cape  bearing  by 
compafs  in  a  line  with  tne  fouth  point  of  the 
bay,  S.  37  E.  Noah’s  ark,  S.  51  E.  the  Roman 
rocks,  S,  80  E.  and  the  flag-ftaff  on  the  battery, 
S.  8y  W.  about  a  quarter  of  a  mil^  from  the 
fliore. 

The  day  before  a  brig  w^as  feen  in  fiiore  of  ms, 
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which  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  Chatham  ;  but  as  ' 
the  private  fignal  was  not  acknowledged  by  ber> 
we  concluded  ourfelves  miftaken.  Our  firft  con- 
jedlures,  however,  proved  to  be  right,  as  Mr, 
Broughton  now  informed  me  the  fignal  had  eC 
caped  their  attention.  Since  we  had  leparated, 
the  Difcovcry  had  outfailed  her  confort  only  the 
night’s  run  ;  the  Chatham  not  having  hauled  her 
wind  or  fliortened  fail  on  Friday  night,  fhe  was 
the  next  morning  within  the  fame  diftance  of 
the  land  as  the  Dilcovery.  Nothing  had  occur¬ 
red  during  this  reparation  veorthy  of  notice.  I 
was  made  exceffivcly  happy  to  underfland  from 
Mr.  Broughton,  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Chatham,  like  thofe  of  the  Difcovery,  were  in 
general  very  healthy.  Bcfide  the  Chatham,  w^e 
found  here  his  Majeffy’s  fiilp  the  Gorgon  ;  the 
Warren  Haftings,  and  Earl  Fitzwilllam  India- 
mcn  from  Bengal ;  two  port  Jackfon  tranfports 
from  China  bound  home;  three  with  convldis 
bound  to  port  Jackfon  ;  tw  o  Am.erican,  and  fome 
Dutch  and  Danlfii  mierchant  ihips ;  the  total 
amounting  to  feventeen  fall  in  the  bay. 

in  the  morning  of  Monday  the  ]  ith,  an  of¬ 
ficer  w^as  font  on  fhore  to  acquaint  the  rcfident 
commandant  of  the  port,  Mr.  Brandt,  of  our  ar¬ 
rival,  and  to  requefi:  his  permiffion  to  procure 
inch  refrefiiments  and  ftores  as  our  w^ants  now 
demanded,  and  to  eredl  our  obfervatory  and  fuch 
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tents  on  fliore  as  might  be  requifite  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  neceffary  refitment  of  the  vef- 
fels ;  with  all  which  Mr.  Brandt  very  politely 
complied ;  and,  on  the  return  of  the  officer,  the 
garrlfon  was  faluted  with  eleven  guns  ;  wdrich 
compliment  being  equally  returned,  attended  by 
Mr.  Broughton  and  fome  of  the  officers,  I  waited 
on  Mr.  Brandt,  who  received  us  with  the  great- 
eft  politenefs  and  hofpitality,  the  w^ell  known 
charadleriftics  of  that  gentleman.  Having,  on  a 
former  occafion,  benefited  by  his  good  offices  in 
the  excellency  of  the  fupplies  provided  for  the 
Refolution  and  Difeovery,  I  concerted  meafures 
with  him,  on  the  prefent,  for  the  like  purpofe. 
Mr.  Brandt  undertook,  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
De  Wit,  of  Cape  Towm,  to  fee  all  our  neccffities 
provided  for  with  the  beft  of  the  fevcral  commo¬ 
dities  the  countrv  afforded.  The  Difeoverv's 
bowfprlt,  being  found  Infinitely  too  w^eak,  was 
taken  out  in  order  to  befttrengthened  by  one  of 
the  fifties  vre  had  on  board  ;  the  whole  of  the 
head  railing,  having  been  w^afned  away,  was  to 
be  replaced ;  the  velTels  wanting  caulking  fore 
and  aft ;  the  rigging,  overhauling  ;  caflcs  to  be 
fet  up  for  receiving  provifions  and  w  ater ;  the 
fails  repairing,  and  icveral  materially  altering; 
the  powder  airing;  and  the  Ikids  and  booms 
raifing,  for  the  better  enabling  ot  the  people  to 
w’ork  upon  deck ;  the  fhip  proving^  fufiiciently 
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lllfr  to  admit  of  fuch  accommodation.  Artificers 

were  hired  to  affift  our  own  in  thefe  fevcral  du- 

»■ 

ties;  which  being  in  a  ftate  of  forwardncfs  by 
the  14th,  Mr.  Broughton  and  myfcif  paid  our 
refpedls  to  Mr.  Rhenias;  the  adiing  governor  at 
Cape  Town,  with  the  further  view  of  infpc fling 
the  ftores  and  provifions,  the  major  part  of  which 
were  to  come  from  thence.  Four  of  our  fea- 
men,  whofe  conftitutions  feemed  unequal  to  the 
fervice  in  w  hich  tiiey  had  engaged,  and  whom  I 
had  now  an  opportunity  of  replacing,  were  fent 
on  board  the  Warren  Haftings ;  and,  with  her, 
on  Monday  the  i8th,  failed  for  England. 

All  our  ftores  and  provifions  being  forwarded 
from  Cape  Town  by  Friday  the  5th  of  Auguft', 
we  took  leave  of  the  governor  and  our  Cape 
friends,  from  whom  we  had  experienced  the 
moft  attentive  civility ;  and  having  completed 
inch  obfervatlons  as  were  wanted,  the  obfervatory 
with  the  inftruments  were,  on  Tuefday  the  Qth, 
fent  on  board. 

By  Thurfday  the  llth,  all  our  tranfaflions 
were  finilhed  with  the  fliore  ;  having  obtained 
for  each  veffel  a  fupply  of  provifions,  which  com- 
pleted  our  ftock  for  eighteen  months  at  full  al¬ 
lowance,  and  a  due  proportion  of  ftores  for  the 
like  period.  I  took  on  board  alfb  feven  ewes 
and  fix  rams  ;  an  affortment  of  garden  feeds,  vine 
cuttings,  ajL)d  other  plants  that  were  likely  to 

grow. 
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grov/,  and  prQve  valuable  acquilltions  to  dur 
friends  in  the  South-Sea  iflands.  As  I  intended 
putting  to  fea  the  next  day,  we  were  bufily  em¬ 
ployed  in  preparing  the  fliip  for  that  purpofe, 
which,  on  the  morning  of  Friday  the  12th,  we 
attempted  ;  but  the  wind  fliifting  to  the  S.  S.  E. 
permitted  our  taking  only  a  more  outfide  birth  for 
the  better  fconvenience  of  failing  when  the  wind 
lliould  prove  more  favorable. 

It  is  cuftomary  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  fb 
many  of  the  offi  cers  as  can  conveniently  be  fpared 
to  take  up  their  refidence  on  fhore.  In  this  re-» 
Ipeft  I  had  conformed  to  old  pra Alices,  but  was 

i 

exceffively  mortified,  at  my  return  on  board,  to 
find  that  feveral  of  our  people  had,  wdthin  a  few 
days,  become  indlfpofed  with  a  dyfentery,  which 
iat  firfl;  feemed  of  little  importance,  but  had  now 
put  on  a  very  ferious  appearance ;  and  fome  of 
the  patients  were  extremely  ill.  The  caufe  of 
this  unfortunate  malady  it  w^as  hard  to  afcertain: 
the  crew'  had  not  been  fubje6l  to  inebriety  ;  their 
provifions  had  been  of  the  beft  quality,  and  moft; 
wffiolefome  nature ;  and  every  precaution  had 
been  taken  to  prevent  their  fleeping  on  deck,  of 
expofing  themfeives  to  the  dew  or  night  air.  No 
megled:  of  the  falutary  meafures  generally  ob^ 
ferved,  or  individual  indifcretion  of  any  fort  foem*- 
ed  to  have  produced  this  lamentable  vifitation, 
whofe  contagious  influence  fuffered  no  one  to 
VoL.  L  H  efcape 
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cfcape  unattacked  ;  although  myfelf  and  officers 
did  not  feel  its  effects  fo  violently  as  they  were 
experienced  by  the  people.  The  fame  diforder 
had  not  only  appeared  on  board  the  Chatham, 
and  the  tranfports  bound  to  port  Jackfon,  but  on 
ffiore  ;  and  at  length  it  was  attributed  to  a  large 
Dutch  ffiip  lately  arrived  from  Batavia,  from 
which  many  men  had  been  fent  on  fhore  to  the 
hofpital  very  ill,  and  dying  with  that  and  other 
infedlious  diforders.  The  furgeon  of  the  Difco- 
very  was  feized  in  a  very  fudden  and  fmgular 
manner,  and,  reduced  to  an  extreme  ftate  of  de¬ 
lirium,  without  any  other  fymptoms  which  indi- 
,cated  fever. 

,_To  perfons,  fituated  as  we  were,  oti  the  eve  of 
quitting  the  civilized  w^orld,  and  deftitute  of  all 
help  and  refources,  but  fuch  as  we  carried  with 
us,  fuch  a  calamity  was  of  the  moft  ferious  and 
diftr effing  nature ;  and  w^as  not  only  feverely  felt 
at  the  moment,  but  tended  to  deftroy  the  good 
effects  we  had  every  reafon  to  expedl  from  the 
very  excellent  and  abundant  fupply  of  refrefii- 
ments  the  Cape  had  afforded.  I  now  became 
exceffively  anxious  to  get  to  fea,  left  the  Bata¬ 
vian,  flilp  fliould  comraunieate  any  other  diforder, 
or  a  worfe  fpecies  of  that  with  which  we  were 
.already  attacked.  This  earneft  defire,  a  S.  E. 
wind  and  calms  prevented  our  accomplifliing 
•until  Wednefday  the  17th,  when,  about  noon, 

a  light 
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a  light  breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  N.  W.  we 
failed,  in  company  with  the  Chatham,  out  of 
Simon’s  bay,  and  fainted  the  garrifon  with  eleven 
guns,  which  were  equally  returned. 

Few  of  our  tranfad.ions,  whilft  at  our  laft  fta- 
tion,  appeared  worthy  of  recording  excepting  the 
occurrences  at  the  obfervatory,  where  I  did  not 
think  any  obfervations  were  at  all  necefTary  for 
afcertaining  the  longitude ;  as  that  muft  have 
been  accurately  determined  long  ago  by  perfons 
of  greater  information  and  fuperior  abilities.  The 
latitude  ;  the  rate  and  error  of  the  chronometer ; 
and  the  variation  and  dip  of  the  magnetic  needle, 
were  the  principal  objects  that  occupied  our  at¬ 
tention.  The  former  would  not  have  attracted 
much  of  my  notice,  had  it  not  appeared  by  the 
firfh  day’s  obfervations,  that  a  very  material  dif¬ 
ference  exifted  between  the  latitude  fliewn  by 
my  obfervations,  and  the  latitude  of  Simon’s  bay 
as  ftated  by  Captain  King  in  the  3d  vol.  of  Cook’s 
Voyage  to  the  Northern  Hemifphere,  where,  in 
page  484,  it  is  fald  that  the  latitude  of  the  an- 
chorage  place  in  Simon’s  bay  is,  by  obfervation, 
34"  20^  fouth.”  This,  however,  is  moft  pro¬ 
bably  an  error  of  the  prefs,  fince,  immediately 
afterv/ards,  we  find  the  Cape  point  is  faid  to  be 
in  34"  23^  fouth  ;  which  point  is  at  leafl  12  or 
13  miles  to  the  fquthward  of  Simon’s  bay.  Our 
obfervatory  was  fituated  near  the  fouth  point  of 

H  2  this 
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this  bay,  and  its  latitude,  deduced  from  20  me¬ 
ridional  altitudes  of  the  fun  and  ftars,  was  34®  1 
40^^;  this,  on  allowing  the  diftance  to  the  Cape 
point,  wdll  be  nearly  found  to  agree  with  its  la¬ 
titude  ;  which  was  further  confirmed  by  our  ob- 
fervations  on  paffing  it  the  day  wx  entered  Falfe 
bay. 

By  the  firfl;  obfervations,  made  on  fliore,  the 
chronometer  fhewed  the  longitude  to  be  18®  39^ 
45^^,  which  was  ]  Y  45^^  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
truth,  and  correfponded  with  what  has  been 
ftated  before,  that  it  was  not  gaining  at  the  rate 
we  had  allowed:  further  obfervations,  however, 
demonftrated  that,  although  it  might  have  been 
gaining  lefs  during  the  pafifage,  it  was  now  evi¬ 
dently  gaining  on  its  Portfmouth  rate,  and  was 
found  on  the  8th  of  Auguft  at  noon,  to  be  faft  of  * 
mean  "time  at  Greenwich,  \f  49^^  ,  and  gain¬ 

ing  on  mean  time  at  the  rate  of  2%"'  per  day. 
Mr.  Arnold’s  chronometer  was  found  to  have- 
gone  but  indifferently  on  board  the  Chatham ; 
and,  at  the  obfervatory,  it  w^as  faff  of  mean  time 
at  Greenwich  ]  8'  48'^  ,  and  gaining  on  mean 

time  at  the  rate  of  W"  8^'^  per  day.  The 
variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  taken  at  the 
obfervatory  by  our  different  compaffes  and  cards,^ 
211  twentv  fets  of  azimuths,  varied  from  24®  3'  to 
27^'  48' ;  the  mean  refult  being  25®  40'  weft  va¬ 
riation. 


The 
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The  vertical  inclination  of  the  fouth  point  of 
the  magnetic  needle  was  obferved  to  be 

Marked  end  North,  face  jEaft,  48°  30"' 

Ditto  North,  face  Weft,  48  20 

Ditto  South,  face  Eaft,  48  40 

Ditto  South,  face  Weft,  48  30 

Mean  inclination  of  the  fouth 

point  of  the  dipping  needle  48  30 

N.  B.  The  longitude  throughout  the  voyage, 
and  until  our  arrival  at  St.  Helena,  on  our  re- 
ttirn  to  Europe,  will  be  reckoned  eaftward. 

The  latitude  inferted  in  the  following  chapters, 
and  until  the  13th  of  February,  1792,  when  it 
will  be  otherwife  diftinguifhed,  is  to  be  received;^ 
and  confidered  as  fouth  latitude. 

The  pofitive  or  relative  fituations  of  all  coafts, 
capes,  promontories,-  Ifiands,  rocks,  fands,  break¬ 
ers,  bays,  ports,  &c.  &c.  will  hereafter  be  ftated 
as  tniCy  or  bjy  the  world ;  and  thofe  bearings  which 
will  be  taken  from  any  local  fituation,  whether 
on  board  the  velTels,  or  in  the  boats,  will  be  in- 
farted  according  to  compafs,  and  be  fo  exprefTect? 
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CHAPTER  II. 

( 

Departure  from  Falfe  Bay — Death  of  Neil  Coil  hy 
the  Flux — Proceed  towards  the  Coaji  of  New 
Holland — Dif cover  King  C^eorge  the  Third's 
Sound — -Tranfadlions  there — Leave  King  George 
the  Thirds  Sound — Departure  from  the  South’- 
weji  Cocfl  of  New  Holland, 

The  nature  of  our  voyage  rendering  every 
precaution  necelTary  to  prevent,  as  far  as 
was  poffible,  a  feparation  of  the  veffels,  Mr. 
Broughton,  in  cafe  of  parting  company,  was  pro¬ 
vided  wdth  a  lift,  of  rendezvous ;  and,  the  better 
to  infure  our  rejoining,  I  now  deemed  it  expe¬ 
dient  that  he  fliould  be  furnifhed  wdth  a  copy  of 
.my  inftructions,  and  the  route  I  intended  to  pur- 
fue ;  together  with  ample  directions,  that,  in 
the  event  of  a  total  feparation,  he  might  be  en¬ 
abled  to  carry  the  objects  of  the  expedition  into 
execution. 

Although  our  ftay  at  the  Cape  had  far  exceeded 
my  expectations,  yet  I  did  not  abandon  the  de- 
fign  of  vifiting  the  S.  W.  part  of  New  Holland. 
The  feafbn  w^ould  probably  be  too  far  advanced 
for  acc[uiring  fo  much  information  a$  I  could 

have 


179'^*]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  1  IQ 

have  wifhed,  yet  there  ft’ill  remained  a  fair  prof- 
pect  of  obtaining  fome  intelligence,  which  would 
render  the  talk  lefs  difficult  to  thofe,  whofe  par¬ 
ticular  object  it  might  hereafter  be  to  explore 
that  country.  I  therefore  on  failing  out  of  Falfe 
bay,  appointed  our  next  rendezvous  off,  what 
in  the  charts  is  called  Lyon’s  Land,  in  about 
the  35  th  degree  of  fouth  latitude — in  cafe  of  fe- 
paratlon  to  cruife  there  two  days  ;  and,  not 
meeting  with  the  Difcovery,  then  to  proceed 
agreeably  to  other  inftructions. 

The  Albemarle,  Admiral  Barrington,  and  Bri¬ 
tannia  tranfports  bound  to  port  Jachfon,  followed 
us  out  of  the  bay :  of  thefe  ffilps,  as  well  as  of 
the  African  coaft,  we  took  leave  in  the  even^ 
ing,  and  directed  our  courfe  to  the  fouthward. 
During  the  night,  the  wind  veered  to  the  N.  W. 
and  blew  fo  hard  a  gale  that  we  were  obliged  to 
double  reef  the  topfails  and  take  in  the  forefall, 
as  the  Chatham  was  a  great  diftance  aftern  ;  and 
not  being  in  fight  at  day-break,  we  hauled  to  the 
wind  :  about  feven  fhe  was  fcen  to  the  weft  ward, 
and,  having  joined  company,  we  fteered  to  the 
S.  S.  E.  together.  The  N.  W,  wind  gradually 
increafed,  attended  with  violent  fqualls  and  heavy 
rain,  until  Saturday  the  20th,  when  it  became 
a  perfect  ftorm,  obliging  us  to  ftrike  the  top  gal¬ 
lant  mafts,  and  reducing  us  to  the  forefail,  which 
we  were  neceflitated  to  carry,  though  under  great 

H  4  appre- 
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apprehenfion  of  its  being  blovrn  to  pieces,  in  or¬ 
der  that  we  might  reach  a  more  temperate  re¬ 
gion.  The  fea  ran  exceffively  high,  and  the, 
wind  in  violent  flurries  raifed  the  fpray  into  a  kind 
of  fog,  or  mift,  which  at  intervals  was  quite  fait, 
when  not  mixed  with  the  fliowers  of  rain,  which 
were  frequent,  and  very  heavy  :  in  one  of  thefe 
we  again  loft  fight  of  the  Chatham,  and  feeing 
nothing  of  her  on  its  clearing  away,  the  forefail 
was  furled,  and  the  fhip  brought  to,  under  the 
ftorm  ftayfails.  In  this  fituation,  the  Difcovery 
proved  much  eafier  and  drier  than  we  had  reafori 
to  expedl,  as  fhe  was  now  extremely  deep  with 
ftores  and  provifions.  At  this  time,  vve  were  vi- 
fited  by  many  albatroffes,  and  an  innumerable 
variety  of  birds  of  the  petrel  tribe.  About  noon 
on  Sunday  the  2 1  ft  our  confort  ’^^as  again  in  fight, 
and  on  her  joining  company,  wx  refumed  our 
courfe  to  the  S.  E.  under  the  forefail.  This 
very  boifterous  w^eather,  accompanied  with  much 
thunder  and  lightning,  continued  wdth  intermif- 
fions  fufficient  only  to  tempt  our  fpreading  fome 
additional  canvas,*  (which  was  fcarcely  unfurled 
before  it  was  again  Aeceffary  to  take  it  in)  until 
Monday  the  22d  ;  when' it  fo  far  moderated  as 
to  permit  the  clofe  reefed  topfails  to  be  kept  fet. 
■In  the  afternoon,  we  paffed  the  Albemarle  and 

i.  '  \  '  ' 

Admiral  Barrington.  The  fight  of  thefe  veffels 
was  very  grateful  to  pur  feelings,  particularly  of 

k  K  M  V..’. 
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the  latter,  which  we  had  underftood  was  an  old 
debilitated  iliip,  for  whofe  fafety  during  the  late 
violent  ftormy  weather  we  had  been  greatly  ap- 
•prehenfive.  The  v>^ind,  in  the  morning  of  Tuef- 
day  the  23d,  being  moderate,  the  top-gallant, 
and  ftudding-fails  were  fet  ;  the  weather,  how’- 
ever,  was  unfettled,  with  fhowers  of  hail  and  rain  ; 
and  a  heavy  irregular  fvvxll  rolled  at  the  fame 
time  from  the  northward  and  fouth  weft.  In 
the  intervals  of  fine  weather,  I  got  fome  lunar 
obfervations  which  fhew^ed  the  longitude  at  noon 
to  be  31°  55'';  the  chronometer  by  the  Portf- 
mouth  rate  31^29^;  by  the  Cape  rate  31^42^'; 
the  latitude  8^  Many  wTales  were,  now 
playing  about  the  fhip,  but  a  lefs  number  of 
oceanic  birds  attended  us  than  ufual. 

The  weather  being  tolerably  fair  on  Wednef- 
day  the  24th,  enabled  me  to  make  fome  further ' 
lunar  obfervations.  The  mean  refult  of  thefe, 
and  thofe  taken  the  preceding  day  brought  for- ^ 
^jcard  by  the  chynometer,  ftiewed  the  longitude  at 
noon  to  be  34^  1 3\  By  this  expreffion  is  to  be 
underftood  the  fpace  eaft  or  weft,  which  the  fhip 
may  have  pafled  over  in  the  interval  of  time  be¬ 
tween  the  taking  one  fet  of  lunar  obfervations 
and  that  of  another  ;  the  extent  of  which  fpace 
is  afeertained,  not  according  to  the  yague  mode 
of  the  fhip’s  run,  as  appears  by  the  log,  but  from 
the  diftance  flipwm  by  the  chronometer;  whereby 
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the  refult  of  many  obfervations  made  in  different 
fituations  are  reduced  to  anyone  particular  point. 
The  chronometer  at  this  time,  by  the  Portf- 
mouth  rate,  fhewed  33""  50^,  by  the  Cape  rate 
34^^  5\  the  latitude  3Q^  28' ,  and  the  longitude 
by  Account  30^^  17^.  The  weather  continued  very 
changeable ;  but  the  wind  being  gentle  in  the 
northern  quarter  afforded  an  opportunity  of  fend¬ 
ing  on  board  the  Chatham,  whence  we  under- 
llood  that,  in  confequence  of  a  violent  fea  hav¬ 
ing  ftove  in  the  midihip  ftern  window  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th,  it  had  been  neceffary  to 
bring  to  until  that  damage  was  repaired. 

The  wind  frefliened,  attended  with  frequent 
fqualls,  on  Friday  the  20th ;  when,  having  reached 
latitude  3Q° 45h  longitude  37°  33^  we  were  able 
for  the  firft  time  fmce  our  departure  from  the 
Cape  to  obferve  the  variation ;  which,  by  the 
mean  refult  of  two  compafles,  differing  from 
32""  53'  to  35""  5h  was  found  to  be  32""  5Q'  weft- 
wardly.  In  the  fpace  we  were  now  approaching, 
namely,  hetweeii  the  meridians  of  38^^33^  and 
43°  4  7'  eaft  longitude,  and  the  parallels  of  34°  24', 
and  38°  20^  foyth  latitude,  feven  different  fhoals 
are  faid  to.  exift.  To  acquire  fome  information 
refpedling  a  circumftance  fo  interefting  to  navi¬ 
gation,  I  had  held  this  fouthw^ardly  courfe ;  but 
the  very  ftormy  weather  we  had  lately  contended 
with,  and  the  appearance  of  its  again  returning, 

rendered 
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rendered  a  fearch  for  thefe  fhoals  not  altogether 
prudent.  To  attempt  the  examination  of  the 
whole  fpace  I  confidered  as  not  more  neceffary 
than  dlfcreet  ;  but  fince  in  the  event  of  their  ex- 
iftence,  it  was  highly  probably  they  would  be 

found  conned-ed,  I  was  induced  to  lhape  a  courfe 

'*  * 

fo  as  to  fall  in  with  the  fouth-eafternmoft,  faid 
to  lie  in  latitude  38''20^  longitude  43'' 4 3^  which 
had  been  reported  to  have  been  feen  by  feveral 
Dutch  veffels.  On  Sunday  the  28th,  in  lati¬ 
tude  38"  longitude  42"  30^,  the  wind  at  W* 
S.  W.  increafing  with  great  violence  obliged  me 
to  defift’  from  this  enquiry,  and  for  our  own 
fafety,  in  the  event  of  thefe  flioals  having  exlf- 
tence,  to  hawl  to  the  S.  E.  The  gale  foon  be¬ 
came  a  ftorm,  attended  with  heavy  fqualls,  hail, 
rain,  and  a  mofi:  tremendous  fea  from  the  weft- 
ward  and  S,  W.  wdftch  made  it  neceffary  to  ftrike 
the  top-gallant  mafts,  and  reduced  us  to  the  fore¬ 
fail  ;  which,  with  great  apprehenfion  of  lofing  it, 
W’e  w^ere  obliged  to  carry  in  order  to  pafs  clear  of 
the  fpace  affigned  to  thefe  hidden  dangers.  It  is, 
how^ever,  wmrthy  of  remark,  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  our  courfe  w^as  directed  fo  wdde  of  the  allot¬ 
ted  fpot,  we  certainly  paffed  it  at  no  great  dlf- 
tance  in  the  night,  as  by  our  obfervations  the 
next  day,  Monday  the  2(Jth,  inftead  of  making 
fourteen  miles  fouthina:,  which  the  reckonins: 
gave,  we  found  ourfelves  twelve  miles  to  the 

north 
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•north  of  the  latitude  we  were  in  the  preceding 
day,  the  longitude  45°  4' ,  Whether  this  diffe¬ 
rence  is  to  be  afcribed  to  any  current  produced 
by  the  interruption  thefe  flioals  may  give  to  the 
oceanic  waters,  when  preffed  eaftwardly  by  the 
prevailing  weftwardly  winds,  or  to  the  bad  fteer- 
age  of  the  fliip,  cannot  be  pofitivcly  determined  ; 
but  as  the  Chatham  fleered  precifely  the  fame 
courfe,  the  inference  feems  rather  favorable  to 
our  having  been  influenced  by  a  current  occa- 
fioned  probably  by  the  exiftence  of  fuch  flioals. 
On  the  violence  of  the  florm  abating,  we  made 
fail  and  refumed  our  eaftwardly  courfe,  intending 
to  pafs  in  fight  of  the  iflands  of  St.  Paul  and  Am- 
fterdam.  During  the  gale  we  were  vifited  by  a 
great  number  of  the  various  kinds  of  oceanic 
birds ;  yet  thefe  by  no  means  feemed  to  indicate 
the  vicinity  of  land  or  flioals,  fince  they  are  con-» 
flantly  met  wdth  throughout  the  fouthern  ocean. 

The  weather  that  fucceeded  this  florm  being 
delightfully  pleafant,  attended  with  a  fmooth 
fea,  and  a  gentle  gale  betw^een  the  north  and 
N.  E.  made  me  regret  that  we  had  not  experi¬ 
enced  this  favorable  change  fomewhat  earlier,  as 
it  would  probably  have  enabled  us  to  have  ac¬ 
quired  fome  fatisfaclory  information  as  to  the  ex¬ 
iftence  of  the  flioals  in  qucftion  ;  but  having  now 
no  leifure  for  this  inquiry,  I  w^as  obliged  to  reft 
contented  with  having  exerted  our  frultlefs  cn-; 

dcavours 
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deavours  la  the  attempt,  and  embraced  this  va¬ 
luable  opportunity  of  getting  ourfelvxs  and  fliip 
clean,  dry,  and  comfortable ;  which  lince  our 
leaving  the  land  had  been  very  ill  efFefted. 

The  flux  IHll  continued  amongfi:  us,  and  fome 
of  our  patients  were  yet  very  much  indil’pofed ; 
we  however  were  in  hopes  thafe^  the  prefent  fair 
weather  would  foon  reftore  to  us  the  bleffings  of 
health.  Some  good  obfervations  were  procured 
in  the  courfe  of  this  day,  Tuefday  the  30th,  and 
of  the  preceding  day  with  our  different  compaf- 
fes  :  thole  taken  on  the  3  ift  differed  from  30®  45^ 
to  35®  45^;  and  thofe  on  Thurfday  the  firft  of 
September  from  30®  58^  to  35®  the  mean  re- 
fult  of  feven  fets  of  azimuths  was  32^  4/^  weff- 
wardly  variation;  the  latitude  at  noon  38° 
and  the  longitude  51®  2f.  We  wxre  not  long 
indulged  with  a  continuance  of  the  fine  weather  : 
the  wdnd  gradually  veered  to  the  N.  Ns ,  and 
weftward,  and  Increafed  to  a  frefh  gale ;  which, 
however,  did  not  reduce  us  below^  the  top-fails  ; 
although  the  wxather  bore  a  very  threatening  ap¬ 
pearance  ;  the  iky  was  obfcured  with  dark  gloomy 
clouds,  from  which  fome  rain  fell ;  yet  the  fea 
was  fmooth,  and  the  weather  altogether  was  in¬ 
finitely  more  pleafant  than  w’e  had  lately  expe¬ 
rienced. 

At  noon  on  Sunday  the  4th,  in  latitude  38^0', 
lonirltude  36',  the  firft  feal  wx  had  feen  fince 

V.V  * 
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our  departure  from  the  Cape  amufed  Itfelf  in 
playing  about  the  ihip  for  fome  time ;  but  our 
companions,  the  oceanic  birds,  had  not  lately 
been  very  numerous ;  thefe  vifitors  were  moftly 
pintadoes,  and  other  fmall  birds  of  the  petrel 
tribe. 

Four  fets  of  lunar  obfervations  were  obtained 
on  Monday  the  5th,  which  flievvcd  the  longi¬ 
tude  to  be  04°  \a'  Ao")  the  chroPxOmeter  by  the 
Portfmouth  rate  03°  40^,  and  by  the  Cape  rate 
04°  10',  the  latitude  3  7°5  2h  The  variation  on 


Wednefday  the  7th,  in  latitude  38°  15^  and  Ion- 

o' 

gltude  Oq"^  33h  w^as  obferved  to  be  25'’  52^  weft- 
wardly.  The  fame  gloomy  weather  continued 
with  a  freili  gale  at  N.  N.  W.  In  the  night  we 
had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  Neil  Coil,  one  of  the 


marines,  who  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  baneful  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  flux  caught  at  the  Cape,  which  at¬ 
tacked  him  with  much  greater  violence  than  any 
other  perfon  on  board.  Fie  was  an  exceedingly 
good  man ;  his  lofs  was  fenfibly  felt,  and  much 
ic<2:retted.  In  addition  to  this  calamity,  difafters 

O  V 

of  the  fame  nature  feemed  not  likely  to  termi¬ 
nate  :  another  of  our  people,  wFo  had  fuffered 
very  feverelyby  this  dreadful  contagion,  but  who 
w^as  fo  much  recovered  as  to  be  nearly  equal  to 
his  duty,  was  fo  afFedled  by  this  poor  fellow’s 
diiTolutlon,  that  he  relapfcd  with  very  unfavor¬ 
able  fyrnptonis.  Our  convalefcents  were  ftill 


numerous ; 
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numerous  ;  and  the  work  of  death  having  com- 
menced,  wx  knew  not  wdiere  it  might  end,  or 
where  we  could  recruit  the  ftrength  which  we 
might  thus  lofe  ;  our  whole  complement  being 
fcarcely  equal,  when  in  the  higheft  health,  to  the 
fervice  wx  had  to  perform.  One  refledlion  was, 
however,  highly  fatisfadlory ;  that,  in  point  of 
comfort,  and  profeffional  affiftance,  no  one  thing 
within  our  power  to  fupply,  had  been  omitted 
for  the  prefent  relief  of  the  diftrefs,  or  for  the 
prevention  of  any  melancholy  confequences  in 
future  ;  and  we  trufted,  with  the  Divine  bleffing, 
and  a  fteady  adherence  to  the  condud:,  which 
we  had  obferved,  finally  to  fubdue  and  extirpate 
this  dreadful  maladv. 

In  the  evening  .of  Thurfday  the  8th  I  took 
fome  lunar  diftances  with  the  ftar  Antares,  which, 
with  thofe  taken  on  the  5th,  fhewed  the  longi¬ 
tude  by  their  mean  refult,  to  be  73°  44^;  the  chro¬ 
nometer  by  the  Portfmouth  rate  73°  h,  and  by 
the  Cape  rate  73°  the  latitude  38°  45^,  and 

I 

the  variation  23^  30^  wxftwxrdly. 

The  next  evening,  agreeably  to  our  reckoning, 
we  were  paffing  between  the  iflands  of  St.  Paul 
and  Amfterdam,  dlftant  from  the  latter  about 
five  or  fix  leagues.  The  weather  wxs  thick  and 
rainy,  yet  I  continued  to  hope  that  a  favorable 
interval  wxuld  enable  us  to  fee  one  or  both  of 
thefe  illands,  having  fleered  this  eaffwardly  courfe 

with 
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with  a  wlfla  to  correft  an "  error  that  appears  in' 
Captain  Cook’s  charts  of  the  Ibuthern  hemi- 
fphere.  In  thefe  the  ifland  of  St;  Paul  is  laid  down 
in  the  latitude  of  37°  50^,  correfponding  with 
the  fituation  afhgned  to  It  in  the  requifite  tables  p 
and  to  the  north  of  this  ifland,  in  about  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  30^  40''  is  placed  another  called  the  ifland 
of  Amfterdam  :  now  the  ifland  which  Mr.  Cox 
in  the  Mercury  flopped  at,  and  called  Arnfler- 
dam,  is  in  fight  of  and  fituated  1 7  leagues  to 
the  foiith  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Paul.  Captain 
Bligh,  in  the  Bounty,  alfo  faw  the  fame  ifland, 
and  allots  to  it  nearly ^ the  fame  fituation' as  does 
Mr.  Cox.  For  thefe  reafons,  if  there  be  ari  ifl'and^ 
to  the  north  of  St.  Paul,  in  latitude  4o\  there 
mufl  be  three  inflead  of  two  of  thefe  iflandsy 
which  I  believe  has  never  been  undefflood  to  be 
the  fadt.  The  weather,  howxver,  precluded  my* 
forming  a  jufl  opinion  as  to  this  pointy  wTich  I 
fully  Intended  to  afcertain,  could  we  have  feen 
either  of  the  iflands  ;  but  the  rain  and  haze  con¬ 
tinuing  to  obfcure  every  object  at  the  diflance  of 
two  leagues,  w^e  pereeived  no  indication  of  tha 
vicinity  of  landy  notwdthflandihg  the  immenfo 
number  of  whales  and  feals  which  are  faid  to  fre¬ 
quent  thefe  iflands.  Of  the  latter  we  did  not 
fee  any,  aijd  of  the  former  but  one  ;  wTich  was 
the  only  w^hale  we  had  obferved  flnce  that  men¬ 
tioned  on  the  23d  of  laft  month.  From  hencq 

towards 
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towards  the  coafl;  of  New  Holland,  our  courfe 
was  dlre6lcd  between  the  tracks  of  Dampler  and 

M.  Marlon,  over  a  fpace,  I  believe,  hitherto  un¬ 
frequented.  In  this  route,  affifted  by  a  fine  gale 
between  north  and  W.  N.  W.  we  made  great 
progrefs,  fo  that  our  obferved  latitude  on  Sunday 
the  18th  was  30^  49',  longitude  103°  48':  for 
fome  days  paft  we  had  experienced  a  very  heavy 
fwell  from  the  S.  W.  though  the  wind  prevailed 
from  the  northward. 

The  fituation  of  that  part  of  New  Holland  for 
which  we  were  now  fleering,  being  ill  defined, 
and  a  probability  exifting  that  banks  might  ex¬ 
tend  a  confiderable  diftance  into  the  ocean,  we 
tried,  but  gained  no  foundings  with  180  fathoms 
of  line.  On  Monday  the  19th,  in  latitude  SO"" 
45',  longitude  105^  47^  the  variation  was  obferv¬ 
ed  to  be  14''  10'  wefiwardly.  The  wind  at  N. 

N.  E.  attended  with  heavy  fqualls  and  rain,  in- 
creafed  with  fuch  violence,  as  to  oblige  us  to 
ftrlke  the  top-gallant  mafls,  and  to  furl  the  top- 
fails.  The  pintado  birds  that,  for  fome  days  paft, 
had  nearly  difappeared,  again  vifited  the  fhip, 
accompanied  by  a  great  variety  of  the  petrel 
tribe,  with  fome  albatrolTes ;  and  it  now  feemed 
evident,  that  the  appearance  of  thefe  inhabitants 
of  the  ocean,  was  increafed  in  point  of  numbers 
and  in  variety,  in  proportion  to  the  violence  of 
the  wdnd ;  as  in  moderate  weather  few  only  were 

VoL.  L  I  vifible* 
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vifible.  We  continued ,  to  try  for  foundings  at 
certain  intervals,  but  did  not  reach  bottom  at 
the  ^epth  of  ]  80  fathoms.  The  wind  at  W.  S. 
W.  blew  a  ftrong  gale,  and  the  night  of  Tuefday 
the  20th  being  dark  and  fqually,  we  hauled  to 
the  wind,  and  plied  ;  left  the  land,  which  is  re¬ 
prefen  ted  as  vxry  low,  or  ilioals,  might  be  nearer 
than  we  expedled  ;  at  day-break  we  again  re¬ 
lumed  our  eaftwardly  courfc,  obferving  every 
night  the  like  precautions. 

In  the  morning  of  Friday  the  23d,  conceiving 
'that  the  land  could  not  be  at  any  great  diftance, 
and  that  the  coaft  might  lie  to  the  north  of  the 
courfe  we  were  fteering,  the  Chatham’s  fignal 
was  made  to  look  out  on  the  larboard  beam.  The 
wind  from  the  weftward  blew  a  ftrong  gale,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  very  heavy  fea ;  but  the  fky 
being  clear,  permitted  me  to  obtain  fome  good 
lunar  obfervations,  which,  with  thofe  taken  on 
the  21  ft,  file  wed  the  longitude  at  noon  to  be 
114''  nC;  the  chronometer,  by  the  Portfmouth 
rate  1 1 3*^  32^,  by  the  Cape  rate  1 1 3”  55^  the  la¬ 
titude  33°  Soon  after  mid-day,  the  wind  at 
W.  S.  W,  Increafed  to  a  very  heavy  gale ;  and 
not  choofing,  under  fuch  circumftances,  to  make 
too  free  with  a  coaft  entirely  unexplored ;  we 
hauled  the  wind  to  the  fouthward,  under  the 
forefall  and  ftorm  ftay falls.  Towards  fun-fet, 
land  was  faid  to  be  feen  from  the  maft-head  to 

the 
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the  E.  N.  E.  and,  .although  this  was  not  ablb- 
lutely  certain,  yet  ’it  was  extremely  probable,  ,as 
we  had  paffed  feveral '-leagues  over  the  fpace  af- 
fjgned  to  Lyon’s  Land  in  rnoft  of  the^maps.  A 
prefs  of  fail  wasjnow  carried  in  order  to  keep  to 
the  windward,  having  no  jDottqm  at  the  depth 
-of  1  20  fathoms  ;  iii  fConfequence  oLwhich,  and 
a  very  heavy  fea,  the  larboard  fide  of  the  head, 
with  the  bumkin,  &c.  was  entirely  torn  away. 
On  the  galels  moderating  the' next  morning,  Sa¬ 
turday  the  24th,  we  flood  to  the  north,  in  quefi: 
of  the  land  ;  but  fome  of  the  officers  conceiving 
they  fa w  land  to  the  S.^  E.  we  hauled'our  wind 
again  . in  that  diredtion  until  noon,  in  latitude  35^ 
28^  longitude  115^  10^,  when,  being  difappoint- 
-ed,  wo  again  flood  tojthe  north,  under  double 
reefed  topfaiis,  until i eight  in  the  evening:  we 
then*  stacked  to  fpend  the  night,  which  bore^a 
very  threatening  appearance,  over  a  fpace  we 
were  already  acquainted  with,  and  found  bottom 
at  70  fathoms  depth,  compofed  of  white  fand, 
and  broken  fhells ;  the  latitude  at  this  time  was 
3  4®  5  1^,  the  longitude  1 15®  12^.  The  very  gloomy 
.appearance  of  the  night  rendered  our  carrying  a 
prefs  of  fail  indifpenfably  necefTary  to  preferve  an 
offing,,  as  the  foundings  flrongly  indicated  the 
land  not  to  be  dillant.  'During  the  night  we  did 
not  reach  the  bottom  with  lOO  fathoms  of  line  ; 
-  and  thc' morning  of  Sunday  the  25th,  evinced 

^  I  2 
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our  conjectures  refpeCling  the  weather  not  to  be 
411  founded  ;  as,  about  four  o’clock,  the  flings  of 
the  main  yard  were  carried  away ;  to  replace 
which,’  we  wxre  compelled  to  furl  all  the  falls  on 
the  main- malt: ;  but,  before  this  could  be  ac- 
complifhcd,  the  increafed  violence  of  the  ftorm 
obliged  us  to  take  in  all  our  canvas  but  the  fore- 
fail,  to  flrike  the  top  gallant -mafts,  and  to  get  in 
‘the  Jib-boom  and  fprit-fail  yard.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  we  continued  until  towards  fun-fet,  w  hen 
having  no  bottom  with  1  ]o  fathoms  of  line,  we 
flood  to  the  N.  W.  under  clofe-reefed  topfalls, 
in  the  full  afTurance  of  meeting  the  land  in  that 
direction.  In  the  courfe  of  the  night,  the  gale 
gradually  abated,  and  in  the  forenoon  of  the  next 
'  day,  Monday  the  26th,  the  w'ind  becoming  per- 
feClly  calm,  an  opportunity  was  afforded  ms  of 
repairing  the  many  damages  which  our  rigging 
had  fuftained  in  the  late  boillerous weather.  At 
noon  the  obferved  latitude  w^as  35”  23^  the  lon- 
•  gitude  115^  52’;  in  this  fituatlon,  foundings 
could  not  be  gained  at  the  depth  of  220  fathoms. 

'  In  the  afternoon  a  light  breeze  fprang  up, 5 from 
the  northward,  with  which  we  fleered  to  the 

4 

north-eaflward,  and  foon  difeovered  land  from 
the  mall-head,  bearing  by  compafs  from  N.  E.  to 
N.  2/  E.  It  feemed  of  a  moderate  height,^  re- 
femblliig  in  appearance  the  land  in  the  Britifli 
Channel,  and  was  fuppofed  to  be-  about  ten  or 

twelve 
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twelve  leagues  diftant — No  foundings  with  120 
fathoms  of  line.  The  wind  veering  to  the.N. 
W.  enabled  us  to  fteer  for  the  land,  and  having 
neared  it  about  three  leagues,  it  was  feen  from 
the  deck  bearing  from  N.  7  E.  to  N.  73  E.  by 
compafs at  which  time,,' bottom  was, found  at 
the  depth  of  05  fathoms,  compofed  of  coa^|e  fand, 
and  broken  coral.  The  depth  of  water  had,  at 
eight  in  the  evening,  gradually  decreafed  to  50, 
fathoms ;  when,"  having  advanced  about  four 
miles  nearer,  we  tacked  and  plied  in  order, to  pre- 
ferve  our  fituation  with  the  land  untiEmorning.  / 

By  the  refult  of  our  foundings  during^. the 
night,  70  fathoms  would  feem  to  be  the  edge  of 
a  bank  about  nine  leagues  from  the  fliore,  con- 
fifting  of  fine  fand,  and  broken  fliells,  correfpond- 
ing  with  the  foundings  we  had  found  on  the  > 
24th;  for  had  that  depth  of  water  been  nearer  in;;: 
fliore^  we  could  hardly  have  avoided  feeing  the 
land  before  dark  on  that  evening. 

At  the  dawming  of  day  on  the  27th,  we  made 
all  fail  for  the  land,  having  a  gentle  gale  from 
the  N.  W.  with  a  fmooth  fea  and  pleafant  w^ea- 
ther.  The  depth  of  water,  as  we  proceeded, 
gradually  decreafed  to  24  fathoms,  with  a  bottom 
of  coral,  coarfc  fand,vand  fhells ;  about  xfine  we 
wxre  well  in  with  the  land,  and  bore  away  along 
the  coaft,  keeping  within  a  league  or  two  of  the 
fhore  ;  which  by  the  compafs  frretched  frona  N, 

I  3  44  W, 
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44‘ W.^to'N.  8*1- E.  and  appeared  nearly  ftraight 
and  com'paftp'feonfifting  of  fteep  >focky  cliffs  to' 
the ''Water’s  'edge/  interfperfed'  with-,  here '  and 
there,  fonae^  'frnalE  open'  fahdy  ba'ys,  and  a  few' 


the^^maih.  -^The  wefternmoft  dand  nowv  in  fight 


(.being-4he  northern moft  fe'en  the  preceding  night) 
*  * 

is  remafkableffor  its  high'  cliffs,  falling  perpendi- 
euladyanto  the  fea  and  if  it  be  detached^  which 
is  hy  no  ^means  certaiii,  js* 'about  a  league  in  cir¬ 
cuit,  o  It  forms  a '  Gonfpicuous  promontory,  to 
whichff  gave  the^iiame‘"*offGAPE  Chatham;  in 
honor  of  that-  noble  eatl^^''  who ^ 'prefided  at  the 
Board  oG  Adroiralty  on  our  departure  from  Eng¬ 
land.  -The  land  to  the  Weftw^ard  takes  a  direc¬ 


tion  from  dape  Chathanf  N.^  59  W.  and  the  land 
to  the  -  ea^wafd  S.  81  E.  This  Gape,  by  our  ob- 


ffrvations  is  fitiiated  fin  latitude^  35?  3',  and  in 


1  ]  0^  35^  30^^  of  longitude.  _  -  '  ^  * 

The  flux  ftill  continue'd  to  affedl  the  health  of 
fbme  iri  both  “vefiels /  and  although  the  patients 
daily  'a’ffifted  with-  frefli  provifions,  and 
might  be  '  Gonfidered  in  a  fta'te  of -recovery,  yet 
they  remained  in*  a  very  debilitated  and  reduced 
condition.-  'dn  the  hope  that  a  little  recreation, 
from  change  of  fcehe  arid  what  the  foil  of  this 


country  might  afford,  would  prove  falutary  to 
their  enfeebled  con  fti  tut  ions,  I  determined  to  put 
into  the  firfi:  port  we  fhould  be  fo  fortunate^as  to 

difcover  > 


135 


1791.]  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

difcover ;  and,  that  an  eligible  fituatlon  might 
not  efcape  our  vigilance,  we  ranged  the  coaft 
within  three  or,  four  miles  of  its  lliores,  which 
are  of  moderate  elevation,  and  ma}/  in  general  be 
deemed  fteep  and  bold.  The  Ycrdure  on  all  the 
projecting  points  is  removed  to  a  confiderable 
height  on  the  rocks,  whofe  naked  bafcs  fuffi- 
ciently  prove  how  exceffively  they  are  beaten  by 
a  turbulent  ocean.  The  country,  immediately 
along  the  fea  lide,  confifts  of  a  range  of  dreary 
hills,  producing  little  herbage,  of  a  brownilb. 
green  hue,  from  a  foil  that  feems  principally 
compofed  of  white  fand,  through  which  protrude 
large  malTes  of  white  rock  of  various  fizes  and 
forms :  thcfe  fingular  protuberances  on  the  fum- 
mits  of  many  of  the  hills,  ftrongly  refembled  the 
remains  of  lofty  edifices  in  ruin.  The  interior 
country  afforded  a  more  agreeable  appearance, 
being  pleafantly  interfperfed  with  hills  and  dales, 
and  covered  with  lofty  foreft  trees  of  confiderable 
magnitude,  which  our  glaffes  plainly  diftinguifli- 
ed ;  though  we  could  no  where  perceive  any 
fmoke  or  other  indication  of  the  country  being 
inhabited.  Towards  noon,  the  Chatham  made 
the  fignal  for  having  difcovered  a  port  to  the 
northward ;  into  which  they  were  diredled  to 
lead  ;  but  finding  it  only  a  (hallow  bay,  we  foon 
bore  away  along  the  coaft.  Our  obferved  lati¬ 
tude  was  35°  8^,  longitude  11/°  0^  3ok  In  this 

1 4  fjtuation, 
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fituation,  the  coaft,  by  compafs,  extended  from 
N.  08  W.  to  S.  83  E.  the  neareft  fhore  bearing 
N.  0  W.  about  a  league  diftant ;  in  the  morning 
the  variation  by  our  furveying  compafs  was  ob- 
ferved  to  be  0°  3o'  weftwardly.  The  coaft  we 
pafled  along  in  the  afternoon  differed  little  from 
that  noticed  in  the  morning,  but  the  inland 
country  was  not  fufficiently  elevated  to  be  feen 
beyond  the  hills  near  the  fea  fide.  At  fix  in  the 
evening,  a  fmall  detached  iflet  bore,  by  compafs, 
S.  87  E.  the  eafternmoft  part  of  the  main  in 
fight  N.  80  E.  a  projecting  point  whence  extends 
weft  ward  a  long  range  of  white  clifts  N.  70  E. 
the  neareft  fliore  N.  24  E.  diftant  five  miles  ;  and 
the  wefternmoft  land  in  fight,  the  fame  which 
formed  the  eaftern  extreme  at  noon,  N.  45  W. 
The  wind  was  very  gentle  with  alternate  calms, 
and  the  weather,  during  the  night,  was  mild  and 
pleafant.  In  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the 
28th,  we  found  our  prpgrefs  had  been  very  flow 
along  the  coaft,  although  our  dlftance  from  the 
fhore  had  increafed,  with  foundings  from  40  to 
50  fathoms.  We  had  again  an  opportunity  of 
obferving  the  fun  ecllpfed,  but  were  not  fo  fortu¬ 
nate  as  to  ;iotice  its  comnaencement,  or  greateft 
obfcuratlon ;  the  end  was  however  obferved  by 
Mr.  Whldbey  to  be  at  43^  53^  and  by  my- 
felf  IQ^'43^  40^'  apparent  time;  this  was  afcer- 
tained  by  our  fextant  tclefcope,  as  recommended 

on 
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on  a  former  occafion.  I  much  regretted  that  we 
had  not  gained  a  port  on  this  coall,  where,  on 
fiiore,  we  might  have  compared  fuch  obfcrva- 
tions  with  the  refults  from  better  inftrunients, 
which  would  have  tended  to  eftablifh  the  utility 
of  the  procefs.  The  latitude  at  this  juncture 
was  35"*  25''.  It  was  now  proved,  that  the  white 
cliffs  feen  the  preceding  night,  formed  the  foutli- 
ernmoft  point  of  this  part  of  the  coaft,  wdiich  I 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Cape  How^e,  in 
honor  of  that  noble  earl.  It  is  fituated  in  lati¬ 
tude  35'^  1  7^  longitude  1  1/^52^  The  fmall  de¬ 
tached  iflct  lies  from  cape  Howe  S.  ()8  E.  dillant 
three  leagues.  The  land  confidcrcd  on  Tuefday 
night  as  the  eafternmoft  part  of  the  main  now 
appeared  to  be  an  ifland,  beyond  w  hich  were  feen 
a  high  rocky  bluff  point,  and  a  high  mountain 
forming  the  eaffernmoft  land  in  fight;  A  light 
breeze  from  the  N.  N.W.  permitted  us  to  draw 
in  wdth  the  coaft  ;  which  at  noon  bore  by  com- 
pafs  from  N.  50  W.  to  N.  37  E.  the  high  moun¬ 
tain  N.  35  E.  to  the  eaftward  of  wElch,  a  round 
hummock,  feemlngly  detached  N.  52  E.  the  land 
appearing  like  an  ifland  from  N.  lOW.  toN. 
24  W.  was  now  feen  to  comprehend  a  clufter  of 
barren  rocky  ifles,  which  being  the  neareft  land 
was  about  ten  miles  diftant ;  and  the  high  rocky 
bluff  point  N.  8  E.  In  this  fituation,  the  ob- 
ferved  latitude  35"  22^,  longitude  118" 

wrhich 
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which  was  eight  miles  further  fouth,  and  eleven 
miles  further  eaft  than  the  log  fliewed.  Many 
whales  were  playing  about  the  ihip  during  the 
morning.  The  high  mountain  confpicuouily  re¬ 
markable  for  its  fuperior  •  elevation  above  the 
neighbouring  hllls;  I  diftinguifhed,  after  my 
highly  efteemed  friend  Sir  Alan  Gardner,  by  the 
name  of  Mount  Gardner  ;  and  the  barren 
rocky  clufter  of  ifles,  by  the  name  of  Eclipse 
Islands.  The  weather  w^as  pleahmt;  and  aided 
by  a  gentle  breeze,  a  port,  round  the  high  rocky 
bluff  point,  foon  prefented  itfelf,  into  w  hich  the 
Chatham  was  directed  to  lead,  and,  by  four,  was 
fiiiEciently  advanced  to  determine  on  its  eligi¬ 
bility.  The  wTather  by  this  time  had  become 
thick  and  rainy,  with  much' thunder  and  light¬ 
ning  ;  but  as  the  foundinsrs  continued  regular, w^e 
flood  into  the  port,  and  pafTcd  the  high  rocky 
bluff  point  in  thirty  fathoms  water  ;  diredling 
our  courfc  clofe  along  its  fhorc,  which  is  a  high 
and  nearly  perpendicular  cliff ;  the  founding  fud- 
denly  flioaled  to  twelve  fathoms,  and  gradually 
decreafed  afterwards,  until  abreaft  of  the  fecond 
white  fandy  beach  ;  wdiere  we  anchored  in  fix 
fathoms  water,  having  a  clear  bottom  of  fine 
white  fand. 

A  continuation  of  the  thick  weather  prevented 
our  feeing  about  us  until  the  morning  of  Thurf- 
day  the  2Qth  :  which  being  delightfully  ferene 

and 
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and  plcafant,  dlfcovered  our  fituatlon  to  be  verj 
fnug  and  fecure  in  a  fpacious  found,  open  1 3°  of 
the  compafs  only' to  the  fea.  The  high  rocky 
bluff  point  forming  the  S.  W.  extremity  of  the 
found,  which,  from  its  fmooth  appearance,  and 
being  deftitute  of  verdure,  obtained  the  name 
BalD'Head,  bore  by  compafs  S.  85  E. ;  a  high 
rocky  ifland  in  the  entrance,  which,  from  its 
beaten  appearance  by  its  oppofition  to  the  fea, 
and  S.  W.  wind,  obtained  the  name  of  Break- 
Sea  Island,  from  N.  82  E.  to  N.  Gq  E.  ; 
Mount  Gardner,  N.  70  E.  ;  another  high  ifland 
named  Michaelmas  Island,  N.  02  E. ;  a 
fmall  high  ifland  called  Seal  Island,  being  a 
great  refort  of  thofe  animals,  north  ;  a  low  fiat 
rock,  S.  75  W. ;  and  to  the  N.  W.  was  an  exr 
tenfive  white  fandy  beach  ;  which  promifing  fiic- 
cefs  to  the  feine,  a  boat  was  difpatched  with 
Lieutenant  Puget  on  a  fifliing  party.  After 
breakfaft,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Broughton  in  the 
Chatham’s  cutter,  Mr.  Menzies,  Mr.  Whidbey, 
and  myfelf,  proceeded  in  the  yawd,  firft  to  attend 
the  fuccefs  of  the  fifhermen,  and  then  to  examine 
if  the  found  would  afford  a  more  eligible  fitua- 
tion  than  that  Vv^hich  we  now  occupied.  The 
feine  was  hauled  on  the  third  fandy  beach  from 
Bald-Head  with  little  fuccefs.  A  ftream  of 
freih  water  drained  there  through  the  beach, 
w  hich,  although  nearly  of  the  colour  of  brandy. 


was 
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was  exceedingly  well  tafted  ;  by  this  ftream  was 
a  clump  of  trees,  fufficient  to  anfwxr  our  prefcnt 
want  of  fuel.  At  the  borders  of  this  clump  was 
found  the  moft  miferable  human  habitation  my 
eyes  ever  beheld,  which  had  not  long  been  de- 
ferted  by  its  proprietor,  as  on  its  top  was  lying 
a  frefh  lliin  of  a  fifh,  commonly  called  leather 
jacket,  and  by  its  fide  was  the  excrement  of  fome 
carnivorous  animal,  apparently  a  dog.  The  fliape 
of  the  dwelling  w^as  that  of  half  a  beehive,  or  a 
hive  vertically  divided  into  two  equal  parts,  one 
of  which  formed  the  hut,  in  height  about  three 
feet,  and  in  diameter  about  four  feet  and  an  half; 
it  was  however  conftrufted  with  fome  degree  of 
uniformity,  with  flight  twigs,  of  no  greater  fub- 
ftance  than  thofe  ufed  for  large  baker’s  bafkets : 
the  horizontal  and  vertical  twigs  formed  inter¬ 
vals  from  four  to  fix  inches  fquarc,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  flicking  a  few  inches  into  the  earth,  were  its 
iccuritv,  and  fixed  it  to  the  ground.  This  kind 
of  baiket  hut  w^as  covered  w  ith  the  bark  of  trees, 
and  fmall  green  boughs  ;  its  back  was  oppofed 
to  the  N.  W.  w  hence  vve  concluded  thofe  to  be 
the  mofl  prevailing  winds  ;  juft  within  its  front, 
which  w’as  open  the  w  hole  of  its  diameter,  a  fire 
had  been  made,  but  excepting  the  Ikin  of  the 
fifli  before- mentioned,  there  were  neither  bones, 
fliells,  nor  other  indication  on  what  its  poor  in¬ 
habitant  had  fubfifled.  The  refledions  which 
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naturally  arofe  on  feeing  fo  mifcrable  a  contriv¬ 
ance  for  (heltcr  agalnft  the  inclemency  of  fca^ 
fons,  were  humiliating  in  the  higheft  degree ; 
as  they  fuggcfted,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  the 
lowly  condition  of  fome  of  our  fellow  creatures, 
rendered  yet  more  pitiable  by  the  apparent  foli- 
tude  and  the  melancholy  afpeft  of  the  furround- 
Ing  country,  which  prefen  ted  little  lefs  than  fa¬ 
mine  and  diftrefs. 

The  Ihores  confifted  either  of  fteep  naked 
rocks,  or  a  milk-white  barren  fand,  beyond  w^kich 
dreary  boundary  the  furface  of  the  ground  feemed 
covered  by  a  deadly  green  herbage,  with  here  and 
there  a  few  groveling  fhrubs  or  dwarf  trees  fcat- 
tered  at  a  great  diftance  from  each  other.  This 
very  unfavorable,  appearance  may  not,  however, 
originate  from  the  general  fterllity  of  the  foil, 
fincc  it  was  evident,  fo  far  as  we  traverfed  the 
fides  of  the  hills,  that  the  vegetation  had  recently 
undergone  the  ablion  of  fire  ;  the  largefi:  of  the 
trees  had  been  burnt,  though  fllghtly ;  every 
flirub  had  fome  of  its  branches  completely  char¬ 
red  ;  and  the  plants  lying  clofe  to  the  ground  had 
not  efcaped  without  injury.  Thus  entertaining 
no  very  high  opinion  of  the  country,  but  in  the 
hope  of  meeting  with  fome  of  the  wretched  in¬ 
habitants,  we  proceeded  along  the  Ihores  of  the 
found,  to  the  northward,  to  a  high  rocky  point, 
.  that  obtained  the  name  of  Point  Possession  ; 
>  ,  and, 
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and,  on  reaching  its  fummit,  we  gained  an  ex¬ 
cellent  view  of  the  found  in  all  diredlions.  When 
on  board,  we  had  fuppofcd  that  the  found  branch¬ 
ed  into  three  arms,  but  It  now  became  evident 

\ 

.that  there  were  only  two.  One,  immediately 
behind  this  point,  which  is  alfo  its  fouthern  point 
of  entrance,  extended  in  a  circular  form,  about 
a  league  acrofs,  bounded  by  a  country  much  re- 
fembllng  that  before  deferibed,  though  produc¬ 
ing  more  trees,  and  with  verdure  of  a  livelier 
hue,  and  approaching  nearer  to  the  water’s  edge. 
The  other,  lying  about  three  miles  to  the  N.  E,  . 
feemed  almoft  as  fpacious,  though  its  entrance 
appeared  very  narrow.  The  furrounding  coun¬ 
try  in  its  neighbourhood  prefented  a  far  more 
fertile  and  pleafuig  alpedt.  Nearly  in  the  centre 
of  that  harbour  was  an  ifland  covered  with  the 
moft  beautiful  herbage  ;  and  inftead  of  the  naked 
rocks  and  barren  fands  that  compofe  the  coalt  of 
the  found,  the  clltFs  which  bounded  thefe  iliores 
feemed  to  be  of  a  reddllli  clay,  and  the  general 
texture  or  charadter  oi  the  foil  appeared. to  be 
.more  favorable  to  the  vegetable  .kingdom,  as 
from  the  fummits  of  the  hills  to  the  water  fide 
was  feeii  a  ftately  and  luxuriant  foreft. 

The  necelfary  obfervatlons  being  made  at  this 
ftatloii,  the  Britlfli  colours  wxre  dlfplayed,  and 
having  drank  his  Majefty’s  health,  accompanied 
by  the  ufual  formalities  on  fuch  occafions,  we 
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took  poffellion  of  the  country  from  the  land  we 
faw'  north-weftward  of  cape  Chatham,  fo  far  as 
wc  might  explore  its  coafts,  in  the  name  of  his 
prcfent  Majefty,  for  him  and  for  his  heirs  and 
fucceffors.  This  port,  the  firft  which  we  had 
difcovered,  I  honored  with  the  name  of  King 
George  the  Third’s  Sound;  and  this  day 
being  the  anniverfary  of  her  Royal  Highneis 
Princefs  Charlotte  Aui^ufta  Matilda’s  birth,  the 
harbour  behind  point  Poijeffion  I  called  Prin¬ 
cess  PtOYAL  Harbour  ;  which  with  the  found 
formed  point  PolTeffion  into  a  peninfula,  united 
to  the  main  by  a  very  narrow  barren  fandy  beach. 
Here  although  we  could  not  difeover  the  leaft 
trace  of  its  having  at  any  time  been  the  refort  of 
the  natives,  yet  in  every  part  where  we  ftrayed, 
wxre  feen  the  fame  effecSs  of  fire  on  all  the  ve¬ 
getable  produCLions, 

The  ceremony  of  taking  poireffion  being  finifli- 

* 

ed,  we  found  a  pafiage,  narrow  and  flioal  for  fome 
diftance,  into  the  north-eaftern  harbour  ;  where 
a  bar  was  found  to  extend  acrofs  its  entrance, 
on  which  there  was  only  three  fathoms  water. 
Within  the  harbour,  the  deep  water  feemed  to 
occupy  fome  fpace  to  the  N.  E.  and  N.  W. ;  but 
the  day  w'as  too  far  advanced,  to  permit  our 
making  any  particular  examination.  The  ver¬ 
dant  ifland  covered  with  luxuriant  errafs  and 
other  vegetables,  terminated  the  extent  of  our 

relearches ; 
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rcfcarclics ;  and  as  the  fituation  of  the  veffcls 
fcemcd  as  convenient  as  any  other  for  procuring 
what  the  found  might  afford,  I  determined  to 
return  on  board,  and  lofe  no  time  in  availing 
myfelf  of  the  benefits  it  prefented.  In  our  way 
out  of  this  harbour,  the  boats  grounded  on  a 
bank  we  had  not  before  perceived ;  this  was  co¬ 
vered  with  oyllers  of  a  moft  delicious  flavour,  on 
which  we  fumptuoufly  regaled ;  and,  loading  in 
about  half  an  hour,  the  boats  for  our  friends  on 
board,  we  commemorated  the  dlfcovery  by  call- 
imj!;  it  Oyster  Harbour. 

In  the  morning  of  Friday  the  30th,  we  began 
cutting  wood  and  providing  water,  which  fuffi- 
ciently  employed  all  our  healthy  men ;  whilft 
thofe  who  were  ftlll  indlfpofed  were  diredled  to 
amufe  themfclvcs  on  ihore.  Finding  it  practi¬ 
cable  to  place  the  fliip  much  nearer  to  the  fpot 
whence  the  wood  and  water  were  procured,  the 
next  day,  Saturday  the  ift  of  OCtober,  flie  was 
removed ;  and,  by  Sunday  the  2d,  we  had  made 
iiich  progrefs;  that  the  yawl  could  be  fpared  for 
the  further  examination  of  the  found.  In  her  I 
proceeded  to  Princefs  Royal  harbour,  where,  near 
a  rock)'  clifti  on  the  S.  W.  fide,  w^as  found  a  fmall 
fli allow  ftream  of  excellent  w^ater.  On  tracing 
its  meanders  through  a  copfe  it  brought  us  to  a 
deferted  village  of  the  natives,  amidft  the  trees, 
on  nearly  a  level  fpot  of  ground,  confifting  of 

about 
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about  two  dozen  miferable  huts  moftly  of  the 
fame  faflilon  and  dimenfions,  wdth  that  before 
defcrlbed,  though  no  one  of  them  feemed  fo  re¬ 
cently  erected.  This  village  had  probably  been 
the  refidence  of  what  may  in  this  country  be  ef- 
teemed  a  confiderable  tribe  ;  and  the  conftru6tion 
ot  it  afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  concludingj; 
that  however  humble  the  ftate  of  their  exiftence 
might  be,  they  were  not  deftitute  of  diftlnflions. 
Two  or  three  huts  were  larger,  and  differed  in 
lliape  from  the  reft,  as  if  a  couple  were  fixed  clofe 
to  the  fide  of  each  other ;  but  the  parts  which  in 
that  cafe  would  have  caufed  a  feparation,  were 
removed,  and  the  edges  joined  clofe  together,  as 
defcribed  in  the  plate,  leaving  the  whole  of  their 
fronts  open,  and  increafmg  their  diameter  about 
one  third  more  than  the  reft.  Yet  were  they 
not  an  inch  loftier,  nor  were  they  of  greater  ex¬ 
tent  from  the  front  to  the  back  than  the  fingle 
one  before-mentioned.  Fires  had  been  made  in 
the  fronts  of  all,  bpt  not  recently ;  and,  except¬ 
ing  fome  branches  of  trees  that  feemed  to  have 
been  lately  broken  down,  there  were  not  any 
figns  of  this  place  having  been  vifited  for  fome 
time ;  and  although  we  were  very  induftrious  to 
afcertain  the  food  on  which  the  inhabitants  of 
this  village  fubfifted,  we  ftill  remained  in  igno¬ 
rance  of  it;  as  neither  fliells,  bones,  nor  any 
other  relifts,  which  might  ferve  as  indications, 
VoL.  L  K  could 
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could  be  found,  .notwlthftandlng  this  place  had 
the  appearance  of  a  principal  re  fort ;  for  befides 
the  habitations  already  mentioned,  which  were 
in  pretty  good  repair,  there  were  many  others  in 
different  ffates  of  decay.  This  fpot  was  inter¬ 
fered  with  feveral  fmall  ftreams  of  water,  yet 
the  fame  marks  of  fire  were  evident  on  all  the 

.  a  ♦  ' 

vegetable  kingdom  ;  although  none  of  the  huts 
feemed  to  have  been  affedted  by  it,  which  led  me 
to  fuppofe  that  this  general  fire  was  of  a  lefs  re¬ 
cent  date  than  at  firft  I  had  imagined.  In  one 
of  the  larger  huts,  probably  the  refidence  of  a 
chief,  towards  which  were  feveral  paths  leading 
in  different  diredtions,  fome  beads,  nails,  knives, 
looking  glaffes,  and  medals,  were  depofited  as 
tokens  of  our  friendly  difpofition,  and  to  induce 
any  of  the  natives,  who  might,  unperceived,  by 
us,  have  been  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  favour  us 
with  a  vifit.  Having  gratified  our  curiofity, 
though  at  the  cxpence  of  our  feelings,  in  con¬ 
templating  thefe  very  wretched  and  humiliating 
efforts  of  human  ingenuity,  we  returned  on  board, 
and  having  by  the' morning  of  Tuefday  the  4th, 
replenlflied  our  water,  and  taken  on  board  a  fup- 
ply  of  firewood,  Meffrs.  Puget  and  Whidbey  went 
to  Oyfter  harbour,  with  three  boats,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  hauling  the  feine,  and  obtaining  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  thofe  fliell  fifii,  previoufly  to  our  proceed¬ 
ing  the  following  morning  to  fea.  In  this  part  of 

our 
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our  plan,  however,  we  were  difappointed,  as  the 
wind  which  had  blown  a  fteady  moderate  breeze 
from  the  N.  W.  towards  the  evening  blew  a 
ftrong  gale  from  the  S.  E.  with  a  heavy  fwelb 
and  prevented  the  return  of  the  boats ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  cloudinefs  of  the  weather 
precluded  me  from  making  thofe  luiiar  obferva- 
tions,  for  the  fble  purpofe  of  obtaining  which  I 
had  remained  on  board. 

The  gale  moderating  the  next  morning,  Wed- 
nefday  the  5th,  the  boats  returned,  not  having 
been  very  fuccefsful  with  the  feine,  but  bringing 
a  fufRcient  fupply  of  oyfters  not  only  for  our 
convalefcents,  but  for  the  affording  alfo  of  two 
or  three  excellent  meals  for  all  hands.  As  the 
S.  E.  wind  and  a  heavy  fea  in  the  offing  prevent¬ 
ed  our  departure,  Mr.  Broughton  was  employed 
in  examining  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  found  from 
Oyfter  harbour  to  mount  Gardner :  this  was 
found  nearly  a  ftralght  and  compadl  fhore,  on 
which  Mr.  Broughton  landed  in  feveral  places^ 
where  the  fame  effedls  of  fire  were  evident,  al- 
though  there  were  not  any  traces  of  the  natives 
or  of  their  habitations  to  be  difeovered. 

V 

The  like  caufes  of  detenfion  ftill  operating,  on 
Friday  the  7th,  a  party  w^as  made  for  the  further 
examination  of  Oyfter  harbour,  and  by  a  little 
excurfion  into  the  country  on  that  fide  to  acquire 
fome  information  of  its  natural  produftions,  and, 
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if  poffible  alio,  of  the  natives.  After  examining 
the  channel  as  we  proceeded  to  the  upper  part  ot 
the  harbour,  our  attention  was  directed  to  feve- 
ral  large  black  fvvans  in  very  {lately  attitudes 
fwimming  on  the  water,  and,  when  flying,  dif- 
covering  the  under  parts  of  their  wings  and  breafl: 
to  be  white :  this  is  all  the  defeription  we  were 
enabled  to  give  of  them,  liiice  they  wxre  excef- 
fively  fliy,  and  we  were  indifferent  markfmen. 
In  the  northern  corner  of  the  harbour,  we  landed 
i:^ear  a  rivulet  navigable  only  for  canoes  and  fm all 
boats.  It  meandered  in  a  northern  direction  be¬ 
tween  the  hills,  wdiich,  opening  to  the  eafl:  and 
weft,  prefented  a  fpacious  plain  with  forefh  trees 
occupying  the  banks  of  the  rivulet,  and  the  fidcs 
of  the  hills,  even  to  their  very  fummits.  We 
proceeded  about  a  league  by  the  fide  of  the  rivu¬ 
let,  which  flowed  through  fo  dead  a  fiat,  that  its 
motion  was  fcarcely  perceptible,  and  continued 
to  be  brackiffi,  although  in  its  paffage  it  received 
icveral  other  fmaller  ftreams  of  moft  excellent 
water.  •  In  it  W'Cre  an  abundance  of  very  fine  fifh, 
and  on  its  banks  were  many  black  fw^ans,  ducks, 
curlews,  and  other  wild  fowl.  On  the  fides  of 
this  ftream,  as  well  as  on  the  fhores  in  Oyfter 
harbour,  were  feen  the  remains  of  feveral  filh 
wears,  about  eight  or  nine  Inches  high,  evidently 
the  forry  contrivance  of  the  wretched  inhabitants 
oi  the  country :  fonie  of  thefe  were  conftrucled 

with 
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with  loofe  flones,  others  with  flicks  and  flumps 
of  wood  ;  but  none  of  them  were  likely  to  be  of 
much  utility  at  this  feafon,  as  feveral  were  placed 
nearly  at,  and  others  above,  what  now  fcemcd 
the  high  water  mark  ;  but  we  fuppofed  at  times, 
when  the  rain  or  other  caufe  fhould  extend  the 
rivulet  beyond  its  preflnt  bounds,  which  in  width 
did  not  exceed  thirty  yards,  and  in  depth  four  or 
five  feet,  thefe  humble  contrivances  might  arreft 
fome  fmall  fifii.  Great  bodies  of  water  evidently 
pafs  down  this  flream  at  certain  feafons,  as  ap¬ 
peared  by  the  river’s  courfe  occupying  from  two 
to  three  hundred  yards  on  each  fide  the  rivulet, 
the  foil  of  which  was  compofed  of  fea  fand  and 
broken  fliells,  and  was  deftitute  oflany  vegetable 
producflion.  This  fpace  when  overflowed  mufl, 
from  its  winding  courfe,  form  a  mofl  beautiful 
flieet  of  water.  The  wears  for  the  taking  fifh, 
and  fleps  made  in  the  bark  for  the  purpofe  of 
afcending  fome  of  the  largefl  trees,  though  both 
exceffively  rude,  were  undoubtedly  the  effedls  of 
manual  labour,  and,  with  the  huts,  formed  the 

i 

only  indications  of  the  country  being  inhabited 
that  we  were  able  to  difcern.  There  were  no 
paths  in  the  woods,  nor  were  any  fmokes  to  be 
feen  over  the  extenfive  country  we  beheld,  which 
fully  fatisfied  us  that  any  further  fearch  for 
the  natives  w^ould  be  fruitlefs ;  and  thei^efore  we 
returned  by  a  different  route  to  the  boats.  In 

K  3  our 
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our  way  wc  faw  the  remains  of  two  fimilar  huts. 
Near  thefe  was  an  ant’s  neft  much  of  the  fame 
lliape  and  magnitude,  though  fmiflied  in  a  very 
fuperior  ftyle  and  manner,  and  fhewing  how^  very 
humble  is  the  ftate  of  human  exiftence,  when 
unaffifted  by  civil  fociety,  and  undiredled  by  the 
fciences.  Having  eaten  our  fait  beef  w^e  pro¬ 
ceeded  homewards,  much  mortified  that  the 
many  wild  fowl  we  had  feen  had  efcaped  our 
vigilance ;  but  that  we  might  not  return  empty 
handed,  we  fcopped  at  one  of  the  oyfter  banks, 
w  here,  in  about  half  an  hour,  we  loaded  our  boat, 
and  returned  on  board  about  nine  o’clock  in  the 
evening.  The  bank  on  which  we  found  them 
in  greateft  plenty  and  the  beft  flavoured,  is  that 
which  extends  from  the  north  or  low^  point  of 
the  entrance  towards  the  little  verdant  ifland. 
The  wind  blew  a  ftrong  gale  from  the  E.  S.  E. 
and^a  very  heavy  fea  ran  without  the  found  ;  but 
the  veffels  within  rode  perfedtly  quiet.  This  fort 
of  wxather,  with  much  rain,  continued  until 
Monday  the  10th,  when  we  entertained  hopes  of 
getting  to  fea,  as  the  wind  veered  to  the  fouth  ; 
but  foon  again  refuming  its  former  diredlion,  at¬ 
tended  by  the  heavy  fea  in  the  offing,  we  remained 
at  anchor  until  the  next  day,  Tuefday  the  11th; 
which  being  more  favorable  to  our  purpofe, 
though  the  wind  was  ftill  adverfe,  we  weighed, 
and  turned  out  of  the  found.  About  four  in  the 

afternoon 
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afternoon  we  regained  the  ocean*;  but  the  wind 
at  E.  N.  E.  prevented  our  fteering  along  the  coaft^ 
and  obliged  us  to- (land  to  the  fouth-caftwatdi 
VVhilft  we  were  getting  under-weigh;  J  caufed 
to  be  depofited  at  the  hut  near  the  watering  place 
fome  beads,  knives,  looking-glaffes,^and»  other 
trinkets,  as  a  coinpenfation  to  ats^  fplitafy  owiier'^ 
fhould  he  ever  return,  for  the  wood  #e>nad^  cut 
down,  and  deprived  him  of:  arid  to ’commemo¬ 
rate  our  vifit,  near  the  ftump  'of  one  of  the  trees 
we  had  felled,  iin  a  pile  of  ftones^  raifed  for  the 
purpofe  of  attracting  the  attention^  of  any  ^Euro¬ 
pean,  was  left  a  bottle  tealed  up^ containing  a: 
parchment,  on  whichtwere  infcribed  the  names 
of  the  velTels,  and  of  the'commanders  ;  with  the 
name  given  to  the  found,  and  the  date  of  our  ar¬ 
rival  and  departure.  Another  bottle,  containing 
a  rimllar  memorandum,  was  likewife  depofited 
on  the  top  of  Seal  Ifland,  with  a  ftafF  ereriled  to 
condudl  any  vifitor  to  it,  on  which'  was  affixed 
a  medal  of  the  vear  1780.  Thofe  w  ho  may  meet 
with  the  ftaff  wall  mofl  probably  dlfcover  the 
bottle  hidden  near  it.  This  precaution  was  here 
taken,  on  a  prefumption  that  Seal  Ifland  was  en¬ 
tirely  out  of  the  reach  of  the  inhabitants,  which 
might  not  be  the  cafe  where  the  firft  bottle  was 
fe  ere  ted. 

At  fun-fet  the  Eclipfe  Illands  by  compafs  bore 
N.  74  W.  Bald-head  N.  45  W.  Mount  Gardner 

K4  N.13 
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\  N.  13’E.  the  hummock  mentioned  on  the  28th» 
now  evidently  an  illand,  from  N.  50E.  fo  N,  5 1 E. 
and  the  eafternmoll:  part  of  the  main  Und  in  fight 
N.  42  E.  whence  the  coaft  appeared  to  take  a 
fliarp  turn  to  the  northward.  As  we  flood  to  the 
S.  E.  the  .wind  gradually  veered  to  the  north, 
which,  by  day  light  of  Tuefday  the  18th,  led  us 
out  of  fight  of  the  coaft ;  but  as  in  the  forenoon 
it  was  calm  and  the  atmofphere  very  clear.  Mount 
Gatdner  was  feen  bearing  N.  W.  1 8  leagues  dif- 
tant.  In  this  fituation  we  had  much  fwell  from 
the  eaftward  ;  and  foundings  could  not  be  gained 
at  the  depth  of  200  fathoms.  The  obferved  la¬ 
titude  was  35*^37^^  longitude  which 

was  2''  to  the  fouth,  and  lO'  to  the  eaft,  of  what 
the  log  file  wed.  The  wind  was  light  and  vari-» 
able  until  the  evening,  when  it  fettled  in  a  fteady- 
breeze  at  S.  W.  ;  the  fwell  from  the  eaft,  and  E. 
S.  E.  ftili  continuing;,  indicated  the  land  in  that 
diredlion  to  be  at  fome  diftance.  Dur  unexpected 
detention  by  the  late  eaftw^ardly  winds,  and  the 
advanced  feafon,  confpired  greatly  againft  profe- 
cuting  refearches  on  this  coaft;  I  determined, 
however,  not  to  abandon  that  favorite  objeCt,  pro¬ 
vided  the  tafk  fliould  not  prove  too  dangerous, 
and  intricate  ;  or  that  the  direction  of  the  coaft 
fhould  not  lead  us  too  far  out  of  our  way  ;  as,  in 
refpeCl  of  the  former,  I  aCled  without  any  autho¬ 
rity  in  the  inveftigation ;  and,  in  refpeCl  of  the 

latter, 
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latter,  our  time  would  not  now  admit  of  fuffi- 
cient  lelfure  to  perfevere  in  the  purfuit.  Under 
thefe  confiderations  our  courfe  was  diredlcd  to 
the  N.  E.  during  the  night,  in  hopes  of  paffing 
within  fight  of  the  land  lying  to  the  cailward  of 
Mount  Gardner,  fo  as  to  connedt  our  lurvey.  Not 
gaining  bottom  with  1 10  to  140  fathoms  of  line; 
and  there  being  at  day-break  of  Thurfday  the 
20th  no  appearance  of  the  coaft,  w^e  fteered  north, 
which  fooii  brought  us  within  fight  of  land  to  the 
N.  W.  making  like  three  Iflands  ;  but  on  a  nearer 
approach,  the  two  wefternmoft  w^ere  evidently 
connedied  by  a  low"  Ifthmus  to  the  main  land  : 
but  the  connedling  of  the  northern moft  being 
uncertain,  it  obtained  the  name  of  Doubtful 
Island. 

From  the  wefternmoft  land  feen  this  morning, 
to  the  eafternmoft  land  feen  on  Tuefday  evening, 
is  a  fpace  of  14  leagues,  ftretching  S.  58  W.  and 
N.  58  E.  in  which  no  land  was  feen.  The  depth 
of  water  w"as  at  this  time  30  fathoms ;  the  bot¬ 
tom  coarfe  fand,  with  broken  fliells  and  coral. 
The  wxather  was  delightfully  pleafant ;  and,  with 
a  gentle  gale  at  S.  VV.  w"e  fleered  along  the  coaft, 
which  now  took  a  dircdlion  N.  55  E.  ourdiftance 
from  the  fhore  from  tw"0  to  four  leagues.  Doubt¬ 
ful  Ifland,  and  the  fliores  to  the  S.  W.  of  it,  nearly 
refembled  the  reft  of  the  coaft  ;  but  to  the  N. 
the  coaft  prefented  a  very  different  profpedl  be- 
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ing  compofed  of  high  detached  clufters  of  craggy 
moantains,  on  a  bafc  of  low  and  to  ail  appear¬ 
ance  level  land,  well  wooded,  particularly  to  the 
N.  W.  of  Doubtful  Illand,  where  the  land  falls 
back  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  forming  either,  a 
deep  well- flickered  bay,  or  a  low  flat  country. 
At  noon,  a  high  bluff  point,  extending  from  the 
northern mofl:  clufter  of  mountains,  the  eaftern- 
moft  land  then  in  fight,  bore  by  compafs  N.  24  E. 
the  mofl:  weftern  anfl  confpicuous  clufter  of  ap¬ 
parently  dlfunlted  mountains  N.  O'/  W.  .about 
nine  leagues  diftant;  and  the  eaft  point  of  Doubt¬ 
ful  Ifland,  the  weflernmoft  land  at  that  time  vi- 
flble,  S.  73W.  This  land  forms  a  remarkable 
point  on  the  coaft,  and  is  in  latitude  34''  23',  lon¬ 
gitude  119"  49';  which,  after  Admiral  Lord 
Hood,  I  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Point 
Hood.  In  this  fltuation,  our  obferved  latitude 
was  34"  18^,  longitude  120"  )  4';  being  13^  more 
to  the  north,  and  0'  more  to  the  eafe,  than  ap¬ 
peared  by  the  log.  Soon  after  mid-day,  low  land 
•was  deferied,  fl:retching  out  from  the  high  bluff 
point,  which  we  found  fituated  not  immediately 
on  the  fliore,  but  fomc  dlflance  inland,  whence 
a  very  low^  country  extends  to  the  fea  coafl:,  w'hi  ch 
takes  a  diredlion  S.  70  E.  breakers  in  two  de¬ 
tached  places  were  difeovered  at  this  time  lying 
fbme  diftance  from  the  land;  the  ncareft  of 
thefe  about  one  o’clock,  bore  by  compafs  N.  E* 

four 
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four  miles  diftant :  the  other,  vifible  only -from 

the  mail-head,  appeared  to  he  from  the  former 

E.  by  N.  two  leagues  diftant.  At  this  time  the 

deoth  of  water  was  35  fathoms;  and  as  the  Vvnnd 
1 

blew  dircdlly  on  the  fhore,  and  the  main  land,-, 
though  not  more  than  lour  leagues  olT,  .was  not 
fiifficiently  high  to  be  diftlnlfly'  feen  from  the, 
deck ;  we  hauled  our  tacks  on  board,  and  flood 
to  the  S.  E.  increahng  our  diftance  very  howly. ’ 
At  fix  in  the  evening,  the  neareft  land  was  a 
rocky  liland,  about  two  miles  in  circuit,  which 
bore  by  compafs  N.  ISE.  eight  miles  diftant; 
and  from  the  maft-head,  the  flat  low  coaft  was 
vifible  as  far  as  E.  N.  E.  ;  at  nine  the  depth  of 
water  had  gradually  increafed  to  forty  fathoms. 
Confidering  our  prefent  as  the  moft  prudent  tack 
to  remain  upon  until  we  fliould  meet  flioals,  or 
other  impediments,  I  direded  the  Chatham  to 
lead  and  found ;  our  depth  gradually  Increafed  to 
54  fathoms,  and  the  coaft  in  the  morning  of 
Friday  the  21  ft  was  in  fight  from  N.  E.  to  eaft. 
The  wind  bleve  a  light  breeze  from  the  S.  S.  E. 
with  which  we  fleered  for  the  land  until  about 
nine,  when  w^e  tacked  in  Oo  fathoms.  The  land 
in  fight,  at  that  time,  from  the  maft-head  bore 
by  compafs  from  N.  N.  W.  to  E.  by  N.  each  ex¬ 
tremity  five  or  fix  leagues  diftant ;  all  this  was 
fuppofed  to  be  the  main,  though  between  north 
and  E.  N.  E.  the  land  appeared  fomewhat  bro¬ 
ken. 
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ken,  occafioned  perhaps  by  foine  of  its  parts  be¬ 
ing  elevated  a  little  above  the  reft  of  the  fhore, 
off  which  breakers  were  feen  to  lie  at  fomc  dif- 
tance  ;  and  the  land,  which  in  the  morning  bore 
eaft,  and  now  bore  by  compafs  N.  8/  E.  eight 
miles  diftant,  was  evidently  a  rocky  ifland  about 
a  league  in  circuit,  much  refembling  that  which 
we  paffed  the  preceding  evening.  It  proved  the 
termination  of  our  refearches  on  this  coaft,  and 
thence  obtained  the  name  of  Termination 
Island  ;  on  it  the  fea  broke  with  much  vio¬ 
lence,  and  between  it  and  the  main  was  a  fmall 
low  iflet.  The  great  depth  of  water  indicated 
that  the  bank  of  foundings  which  wc  had  hi¬ 
therto  found  extending  along  the  coaft,  termi¬ 
nated  alfo  on  its  approach  to  this  ifland,  as  we 
had  no  where  found  fo  great  a  depth  of  water  at 
this  fmall  diftance  from  the  fhore  ;  which,  on  be¬ 
ing  increafed  a  few  miles  only,  put  the  fliip  in- 
tirely  out  of  foundings.  At  noon,  the  obferved 
latitude  was  34''  34^,  longitude  121''  52' ;  twenty- 
two  miles  further  caft,  and  four  further  north 
than  flicwii  by  the  log.  In  this  fituation  the 
main  land  from  the  maft-head  was  feen  bearing 
bv  com  oafs  N.  N.  W.  to  E.  N.E.  E. ;  and  Ter- 
mination  ifland,  fituated  in  latitude  34"  32fl  lon¬ 
gitude  122o  N.  84  E.  Between  the  eaftern- 
moft' part  of  the  main,  feen  the  preceding  even¬ 
ing,  and  the  wefternmoft.  feen  this  morning,  is  a 

fpacc 
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ipace  of  ten  leagues,  which  we  pafled  in  the  night 
without  obferving  land  ;  yet,  from  the  regularity 
of  the  foundings,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  its 
being  one  continued  coaft,  and  that  the  courfe  by 
us  made  good  S.  7 0  E.  is  nearly  parallel  to  its  dl- 
reftion.  The  whole  of  this  low  country  prefented 
a  dreary  afpedt,  deftitute  of  Vvood,  or  herbage, 
and  interfperfed  with  white  and  brown  patches, 
occafioned,  moft  probably,  by  the  difierent  co¬ 
lours  of  fand  or  rock,  of  which  it  is  compofed. 
We  here  noticed  more  coad:  and  oceanic  birds, 
than  W'C  had  feen  on  any  other  part  of  the  fliores : 
as,  befides  gannets,  and  two 'or  three  different 
forts  of  tern  ;  albatrolTes,  and  petrels,  particu¬ 
larly  the  black  and  footy,  were  in  great  abun¬ 
dance.  The  weather  continued  very  fine,  with 
a  light  variable  breeze  in  the  eaftern  quarter, 
which  drew  us,  not  only  out  of  fight,  and  fome 
diftance  from  the  coaft,  but  prevented  our  mak¬ 
ing  much  progrefs  in  the  direction,  in  which  it 
feemed  to  bend,  until  Sunday  the  23d,  when  the 
wind,  fettling  in  the  weftcrn  board,  we  fteered 
to  the  E.  N.  E.  in  hopes  of'  failing  in  with  the 
land  ;  and  in  the  event  of  its  taking  a  more  nor¬ 
therly  direction,  the  Chatham  was  ordered  to 
look  out  three  leagues  on  the  larboard  beam.  At 
noon,  the  obferved  latitude  35°  30b  the  longitude 
]22°40''.  At  this  time,  the  wind  fuddenly 
fhifted  to  the  fouthw^ard,  and  was  accompartied 

by 
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by  a  very  heavy  fwell  in  that  direftion,  which 
ftrongly  indicating  the  approach  of  boifterous 
weather,  the  Chatham’s  fignal  was  made  to  join^' 
and  our  courfe  was  directed  E.  S.  E.  ;  not  dar¬ 
ing  under  all  the  circumftances  of  our  fituation, 
to  run  the  rifk  of  encountering  bad  weather  on 
an  unexplored  coaft,  that  prefented  to  us  fb  many 
dangers.  Befidcs,  as  the  lownefs  of  the  fhores 
which  we  had  lately  feen,  and  the  cjiftarit  fhoals 
that  we  had  found  extending  from  them,  would 
exact  particular  caution  as  we  proceeded,  more 
time  would  neceffarlly  be  required  in  the  profe- 
cutlon  of  fuch  an  inquiry,  than  the  main  objedt 
of  our  voyage  would  at  prefent  allow.  I  w^as 
therefore  compelled  to  rellnquifh,  with  great  re¬ 
luctance,  the  favorite  projeCt  of  further  examin¬ 
ing  the  coaft  of  this  unknown  though  interefting 
country  ;  and,  direCting  our  route  over  an  hitherto 
untraverfed  part  of  thefe  feas,  wt  proceeded  with¬ 
out  further  delay  towards  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Remarks  on  the  Country  and  Frodudimis  on  Part 
of  the  South-weft  Coaft  of  New  Holland — Extra¬ 
ordinary  Hevafatmi  by  Fire — Ajlronomical  and 
nautical  Obfervations, 

Although  the  confideratlons  adverted  to 
in  the  foregoing  chapter,  rendered  it  im- 
pradticable  to  explore  the  S.  W.  coaft  of  New 
Holland  to  the  extent  my  wiihes  firft  led  me  to 
imagine,  and  prevented  our  afcertaining  its  boun¬ 
dary  and  connection  with,  or  feparation  from. 
Van  Dieman’s  land  ;  yet  the  information  we  have 
acquired,  will  open  a  field  to  thofe  whofe  duty 
it  may  hereafter  be  to  perform  that  tafk  ;  by 
Ihewing,  that  its  S.  W.  part  may  be  approached 
with  the  grcateft  fafety,  as  its  iliores  are  bold 
with  regular  foundings  to  the  diftance  of  eight  or 
nine  leagues,  and  by  the  difcovery  of  the  very 
excellent  harbour  in  King  George  the  Third’s 
found.  Confiderins;  therefore  its  fituation  and 
conveniences  as  likely  to  become  of  material  im¬ 
portance  to  thofe  whofe  purfuits  may  induce 
them  to  navigate  this  and  the  Pacific  Ocean,  it 
may  not  be  uninterefting  to  detail,  in  a  more 

particular 
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particular  manner,  the  circumftances  that  occur¬ 
red  during  our  vifit  to  a  country  hitherto  fo  little 
knowm  to  Europeans. 

Our  furvey  comprehended  an  extent  of  110 
leagues,  in  which  Ipace  we  faw  no  other  haven 
or  place  of  fecurity  for  fhipping  than  the  found 
before  mentioned  ;  notwithftanding  the  opinion 
of  Dampier,  who  has  confidcred  the  whole  of 
th  c  weftern  part  of  New  Holland  as  confifting  of 
a  cluftcr  of  illands.  He  was  undoubtedly  a  judi¬ 
cious  obferver,  of  very  fuperior  talents ;  and,  it 
is  moft  likely,  formed  his  opinion  from  the  many 
iflands  wElch  he  found  compofing  the  exterior 
coafi:  of  the  N.  W.  part  of  this  extenfive  country. 
However  juft  may  be  his  conclufions  as  to  that 
part  of  New  Holland,  they  certainly  do  not  ap¬ 
ply  to  its  fouth  weftern  ildc,  as  no  very  material 

feparation,  either  by  rivers,  or  arms  of  the  fea, 

» 

was  difeovered  in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  fur¬ 
vey.  Had  fuch  breaks  in  the  coaft  exifted,  and 
had  they  efcaped  our  obfervation,  it  is  highly 
probable  we  iliould  have  met  in  the  fea,  or  feen 
driven  on  its  fnores,  drift  wood  and  other  pro- 
duftions  of  the  interior  country.  The  very  deep 
colour  alfo  of  the  feveral  ftreams  of  water  may 
pofftbly  be  occafioned  by  the  quality  of  the  foil 
through  wdiich  they  flow  ;  whence  it  may  be  in¬ 
ferred  that,  if  any  confiderable  inland  waters  had 
their  fource  far  in  the  country,  or  if  any  great 
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body  defcended  from  its  fhores,  the  fca  along  the 
coaft  would  in  fome  meafure  have  been  difco- 
loured  ;  but  neither  of  thefe  evidences  exiftcd,  for 
on  our  approach  to  the  land^  there  was  no  pre* 
vious  appearance  to  indicate  its  vicinity.  This 
opinion  was  further  corroborated  on  infpedting 
the  habitations  and  places  of  the  natives’  refort ; 

where  not  the  leaft  remains  of  canoes,  or  other 

\ 

circumftance  prefented  itfelf,  which  could  con¬ 
vey  the  mofh  diftant  idea  of  thefe  people  having 
ever  trufted  themfelves  on  the  water  ;  a  circum- 
ftance  w  hich  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  w^ould 
fome  times  have  happened,  had  their  country  been 
infulated,  or  their  travelling  been  interrupted  by 
'large  rivers  or  arms  of  the  fea  ;  efpecially  as  all 
appearances  favored  the  conjedturc  of  their  being 
by  no  means  a  ftationary  people.  There  was 
great  reafon,  however,  to  conclude,  that  the 
country  w^as  well  fupplied  with  freili  water  ;  as 
wherever  we  chanced  to  land,  w^e  eafily  procured 
that  valuable  article^  not  only  where  the  foil  was 
of  coniiderable  depth,  but  from  itreamlets  iiTuing 
out  of  the  folid  rocks.  This  feemed  to  be  the 
cafe  even  on  the  moft  elevated  land,  wdilch  caufed 
a  very  lingular  appearance  when  the  fun  fnone 
in  certain  diredlions  on  \thofe  mountains  whofe 
furfaces  were  deftitute  of  foil ;  for  on  thefe,  made 
humid  by  the  continual  oordng  of  the  w'ater,  a 
VoL.  I.  L  brieht 
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bright  glare  was  produced  that  gave  them  the 
rcfemblance  of  hills  covered  with  fnow. 

Our  refearches  afforded  little  matter  v/orthy 
of  notice  excepting  fuch  as  appertained  to  King 
George  the  Third’s  Sound.  This  port  has  its 
entrance  in  latitude  35°  5h  longitude  118^  17h 
It  is  eafily  known  on  approaching  it  from  the 
weft  ward,  as  it  is  the  firft  opening  in  the  coaft 
that  prefents  any  appearance  like  an  harbour^ 
cafcward  of  cape  Chatham.  The  Eclipfe  Iflands 
being  the  only  detached  Ia?id  that  can  be  fo  re¬ 
garded,  are  an  excellent  guide  to  the  found,  hav¬ 
ing,  between  them  and  Bald-head,  fome  rocks 
on  which  the  fea  breaks  with  great  violence.  The 
port  is  fafe,  and  eafy  of  accefs  any  where  between 
its  outer  points  of  entrance.  Bald-head,  and  Mount 
Gardner,  lying  N.  02  E.  and  S.  02  W.  1 1  miles 
dlftant  from  each  other.  Mount  Gardner  is  not 
lefs  confpicuous  and  ufeful  in  pointing  out  the 
found  from  the  eaftern  quarter,  than  in  its  being 
rendered  very  remarkable  by  its  handfome  fhape,  ^ 
and  its  rocky,  and  almofl:  uninterrupted  polifhed 
furface  to  its  fummit.  Its  bafe  mav  be  faid  ra- 

-  w/ 

ther  to  form  the  eaftern  extent  of  the  coaft,  than 
the  oppofite  point  of  the  found,  there  being 
wdthin  it  a  projection  which  more  properly  forms 
the  N.  E.  point  of  the  found,  lying  from  Bald- 
head  N.  30  E.  abou2  live  miles  diftant.  Between 


ROUND  THE  WORLD* 


163 


thefe  latter  points  are  Michaelmas,  and  Break 
Sea  iflands,  each  about  a  lea2:ue  in  circuit,  one 
mile  apart,  nearly  equidiftant  between  the  two 
points,  and  affording  to  all  appearance  good 
channels  on  every  fide.  The  water  fuddenly  de- 
creafes  in  its  depth  from  30  to  12  fathoms  the 
latter  depth  uniformly  continuing  acrofs  from 
point  to  point,  I  fliould  conceive,  muft  be  art 
additional  means  of  preventing  any  very  heavy 
fea  from  rolling  into  the  found ;  which,  in  the 
moft  expofed  place  of  anchorage  convenient  to 
the  fhore,  is  only  open  from  E.  by  N.  to  S.  E: 
by  E.  Between  thefe  limits  are  fituated  the  tw^d 
iflands  above-mentioned,  whence  the  found  ex¬ 
tends  W.  by  N.  about  two  leagues  to  point  Pof- 
feffion,  and  from  our  anchorage  to  Oyfter  har¬ 
bour,  north  about  the  fame  diftance,  with  regu- 
lar  foundings  in  mid-channel  of  12  to  15,  and 
10  to  0  fathoms  clofe  to  the  fhore,  excepting 
near  Seal  ifland,  where  there  is  a  hole  of  21 
fathoms.  The  Difeovery  and  Chatham  were 
moored  in  a  fituatiom,  not  only  very  convenient 
as  to  communication  with  the  fhore,  but  I  be¬ 
lieve,  in  perfedl  fecurity  as  it  refpe<?ied  the  ele¬ 
ment  :  for  although  the  fea  broke  fbmetiines  with 
fuch  violence  on  Break  Sea  ifland,  that  the  furf 
ranged  to  its  elevated  fumrriit,  during  a  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  boifterous  weather  ;  yet  it  did  net 
occafion  us  the  Icaft  inconvenience^  A  more 
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i|  eligible  fituation  if  required  in  the  found  might 

il  very  probably  be  met  with  above  the  flat  "rock, 

I  as  veflels  would  be  there  more  completely  land- 

i|  loekcd  ;  and  a  convenient-  fandy  cove,  eafily  to 

be  difcovered  in  that  neighbourhood,  is  furnifhed 
:  °  with  a  ftream  of  excellent  frefli  water,  which 

though  to  all  appearance  not  better  in  quality 
than  the  water  we  received  on  board,  was  yet 
more  pleafmg  to  the  eye,  not  being  of  fo  deep  a 
colour. 

Princefs  Iloyal  harbour  admits  of  a  paflfage 
into  it  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide ;  neareft 
to  the  northern  fhore  the  depth  is  five  or  fix  fa¬ 
thoms,  but  on  the  fouthern,  not  more  than  2\ 
and  three  fathoms  water  ;  occafioned  by  banks  of 
coral  rock  which  are  very  confpicuous,  and,  not 
i  being  liable  to  any  of  the  violent  agitations  of  the 

fea,  are  by  no  means  dangerous.  Within  the 
[  points  of  entrance,  the  depth  is  regularly  from 

four  to  feven  fathoms,  and  the  bottom  clear,  good 
holding  ground.  This  depth,  though  occupying 
part  only  of  the  harbour,  yet  affords  a  fufficlent 
fpace  for  feveral  vefTels  to  ride  in  fafety. 

Oyfter  harbour  is  rendered  admiffible  alone 
for  vefTels  of  a  middle  fize,  by  the  fliallownefs  of 
the  water  on  the  bar,  extending  from  fhore  to 
fliore,  on  which  we  found  1 7  feet  water  only, 
although  the  depth  increafed  from  five  to  feven 
fathoms  on  each  fide.  The  deep  water  within 

the 
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the  harbour  did  dot  feem  of  any  great  extent.  In 
both  thefe  harbours  the  communication  with  the 
country  is  rendered  unpleafant  by  the  Ihallow 
depth  of  water  in  moft  places  extending  to  a 
great  diftance  from  the  fhore.  This  inconve- 
niency  could  eafily  be  remedied,  fhould  it  ever 

be  an  objedl  fo  to  do,  by  wharfs ;  although  it  is 

\ 

not  unlikely  that  on  a  more  minute  infpedlion 
the  neceffity  for  fuch  a  meafure  would  ceafe  to 
appear. 

In  navigating  the  found,  we  did  ^not  obferve 
any  danger  that  w^as  not  fufliciently  confpicuous 
to  be  avoided ;  circumftances  however  did  not 
admit  of  our  acquiring  that  fatisfadtory  informal 
tion  refpedtlng  Princefs  Royal  and  Oyfter  har^ 
hours  which  fall  into  it,  that  could  have  been 
wifhcd  ;  vet  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  found,  the 
annexed  Iketch  will  I  believe  be  found  to  contain 
no  very  material  error. 

The  appearance  of.  this  country  along  the 
coafts,  refembles,  in  moft  refpects,  that  of  Africa 
about  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  furface 
feemed  to  be  chiefly  compofed  of  fand  mixed 
with  decayed  vegetables,  varying  exceedingly  in 
point  of  richnefs  ;  and  although  bearing  a  great 
iimilarity,  yet  indicating  a  foil  fuperior  in  quality 
to  that  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Cape 
Town.  The  principal  component  part  of  this 
country  appeared  to  be  coral ;  and  it  would  feem 

L  3  tl^t 
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that  its  elevation*  above  the  ocean  is  of  modern 
date,  not  only  from  the  ftiores,  and  the  bank 
which  extends  along  the  coaft  being,  generally 
fpeaking,  compofed  of  coral,  as  was  evident  by 
our  lead  never  defeendina:  to  the  bottom  without 

^  O  ^  j 

'bringing  up  ■  coral  on  its  return ;  but  by  coral 
being  found  on -the  higheft  hills  we  afeended; 
particularly  on  the  fummit  of  Bald-Head,  which 
is  fufficiently  above  the  level  of  the  fea  to  be  feen 
at  12  or  14  leagues  diftance.  Here  the  coral 
was  entirely  . in  its  original  ftate ;  particularly  in 
one  level  fpot,  comprehending  about  eight  acres, 
which  produced  not  the  leaft  herbage  on  the 
white  fand  that  occupied  this  fpace  ;  through 
which  the  branches  of  coral  protruded,  and  were 
found  Handing  exadlly  like  thofe  feen  in  the  beds 
of  coral  beneath  the  furface  of  the  fea,  with  ra-* 
mifications  of  dilterent  fizes,  fome  not  half  an 
inch,  others  four  or  five  inches  in  circumference. 
In  thefe  fields  of  coral  (if  the  term  field  be  al¬ 
lowable)  of  which  there  were  feveral,  fea  fhclls 
were  in  great  abundance,  fome  nearly  in  a  per- 
ic6t  ftate  ftill  adhering  to  the  coral,  others  in 
cliiiercnt  ftages  of  decay.  The  coral  w^as  friable 
in  various  *  degrees  ;  the  extremities  of  "  the 
branches,  fome  of  which  were  nearly  four  feet 
above  the  fand,  were  eafily  reduced  to  powder, 
wdulft  thofe  clofe  to,  or  under  the  furface,  re¬ 
quired  feme  fmall  force  to  break  them  from  the 

rocky 
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rocky  foundation  from  whence  they  appeared  to 
fpring.  I  have  feen  coral  in  many  places  at  a 
confiderablc  diftance  from  the  fea  ;  but  in  no 
other  inftaricc  have  I  feen  it  lb  elevated,  and  in 
fuch  a  ftate  of  pcrfeclion. 

In  the  lower  lands  we  frequently  met  with  ex- 
tenfivc  tracts  occupied  by  a  kind  of  okerifh 
fwampy  peat,  or  moorifli  foil  of  a  very  dark 
brown  colour,  forming  as  it  were  a  cruft,  which 
fhook  and  trembled  w^hen  w'alked  upon  ;  with 
water  oozing  throucrh,  or  running  over  the  fur- 
face,  in  all  direbtions.  Through  tins  foil* moft 
of  the  ftreams  take  their  courfe,  and  it  is  to  their 
impregnation  in  the  paftage,  that  the  general  high 
colour  of  the  water  is  to  be  attributed.  Thefc 
fwamps  were  not  always  confined  to  low  and 
level  fpots,  but  were  found  on  the  acclivity  of 
the  higher  lands ;  and  wdicrc  thefc  did  not  oc¬ 
cupy  the  fides  of  the  hills,  the  foil  was  deep,  and 
appeared  infinitely  more  produdlive  than  the  fur- 
face  of  the  plains  ;  efpecially  that  through  which 
the  rivulet  in  Oyfter  harbour  has  been  mention¬ 
ed  to  flow.  In  that  plain  we  found,  at  irregular 
intervals,  juft  beneath  the  furface,  a  fubftratum 
of  an  apparently  imperfeft  chalk,  or  a  rich  white 
marie,  feemingly  formed  of  the  fame  decayed 
fliells,  with  which  the  courfc  of  the  river  abound¬ 
ed.  Thefc  ftrata,  about  eight  or  ten  yards  broad, 
run  perpendicularly  to  the  rivulet ;  their  depth 
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we  had  not  leifure  to  examine,  although  there 
feemed  litde  doubt  of  finding  this  fubftance  in 
fuiiicient  abundance  for  the  purpofes  of  manure, 
fliould  the  cultivation  of  this  country  ever  be  in 
contemplation.  .The  general  ftrudture  of  it  feems 
very  favorable  to  fuch  an  attempt,  as  the  moun¬ 
tains  are  neither  fiieep  nor  numerous  ;  nor  do  the 
rifing  grounds  form  fuch  hills  as  bid  defiance  to 
the  plough  ;  v\diile  they  produce  that  fort  of  di- 
yerfity  which  is  grateful  to  the  eye,  and  not  un- 
pleafant  to  the  traveller. 

This,  chalky  earth  was  alfo  found  in  the  neighr 
bourhood  of  a  moorifli  foil ;  and,  on  a  more  mi¬ 
nute  examination,  feemed  much  to  refemble  an 
earth 'defcribed  in  Cronfeadt’s  Mineralogy  at  the 
bottom  of  his  note  fy )  page  21.  It  did  not 
flaew  any  figns  of  effervefcence  with  acids,  nor 
did  it  burn  into  lime  ;  but,  like  the  earth  alluded 
to,  contains  a  riumber  of  fmall  tranfparent  cryf- 
tals.  Tliefe  were  vifible  without  a  microfeope  ; 
and  as,  on  applying  the  blow  pipe,  vitrification 
took  place,  it  might  probably  be  ufefully  appro¬ 
priated  in  making  a  fort  of  porcelain. 

The  Hones  w^e  found  were  chiefly  of  coral, 
with  a  few^  black  and  brown  pebbles,  flate,  quartz, 
two  or  three  forts  of  granite,  with  fome  fand 
ftoncs,  but  none  feeniing  to  poffefs  any  metallic 
quality. 

The  climate,  if  a  judgment  rqay  be  formed  by 

fo 
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fo  fnort  a  vlilt,  feemed  delightful:  for  though 
we  contended  with  fome  boifterous  weather  on 
our  approach  to  the  coaft,  nothing  lefs  ought 
reafonably  to  have  been  expelled  at  the  feafon  of 
the  vernal  equinox,  and  breaking  up  of  the  win¬ 
ter.  The  gales  we  experienced  in  King  George 
the  Third’s  Sound,  wxre  not  of  fuch  violence  as 
to  put  veiTels  at  fea  paft  their  top-fails  ;  although  . 
whilft  the  S.  W.  wdnd  continued  a  moft  violent 
fea  broke  with  incredible  fury  on  the  exterior 
fliores.  This  however  can  eafily  be  imagined, 
vvhen  the  extenlive  uninterrupted  range  which 
the  wind  in  that  diredtion  has  over  the  Indian 
ocean  is  taken  into  confideratlon :  during  the 
continuance  of  this  wind  the  atmofphere  was  to¬ 
lerably  clear,  though  the  air  was  keen.  Faren- 
helt’s  thermometer,  at  the  time  of  year  anfwer^ 
ing  to  the  beginning  of  April  in  the  northern 
hemlfphere,  ftood  at  5  3^;  but  at  all  other  times 
during  our  flay,  varied  between  58^  and  and 
the  barometer  from  29  ""  go  to  30'‘"  50.  Slight 
colds  were  caught  by  the  crew,  which  ought 
rather  to  be  imputed  to  their  own  want  of  care 
than  to  the  climate,  as  on  getting  to  fea  the  par¬ 
ties  foon  recovered.  Our  convalefcents  in  the 
flux  received  much  benefit,  though  their  health 
could  not  yet  be  confidered  as  thoroughly  re-efta- 
bliPned.  Thefe  circumfLanccs  induced  an  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  climate  and  foil  bade  fair  to  be  ca- 

4 
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pable  of  producing  all  the  effentials^  and  many 
of  the  luxuries  of  life  ;  although  on  the  fubjedl  of 
agricultural  improvement,  I  felt  myfelf  as  unqua¬ 
lified  to  determine,  as  to  enumerate  fcientifically 
the  feveral  trees,  fhrubs,  and  plants  with  which 
the  country  abounds.  Of  the  two  latter  there 
appeared  a  great  variety,  and  I  believe  afforded 
to  Mr.  Menzies  much  entertainment  and  em¬ 
ployment.  Amongfl  the  moft  remarkable  was 
the  gum  plant,  found  every  v^'^here  in  great  abun¬ 
dance,  and  anfwering,  in  all  its  charadters,  to  the 
defeription  and  reprefentation  of  that  plant  found 
at  port  Jachfon,  as  mentioned  in  Philips’s  voyage. 
Wild  celery  was  found  in  quantities  fufiicierit  for 
our  pea-foup,  and  dally  to'  fupply  the  people  by 
way  of  fauce  to  their  faltcd  meat :  tfiis  with  fam- 
f>hlre  were  the  only  eatable  vegetables  we  pro¬ 
cured.  Other  plants  were  numerous,  and  af- 
iorded  a  great  variety  of  beautiful  flowers.  The 
flirubs  alfo  were  abundant,  and  of  many  fpecies  ; 
but  neither  thefe  nor  the  trees  grew  fo  clofely 
together  as  materially  to  incommode  travelling, 
even  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oyfter  harbour, 
where  the  country  is  very  well  wooded  ;  and  as 
the  branches  of  the  trees  do  not  approach  within 
feveral  feet  oi  the  ground,  an  extenlivc  view  is 
admitted  in  every  direcilon.  The  foreft  trees 
feerned  of  four  dirferent  forts.  The  moft  com- 
mon  much  rckmblcd  the  hollv,  but  thefe  were 

not 
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not  of  the  larger  fort ;  that  which  I  took  to  be 
the  gum  tree  of  New  South  Wales,  by  its  foliage 
and  its  producing  a  confiderable  quantity  of  gum, 
feemed  to  be  a  hard,  ponderous,  clofe-grained 
wood:  of  this  defcription  the  larger  trees  feemed 
chiefly  to  confiil ;  one  of  thefe  meafured  nine 
feet  four  inches  in  girth,  and  was  of  a  propor¬ 
tionable  height.  Thofe  from  which  our  fuel  w^as 
procured  w^ere  of  the  myrtle  tribe,  not  unlike  the 
pimento  of  the  Weft  Indies,  in  iliape,  appear¬ 
ance,  and  aromatic  flavor  of  the  foliage  ;  and  in 
the  hard  and  clofe  texture  of  the  wood,  which 
makes  an  excellent  and  pleafant  fire,  burning 
cheerfully  yet  confuming  flow  ;  whilft,  from  the 
fmoke,  a  very  fpicy  agreeable  fragrance  is  exhal¬ 
ed.  Thefe  do  not,  in  general,  grow  to  large 
timbers ;  but  there  is  another  fpecies  much  re- 
fembling  them,  with  rather  broader  leaves,  and 
pofteffing  like  them  an  aromatic  flavor,  which 
grow  to  a  confiderable  fize.  Thefe,  with  a  fpe¬ 
cies  not  unlike  the  filver  tree  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  were  the  trees  that  were  found  ge¬ 
nerally  to  compofe  the  foreft. 

For  the  benefit  of  thofe  who  may  vifit  the 

«/ 

country  hereafter,  fome  vine-cuttings  and  water- 
crefles  were  planted  on  the  ifland  in  Oyfter  har¬ 
bour,  and  at  the  place  from  w'hence  we  procured 
our  fuel ;  and  an  afTortment  of  garden  feeds,  w/ith 
fome  almonds,  orange,  lemon  and  pumkin  feeds 

were. 
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were  fown.  The  whole  being  the  produce  of 
Africa,  I  fliould  have  entertained  little  doubt  of 
their  fuccefs,  had  it  not  been,  that  there  was 
much  to  apprehend  in  their  being  over-run  by 
the  natural  produ6tions  of  the  country. 

Of  the  animal  kingdom,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the 
tenants  of  the  earth,  little  information  was  de¬ 
rived.  The  only  quadruped  feen  was  one  dead 
kangaroo  ;  the  dung,  however,  of  thefe  or  fome 
other  animals  feeding  on  vegetables,  was  almoft 
every  where,  met  wdth,  and  frequently  fo  frefh 
as  to  indicate  that  the  animal  could  not  be  far 
removed. 

Of  the  birds  that  live  in  or  refort  to  the  woods, 
the  vulture  may  be  faid  to  be  the  mofh  common, 
as  we  faw  feveral  of  this  fpecies,  or  at  leaf!:,  birds 
that  were  fo  confidered.  Hawks  of  the  falcon 
tribe,  with  feveral  others  of  that  genus ;  a  bird 
much  refembling  the  Englifii  crow,  parrots,  par- 
roquets,  and  a  variety  of  frnall  birds,  fome  of 
which  fling  very  melodioufly,  were  thofe  which 
attradted  our  attention  the  moft ;  but  all  were  fo 
exceffively  wild  and  watchful,  that  lew  fpeci- 
mens  could  be  procured.  Of  the  water  fowl, 
the  black  fwan  feemed  as  numerous  as  any  other 
fpecies  of  aquatic  birds  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Oyfter  harbour,  but  they  were  feen  in  no  other 
place.  There  was  alio  black  and  white  pelicans 
of  a  large  fort,  feen  at  a  diftance ;  and  though 
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ducks  were  in  great  numbers,  we  were  very  un- 
fuccefsful  in  taking  them.  A  very  peculiar  one 
was  fhot,  of  a  darkilh  grey  plumage,  with  a  bag 
like  that  of  a  lizard  hanging  under  its  throat ; 
which  fmelt  fo  intolerably  of  muik  that  it  fcented 
nearly  the  whole  Ihip.  There  was  allb  many 
gray  curlews,  and  fea-pies  ;  of  the  latter  vvc  pro¬ 
cured  a  few,  which  were  excellent  eating.  The 
aquatic  birds  before  enumerated,  with  fliags,  the 
common  gull,  two  or  three  forts  of  tern,  and  a 
few  fmall  penguins  of  a  blueiili  colour,  included 
the  whole  of  the  feathered  tribe  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  fhores. 

With  the  produfllons  of  the  fca,  we  were  not 
much  more  acquainted ;  which  is  rather  to  be 
attributed  to  our  want  of  fkill  as  fiilicrmen  than 
to  its  want  of  bounty.  Some  of  the  few  fiih  we 
caught  were  very  excellent,  particularly  of  the 
larger  fort ;  one  much  refembling  the  fnook,  and 
another  the  calioevar  of  Jamaica,  both  of  hicfh 
flavor  ;  as  was  a  kind  of  filli  not  unlike,  nor  in¬ 
ferior  in  quality  to,  the  Engliili  red  mullet.  Thcfe, 
with  the  common  white  mullet,  rock  fifli,  mack¬ 
erel,  herrings,  and  a  variety  of  finall  fifli,  were 
thofe  w*e  procured,  though  not  in  any  abundance. 

Whllft  on  the  coaft,  whales  and  fcals  were 
frequently  playing  about  the  flrip ;  of  the  latter, 
we  faw"  about  a  fcore  at  one  time  on  Seal  ifland. 


The  little  trouble  thefe  animals  took  to  avoid  us, 
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indicated  their  not  being  accuftomed  to  fiich  vi- 
fitors.  The  throat  and  belly  of  thefe  feals,  which 
were  of  a  large  fort^  were  nearly  white  ;  between 
the  head  and  fhoulders,  the  neck  rifes  in  a  kind 
of  creft,  which,  with  the  back,  was  of  a  light 
brown  colour  ;  their  hair  was  exceedingly  coarfe  ; 
the  carcafe  very  poor,  and  afforded  little  blubber; 
which,  however,  may  be  imputable  to  the  fea- 
fon. 

E^eptiles  and  noxious  animals  feemed  by  no 
means  to  be  numerous,  as  only  two  or  three 
yellow,  and  bronze- coloured  fnakes  were  feen,‘ 
wdiich  were  good  eating  ;  thefe,  with  a  few  li¬ 
zards  of  the  common  fort,  and  fome  about  eight 
or  nine  inches  long  of  a  thick  clumfy  make,  dark 
colour,  and  altogether  exceffively  ugly,  were  what 
compofed  that  race  of  animals.  Some  beautiful 
beetles,  common  flies,  and  mufkitoes,  were  oc» 
cafionally  met  wdth,  but  not  in  fuch  numbers  as  to 
produce  inconvenience. 

It  would  now  remain  to  fay  fomething  of  the 
human  fpecies,  the  inhabitants  of  this  country; 
but  as  we  were  not  fo  fortunate  to  procure  an 
interview  with  any  one  of  them,  all  that  can  be 
advanced  on  this  fubjedt  mufl:  be  founded  oit 
conjecture  or  nearly  fo,  and  confequently  very 
liable  to  error ;  it  may,  howxver,  not  be  unac¬ 
ceptable  to  ftate  fuch  circumftances  as,  on  the 
fpot,  occurred  to  our  obfervation. 
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The  natives  appeared  to  be  a  wandering  people;, 
who  fometlmes  made  their  excurfions  individu¬ 
ally,  at  other  times  in  coiifidcrable  parties  ;  this 
was  apparent  by  their  habitations  being  found 
hngle  and  alone,  as  well  as  compoiing  tolerably 
large  villages. 

Befides  the  village  I  vifited,  Mr.  Broughton 
dlfcovered  another  about  two  miles  diftant  from 
it,  of  nearly  the  fame  magnitude  ;  but  it  appeared 
to  be  of  a  much  later  date,  as  all  the  huts  had 
been  recently^  built,  and  feemed  to  have  been 
very  lately  inhabited.  It  wans  fituated  in  a  fwamp, 
which  might  probably  have  been  preferred  to  a 
hip’her  and  firmer  land  for  the  convenience  of 

O 

waterr  One  or  two  huts  of  a  larger  fize  were 
here  alfo  obferved  ;  the  reft  were  precifely  of  the 
fame  defcriptioii  with  thofe  in  our  neighbour¬ 
hood.  The  larger  trees  in  the  vicinity  of  both 
villages  had  been  hollowed  out  by  fire,  fuffi- 
ciently  to  afford  the  ilielter  thcfe  people  feemed 
to  require.  Upon  ftones  placed  In  the  infide  of 
thefe  hollow  trees  fires  had  been  made,  which 
proved  that  they  had  been  ufed  as  habitations, 
either  for  the  inferior  of  the  party,  which  W'ould 

X  J  ^ 

arme  a  further  des:ree  of  fubordination  amonrft 

tv  o  o 

them,  or  for  thofe  who  were  too  indoient  to  build 
themfelves  the  wattled  huts  before  deferibed,. 
No  one  fpecies  of  furniture  or  utenfil  was  dift 
covered  in  any.  of  the  houfes ;  the  only  imple¬ 
ments 
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merits  feen,  were  pieces  of  ftlcks  intended  as 
fpcars,  rudely  wrought,  and  the  operation  of 
manual  labour  upon  them  but  fllghtly  difcernible. 
The  bark  was  ftripped  off,  and  the  thickeft  end/ 
after  having  been  burnt  in  the  fire,  was  fcraped 
and  reduced  to  a  blunted  point,  on  one  of  which 
fome  blood  was  found  ftill  adhering. 

Deftitute  (as  they  feemed)  of  the  nieans,  and 
totally  ignorant  of  every  mode  of  embarkation, 
it  is  not  likely  that  they  place  much  dependence 
on  marine  productions  for  their  fubfiftence  ;  yet 
it  was  evident  from  the  wears  on  the  fliores,  and 
from  the  mouths  of  the  brooks  near  the  villages 

O 

being  flopped  up,  that  they  fometimes  refort  to 
the  rivulets  and  to  the  fea  for  provlfions.  On 
this  account,  it  was  confidered  rather  extraor¬ 
dinary,  that  the  bones  of  the  fiih.es  on  which 
they  had  fed  were  no  where  to  be  fouiid ;  and 
this  led  to  a  fuppofition  that  thofe  which  their 
endeavours  enabled  them  to  procure  were  very 
fmall.  It  appeared  flill  more  extraordinary  that, 
fince  they  drew  a  certain  proportion  of  their  food 
from  the  fea,  they  fliould  not  have  difcovered  fo 
excellent  a  part  of  its  produce  as  oyfters  and 
clams ;  notwithflanding  that  the  latter  fliow 
themfelves  on  the  beaches  over  which  they  mufl 
frequently  w^alk  ;  and  that  the  former  at  low 
w^ater  require  only  wading  halt-leg  deep  on  the 
flioals  that  extend  from  the  main  land  to  gather 
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irl  a  few  minutes  a  day’s  fubilftence.  Neither 
did  it  appear  that  they  had  any  knowledge  of 
thefe,  the  limpets,  nor  any  other  (hell  fiili  found 
am.ongll:  the  rocks  ;  or  if  they  had,  for  fome  rea- 
fon  not  eafiiy  to  be  imagined,  they  certainly  made 
no  ufe  of  them ;  otherwife  their  lliells  in  all  hu-* 
man  probability  would  have  been  feen  near  the 
places  of  their  refort.  Hence  it  may  naturally 
be  inferred,  that  the  land  principally  fupplies 
their  wants,  or  hunger  would  long  fince  have 
co'ndudted  them  to  fuch  excellent  refources.  This 
opinion  is  fupported  by  the  extreme  ihynefs  of 
the  feathered  creation,  and  the  wdidnefs  of  the 
quadrupeds,  whofe  footing,  and  the  other  fgns 
bf  their  being  at  no  great  diftance  Vvithbut  our 
obtaining  any  fight  of  them,  fufficientiy  proved 
that  they  wxre  conftantly  purfiicd.  This  circum- 
ftance  may  lurnifli  a  probable  conjecture  on  the 
caufe  of  the  very  extraordinary  devaftatiDn  by  fire, 
which  the  vegetable  produdtions  had  fuftered 
throughout  the  whole  country  we  had  traverfed. 
Fire  is  frequently  reforted  to  by  rude  nations; 
cither  for  the  purpofe  of  encouraging  a  fvreeter 
growth  of  herbage  in  their  hunting  grounds,  or 
as  toils  for  takine:  the  wild  animals,  of'which^ 
they  are  in  purfuit.  When  the  foreft  is  fet  on 
fire  for  fuch  purpofes  in  a  dry  feafon,  its  ravages 
may  become  very  extenfive ;  and  the  inflam¬ 
mable  quality  of  the  gum  plant,  w  Inch  is  here  in 
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great  abundance,  may  operate  to  promote  that 
general  havock  which  we  obferved  in  the  vege¬ 
table  kingdom. 

The  deftruclive  operations  of  fire  were,  how¬ 
ever,  evident  in  places  wdiere  the  gum-plant  was 
not  found  for  a  confiderable  diftance ;  and,  po- 
iitively  fpeaking,  in  our  excurfion  on  fliore,  w^e 
did  not  fee  a  fpot  that  produced  any  vegetables, 
which  had  not  vifibly  felt  its  eifeffs.  Where  the 
country  was  well  wooded,  the  loftiefi:  timbers 
had  the  topmoft  of  their  branches  burned  ^  yet 
none  feemed  totally  deftroyed  by  it ;  and  where 
the  luxuriance  of  the  foil  had  obliterated  its  bane¬ 
ful  appearance  amongft  the  growing  fhrubs  and 
plants,  the  ground,  on  examination,  w^as  found 
ferewed  over  with  the  remains  of  branches  and 
Humps  that  had  been  partially  confumed  by  hre. 
Had  this  conflagration  been  occafioned,.as  fomc 
of  us  fuppofed,  by  repeated  ftorms  of  violent 
lightning  and  thunder,  it  is  reafonable  io  imagine 
we  fliould  have  feen  the  foreft  trees  much  torn 
and  fliattered  to  pieces ;  which  in  no  inftance 
was  obferved. 

As  nothing  further  occurred  w^orthy  any  parti¬ 
cular  notice,  I  fnali  conclude  my  remarks  on  this 
country  by  Hating  the  aflronomical  and  nautical 
obfervations  that  w^ere  made  for  afcertalning  its 
fituation,  and  for  other  purpofes  of  navigation. 

-/-pi 

1  ne 
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The  latitude  of  the  fituation 
of  the  fliips  in  King  George  * 
the  Third’s  found,  deduced 
from  nine  meridional  altitudes 
of  the  fun,  taken  by  four  dif¬ 
ferent  obfervers  and  quadrants> 
all  nearly  agreeing  together, 
gave  their  mean  refult  -  35°  5^  fouth. 

.  The  longitude  deduced  from 
the  mean  refult  of  25  fets  of 
lunar  diftances  of  the  fun  and 
Itars,  taken  before  our  arrival ; 
eight  fets  t^ken  whllft  at  an¬ 
chor  in  the  found  ;  and  52  fets 
taken  after  our  departure,  and 
reduced  to  our  {latlon  there  ; 
making  in  the  whofe  85  fets, 
each  fet  containing  fix  obferv- 
od  diftances,  and  equal  to  5 1 0 


obfervations,  gave 

118^ 

iT 

1  0 

cafe 

Kendail’s  chronometer,  al** 

lowing  the  Portfmouth  rate, 

on  our  arrival  fiiewxd 

117 
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its  rate  as  fettled  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
feemed  to  be  going  nearer  to  its  original  Portf- 
mouth  rate.  The  refult  of  a  fortnight’s  obferva- 
tions  proved  it  to  be  gaining-at  the  rate  of  O’'  per 
day ;  and  admitting  the  longitude  to  be  right  as 
afcertained  by  our  obfervatiohs,  it  was,  at  noon 
on  the  Qth  of  Odlober,  faft  of 'mean  time  at 
Greenwich,  20'  14” :  and  as  it  was  manifeft  on 
our  arrival  and  during  our  refidence  at  the  Cape^ 
that  Kendall’s  chronometer  was  gaining  mate¬ 
rially  on  its  Portfmouth  rate,  I  have,  in  reducing 
the  obfervations  taken  prior  to  our  arrival  in  King 
George  the  Third’s  found,  adopted  a  mean  rate^ 
which  I  truft  will  render  the  refult  of  the  feveral 
obfervations  liable  to  little  error. 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  on  board, 
whllft  at  anchor,  by  two  compaffes,  differed  from 
3°  55''  to  7°  ]  1” ,  The  mean  refult  of  12  fets 


Ihewed  5^  2g'  weftwardly  variation. 

The  vertical  inclination  of  the  fouth 
point  of  the  magnetic  needle,  marked 
end  North,  face  Eaft  -  -  05°  4Q^ 

Marked  end 'North  face  Weft  -  03 

Marked  end  South  face  Eaft  -  05  28 

Marked  end  South  face  Weft  -  05  ’  20 

Mean  vertical  inclination  of  the  fouth 
point  of  the  marine  dipping  needle  04  54' 


Our  obfervations  with  resrard  to  the  tides  were 

o 

rather  Indeclfive,  as  their  fludluatlon  in  the  found 

feemed 
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feemed  to  be  greatly  ifluenced  by  the  force  and 
diredllon  of  the  wind  ;  our  laft  vifrt,  however,  to 
Oyfter  harbour  afforded  an  opportunity  of  notic¬ 
ing  that  the  rife -and  fall  appeared  on  that  day  to 
be  about  four  feet,  and  that  it  w^^as  high  w^ater 
3’"  42'  after  the  moon  paffed  the  meridian. 
Whilft  on  the  coaft  the  velTels  were  cpnftantly 
found  to  be  further  advanced,  than  what  the  run 
of  the  log  intimated  ;  but  whether  this  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  errors  in  this  practice,  or  by  a  purrent 
continually  preffing  eaftward  along  the  co^ft, 
we  had  no  pofitive  means  of  difcovering ;  though, 
from  our  conclufions  at  the  time,  the  latter  fhould 
feem  to  be  the  cafe,  as  the  log  was  not  only  ufed 
with  much  circumfpedtion,  but  the  line  was  fre¬ 
quently  remeafured,  and  always  found  according 
to  its  due  proportions. 


CHAPTEi^ 


382 


il  TOYAGE'OF  DISCOVERY 


[ocri 


CHAPTER  IV. 

PaJJage  from  the  fouth-weji  Coaji  of  New  Holland^ 
— Pelfs  Van  Diemans  Land — Arrival  in  Difji 
Bay,  New  Zealand — Violent  Storms- — Leave 
Dtijky  Bay — A  violent  Storm- — Much  Water 
found  in  the  Ship — Part  Company  with  the, 
Chatham- — Difeover  the  Snares — Proceed  to^ 
wards  Otaheite — Arrive  and  join  the  Chatham 
there. 

OUR  apprehenfions  of  approaching  bolfterous 
weather,  proved  in  the  fequel  to  have  been 
ill  founded  ;  for  notwithfiianding  the  S.  W.  fwell 
on  the  17th  greatly  increafed,  a  gentle  gale  con¬ 
tinued  to  attend  us,  chiefly  from  the  weflerp 
quarter,  with  pleafant  weather.  With  this  we 
fleered  to  the  S.  E.  and  without  the  occurrence 
of  any  intervening  circumflance  worth  relating, 
made  fuch  progrefs,  that  on  Wednefday  the  20th 
wx  had  fight  of  Van  Dieman’s  Land,  bearing  by 
compafs  E.N.E.  10  or  12  leagues  diflant.  Sound¬ 
ings  at  this  time  could  not  be  gained  at  the  depth 
of  80  fathoms.  During  this  palTage  few  oceanic 
birds  had  been  feen  ;  a  continual  and  heavy  fwell 
had  rolled  between  the  fouth  and  weft,  and  we 
"  experienced 
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experienced  the  fame  fort  of  influence  in  our 
reckoning  as  on  the  coaft  of  New  Holland,  in 
finding  the  fnip  every  day  further  advanced  than 
wc’expedted.  A  continuance  of  fine  weather  al¬ 
lowed  leveral  lunar  obfervations  to  be  taken^ 
which  were  diredted  to  the  purpofe  of  afcertaiii- 
ing  the  longitude  of  our  laid  flation.  The  breeze 
from  the  S.  E.  was  very  light,  and  it  w^as  not 
until  late  in  the  day  that  the  land  could  be  plain¬ 
ly  diftinguifhed.  At  feven  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing  w^e  tacked  and  flood  to  the  S.  W.  ;  the 
Mevvftone  bearing  by  compafs  S.  88  E. ;  the 
eaflernmofl  part  of  the  main  land  in  fight  N. 
82 1  E.  the  fouth-wxfl  cape  being  the  nearefi;  land 
N.  E.  three  or  four  leagues  diftant ;  land  appear¬ 
ing  like  an  ifland,  N.  1  i  W.  and  the  w^eftern- 
mofl  part  of  the  main  land  N.  5  W»  This  land 
lies  from  the  fouth-weft  cape  N.  id  W.  about 
nine  leagues  diflant :  between  thefe  points  the 
coaft  feemed  to  be  much  broken,  \^'ith  fome  fmall 
iflands  lying  a  few  miles  from  the  fliore.  It 
was  nearly  calm  during  the  night,  and  although 
within  three  or  four  leagues  of  the  land,  found¬ 
ings  could  not  be  gained  af  the  depth  of  130  fa¬ 
thoms. 

In  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the 
27  th  w^efteered  along  the  coaft,  with 
a  fine  breeze  from  N.  N.  W. ;  and 
about  eight,  under  the  meridian  of 

M  4  the 
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the  fouth-weft  cape,  the  chrono¬ 

meter  gave  the  longitude  by  the  laft 

rate  -  '  - 

146°  27'  Ov 

By  the  Cape  rate  - 

147  7  13 

By  the  Portfmouth  rate 

140  8 

The  former,  places  the  fouth-weft 

cape  20'!  further  eaft  than  the  lon¬ 
gitude  afllgned  to  it  by  Captain 
Cook,  The  chronometer  placed 
the  Swllly  rock  which  we  paffed 
in  the  evening,  accordiog  to  the 
laft  rate,  in  longitude  -  147®  23'  30^ 

According  to  the  Cape  rate  148  3  45 

Fortfmouth  rate  147  2 

By  the  laft  rate  the  chronometer  was  17F  to 
the  eaft  of  Captain  Cookls  longitude  of  this  rock, 
and  made  the  mean  difference  of  the  longitude  of 
this  coaft,  1 8'  43^"!  to  the  eaftward  of  Captain 
Cook’s  calculations ;  whence  it  would  appear, 
that  either  the  chronometer  had  acquired  that 
error  fince  our  departure  from  King  George  the 
Third’s  found,  or  that  we  had  placed  that  port  a 
few  miles  too  far  to  the  eaftward.  The  neareft 
^  land  at  fix  in  the  evening,  was  the  fouth  cape  of 
Van  DIeman’s,  which  bore  by  compafs  N.  24 
W.  0  or  7  leagues  diftant.  Having  now  a  fine 
gale  at  N.  N.  E.  we  took  tw^o  reefs  in  the  top- 
fails  ;  fhaped  a  courfe  for  Duiky  bay  in  New- 
Zealand ;  and  by  ‘fignal  to  the  Chatham  ap¬ 
pointed 
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pointed  Facile  harbour  in  that  bay  as  the  next 
place  of  rendezvous. 

The  dyfentery,  though  nearly  fubdued  on  board 
both  veffels,  had  left  thofe  who  had  been  afilibled 
with  it  in  a  very  feeble  and  reduced  ftate  ;  and 
not  knovvdng  of  any  place  fo  eafily  within  our 
reach^  y»^here  fuch  excellent  refrefliments  could  . 
be  procured  with  fo  much  facility,  together  with 
timber  for  planks,  fpars,  tent  poles,  &c.  &c.  of 
which  we  ftood  in  ^reat  need,  I  was  induced  to 
make  choice  of  Dufky  bay,  notwithftanding  the 
inconvenience  it  labours  under  from  the  great 
depth  of  water,  and  \vant  of  anchorage  in  its  en¬ 
trance. 

A  favorable  wind,  attended  in  general  with  to- 
Jerably  fine  weather,  varied  between  the  N.  and 
W.  and  afterw^ards  between  the  W.  and  S.  wnth 
frefh  gales,  until  Wednefday  the  2d  of  Novem¬ 
ber ;  when  about  nine  in  the  forenoon  we  were 
brought  within  fight  of  the  coafl:  of  New  Zea¬ 
land,  bearing  by  compafs  E.  N.  E.  12  or  14 
leagues  diftant.  We  frood  for  the  land,  making 

all  fail  with  a  frcfli  breeze  at  S,  W. ;  but  the 

... 

weather  was  fo  exceedingly  hazy,  that  it  was  one 
o’clock  in  the  forenoon  before  it  was  plainly  dif- 
tingulflied ;  w’hen  Five  Finger  point  was  fecn 
Fearing  by  compafs  N.  E.  7  leagues  diftant,  and 
the  weft  cape  E.  by  N.  i  N.  The  wfind  in  the 
evening  veered  round  to  the  N.  N.  Vv^.  and  being 

light. 
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light,  With  alternate  calms,  the  boats  wxre  holft- 
ed  out  to  tow  ;  by  which  means,  and  with  the 
additional  afliitance  of  a  heavy  fwell  rolling  up 
Dufty  bay,  we  anchored  about  nine  that  even¬ 
ing  in  40  fathoms  foft  bottom,  in  the  arm  lead¬ 
ing  into  Facile  harbour.  Five  Finger  point  by 
compais  bore  S.  38  W.  ;  the  weft  point  of  Par¬ 
rot  iiland  N.  35  E.  ;  and  the  neareft  flrore  W. 
N.  W.  half  a  mile  diftant.  About  eleven  the 
Chatham  anchored,  and,  though  wdthin  us,  w^as 
in  Go  fathoms  w’ater. 

Although  in  the  year  17731  had  vifited  Dufky 
bay  with  Captain  Cook  in  the  Refolution,  I  had 
never  been  in  Facile  harbour ;  for  this  reafon  I 
deemed  it  expedient,  previous  to  moving  the  vef- 
fels,  to  examine  and  determine  on  a  fitua^tion 
there  moft  convenient  for  our  feveral  employ¬ 
ments.  On  this  occafion  I  w'as  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Broughton  and  Mr.  Whidbey.  Having 
made  our  choice,  w^e  were  greatly  alarmed  on 
our  return  by  the  report  of  two  guns  ;  but  as  the 
wind  bad  much  increafed  fince  our  departure 
from  the  fhips,  we  wxre  not  long  at  a  lofs  how^ 
to  account  for  this  fignal,  and  concluded  that  one 
or  both  of  the  veffels  had  driven  from  their  an- 
chorac;e. 

We  were  no  fooncr  clear  of  the  iflands  than 
our  conjectures  were  in  part  confirmed.  The 
Chatham  was  ftationary,  but  the  Difeovery  wws 

moving; 
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moving ;  and  by  the  time  wc  reached  her,  about 
one  o’clock,  fhe  was  nearly  abreaft  of  Five  Finger 
point.  We  found  that,  on  the  fliip’s  driving,  a 
fecond  anchor  had  been  reforted  to ;  but  the 
depth  of  water  being  upwards  of  70  fathoms,  flie 
'svas  not  brought  up  ;  that  anchor  was  again  at 
the  bows,  and  the  other  nearly  up ;  fo  that  vce 
■^vere  Ihortly  enabled  to  fet  the  fails  ;  and,  having 
a  flrong  gale  at  the  N.  N.  W.  though  attended 
with  heavy  fqualls,  I  was  not  without  hopes  of 
reaching  our  defti nation  in  Facile  harbour  before 
dufk.  But  about  five,  a  very  violent  gufi:  of 
wdnd  carried  away  the  ftrap  of  the  fore-topfail 
fliect  block ;  the  ftayfail  fheets  and  hauljards 
gave  way;  and  the  fore-topmafl  ftayiail  fplit : 
the  gale  fecmed  to^  be  increaiing,  and  as  we  were 
in  too  narrow  a  channel  to  repair  thefe  damages 
before  we  lliould  have  loft  all  the  diftance  we  had 
gained,  it  was  exceedingly  fortunate  that  we  had 
Anchor  iiland  harbour  to  leeward  of  us,  for  wdiich 
we  immediately  fteered ;  and  running  in  by  the 
wcftern  entrance,  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the 
cove  in  20  fathoms,  foft  muddy  bottom  ;  and 
after  veering  to  half  a  cable,  our  fterii  was  in  13 
fathoms  water,  about  40  yards  from  the  ifland 
that  lies  at  the  bottom  -of  the  cove.  The  fliip 
was  ftcadied  bv  hawfers,  from  the  bow^s  to  the 
points  of  the  cove,  and  from  the  quarters  to  the 
trees  on  each  fide.  ■  The  gale  increafed  dining 

the 
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the  night ;  and  it  became  neceffary  to  ftrike  the 
lower  yards  and  top- gallant  mafts.  Our  appre- 
hcnfions  for  the  fafety  of  the  Chatham  were  not 
relieved  untii,  by  rowing  over  to  the  Petrel  iflands 
the  next  forenoon,  Friday  the  4th,  and  by  walk¬ 
ing  acrofs  the  land,  we  had  the  happlnefs  to  fee 
her  ride  in  jofrfed):  fafety  ;  but  as  fhe  was  diredtly 
to  windward,  and  the  gale  continued  to  increafe, 
Mr.  Broughton  was  unable  to  get  on  board.  Sa¬ 
tisfied  with  the  fecurity  of  her  ftation,  we  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Difeovery,  when  the  violence  of 
the  gale  from  the  N.  W.  obliged  us  to  ftrike  the 
topmafts,  it  not  being  in  our  power  to  veer  more 
cable,  or  allow  the  fnip  to  drive,  wdthout  her 
being  on  the  rocks  aftern  •  of  which,  even  with 
thefe  precautions,  wx  entertained  fome  fears  ;  al¬ 
though  in  a  fituation  perfectly  land  locked,  and 
the  weather  fhorcs  not  more  -than  five  cables 
length  difrant.  The  violence  of  the  gale  flill 
continuing,  tlie  fmall  bower  anchor  wai  dropped 
under  foot.  In  the  evening  the  wind  moderated 
a  little,  which  feemed  to  be  for  the  foie  purpofe 
of  acquiring  and  returning  wfith  new  vigor,  as, 
by  two  on  Samrday  morning  the  5  th,  the  gale  in- 
creafed  to  fo  violent  a  florm,  as  to  oblige  us  to 
lower  the  top- mafts  clofe  down  to  the  cap,  and 
to  get  our  yards  and  top-gallant  mafts  fore  and 
aft  on  the  deck.  From  five  o’clock  until  eight, 
it  blew  a  perfeft  hurricane,  attended  with  tor¬ 
rents 
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rents  of  rain.  We  were  happily  in  a  very  fniig, 
fecure  little  harbour,  yet  the  fea  beat  with  fuch 
unremitting  violence  againft  the  rocks  immedi¬ 
ately  aftern  of  us,  that  had  either  the  anchor  or 
cable  given  way,  little  elfe  but  inevitable  dcilruc- 
tion  muft  have  followed.  Our  anxiety  was  in¬ 
finitely  increafed  by  our  folicitude  for  the  wcUare 
of  the  Chatham  ;  but  as  the  ftorm  with  us  at 
N.  W.  by  W.  Vf  as  directly  from  off  the  high  land 
under  which  flie  rode,  we  comforted  ourfelves 
with  the  hope  ,fhe  might  not  experience  its  fury 
to  the  dem-ee  it  affedicd  us.  About  nine  a  moft 
tremendous  guff  caufed  the  inip  to  roll  cxcef- 
fively  ;  this  was  immediately  followed  by  a  fiaili 
ot  lightning,  and  a  heavy  erafii  of  thunder,  which 
broke  up  the  ftorm  ;  and  in  the  fpace  of  half  an 
hour,  the  weather  nriaht  be  confidered,  compa- 
paratively  fpeaking,  as  fair  and  pleafant.  Mr, 
Broughton  immediately  repaired  to  the  Chat¬ 
ham,  and  had  the  inexpreffible  plcafure  of  find- 
ins:  that  fhe  had  rode  out  the  tralc  in  a  manner 
far  beyond  all  expedlation.  At  her  ftation  the 
ftorm  had  blown  from  the  N.  N.  E.  directly 
down  the  arm  in  wdiich  fire  was  at  anchor ;  the 
fea  broke  intuely  over  her,  though  it  had  not  a 
fetch  of  three  miles,  and  in  a  channel  not  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  wide ;  yet  with  her  yards 
and  topmaffs  clofe  lowered,  and  two  anchors 
down,  file  rode  out  this  heavv  itorni  in  perfcdl 

fecurity. 
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fccurlty.  Mr.  Broughton  loft  no  time  in  getting 
under  weigh,  and  worked  into  Facile  harbour ; 
to  which  place,  notwithftanding  our  having  been 
obliged  to  feek  fhelter  here,  it  was  my  intention 
to  have  gone  ;  but  as  we  were  now  completely 
difmantled,  and  finding  that  from  thefe  fhores  all 
our  wants  could  be  conveniently  fupplied,  I  de¬ 
termined  to  remain  quiet,  and  to  fet  about  the 
feveral  repairs  we  required  with  all  poffible  dif- 
patch.  Parties  were  immediately  employed  on 
the  different  fervices  of  cutting  wood  for  fuel, 
timber  for  fpars  and  planks  ;  brewing  fpruce  beer ; 
repairing  the  fails  and  rigging,  calks,  &c.  &c. 
which  neccflary  and  eflential  duties  engaged  every 
perfon  on  board.  A  fmall  boat  with  four  men^ 
daily  employed  in  fifliing,  never  returned  with¬ 
out  an  abundance  of  excellent  fifh  for  prefent  ufe, 
and  a  fupply  for  every  one  who  chofe  to  fait  them 
for  future  occafions.  The  N.  W.  gale  did  not 
intirely  abandon  us,  it  again  blew  with  confider- 
able  violence  on  Sunday  the  6th,  after  which  it 
moderated,  and  the  weather  became  fettled,  fe- 
rene  and  pleafant,  particularly  when  the  wind, 
which  was  generally  the  cafe,  had  its  diredion 
fi'om  the  fouth  or  w'eftern  quarters ;  by  which 
means  our  feveral  duties  were  executed  pleafantly 
and  with  erreat  eafei 

By  Sunday  the  13th,  thefe  neceflary  opera¬ 
tions  w^ere  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  forvvardnefs,  as  to 

allow 
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allow  a  large  party  of  officers  and  gentlemen  in 
two  boats,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Broughton  in 
the  Chatham’s  cutter,  to  attend  me  on  an  excur- 
fion  over  this  fpacious  bay,  with  the  hope  of  be¬ 
coming:  acquainted  with  fome  of  the  inhabitants  ; 
and  if  circumftances  permitted,  to  explore  the 
upper  part  of  the  northern  arm,  which  by  Capt. 
Cook  was  called,  ‘^No  body  knows  what,” 
and  the  only  part  he  did  not  thoroughly  examine. 

On  Monday  the  ]  4th  we  found  the  arm  in 
which  Captain  Cook  places  Apparent  illand,  to 
be  divided  into  two  branches,  leaving  that  land 
a  peninfula  joined  to  the  main  land,  by  a  very 
hl2:h,  thoiwli  narrow  rid2;e  of  mountains.  The 
perpendicular  height,  and  very  extraordinary 
ihape,  of  the  rocky  part  fronting  the  arm,  render 
it  a  moft  fingular  and  majeftic  promontory,  Mr. 
Broughton  undertook  the  right  Iiand,  or  fouthern 
branch,  which  he  found  winding,  firfh  in  a  di- 
redllon  nearly  N.  E,  by  E.  about  3|  miles ;  then 
E.  S.  E.  about  half  a  league  ;  and  there,  in  a  nor¬ 
thern  diredion,  terminating  in  a  fmail  cove. 
The  northern  arm  we  found  to  run  nearly  ftraight 
^about  N.  E.  for  five  miles,  then  turning  round  to 
the  north v/ard,  for  half  a  league  further,  and  end¬ 
ing  in  a  fmail  cove  with  very  fnallow"  w^atcr,  in  a 
north  weftern  direction.  The  heads  of  thcic  arms, 
in  conformity  with  Captain  Cook’s  name  of  their 
entrance,  I  have  called  .Some  body  knows 
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WHAT.  We  were  exceedingly  fortunate  in  hav¬ 
ing;  moft  deliditful  v/eather  for  thefe  examina-' 
tions,  and  returned  on  board  in  the  afternoon  of 
Tuefday  the  15th,  though  not  without  fome  dif- 
appointment  that,  after  three  days  excurfion,  and 
landing  in  many  places,  particularly  in  Cafcadc 
and  Indian  coves,  which  were  formerly  the  re¬ 
fort  ot  the  natives,  we  no  where  found  any  traces 

*/ 

of  them,  or  any  clrcumftance  that  in  the  leaft 
indicated  the  country  being  at  prefent  inhabited  ; 
if  one  or  two  miferable  huts  be  excepted,  which 
the  officers  of  the  Chatham  met  with  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Facile  harbour,  but  which  had 
not  the  appearance  of  having  been  lately  occu¬ 
pied.  Pleafant  weather  ftlll  continuing,  on  Wed- 
nefday  the  1 6th  I  took  a  furvey  of  Anchor  ifland 
harbour.  It  appeared  to  be  perfectly  fecure,  and 
mav  be  found  convenient,  when  accident  may 

J  • 

prevent  veffcls  getting  into  Facile  harbour.  It 
has  two  entrances;  that  to  the  north  of  the  Pe¬ 
trel  iflands  is  a  hiir  and  clear  channel,  though-of 
great  depth  ;  its  general  foundings  being  from 
23  to  38  fathoms;  in  the  narroweft  pa’rt  it  is 
about  a  cable’s  lenp;th  wide,  and;  I  believe,  free 
from  any  danger ;  as  the  lliores  ate  ftcep,  with¬ 
out  any  funkeii  rocks  or  ffioals,  excepting  withiii 
the  paffage  clofc  undef  the  fouth  fide  of  large 
Petrel  ifland,  where  they  are  dlfcoverable  by  the 
w'ceds  growing  upon  them,  and  are  quite  out  ot 

the' 
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the  way  of  its  navigation.  •  The  other  paffage  is 
to  the  fouthward  of  the  Petrel  iflands ;  and  as, 

*  I 

in  all  probability,  a  ftrong  northerly  wind  would 
alone  induce,  any  perfon  to  make  choice  of  this 
in  preference  to  Facile  harbour,  the  S.  W.  point 
of  large  Petrel  ifland  ftiould  be  kept  clofe  on 
aboard,  ) (which  may  be  fafely  done)  in  order  to 
-weather  the  rock  that  appears  above  water  in  the 
-middle  of  the  harbour,  and  to  avoid  a  funken 
one  of  which  there  is  not  the  leaft  indication, 
and*  on  which  there  is  no -greater  depth  than 
twelve  feet  at  low  water.  Between  this  funken 
rock,  and  the  point  from  off  which  it  lies  about 
three  quarters  of  a  cable’s  length,  and  nearly  in 
the  direction  to  what  I  have  called  Entry 
Island,  are  fixteen  fathoms.  Keeping  the  rock 
in  the  harbour,  which  is  always  ylfible,  in  a  line 
with  what  I  have  called  North  Entry  Island, 
will  be  fufficient  diredlion,  to  pafs  within  the 
above-mentioned  point  and  the  funken  rock. 
This,  however,  v/ith  fbme  other  particulars,  is 
better  illuftrated  by  the  annexed  Iketch  ;  which, 
with  one  of  Facile  harbour  taken  by  Mr.  Brough¬ 
ton,  I  have  fubjolned  to  a  copy  of  Captain  Cook’s  . 
mofl  excellent  chart  of  this  port,  with  fuch  tri- 

flino;  additions  as  in  the  courfe  of  our  obfervations 

\ 

we  have  been  able  to  make :  and  on  this  head,  I 
fhall  only  further  remark,  that  Anchor  Bland 

N  harbour^ 
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harbour,  although  a  very  fafe  and  fecure  port, 
is  not  a  very  convenient  one  to  get  to  fea  from, 
owing  to  its  narrow  limits,  great  depth  of  water,, 
and  the  above  funken  rock  whi,ch  we  difeovered 
in  its  weftern  entrance.  ' 

Moft  of  our  bufmefs  with  the  fliore  being: 
finlfhed,  our  rigging  overhauled,  falls  bent,  and 
the  fliip  ready  for  fea,  with  very  fine  weather 
and  a  gentle  breeze  from  S.  S.  E.,  on'the  morn¬ 
ing  of  Friday  the  ]  8th  we  failed  out  of  the  cove. 
The  Chatham  was jiot  yet  in  readinefs  to  depart; 
in  order,  however,  that  we  might  be  conveni¬ 
ently  ftationed  to  proceed  together  when  circum- 
ilances  fliould  admit,  I  Intended  to  place  the  firip 
abreaft  of  Facile  harbour;  but  the  breeze  falling, 
and  the  tide  fetting  us  tow’^ards  the  iflands  that 
lie  from  it,  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  fooner 
than  I  wlflied  in  38  fathoms  foft  bottom.  Five 
Finger  point  by  compafs  bore  S.  40  W. ;  weft 
point  of  Anchor  iiland  S.  12  W.  and  the  fouth 
point  of  Parrot  ifiand  N.  .5  3  W.  a  quarter  .of  a 
mile  diftant.  The  day  was  nearly  calm,  but  the 
next  morning  brought  v>ath  it  a  frefh  breeze  from 
the  fouthward.  The  Chatham  having  completed 
her  bufmefs,  flood  out  into  the  roadftead,  w'hich 
obtained  the  name  of  Tempest  Road,  from  the 
ftorm  fhe  there  rode  out  on  our  arrival :  but  not 
feeing  any  probability  of  getting  to  fea,  fhe  re¬ 
turned 
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turned  into  Facile  harbour.  The  gale  increafed 

f 

towards  noon,  but  in  the  evening  the  weather 
became  delightfully  pleafant* 

On  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  20th,  about 
feven  o’clock,  a  frefli  breeze  from  the  S.  W.  fet 
in,  accompanied  by  an  unufually  heavy  fwell, 
which  giving  us  reafon  to  apprehend  fome  vio¬ 
lence  from  the  wind  in  that  direction,  we  weighed, 
ran  into  Facile  harbour,  and  anchored  abreaft  of 
the  palTage  leading  out  through  Parrot  and  Pi¬ 
geon  illands,  in  38  fathoms  foft  bottom.  This 
paffage,  though  not  exceeding  a  cable’s  length 
in  width,  we  found  to  be  a  very  excellent  one, 
with  foundings  from  nine  to  five  fathoms  clofe  to 
the  fhores.  Thefe  foundings  are  on  a  ridge  from 
illand  to  ifland,  as  the  water  deepened  to  up¬ 
wards  of  30  fathoms  immediately  on  either  fide. 
The  Chatham  was  at  anchor  near  us,  and  both 
vefiels  were  conveniently  ftatloned  for  proceed¬ 
ing  to  fea  on  a  favorable  opportunity  prefenting 
itfelf.  The  wind  continued  to  blow  very  ftrong 
from  the  S.  W.  and  brought  with  it  a  furf  which 
broke  very  heavily  on  the  fhores  in  the  bay ;  yet 
the  veffels  rode  perfectly  quiet.  On  Monday  the 
21ft,  the  fky  became  intirely  obfcured,  with  dark 
gloomy  weather,  and  the  wind  became  variable 
with  much  rain.  The  next  morning  was  per- 
fedtly  calm,  and  although  it  did  not  rain,  the 
heavy  atmofphere  continued.  We  were  now  em- 

N  2  ployed 
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ployed  in  completing  our  flock  of  water,  and  in 
procuring  wood,  fpruce,  or  rather  a  fpecies  of 
cyprefs,  and  the  tea  plant,  for  brewdng  at  fea. 
Towards  noon,  a  breeze  fpringing  up  from  the 
N.  W.  both  veflcls  failed  out  of  Dulky  bay.  A 
very  heavy  fwell  rolled  from  the  S.  W.  and  weft- 
ward;  but  having  a  frefli  breeze,  by  four  o’clock 
Five  Finger  point  bore  N.  by  E.  a  league  diftant. 

Thus  we  quitted  Dufky  bay,  greatly  indebted 
to  its  moft  excellent  refrefliments,  and  the  falu- 
brity  of  its  aii%  The  good  effedls  of  a  plentiful 
fupply  of  frill,  and  fpruce  beer,  were  evident  in 
the  appearance  of  every  individual  in  our  little 

fociety.  The  health  of  our  convalefcents  w^as 

*/ 

perfedly  re-eftabliflied,  and  excepting  one  with 
a  chronic  complaint,  and  tw^o  w^ounded  by  cuts 
in  thei-*  legs,  we  had  not  a  man  on  the  furgeon’s 
lift  ;  though,  on  the  moft  trifling  occallon  of  in- 
difpofition,  no  perfon  was  ever  permitted  to  at¬ 
tend  liis  duty.  Some  wild  fowl  were  procured, 
though  they  were  by  no  means  found  in  fuch 
numbers  as  when  the  llefoiution  was  here  in  the 
year.  1773,  owing,  in  all  probability,  to  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  the  feafon ;  to  which,  poffibly,  is  to 
be  aferibed,  our  being  unable  to  afeertain  whe¬ 
ther  the  geefe  then  left  here  had  propagated. 

Captain  Cook’s  very  excellent  defcriptlon  of 
this  place  precludes  any  material  additions ;  and 
leaves  me,  as  a  tranfitory  vifitor,  little  elfe  than 

the 
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the  power  of  confirming  his  judicious  remarks 
and  opinions.  One  circumftance,  however,  mav 
not  be  unworthy  of  notice.  Mr.  Menzies  here 
found  the  true  winter^s  bark  ;  exadlly  the  fame 
plant  as  that  found  at  Tierra  del  Fuego  ;  but 
which  efcaped  the  obfervation  of  Captain  Cook 
and  our  botanical  gentlemen  in  1/73:  of  this, 
with  the  antardlic  birch,  flax,  and  one  or  twa 
other  plants,  we  took  fpecimens  onboard,  though 
the  period  of  our  reaching  England  feemed  too 
diftant  to  entertain  hopes  of  their  continuing 
alive.  Captain  Cook’s  recommendation  of  Facile 
harbour  to  velTels  bound  to  the  fouthward,  is  high¬ 
ly  judicious,  as  it  is  in  all  refpedis  a  fafe,  com¬ 
modious,  and  convenient  ftation  ;  capable  of  fup- 
plying  every  article  that  can  be  expedled  from 
this  country,  without  going  out  of  fight  of  the 
veflel :  and  it  is  rendered  ftill  more  eligible,  by  our 
having  found  fo  good  an  outlet  with  northerly  or 
N.  W.  winds,  between  Pigeon  and  Parrot  iflands; 
as,  in  confequence  of  the  high  land  drawing  tjiofe 
winds  direcflly  down  the  harbour,  the  weftern 
entrance  will  be  found  lefs  convenient.  No  time 
fliould  be  loft  on  arriving  in  this  bay,  to  feek  fe- 
curity  in  fome  of  its  harbours  : .  whigh,  as  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook  very  truly  obferves,  are  numerous, 
fafe,  and  convenient.”  For  although  the  wea- 
ther  we  experienced  after  the  ftorm  on  our  arri¬ 
val,  may  juflly  be  confidered  as  delightful  fum- 

N  3  m.er. 
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mer  weather,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
northerly  winds  blow  with  incredible  fury  ;  and 
as  they  always  take  the  diredtion  of  the  arms  of 
the  bay,  they  caufe  in  them,  though  they  are  very 
narrow,  a  confiderable  fea,  which,  in  addition  to 
their  great  depth  of  water,  render  fuch  anchoring 
places  neither  pleafant  nor  fecure.  I  fhould  not, 
however,  fuppofe  thel'e  ftorms  to  be  very  fre» 
quent,  for  two  reafons.  Flrft,  during  our  flay 
here,  from  the  20th  of  March  until  the  11th  of 
May  in  the  year  17/3,  which  may  be  confidered 
as  comprehending  part  of  the  winter  feafon,  we 
had  no  gale  of  wdnd  comparable  in  point  of  vio¬ 
lence  to  that  which  we  had  lately  experienced. 
This  was  my  fifth  vifit  to  New  Zealand  and  its 
neighbourhood  ;  and  although  I  have  certainly 
feen  much  boifterous  and  tempeftuous  weather, 
I  never  before  contended  with  fo  violent  a  ftorm. 
Secondly,  the  mountains  in  Anchor  ifland,  Refo- 
lution  ifland,  and  all  thofe  of  moderate  height 
round  the  bay  (the  land  of  Five  Finger  point 
alone  excepted),  which  on  our  arrival  were  per- 
fedlly  free  from  fnow,  were  after  the  ftorm  co¬ 
vered  wdth  it  a  confiderable  way  down.  Were 
inch  falls  of  fnow  to  happen  frequently,  it  is  na¬ 
tural  to  conclude  that  vegetation  would  be  fe« 
verely  checked,  and  that  its  productions  would 
not  have  been  found  to  flourlfli,  as  they  certainly 

do  in  a  moft  luxuriant  manner.  A  few  days  fine 
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w'cather  foon  removed  the  greater  part  of  the 
fiiovv  ;  and  that  which  remained  on  the  high, 
diilant,  barren  mountains,  which  for  fome  days 
paft  had  been  entirely  free  from  clouds,  was  ob- 
ferved  to  be  greatly  diminiflied. 

1  fhall  conclude  our  tranfailions  in  Dufky  bay, 
by  noticing  the  few  aftronomical  and  nautical 
obfervations  that  were  made  in  Anchor  Ifland 
harbour. 

The  badnefs  of  the  weather  on  our  firft  arrival, 
and  the  fliort  time  I  purpofed  to  remain,  made 
me  conclude  that  the  eredlion  of  the  obfervatory 
on  lliore  would  be  to  little  purpofe.  The  lati¬ 
tude  oi  the  harbour  was  found  to  be  one  minute 
fouth  of  Captain  Cook's  calculation,  or  45°  45' 
30^^  His  determination  is,  however,  moft  likely 
to  be  corredl,  as  mine  was  deduced  from  one 
day’s  obfervation  only,  with  an  artificial  horizon  ; 
and,  having  agreed  fo  nearly,  any  further  invef- 
tigation  I  deemed  unnecefiTary. 

The  mean  refult  of  ten  fets  of  altitudes  taken 
between  the  Qth  and  lOth  of  November,  for  af- 
certainlng  the  longitude  of  the  chronometer,  and 
to  form  fome  judgment  as  to  its  rate  of  going, 
were  as  follows,  viz. 

By  the  Portfmouth  rate  it  placed 
Anchor  Ifland  harbour  in  longitude  100°  42'  2-3" 

By  the  Cape  rate  107°  55'  12'' 

N  4  Bv 
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By KingGeorge  theThird’s  Sound 
rate  —  —  ..  —  1(37°  .  7^  4o'^ 

The  true  longitude  as  affigned  to 
that  place  by  Captain  Coot  166°  15'  5-C 

Makes  the  Portfmouth  rate  eaft 
of  the  truth  < —  .  • —  26'  2q^ 

Cape  rate  ditto  —  w  ,  ^  1°  3q' 

KingGeorge  the  Third’s  Sound  ditto  5l'  4&^ 

Mr.  Arnold’s  watch  on  board  the 
Chatham  gave  the  longitude  of  Fa-  h 
cile  harbour,  according  to  the  Cape 
rate  —  — .*  —  165.^48^52^^ 

'  Efteeming  the  true  longitude  of  Anchor  liland 
harbour  to  be  1  660  15'  54^',  the  chronometer  was 
fail  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich  on  the  .16th  at 
noon  26^  34^^;  whence  it  appeared,  that"  it  had 
gone  nearly  at  mean  time  ’fince  leaving  King. 
George  the  Third’s  found,  and  that  its  having* 
differedifrom  Captain  Cook’s  affigned  longitude 
of  Van  Dieman’s  land  was  occafioned  by  its  not 
having  gained  at  the  rate  we  allowed,  and  of 
Gourfe  the  longitude  of  King  George  the  Third’s 
Sound  was  not  wrong.  By  the  refult  of  our  ob- 
fervations  here,  it  gained  on  an  average  about 
3"  per  day,  which  error  I  fhall  allow,  until  a  bet¬ 
ter  opportunity  of  afcertaining  its  rate  may  offer. 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  obferved 
on  ffiore  by  three  different  compaffes  in  1 8  fets 

of 
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of  azimuths,  varied  from  11*^  to  17°  26h  the 
mean  refult  of  which  was  14®  55'"  45^'  eaft  vari¬ 
ation.  The  vertical  inclination  of  the  fouth  point 
of  the  magnetic  needle  on  board  w^as  found  to 
be — 

Marked  end  North,  face  Ealt, 

Ditto  North,  face  Weft,  Og  8 

Ditto  South,  face  Eaft,  70  5 

Ditto  South,  face  Weft,  0(j  35 

Mean  inclination  of  the  fouth 

point  of  the  dipping  needle  Oq  43 
As  we  increafed  our  diftance  from  the  land, 
the  N.  W.  wind  increafed  alfo.  A  fvvell  at  this 
time  coming  very  heavily  from  the  S.  W.  made 
me  apprehenfive  the  wdnd  w^ould  ftiift  round,  and 
blow  hard  in  that  diredtion.  The  ftate  of  the 
mercury  in  the  barometer,  the  gloominefs  of  the 
weather,  and  every  other  appearance  of  the  even¬ 
ing,  indicated  more  w^ind  from  the  S.  W.  than 

would  be  pieafant  to  be  caught  In  on  this  dreary 

* 

coaft  :  wc  therefore  fteered  fouth,  under  as  much 
fail  as  we  could  carrj^,  and  made  the  neceifaiy 
fignals  to  the  Chatham  for  the  like  purpofe.  Our 
lofty  canvafs  was,  however,  fpread  a  very  fhort 
time  before  it  blew"  fo  hard  a  gale,  that  we  Vv^ere 
under  the  necefiity  of  clofe  reefing  the  topfails, 
getting  down  the  top-gallant  yards,  and  ftriking 
the  mafts.  The  night  was  extremely  dark ; 
which,  by  ten,  prevented  our  feeing  the  Chat¬ 
ham, 
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i^am.  The  wind  was  now  at  N.  N.  W.  very  hap- 
pily  not  on  the  fliorc^  as  by  three  in  the  morning 
ofWcdnefday  the  23d  its  incrcafcd  violence  o-b- 
liged  us  to  furl  the  topfails.  At  this  moment  we 
were  alarmed  by  finding  fix  feet  water  in  the 
hold,  which  the  fiiip  felt  exccffively,  labouring 
much  by  being  preffed  down  for 'ward  with  that 
weight  of  water.  This  very  unpleafant  circum- 
ftance  obliged  us  to  feud  direclly  before  the  w'ind 
and  fea,  for  the  purpofe  of  freeing  the  fliip ; 
when,  by  receiving  much  water  in  the  wafte, 


the  cafks  of  beer  and  water  flowed  upon  deck, 
broke  from  their  fecurities  and  were  flove  to 
pieces.  The  caufl  of  fo  much  water  in  the  hold, 
at  firft  a  matter  of  great  furprizc,  was  foon  ac¬ 
counted  for.  The  hand  pumps  had  been,  and 
were  ftill,  choaked  ;  which  induced  the  carpen¬ 
ter  to  believe,  that  bccaufe  they  difeharged  no 
water  there  was  none  in  the  Ihip.  This,  in  all 
probability  had  governed  his  examination  all  the 
latter  part  of  the  time  wc  iiad  been  in  port,  and 
produced  an  accumulation  that  might  have  been 
attended  witli  the  mofl  ferious  confcquenccs,  had 
not  one  of  the  quarter- maflers  heard  in  the  tier, 
the  water  rufhinft  about  in  the  hold.  The  hand 
pumps  were  foon  in  order  ;  and,  to  relieve  tlic 
ihip  as  foon  as-  pofliblc,  the  crofs  piece  of  the 
bits  was  unihipped,  the  launch  got  forward,  and 
with  the  chain  numns  the  vcflel  l)v  feven  o’clock 
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was  made  perfedllj  dry.  The  gale  had  now  in- 
creafed  to  a  moft  furious  ftorm,  nearly  equal  to 
that  we  had  experienced  in  Dufky  bay.  The 
torrents  of  rain  which  fell,  mixing  with  the  fea 
raifed  by  the  violent  flurries  of  the  wind,  kept  us 
fo  much  in  darknefs  that  we  could  not  perceive 
any  thing  at  the  dlftance  of  an  hundred  yards  in 
any  diredilon ;  nor  were  \ve  able  to  refume  our 
fouthw^ardly  courfe ;  the  wind  and  fea  obliging 
us  to  fleer  S.  S.  E.  or  right  before  the  ftorm.  Wc 
had  not  feen  the  Chatham  fince  eleven  o’clock 
the  preceding  evening,  but  concluding  flie  would 
fland  on  if  able  to  purfue  a  fouthvvardly  courfe,  I 
did  not  wifh  to  bring  to  for  her ;  particularly,  as 
the  wind  was  fuch  as  would  foon  fet  us  clear  of 
the  coafl  of  New  Zealand,  which  w  as  doubtlefs 
a  very  defirable  objedl. 

.Towards  nine  in  the  forenoon  of  Thurfday 
the  24th  the  florm  began  to  abate  ;  at  ten  the 
wind  veered  round  to  the  W.  S.  W.;  the  rain 
ceafed,  and  the  atmofphere  became  clear,  but  the 
Chatham  was  not  to  be  dlfcovered  in  any  direc¬ 
tion.  There  was,  however,  great  probability  of 
her  being  to  windvv^ard  ;  and  as  I  was  fllll  appre- 
henfive  of  a  S.  W,  gale  before  we  fhould  be  clear 

I 

of  this  coafl,  I  determined  to  lofe  no  time  in 
getting  far  enough  to  the  fouthward  to  enable 
us  to  fail  round  the  land  and  the  Traps  with  fuch 
a  wind.  As  Matavai  bav  in  Otaheite  was  the 

next 


204  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERT  [nOV. 

next  appointed  rendezvous,  I  concluded  Mr. 
Broughton  would  do  the  fame,  and  make  the 
beft  of  his  way  with  the  Chatham  to  that  port. 
The  mainfiil  and  clofe- reefed  tonfails  ( all  the 

J  V 

fail  the  fhip  would  bear)  were  now  fet,  and  keep¬ 
ing  the  wind  on  the  beam,  we  fteered  S.  S.  E.; 
when  about  eleven  o’clock,  to  our  great  aftonifli- 
ment,  land  was  dlfcovcred,  bearing  call:  four  or 
five  leagues  diftant.  We  knew  of  no  land  nearer 
than  the  fouth  cape  of  ^^ew  Zealand  ;  and,  by 
the  courfes  we  had  ileered  there  was  fcarcelv  a 
poflibility  of  our  being  within  lefs  than  18  or  20 
leagues  of  the  Cape  :  but  being  flattered  with  the 
profpedl  of  a  meridional  obfervation  for  the  lati¬ 
tude,  our  dccifion  was  poftponed  until  that  fhquld 
be  afeertained.  Noon  brou2;ht  us  nearer  the 
land,  which  by  compafs  bore  from  N.  E.  by  E. 
to  E.N.E.  at  the  dlltancc  of  three  or  four  leagues 
only.  By  a  tolerably  good  obfervation  in  lati¬ 
tude  48'’  5'  it  was  clearly  proved,  that  this  land 
Gould  not,  from  its  fituatlon,  be  any  part  of  New 
Zealand,  as  it  was  nearly  three  fourths  of  a  de¬ 
gree  to  the  fouth  ward  of  the  moft  fouthern  pro- 
jTioutorv  of  that  country.  Our  longitude  by  the 
chronometer,  was  at  this  time  165^4^;  which 
fitiiation  was  18'  more  ibuth,  and  13^  more  eafl:, 
than  the  log  gave.  The  weather,  though  very 
hazy,  being  fornething  clearer  than  before  noon, 
wc  beheld^  as  wc  palled  this  land  at  the  diftance 
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of  two  or  three  leagues,  the  fea  breaking  upon  its 
fliores  with  great  violence,  and  difcovered  it  to 
be  compoled  of  a  duller  of  feven  craggy  illands, 
extending  about  fix  miles  in  a  direction  N.  70  E. 
and  S.  70  W.  They  appeared  dellitute  of  ver¬ 
dure,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  they  never 
produce  any.  The  larged,  which  is  the  north- 
eafternmoft,  I  fliould  fuppofe  to  be  in  extent 
equal  to  all  the  reft;  it  is  about  three  leagues  in 
circuit,  fufiiciently  elevated  to  be  feen  in  clear 
weather  eight  or  nine  leagues  off,  and  is  lituated 
in  latitude  48”  S'',  longitude  20^  The  lati¬ 
tude  was  afcertairied  by  three  fextants  which 
nearly  agreed  ;  and  the  longitude  reduced  by 
the  chronometer  from  Dudcy  bay,  by  three  fets 
of  altitudes  in  the  afternoon  ;  viz.  one  fet  before 
we  palTed  its  meridian  ;  another  under  it ;  the 
third  after  we  had  paffed  it.  As  thefe  feverally 
correfponded  within  a  mere  tnfle,  when  reduced 
to  the  fame  point,  I  iliould  prefume  that  the  lon¬ 
gitude  above  itated  is  not  likely  to  be  materially 
incorrect.  It  was  matter  of  fom.e  furpiize  how^ 
thefe  illands  could  have  efcaped  the  attention  of 
Caotain  Cook  :  but  on  laving:  them  dowm  in  his 
chart  of  New^  Zealand,  I  found  his  tracks  had 
not  at  any  time  reached  within  at  leaft  ten  leagues 
of  them.  From  the  fouth  cape  they  bear  S.  40 
W-  19  leagues,  and  from  the  fouthernmoll  part 
of  the  Traps  S.  021  W.  20  leagues  dillant.  Thefe 

illands,^ 
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iilands,  or  rather  rocks,  for  they  appeared  per- 

fedly  fteril,  I  have  named,  on  account  of  their 

•/ 

fituation,  and  the  fort  of  weather  there  is  great 
rcafon  to  cxpedl  in  their  vicinity,  The  Snares  ; 
as  being  very  likely  to  draw  the  unguarded  ma¬ 
riner  into  alarming  difficulties.  At  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  the  Snares  bore  by  compafs  N, 
30  W.  five  or  fix  leagues  diftant.  At  day-light 
the  next  morning,  Friday  the  25  th,  we  hauled  to 
the  N.  E.  By  noon,  the  gale  had  fufficiently  mo¬ 
derated  to  admit  the  fpreading  of  all  our  canvafs  ; 
at  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  48^  18^  lon¬ 
gitude  169°  33'.  I  cannot  avoid  here  mention¬ 
ing  the  concern  I  felt  in  beholding  the  lafi;  of 
our  ffieep  thrown  overboard ;  the  race  of  ani¬ 
mals  of  the  brute  creation  on  board  the  Dlfco- 
very,  had  certainly  been  very  ill  fated ;  out  of 
thirty  fheep  taken  on  board  at  Portfmouth,  no 
more  than  two  came  to  the  table,  the  reft  died 
before  we  reached  the  equator;  nor  were  we 
much  more  fortunate  in  the  like  number  of  we¬ 
thers  received  at  the  Cape  ;  two  thirds  of  theft, 
with  ftven  ewes  and  fix  rams,  intended  as  pre- 
ftnts  to  our  friends  in  the  South  Sea  iflands,  were 
at  this  time  dead  ;  notwithftandlng  they  were  all 
taken  on  board  in  exceedingly  high  condition, 
and  had  neither  wanted  care,  plenty  of  whole- 
fome  food,  nor  eood  lod^ins:. 

With  a  pleafant  favorable  gale ;  fometlmes  in 

the 
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the  N.  VV.  but  chiefly  from  the  S.  W.  quarter, 
and  with  tolerablv  fine  weather,  we  Hood  to  the 
E.  IN.  E.;  and  made  fuch  progrefs,  that  by  noon 
on  the  8th  of  December  we  had  reached  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  S/""  longitude  207°  The  wdnd 

veered  round  to  the  north  with  a  moderate 
breeze,  attended  by  dark  gloomy  weather  and 
fome  rain.  On  Saturday  the  10th)Vv^e  were  fur- 
rounded  by  a  very  thick  fog,  which,  wdth  much 
rain  at  intervals,  continued  until  Tuefday  the 
3  Sth;  when  havins:  a  fine  breeze  at  S.  S.  W.  the 
fog  cleared  aw^ay,  but  it  fcill  remained  very  cloudy. 
W e  w^ere  however  enabled  to  afcertaln  our  fitua- 
tion  for  the  firft  time  fince  the  8th,  to  be  in  lati¬ 
tude  3G^  13^  longitude  214°  33',  varying  fince 
that  day  5  3^  more  to  the  north,  and  28^  more  to 
the  eafi:,  than  w^as  iliewn  by  the  log.  We  fiiood 
to  the  north,  under  all  the  fail  wx  could  fpread, 
but  w’ere  not  fuffered  long  to  purfue  this  courfe. 
In  the  latitude  of  31°  43',  longitude  214°  11',  at 
jioori  on  "I'hurfday  the  3  5th  the  wind  veered 
round,  and  fettled  ^between  the  N.  E.  and  N. 
N.  E.  obliging  us  ply  with  a  moderate  breeze  to 
the  northward ;  in  doing  which  fo  little  w^as 
gained,  that  on  Saturday  the  1  /th  wx  had  only 
reached  the  latitude  of  3  S',  longitude  21  4^34'. 

The  wind  now  blew’ a  frefli  gale  from  the  north, 
the  topfails  wxrc  reeled,  the  weather  w^as  very 
dark,  gloomy,  and  exceflively  fultry,  wdth  con¬ 
tinued 
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tinued  lightning  and  thunder  at  fome  dlftance^^ 
until  the  morning,  w^hen  the  wind  died  away, 
and  in  its  ftead,  extremely  vivid  forked  lightning, 
with  Inceffant  peals  of  thunder,  accompanied  by 
torrents  of*  rain,  attended  us,  without  Intermlf- 
fion,  until  noon  of  Sunday  the  18th.  The  thun» 
dcF  and  lightning  then  ceafed,  but  the  rain  ftill 
continued  ;  and,  contrary  to  our  expedtation, 
the  wind  refumed  Its  N.  N.  E.  direction,  and 
blew  fo  hard  as  to  make  the  ftrlking  our  top¬ 
gallant  yards  neceiTary.  A  remarkably  fmooth 
fea,  with  heavy,  damp,  clofe,  cloudy  weather, 
and  little  alteration  in  the  wdiid,  attended  us  until 
Tuefday  the  20th;  it  then  moderated,  and  the 
top-gallant  falls  were  fpread. 

Since  the  l/th  we  had  not  obtained  any  cor¬ 
rect  obfervations  ;  but,  by  our  reckoning,  the  la¬ 
titude  at  noon  was  30^  1  7b  longitude  215^^  22b 
Althoua;h  the  wind  from  the  north  and  N.  N.  E, 
wns  attended  with  fudden  and  violent  flurries, 
yet  the  fea  continued  fmooth,  vv^hlch  indicated, 
that  land,  probably  of  fome  extent,  exifted  not 
very  far  dlftant  in  that  direcllon.  After  noon, 
we  flood  to  the  eaflward  about  four  leagues  : 
w^hen,  fuddenly,  a  very  heavy  f  well  was  met  from 
N.  N.  E.  which  vras  foon  followed  by  fuch  an 
increafe  of  wind  from  that  quarter,  as  reduced 
us  to  our  clofe- reefed  topfails.  This  gale,  wTich 
proved  the  breaking  up  of  the  northerly  wind, 

wa^ 
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\vas  of  lliort  duration :  in  the  evening  it  mode¬ 
rated,  and  veered  round  by  the  eaft  to  the  S.  S. 
W.  We  made  all  fail  to  the  north  by  weft ; 
but  it  was  not  until  the  wind  became  a  very  frefh 
breeze,  that  we  were  enabled  to  fteer  that  courfe 
againft  the  northerly  fwell,  which  drove  the  ftiip 
aftern.  This  evening  there  were  feveral  fmall 
white  tern  hovering  about  the  fhip,  feemingly 
with  great  inclination  to  alight  on  board.  On 
the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  21ft,  the  head 
fea  had  for  the  moft  part  fubfided,  and  the  wind 
feemed  to  have  fettled  in  the  fouthern  quarter : 
and  blowing  a  gentle  breeze  with  very  pleafant 
weather,  enabled  me  to  obtain  ftx  fets  of  lunalr 
diftances,  w^hofe  mean  refult  reduced  to  noon 
gave  the  longitude  215^22''  4.5”,  The  chrono¬ 
meter,  by  the  laft  rate  fhewed  2\5^  l6'  45”,  the 
latitude  was  29°  15^;  which  w^as,  at  this  time, 
^  further  north  than  we  expelled. 

We  continued  our  route  to  the  northward  ; 
which,  with  a  gentle  gale  at  S.  S.  E.  and  plea¬ 
fant  weather,  brought  us,  by  day-lighton  Thurf- 
day  the  22d,  in  fight  of  land,  bearing  by  compafs 
N.  E.  i  N  .•  At  firft  it  appeared  like  three  fmall 
high  iflands,  the  eafternmoft  much  refembling  a 
veffel  under  fail.  This  land  being  at  a  confder- 
able  diftance  from  the  tracks  of  former  navigators, 

I  fteered  for  it.  In  order  to  be  fatisfied  of  its  ex¬ 
tent,  prpdudions,  and  other  circumftances  wor- 
L  O  thy 
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thy  obfervation.  In  the  forenoon,  eight  fets  of 
lunar  diftances  were  obtained  :  which,  as  before, 
nearly  correfponding  with  each  other,  gave,  by 
their  mean  refalt,  when  reduced  to  noon,  215^ 
42''  40^^,  thefe,  with  thofe  taken  the  preceding 
day,  comprehending  14  fets  of  diftances,  gave 
215°  3iy,  The  latitude,  by  feveral  fextants,  waS' 
determined  to  be  27^  5V, 

Since  feeing  the  land  in  the  mornings  we' 
had  run  eleven  leagues ;  and  had  approached  it 
fufticiently  near  to  perceive,  that  all  we  had  at 
firft  feen  was  united.  It  now  bore,  by  compafs, 
from  N.  29  E.  to  N.  43  E.  about  five  leagues 
diftant,  with  a  fmall  ifland  lying  off  its  eaftern 
fide  N.  45  E.  » 

Afiifted  by  a  gentle  S.  E.  gale,  with  fine  plea- 
fant  weather,  at  three  in  the  afternoon  we  were 
within  about  a  league  of  the  fliore ;  yet  no  bot¬ 
tom  w^as  to  be  gained  at  the  depth  of  180  fa¬ 
thoms.  Several  canoes  came  off  to  the  fhip,  and 
all  means  were  ufed  to  invite  them  on  boards 
They  declined  our  entreaties,  but  feemed  very 
folicitous  that  we  Ihould  accept  their  Invitations 
to  land  :  which  they  fignified  by  waving  their 
paddles  towards  the  coaft,  and  by  defiring  us,  in 
the  language  of  the  Great  South-Sea  nation,  to 
go  nearer  to  the  ihore.  We  bore  away  with  that 
intent,  but  foon  again  brought  to,  on  obferving 
that  two  or  three  canoes  w^ere  paddling  in  great 

liafte 
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liafte  towards  the  fliip.  After  fome  perfuafion> 
four  men  in  one  of  the  canoes  came  near  enough 
j  to  receive  fome  prefents,  which  feemed  to  pleafe 
them  exceedingly;  and  though  their  countrymen 
’  appeared  to  rebuke  them  for  their  rafhnefs,  the 
example  was  fhortly  followed  by  feveral  others. 
It  w^as  not,  however,  without  fliewing  every  de- 
monftration  of  friendfhip,  that  any  could  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  come  on  board,  until  at  length, 
the  man  who  had  brought  about  this  intercourfe 
,  feenled  determined  to  eftablilh  it,  by  complying 
with  our  defires.  On  his  entering  the  fhip,  he 
trembled  and  was  much  agitated  ;  apprehenfion, 

•  ailonilhment,  and  admiration,  equally  appearing 
at  the  fame  inflant ;  and  though,  on  his  being 
^  made  Vvelcome  after  the  ufual  fafhion,  and  pre- 
fented  with  a  fmall  iron  adz,  his  countenance 
'  became  more  ferene  and  cheerful,  yet  he  ftill  ap- 
\  peared  in  a  ftate  of  great  anxiety.  He  foon  com- 
[  municated  his  reception  and  treatment  to  his  fur- 
j  rounding  countrymen ;  and  we  fhortly  had  as 
j  many  vifitors  as  it  was  pleafant  to  entertain. 

They  all  feemed  perfeclly  well  acquainted  with 
[  the  ufes  to  which  they  could  apply  iron,  and  how' 
to  eftimate  its  value  amongft  themfelves ;  as  alfo 
the  manner  in  wdiich  it  was  regarded  by  Euro^ 
i  peans.  They  made  no  fcruple,  even  wdth  fome 
force,  to  take  articles  of  iron  out  of  our  hands ; 
.  '  and,  in  lieu  of  them,  w  ith  great  courtciy  and  ad- 
1  O  2  drefs 
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drefs  prefented,  in  return,  fome  few  fifh,  fifhing- 
hooks,  lines,  and  other  trifles,  which  they  feemed 
.to  willi  fhould  be  accepted  as  prefents,  and  not 
received  in  exchange.  Looking-glaffes,  beads, 
and  other  trinkets  of  little  importance,  at  firft 
attracted  their  attention,  and  were  gladly  accept¬ 
ed  ;  but  no  fooner  did  they  difcover  that  articles 
made  of  iron  were  common  amongft  us,  than 
they  refufed  all  other  prefents,  and  wanted  to- 
barter  every  other  gift  for  iron.  I  could  not 
prevail  on  any  of  them  to  accept  a  few  medals. 

Their  vlfit  feemed  prompted  only  by  curiofity,. 
as  they  were  completely  unarmed,  and  brought 
wdth  them  (except  the  few  hfh,  &c.)  neither  ar¬ 
ticles  of  food,  nor  manufaflure.  A  few^  fpears,  and 
a  club  or  two,  w'ere  feen  in  one  or  two  of  the  ca¬ 
noes  only ;  two  or  three'  indifferent  flings  for' 
ftones  were  alfo  noticed  ;  with  which  they  parted 
without  the  leaft  reluctance. 

We  lay  to  until  five  o’clock  in  the  hope  of 
©btalning  the  name  of  this  ifland,  or  of  any  other 
which  might  exifl:  in  its  neighbourhood.  Thefe 
people  wxre  evidently  of  the  Great  South- Sea 
nation  fpeaking,  wdth  fbme  little  difference  of 
dialect,  the  fame  language ;  and  refembling  the 
Friendly  iflanders,  more  than  the  inhabitants  of 
any  other  country.  On  this  occafion,  Tozvereroo^ 
the  Sandwich  iflander  was  of  little  affiftance  ;r 
having  been  taken  at  an  early  period  from  home^ 

and; 
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and  having  been  long  abfent,  he  had  fo  much  for¬ 
gotten  his  mother  tongue,  as  to  be  fcarcely  able 
to  underiband  the  language  of  thefe  people  better 
than  ourfelves.  Two  or  three  of  them  remained 
on  board  nearly  an  hour ;  but  fo  unfixed  and  un- 
fteady  was  their  attention,  which  wandered  from 
objedb  to  objecl,  that  it  was  xmpoffible  to  gain 
from  them  any  information.  Their  anfwers  to 
almoii  every  queftion  were  in  the  afErmative ; 
and  our  enquiries  a-s  to  the  name  of  their  ifland., 
&c.  were  continually  interrupted  by  inceffant  in¬ 
vitations  to  go  on  fliore.  At  length,  I  had  reafon 
to  belie  ve  the  name  of  the  ifland  was  Oparo;  and 
that  of  their  chief  Korle.  Although  I  could  not 
politively  determine  that  thefe  names  were  cor- 
reftly  afeertained,  yet  as  there  was  a  probability 
of  their  being  fo,  1  dlibinguiilied  the  ifland  by 
the  name  of  Oparo,  until  it  might  be  found 
more  properly  entitled  to  another.  By  fix  in  the 
evening,  we  had  nearly  feen  round  the  ifland,, 
which  is  of  little  extent ;  and  not  chooflng  to 
iofe  the  advantage  of  a  fine  fouthwardly  w^ind, 
wc  proceeded  to  the  N.  N*  W*  under  all  the  fail 
we  could  fpread,. 

As  it  w  as  not  my  intention  to  flop  at  Oparo, 
no  delay  was  occafloned  by  exaniining  for  an¬ 
chorage,  vvhich  probably  may  be  found  on  both 
fides  of  its  N.  W.  point.  To  the  fouthward  of 
that  point  is  a  fmall  bay  wdth  a  flony  beach, 
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through  which  there  V'as  the  appearance  of  a 
confiderable  ftream  of  water  falling  Into  the  fea,  § 

^  if 

The  fliores  In  moft  parts  were  fo  perfectly  fmooth^,  | 
that  landing  might  have  been  effefted  without  | 
the  leaft  difficulty.  Round  to  the  north  of  that  | 
point  is  another  fmall  bay,  in  which  are  a  fmall  t 
iflet  and  fome  rocks ;  behind  thefe,  the  fhore  | 
may  be  approached  with  great  eafe  at  any  time, 
Indeed,  there  was  not  any  part  of  the  iiland  which 
appeared  to  have  been  afted  upon  by  heavy  vlo-  | 
lent  furfs,  as  the  verdure  in  many  places  reached  | 
to  the  water’s  edge.  The  fouth  extremity  of  the  ^ 

ifland  appeared  in  fbme  points  of , view  to  form  a  | 

•  '  .  •  •  '  'i' 

right  angle,  without  the  leaft  interruption  in  the  | 

fides ;  about  half  a  mile  to  the  fouth-eaft  is  a 
fmall  detached  iflet ;  the  fliores  are  interfperfed 
w'ith  fandy  beaches  ;  its  greateft  extent,  which  is 
in  a  N.ISW.  and  S.  18  E.  diredlion,  is  about  fix 
miles  and  a  half,  and  it  may  poffibly  be  about 
eighteen  miles  in  circuit.  This  ifland  is  fituated 
in  the  latitude  of  27°  SC/;  and,  by  our  lunar  ob- 
fervations  of  the  two  preceding  days  reduced  to 
its  centre  by  the  chronometer,  is  in  longitude* 
215°  2S'’\  the  mean  of  the  variation  was  5° 

40''  caftwardiy. 

Its  principal  charafter  is  a  clufter  of  high 
craggy  mountains,  forming  in  feveral  places,  moft 
romantic  pinnacles,  with  perpendicular  clifik  | 

*  Vide  Agronomical  obfervations  at  Otaheite. 

nearly  ^ 
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nearly  from  their  fummits  to  the  fea ;  the  vacan¬ 
cies  between  the  mountains  would  more  probably 
be  termed  chafms  tlian  vallies,  in  which  there 
was  no  great  appearance  of  plenty,  fertility  or 
cultivation;  they  were  chiefly  clothed  with  fhrubs 
and  dwarf  trees.  Neither  the  plantation,  nor  other 

produflions  common  to 
the  inhabited  tropical  iflands,  prefented  them- 
felves.  The  tops  of  fix  of  the  higheft  hills  bore 
the  appearance  of  fortified  places^  refembling  re¬ 
doubts;  having  a  fort  of  block  houfe.  In  the  fhape 
of  an  Eng'liih  glafs  houfe,  in  the  centre  of  each, 
with  rows  of  palllfadoes  a  coiifiderable  way 'down 
the  fides  of  the  hills,  nearly  at  equal  diftanccs. 
Thcfe,  ov^erli angina:,  feemed  intended  for  ad- 
vanced  works,  and  apparently  capable  of  defend¬ 
ing  the  ci.tariel  by  a  feyv  agalnli  a  numerous  hoft 
of  aflailants.  On  all  of  them  wc  noticed  people, 
as  if  on  duty,  conftantly  moving  about.  What 
■we  confidered  as  block  houfes,  from  their  great 
fimilarlty  in  appearance  to  that  fort  of  budding, 
were  fufficlently  large  to  lodge  a  confidcrable 
number  of  perfons,  and  wxrc  the  only  habitations 
w’c  favv.  Yet  from  the  number  of  canoes  that  in 
fo  Odort  a  time  aficmbled  around  us,  it  is  natural 
to  conclude  that  the  inhabitants  are  verv  fre- 
■(juently  afloat,  and  to  infer  from  this  eirciiiii- 
fiance  that  the  fliores,  and  not  thofe  fortified 
hills  which  appeared  to  be  in  the  center  of  the 

P  i  iflan4 
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ifland,  would  be  preferred  for  their  general  refi- 
dence.  We  faw  about  thirty  double  and  Angle 
canoes,  though  moft  of  them  were  of  the  double 
fort :  the  Angle  canoes  were  fupported  by  an 
outrigger  on  one  Ade,  and  all  built  much  after 
the  fafhidnof  the  Society  lAands,  without  having 
their  very  high  fterns,  though  the  fterns  of  fome 
of  thefe  were  confiderably  elevated  ;  and  their 
bows  were  not  without  fome  little  ornament. 
They  were  very  neatly  conftrudted,  though  the 
narroweft  canoes  I  ever  faw.  When  it  is  con- 
Adered  that  the  builders  of  them  are  nearly  defti- 
tute  of  iron,  and  poATeAed  of  very  few  imple¬ 
ments  of  that  valuable  metal ;  and  when  the 
miferable  tools  they  have  generally  recourfe  to 
for  fuch  operations  are  regarded,  the  mind  is  Ailed 
with  admiration  at  their  ingenuity,  and  perfever- 
ing  induftry.  The  iAand  did  not  appear  to  afford 
any  large  timber  ;  the  broadeft  planks  of  which 
the  canoes  were  made,  not  exceeding  twelve 
inches,  conArmed  us  in  this  opinion,  as  they  were 
probably  cut  out  of  the  largeA:  trees.  Some  of 
the  ftouteft  double  canoes  accommodated  froni 
twenty-Ave  to  thirty  men,  of  whom,  on  a  mode¬ 
rate  computation,  three  .hundred  were  fuppofed 
to  haye  been  feen  near  the  fhip.  Thefe  were  all 
adults,  and  apparently  none  exceeding  a  middle- 
age  ;  fo  that  the  total  number  of  inhabitants  on 
the  iAand  can  hardly  be  eftimated  at  lefs  than 

Afteen 
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fifteen  hundred.  In  this  refpedl  it  mufl;  be  con- 
fidered  prolific,  notwithftanding  its  uncultivated 
appearance.  The  natives,  how^ever,  appeared  to 
be  exceedingly  well  fed,  of  middling  ftature,  ex¬ 
tremely  well  made  ;  and  in  general,  their  coun¬ 
tenances  were  open,  cheerful,  and  ftrongly  mark¬ 
ed  with  indications  of  hofpitality.  They  were  all, 
to  a  man,  very  ftlicitous  that  fome  of  us  fhould 
accompany  them  to  the  fliore  ;  and  thofe  who 
laft  quitted  the  fhip,  endeavoured  with  all  their 
powers  of  perfuafion,  and  fome  efforts  of  com- 
piilfion,  to  effedl  their  purpofe.  On  their  depar¬ 
ture  they  took  hold  of  the  hand  of  every  one  near 
them,  with  a  view  to  get  them  into  their  canoe. 
They  all  had  their  hair  cut  iliort ;  and,  excepting 
a  wreath  made  of  a  broad  long-leaved  green  plant, 
worn  by  fome  about  the  waifl,  they  were  intirely 
without  clothing.  Although  the  cuftom  of  ta- 
towing  prevails  fo  generally  with  all  the  iflanders 
of  this  ocean,  thefe  people  were  deftitute  of  any 
fuch  marks. 

Independent  of  the  protedlion  their  fortified 
retreats  may  afford,  it  did  not  appear  that  they 
w^ere  fubjedl  to  much  hoftllity,  as  fcarcely  any 
fears  from  wounds  or  other  marks  of  violence 
w^ere  obferved  on  their  bodies.  Their  elevated 
fortified  places  (for  certainly  they  had  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  being  fuch)  led  fome  of  us  to  con¬ 
jecture,  that  they  v/erc  frequently  annoyed  by 

troublefome 
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troublefomc  neighbours  from  fome  other  iflands 
not  far  diftant.  But,  as  the  canoes  we  faw  were 
not  even  furniflied  with  fails,  nor  had  any  ap¬ 
pearance  of  having  been  ever  equipped  for  an  ex¬ 
pedition  beyond  their  own  coaft,  it  may  reafon- 
ably  be  inferred,  that  they  were  not  accuftomed 
to  voyages  of  any  length.  Yet,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  the  fmall  extent  of  their  ifland  is 
taken  into  confideration,  it  is  hard  to  reconcile 
that  it  is  not  the  fear  of  foreign  enemies,  but  the 
apprehenfion  of  domeftic  infurreftion,  that  has 
induced  the  laborious  conftrudiion  of  their  forti¬ 
fied  retreats ;  and  as  to  the  S.  E.  of  this  ifland 
there  is  an  extenfive  fpaee  in  the  ocean  hitherto 
but  little  frequented ;  it  is  not  improbable  that 
fome  iflands  may  exift  there,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  may  occafionally  make  unfriendly  vifits  to 
thefe  people. 

Leaving  Oparo,  we  had  pleafant  weather  with 
a  gentle  breeze  from  the  S.  E.  At  eight  in  the 
morning  of  Friday  the  23d,  the  ifland  W'as  ftill 
vifible'  from  the  deck,  bearing  by  compafs  S.  S. 
E.  I  E.  at  the  diftance  of  18  leas^ues.  The  breeze 
between  E.  and  S.  E.  carried  us  rapidly  to  the 
N.  N.  W.  and  brought  us  on  the  evening  of  Sun- 
day  the  25th  into  the  vicinity  of  fome  low  iflands 
difcovered  by  Captain  Carteret,  and  named  the 
Duke  of  Gloucefter’s  iflands.  The  evening  was 
dark  and  gloomy,  and  not  choofing  to  pafs  the 

fpot 
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Ipot  affigned  to  them  in  the  night,  we  continued 
to  make  fhort  trips  under  our  top-fails,  until  day¬ 
light  ;  after  which  we  again  refumed  our  courfe. 
Our  latitude  at  noon  of  Monday  the  20th  was 
19°  5 8^  longitude  21 1""  4& ,  which  was  9' further 
fouth,  and  23^  further  weft,  than  was  fliewn  by 
the  log.  At  about  1^3  3'  to  the  weft  of  the  fit  na¬ 
tion  of  the  Duke  of  Glouceftef  s  ifiands  accord¬ 
ing  to  Captain  Carteret,  we  pafled  their  latitude, 
without  feeing  any  appearance  of  land.  Having 
now  a  freib  gale  at  eaft,  Vve  entertained  the  pleaf- 
ing  hope  of  reaching  Otaheite  the  next  day  ;  this 
flattering  profpedl  was  of  fhort  duration.  To¬ 
wards  the  evening,  the  wind  veered  to  the  N.  E. 
and  its  violence  obliged  us  to  clofe  reef  the  top- 
fails.  The  gale  was  attended  with  very  heavy 
fqualis,  and  a  torrent  of  rain  continued  almoft 
without  intermiffion  until  the  evening  of  Wed- 
nefday  the  28th,  wdien  it  ceafed,  and  the  wind 
flill  at  N.  E.  became  moderate.  By  ftanding  on 
to  the  N.  N.  W.  day-light  the  next  morning, 
Thurfday  the  29th,  prefented  us  with  a  view  of 
Matavai,  or  Ofnaburgh  ifland,  at  the  diftance  of 
feven  or  eight  leagues,  bearing  by  compafs  N.  E. 
by  E.  Our  courfe  was  immediately  fhaped  for 
Otaheite,  the  fouth  point  of  which  was  vifible  by 
eleven  o’clock,  bearing  by  compafs  S.  70  W.  eight 
or  nine  Jeagues  dlftant.  The  wind  coming  to  the 
porth  prevented  our  reaching  Matavai  bay,  and 

obliged 
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obliged  US  to  ply  to  windward  during  the  night. 
In  the  morning  of  Friday  the  30th,  with  a  gentle 
breeze  from  the  N.  E.  we  flood  for  Matavai 
under  all  the  fail  wc  could  fpread.  About  eight 
o’clock,  a  canoe  came  alongfide  with  two  pigs 
and  fome  vegetables  ;  a  prefent  from  a  fifler  of 
Otoo,  refiding  in  that  part  of  the  ifland  of  which 
■we  were  then  abreaft.  The  natives  informed 
me  that  we  had  been  cxpefted,  and  that  they  had 
been  looking  out  for  us  two  days,  in  confequence 
of  information  they  faid  they  had  received  from 
an  Englifli  veflel,  then  at  anchor  in  Matavai  bay; 
and  their  defcription  of  her  being  perfectly  intel¬ 
ligible,  I  did  not  hefitate  to  believe  it  was  the 
Chatham,  of  which  we  fhortly  experienced  the 
happinefs  of  being  convinced.  Mr.  Broughton 
foon  vifited  us,  and  brought  with  him  an  early 
and  acceptable  fupply  of  the  excellent  produdiions 
of  this  fertile  country.  About  ten,  wc  anchored 
in  Matavai  bay.  Our  mutual  gratulations  on 
meeting  were  extremely  heightened,  by  receiving 
and  communicating  the  happy  tidings,  that  every 
Individual  compofmg  the  fociety  of  each  veflel  was 
in  a  mofl  perfect  flate  of  ^health.  Mr.  Brough¬ 
ton  had,  fince  his  arrival,  received  repeated  marks 
of  frlendfhip  and  attention  from  the  good  people 
of  the  ifland.  Having  deemed  it  expedient  to 
eflablifli  the  following  regulations  on  board  the 
Difeovery,  I  delivered  a  copy  of  them  to  Mr. 

Broughton;, 
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Broughton,  and  direfted  that  the  rules  might  be 
ftri£tly  obferved  and  attended  to  on  board  the 
Chatham  ;  after  which,  Mr.  Broughton  prefented 
me  with  a  narrative  of  his  proceedings  during 
the  time  of  our  reparation. 

Rules  and  Orders  for  the  guidance  and  conduft 
of  all  perfons  in,  or  belonging  to  his  Alajefty’s 
floop  Difcovery  and  Chatham  tender ;  enjoined 
to  be  mofi:  ftrldlly  obferved  in  all  intercourfe 
with  the  natives  of  the  feveral  South- Sea 
’  iflands. 

The  principal,  and  indeed  foie  defign,  of  the 
Difcovery  and  Chatham  calling  at  the  iflands  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  being  to  acquire  fuch  refreflir 
ments  as  thofe  iflands  may  be  found  to  afford  ; 
and  as  thefe  refrefhments  are  to  be  purchafed 
with  articles  which  Europeans  efteeni  of  little 
value  ; — if  each  individual  be  permitted  to  make 
fuch  bargains  as  he  may  think  proper,  not  only 
the  value  of  thefe  articles  will  foon  be  reduced 
in  the  eftimation  of  the  Indians,  but,  until  a  pro¬ 
per  and  good  underftanding  be  eftabliflied  be- 
tween  the  natives  of  the  different  iflands,  and  our- 
felves,  it  may  fubjed:  us  to  fuch  difturbances  as 
may  be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confe- 
quences.  i  And  as  a  due  proportion  of  time  will 
be  allowed  before  the  vciTels  depart  from  anv 
ifland,  (clrcumftances  admitting  thereof)  for  the 

providing 
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providing  fuch  articles  of  curiofitv,  &c.  as  any 
perfbn  may  be  inclined  and  able  to  purchafe  : 

It  is,  firft,  ftridtly  enjoined^  that  no  officer,' 
feaman,  or  other  perfon,  in  fuch  commerce  with 
the  Indians,  do  give  fuch  articles  of  valuey  for  any 
article  of  curiofity,  as  may  tend  hereafter  to  de« 
preciate  the  value  of  iron,  beads,  &c.  &c. 

Secondly,  That  every  fair  means  be  ufed  to 
cultivate  a  friendfhip  with  the  different  Indians/ 
and  on  all  occafions  to  treat  them  with  every  de¬ 
gree  of  kindnefs  and  humanity* 

Thirdly,  As  proper  perfons  will  be  appointed 
by  the  refpedlive  commanders  to  trade  with  the 
natives,  lor  the  neceffary  provifions  and  refreffi- 
ments  ;  it  is  ftridlly  enjoined  that  no  officer,  fea- 
man,  or  other  perfon,  excepting  him  or  them  fo 
appointed,  do  on  any  pretence,  prefume  to  trade, 
or  offer  to  trade,  for  any  article  whatever,  until 
permiffion  ffiall  have  been  granted  for  fo  doing. 

Fourthly,  Every  perfon  emiployed  on  fhore,  on 
any  duty  whatever,  is  ftridlly  to  attend  to  the' 
fame  :  and  if  it  fhould  appear  that  by  negledi, 
any  of  the  arms,  working  tools,  boats  furniture, 
or  other  matters  com.mitted  to  the  charge  of  one 
or  more  perfons,  be  loib,  or  fuffered  to  be  ffolen, 
the  full  value  of  the  fame  will  be  charged  againft 
his,  or  their  wages,  and  he  or  they  will  likewile 
fuffer  fuch  other  pimiili men t, .  as  the  nature  of 
the' offence  may  deferve  ;  and  as  the  additional 
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pay,  and  the  emoluments  of  the  artificers,  ferving 
in  his  Majefty’s  navy,  is  for  their  encouragement? 
and  the  diligent  performance  of  their  duty  In 
their  refpedive  trades  or  occupations,  and  for 
providing  themfelves  with  the  requifite  working 
tools,  all  fuch  Implements  or  tools  belonging  to 
the  feveral  artificers  of  the  two  vefTels,  are  by 
their  refpecSive  owners  to  be  carefully  preferved, 
that  they  may  be  always  able  to  perform  the 
duties  of  their  refpedlive  departments ;  andftiould 
any  one  be  hardy  enough  to  fail  in  his  obedience 
to  this  order,  he  fliall  be  difrated  from  his  em¬ 
ployment  during  the  continuance  of  the  voyage, 
and  fufier'  fuch  other  punifiiment  as  the  crime 
may  defer ve. 

Laftly,  The  fame  penalty  will  be  infliiled  on 
every  perfon,  who  ihall  be  found  to  embezzle,  or 
be  concerned  in  embezzling,  or  offering  to  trade 
with,  any  part  of  the  fhips  or  boats  ftores,  furni¬ 
ture,  &c.  &c.  be  thefe  of  what  nature  foever. 

Given  on  board  his  Majefty’s  floop  Difco- 
very,  at  fea,  the  25  th  of  December,  1791. 

(Signed) 

GEORGE  VANCOUVER. 

( 


CHAPTER, 


224 


A  voyage  of  discovery  (^DECi 

/ 

«  JL. 

f 

CHAPTER  V., 

Mr.  Broughton  s  Narrative y  from  the  Time  of  his 
Separation,  to  his  being  joined  by  the  Dfcovery 
'at '  Otaheite ;  zvith  fome  Account  of  Chatham 
Iflandy  and  other  Iflands  difcovered  on  his  Paf~ 


The  wood  we  had  received  in  Facile  harbour;,- 
(on  Tuefday  the  22d  of  November)  with 
the'fpruce-beer  and  water  upon  deck^iad  brought 
the  veffel  fo  much  by  the  head^  that,  together 
with  the  high  fea  now  running,  obliged  us  to  de¬ 
viate  from  our  fouthwardly  courfe  and  keep  be¬ 
fore  the  ftorm,  v/lilch  raged  with  great  violence ; 
and  notwithftanding  every  precaution  a  wave 
ftruck  our  ftern,  about  fix  o’clock  on  V/ednefday 
morning,  wafhed  away  the  jolly  boat,  and  fat  us 
all  afloat  upon  deck.  Having,  about  nine,  run 
by  eftimation  to  the  fouth  of  the  Traps,,  to  pre¬ 
vent  our  fhipplng  fo  much  water,  I  brought  to^ 
under  a  reefed  tryfail,  and  fore  ftayfail.  By  noon, 
the  gale  had  confiderably  abated,  the  fea  fubfided, 
and  the  horizon  became  tolerably  clear ;  but  the 
Difeovery  was  not  to  be  feen  in  any  diredlion. 
After  di^ly  weighing  all  circumftances  fiiice  the 
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commencement  of  the  gale,  our  feparation  froni 
the  Difcovery  appeared  now  complete ;  and  the 
chance  of  our  meeting  again  until  our  arrival  at 
our  next  rendezvous  in  Otaheite,  feemed  little 
in  our  favor. 

About  'two  in  the  afternoon,  land  was  dlf- 

covered  from  the  deck,  appearing  like  a  high 

illandj  bearing  by  compafs  S.  S.  E.  three  or  four 
% 

leagues  diftant ;  about  an  hour  afterwards,  w^e 
had  fight  of  more  land  lying  to  the  fouthward 
and  detached  from  the  former  ;  our  utmoft  en¬ 
deavours  were  ufed  to  weather  this  land,  but 
finding  it  lmpra6llcable,  we  bore  up  for  a  paffage 
between  the  high  ifland  and  the  detached  land, 
which  was  found  to  be  compofed  of  a  dufter  ot 
fmall  iflets  and  rocks,  greater  in  extent  though 
about  the  height  of  the  Needles ;  their  tops  or 
ridges  are  much  broken ;  and  from  the  high 
ifland  bore  by  compafs  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  forming 
a  paffage  three  miles  wide ;  about  one  third  of 
the  paffage  over,  on  the  fouthern  fide,  lies  a 
fmall  black  rock  juft  above  water;  on  all  thefe 
rocks  and  iflets  the  fea  broke  with  great  violence. 
In  this  paffage  we^  had  a  confufed  irregular  fvvell, 
with  the  appearance  of  broken  water ;  large 
bunches  of  fea-weed  were  obferved,  and  the 
w^hole  furface  waas  covered  with  birds  of  a  blackifti 
colour.  The  N.  E.  part  of  the  ifland  in  the  even- 
Ing,  bore  by  compafs  north ;  the  S.  W*  part,  N. 
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W.  by  N.  ;  the  palTage  N.  W. ;  and  the  rocky 
iflets  from  N.  W.  by  W.  to  W.  by  N.  between 
tw'o  and  three  leagues  diftant :  in  this  fituation 
we  had  no  bottom  at  the  depth  of  Oo  and  80  fa¬ 
thoms.  Some  parts  of  the  idand  prefented  a 
very  barren  appearance,  not  unlike  the  S.  W. 
fide  of  Portland,  compofed  of  whitifh  rocky  cliffs. 
The  rocky  iflets  are  five  in  number,  fome  of 
which  wore  a  pyramidical  form.  On  account 
of  the  hazinefs  in  the  atmofphere,  the  north-eaft- 
ernmoft  part  of  the  ifland  was  feen  fo  very  indif- 
tinftly,  that  its  extent  could  not  be  afcertained. 
We  had  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  it  inhabited,  and 
its  defolate  appearance  made  that  very  impro- 
'  bable.  This  ifland,  in  honor  of  Captain  Knight 
of  the  navy,  I  named  Knight’s  Island.  Its 
fouth  point  lies  in  the  latitude  of  48°  15',  longi¬ 
tude  100^44'',  afcertained  by  the  watch  the  laff 
time  the  bearings  were  taken,  allowing  its  error 
to  be  30^  weft,  as  determined  at  Dulky  bay. 
Knight’s  ifland,  fo  far  as  we  could  fee  of  its  ex¬ 
tent,  and  the  rocky  iflets,  lie  in  the  direction  of 
N.  E.  by  E.  i  E.  and  S.  W.  by  W.  i  W.  allow¬ 
ing  a  point  and  a  half  variation  eaft :  they  extend 
about  four  leagues. 

In  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  24th,  with 
a  fine  weftwardly  gale,  we  altered  our  courfe  and 
made  all  fail  to  the  N.  E.  The  wind  which 
varied  in  point  of  force,  veered  gradually  round 
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by  the  north.  On  Saturday  the  26th  our  lati¬ 
tude  was  46^43',  longitude  173^  30^  In  the 
evening  the  wind  fliifted  fuddenly  to  the  S.  W* 
and  blew^  with  fuch  violence,  that  ftriking  our 
topgallant  mafts  and  yards  became  neceffary.  A 
remarkably  heavy  following  fea,  kept  the  vef- 
fel  conftantly  under  water  ;  but  the  gale  w^as  at¬ 
tended  wdth  clear  w^eather.  At  noon  on  Sunday 
the  27th  our  latitude  by  obfervation  was  45°  54^, 
longitude  by  account  1/6°  13^  The  gale  now 
moderated,  which  permitted  us  again  to  refume 
our  N.  E.  courfe,  with  a  fine  breeze  between 
weft  and  N.  W.  Early  in  the  morning  of  Mon¬ 
day  the  29th,  low  land  was  difcovered,  bearing 
by  compafs  from  N.  E.  to  E.  N.  E. ;  and  being 
then  in  40  fathoms  w^ater,  we  brought  to  until 
day-break.  About  four  o’clock  we  had  38  fa¬ 
thoms,  bottom  of  fand  and  broken  fhells,  wEen 
the  N.  W.  point  of  this  land,  which  is  low,  bore 
by  compafs  S.  7  E.  about  three  leagues  diftant,  and 
which,  after  the  man  who  fortunately  faw  it  from 
the  fore  yard,  I  named  Point  Alison  ;  a  re^ 
markably  rugged  rocky  mountain  that  obtained 
the  name  of  Mount  Patterson  S.  60  E.  ;  a 
fugar-loaf  hill  S.  84  E.  ;  and  the  extreme  point 
to  the  eaftw^ard,  which  formed  an  abrupt  cape, 
N.  75  E.  Two  iflands  N.  3  E.  to  N.  5  E.  two 
or  three  leagues  diftant.  The  interior  land  was 
of  a  moderate  height,  rifing  gradually,  and  form- 
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ing  fcveral  peaked  hills,  which  at  a  diftance  have 
the  appearance  of  iflands.  From  point  Alifon 
to  mount  Patterfon  the  fliore  is  low,  and  covered 
with  wood  ;  from  thence  to  the  above  cape  was 
a  continued  white  beach,  on  which  fome  fandy 
cliffs,  and  black  rocks  were  intcrfperfed,  appa¬ 
rently  detached  from  the  fhore.  To  the  eaftward 
of  thefe  rocks,  between  them  and  a  flat  projedt- 
ing  point,  the  land  feemed  to  form  a  bay  open 
to  the  w^eftward.  From  this  point  to  the  above 
cape,  a  diftance  of  about  two  miles,  the  cliffs 
are  covered  with  wood  and  coarfe  grafs.  Thele 
cliffs  are  of  moderate  height,  compofed  of  a  red- 
difli  clay,  mixed  with,  black  rocks.  Several  large 
black  rocks  He  off  point  Alifon,  and  the  cape,  ex¬ 
tending  to  a  little  diftance  ;  and  as  we  paffed 
wdthin  about  half  a  mile  of  the  fliore,  the  depth 
of  water  was  14  tathoms,  broken  fliells,  and  fandy 
bottom.  This  cape  forms  a  confplcuous  head¬ 
land,  and  is  the  northernmoft  part  of  the  ifland  ; 
I  called  it  Cape  Young  ;  it  lies  in  latitude  4  3® 
48',  longitude  183^2'.  The  above  two  iflands 
lie  very  near  each  other  ;  to  the  eaftward  of  them 
lies^a  fmall  rock,  apparently  connected,  though 
at  no  great  diftance,  by  a  reef ;  another  rock 
fomewhat  larger  is  fituated  between  them.  They 
are  of  no  great  height;  flat  top  with  perpendi¬ 
cular  fides,  compofed  intirely  of  rocks,  and  much 
frequented  by  birds  of  different  kinds.  Thefe, 
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which  from  their  rcfcmblancc  to  each  other,  I 
called  dhi  p:  d'wo  Sisters,  arc  in  latitude  4  3'^  4 IS 
longitude  182''^  4(y ;  and  bear,  by  compafs,  from 
Cape  Yf)ung  N.  30  W.  four  leagues  diftant.  We 
fleered  from  cape  Young  E.  by  N.  keeping  be¬ 
tween  two  and  three  miles  from  the  coaft,  with 
regular  foundings  from  25  to  22  fathoms.  The 
fliore  is  a  continued  white  fandy  beach,  on  which 
the  furf  ran  very  liigh.  Some  high  land,  rlfing 
gradually  from  the  beach  and  covered  with  wood, 
extends  about  four  miles  to  the  eafeward  of  the 
cape.  After  paffing  this  land,  we  opened  the 
fcvcral  hills  over  the  low  land  we  had  feen  in 
the  morning,  and  could  difeern  that  many  of 
them  were  covered  like  our  heaths  in  England, 
but  deftitutc  of  trees.  The  woods  in  fomc  fpots 
had  the  appearance  of  being  cleared,  and  in  fc¬ 
vcral  places  between  the  hills  fmokc  was  obferved. 
1.110  beach  is  interrupted  at  unccpaal  diftanccs  by 
l^rojeding  rocky  points  covered  v/lth  wajod.  Over 
the  banks  of  fand  wxrc  feen  a  range  of  retired 
hills  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  in  the  direction 
of  the  coaft.  After  failing  about  10  leagues,  Vvx 
came  abreaft  of  a  fmall  fandy  bay.  Water  was 
feen  over  the  beach,  and  the  country  had  the 
appearance  of  being  very  ]>Icafant.  With  our 
glafles  we  perceived  fomc  people  hauling  up  a 
canoe,  and  feveral  others  behind  the  rocks  in  the 
bay.  Fearful  that  fo  good  an  opportunity  might 
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not  occur  for  acquiring  fome  knowledge  of  the 
inhabitants,  I  worked  up  into  the  bay,  which  we 
had  paffed  before  the  natives  were  difcovered. 
We  came  to  an  anchor  about  a  mile  from  the 
fliore  in  20  fathom  water,  fandy  and  rocky  bot¬ 
tom.  The  eaftern  point  by  compafs  bore  N.  7B 
E. ;  cape  Young  W.  ]  2  S. ;  the  larboard  point 
of  the  bay  S.  E. ;  the  eaftern  point  from  our  an¬ 
chorage  proved  to  be  the  termination  of  the 
ifland,  to  which  I  gave  the  name  of  Point  Mun- 

NtNGS. 

Accom.panied  by  Mr.  Johnfton  the  mafter, 
and  one  of  the  mates,  we  proceeded  towards  the 
fhore  in  the  cutter.  The  rocks  project  a  little  at 
each  extremity  of  the  bay  ;  within  them  we  found 
fmooth  water,  and  landed  upon  the  rocks  on  the 
ftarboard  fhore,  where  we  had  firft  perceived  the 
inhabitants  ;  who  were,  at  this  time,  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide,  but  feeing  us  examining  their  canoes, 
they  haitily  ran  round  the  bay  ;  on  which  w'e  re¬ 
tired  to  the  boat,  to  wait  their  arrival.  As  they 
approached  they  made  much  noife,  and  having 
foon  joined  us,  we  entered  into  a  converfation  by 
figns,  geftures,  and  fpeech,  without  underftand- 
ing  what  each  other  meant.  We  prefented  them 
with  feveral  articles,  which  they  received  with 
great  eagernels,  and  feemed  pleafed  with  what¬ 
ever  was  given  them;  but  would  make  no  ex-^ 
changes.  Yet  as  we  had  reafon  to  believe  they 
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were  very  folicitous  that  we  fliould  land,  Mr, 
Sheriff,  leaving  his  arms  in  the  boat,  went  on 
fhore  ;  but  he  feemed  to  excite  the  attention  of 
two  or  three  of  them  only,  who  attended  him 
towards  the  canoes  on  the  beach,  whilft  the  reft, 
amounting  to  forty  or  thereabouts,  remalxied  on 
the  rocks  talking  with  us,  and  whenever  the 
boat  backed  in,  to  deliver  them  any  thing,  they 
made  no  fcruple  of  attempting  to  take  whatever 
came  within  their  reach.  Having  repeatedly 
beckoned  us  to  follow  them  round  to  where  their 
habitations  were  fuppofed  to  be,  as  fbon  as  Mr. 
Sheriff  returned,  we  proceeded  to  comply  with 
their  wifhes.  They  had  been  very  curious  in 
their  examination  of  Mr.  Sheriff’s  perfon,  and 
feemed  very  defirous  of  keeping  him,  as  they  fre¬ 
quently  pulled  him  towards  the  wood,  where 
we  imagined  fome  of  them  refided.  On  meet¬ 
ing  them  on  the  other  fide,  they  feated  them- 
felves  on  the  beach,  and  feemed  very  anxious  to 
receive  us  on  fhore  ;  but  as  all  our  irxtreaties  were 
ineffectual  in  obtaining  any  thing  in  return  for 
our  prefents,  perceiving  many  of  them  to  be 
armed  wdth  long  fpears,  and  the  fituatlon  being 
unfavorable  to  us,  in  cafe  they  fhould  be  difpofed 
to  treat  us  wdth  hoftility,  we  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  venture  amongft  them  ;  and  finding 
our  negoclatlon  was  not  likely  to  be  attended 
with  fuccefs,  we  took  our  leave  ;  but  in  our  way 
'  P  4  off. 
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meflics.  We  penetrated  a  little  into  the  woods, 
but  did  not  find  any  huts,  or  houfes,  though  large 
quantities  of  lliells,  and  places  where  fires  had 
been  made,  were  obferved. 

The  woods  afforded  a  delightful  fliade,  and 
being  clear  of  undergrowth,  were  in  many  places 
formed  into  arbours,  by  bending  the  branches 
when  young,  and  clofing  them  round  with  fmaller 
trees.  Thefe  appeared  to  have  been  flept  in  very 
lately.  The  trees  of  which  the  woods  are  com- 
pofed  grow  in  a  mofi;  luxuriant  manner,  clear  of 
fmall  branches  to  a  confiderable  height ;  and 
confift  of  feveral  forts,  fome  of  which,  the  leaf 
in  particular,  was  like  the  laurel.  Another  fort 
was  jointed  like  the  vine,  but  w^e  did  not  fee  ona 
that  could  be  dignified  by  the  appellation  of  a 
timber  tree.  On  our  return,  a  few  of  the  na¬ 
tives  w’ere  ffen  approaching  us,  and  as  they  ap¬ 
peared  peaceably  difpofed,  we  joined  the  firfl 
party,  and  fainted  each  other  by  meeting  nofes, 
according  to  the  New  Zealand  fafliion.  They 
were  prefented  with  fome  trinkets,  but  feemed 
to  entertain  not  the  leaff  idea  of  barter,  or  of 
obligation  to  make -the  leaf!:  return,  as  w^e  could 
not  prevail  upon  them  to  part  with  any  thing 
excepting  orie  fpear  of  very  rude  workmanfliip. 
On  making  a  bargain  with  him  who  had  parted 
with  the  fpear,  for  his  coat,  or  covering  of  fea- 
bear  fivin,  he  was  fo  delighted  with  the  reflec« 
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tion  of  his  face  in  the  looking  glalTes  propofed  in 
exchange,  that  he  ran  away  with  them.  Previ- 
oufly  to  this,  with  a  view  to  fnew  them  the  fu- 
perior  efFedl  of  our  fire-arms,  I  gave  them  fome 
birds  which  I  had  killed,  and  pointed  out  to  them 
the  caufe  of  their  death.  On  firing  my  gun  they 
feemed  much  alarmed  at  its  report ;  and  all  re¬ 
treated  as  we  advanced  towards  them,  excepting 
one  old  man,  who  maintained  his  ground ;  and 
prefentlng  his  fpear  fide- ways,  beat  time  with 
his  feet ;  and  as  he  feemed  to  notice  us  in  a  very 
threatening  manner,  I  gave  my  fowling  piece  to 
one  of  our  people,  went  up  to  him,  fliook  him  by 
the  hand,  and  ufed  every  method  I  could  devife 
to  obtain  his  confidence.  Obferving  fomething 
in  his  hand  rolled  carefully  up  in  a  mat,  I  was 
defirous  of  looking  at  it,  upon  w^hich  he  gave  it 
to  another,  who  walked  away  Vv^ith  it ;  but  who 
did  not  prevent  my  feeing  that  it  contained  ffones 
fafliioned  like  the  Patoo  Patoes  of  New  Zealand. 
They  feemed  very  anxious  to  get  my  gun  and 
lliot  belt,  and  frequently  exclaimed  Toohata. 
Some  of  their  fpears  were  ten  feet,  others  about 
fix  feet  in  length,  one  or  two  of  which  were  new, 
with  carved  work  towards  the  handle  ;  whenever 
thefe  were  pointed  to,  they  were  immediately 
given  to  thofe  behind,  as  if  afraid  of  our  taking 
them  by  force.  Finding  little  was  to  be  procured 
or  learned  here,  we  made  flgns  of  going  to  their 
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ilippofed  habitations,  and  endeavoured  to  make 
them  underftand  we  needed  fomethlng  to  eat  and 
drink.  As  they  continued  very  friendly,  three 
men  armed  attended  Mr.  Johnfton  and  myfelf 
along  the  water- fide  ;  the  boat  with  four  hands 
keeping  clofe  by  the  fiiore  as  we  walked,  left  we 
might  require  fupport,  or  it  iTiould  be  necefiary 
to  retreat.  Every  one  had  orders  to  be  prepared, 
but  on  no  account  to  make  uft  of  their  arms, 
until  I  Ihould  give  diredllons,  which,  at  this  time, 
I  had  not  the  moft  diftant  idea  would  become 
jiecefiary.  When  our  little  party  firft  fat  off,  fe- 
veral  of  them  colledted  large  ftlcks,  which  they 
fwung  over  their  heads,  as  If  they  had  fome  in¬ 
tention  of  ufing  them.  He  who  had  received 
the  ftones  from  the  old  man,  had  them  now  fixed, 
one  at  each  end,  to  a  large  ftlck  about  two  feet 
in  length.  Not  liking  thefe  appearances,  we  had 
fome  thoughts  of  embarking ;  but,  on  our  fud- 
denly  facing  about,  they  retired  up  the  beach  to 
a  fire  which  fome  of  them  had  juft  made.  Mr. 
Johnfton  followed  them  fingly,  but  was  not  in 
time  to  dlfcover  the  method  by  which  it  had 
been  fo  quickly  produced.  His  prefence  feemed 
rather  to  difpleafe  them,  on  which  he  returned, 
and  we  again  proceeded  along  the  beach,  making 
figns  of  our  intention  to  accompany  them  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  bay.  Fourteen  only  followed, 
the  reft  remained  at  the  fire.  Thofe  wEo  had 
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not  fpears  fubftituted  the  drift  wood  on  the  beach 
for  their  weapons  ;  yet  as  our  party  confifted  of 
nlne^  all  well  armed,  we  entertained  no  fear  for 
our  perfonal  fafety,  efpecially  as  every  thing  had 
been  ftudloufiy  avoided  that  we  imagined  might 
‘give  them  offence,  and  the  various  prefents  they 
had  received  had  apparently  purchafcd  their  good 
opinion  and  fricndlhip,  until  now  that  we  had 
reafon  to  believe  the  contrary  by  their  providing 
themfclves  with  bludgeons.  Having  walked 
about  half  round  the  bay  we  arrived  at  the  fpot 
behind  which,  from  the  maft  head,  inland  w^ater 
"'had  lieefi  feen.  As  we  proceeded  up  the  beach 
we  found  it  to  be  a  large  fneet  of  water,  which 
took  a  weftern  dire fl ion  round  a  hill  that  pre¬ 
vented  our  feeing  its  extent.  At  the  upper  end 
of  this  lake,  the  country  appeared  very  pleafant, 
and  level.  The  water  feemed  of  a  reddlfli  colour 
and  was  bracklfli,  which  was  mof:  probably  occa- 
fioned  by  the  fait  water  oozing  through  the  beach, 
wdiicli  at  this  place  is  not  more  than  twenty 
yards  wdde  ;  or  by  its  having  fome  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  fea  to  the  weftward,  w'hich  we  did 
not  perceive.  W e  tried  to  explain  to  the  natives 
who  ftill  attended  us,  that  the  water  was  not 
fit  to  drink,  and  then  returned  to  the  fea  fide ; 
when,  abreaft  of  the  boat,  they  became  very  cla¬ 
morous,  talked  extremely  loud  to  each  other,  and 
divided  fo  as  nearly  to  furround  us.  A  young 
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man  ftmtted  towards  me  in  a  very  menacing  at¬ 
titude  ;  he  diftortcd  his  perfon^  turned  up  his  eyes, 
made  hideous  faces,  and  created  a  wonderful 
fiercencfs  in  his  appearance  by  his  geftures.  On 
pointing  my  double-barrelled  gun  towards  him 
he  deiifted.  Their  hoftile  intentions  were  now 
too  evident  to  be  miftaken,  and  therefore,  to 
av^oid  the  neceffity  of  reforting  to  extremities,  the 
boat  was  immediately  ordered  in  to  take  us  on 
board.  During  this  interval,  although  we  were 
ftrldtly  on  our  guard,  they  began  their  attack,  and  • 
before  the  boat  could  ^get  in,  to  avoid  being 
knocked  down  I  was  reludantly  compelled  to 
fire  one  barrel,  which  being  loaded  with  final! 
Ihot,  I  was  in  hopes  might  intimidate  without 
materially  wounding  them,  and  that  we  fliould 
be  fuffered  to  embark  without  further  molefta- 
tion.  Unfortunately,  I  was  difappointed  in  this 
hope.  Mr.  Johnfton  received  a  blow  upon  his 
mufket  with  fuch  force  from  an  unwdeldy  club, 
that  it  fell  to  the  ground,  but  before  his  oppo¬ 
nent  could  pick  it  up,  Mr.  Johnfton  had  time 
to  recover  his  pofition,  and  he  was  obliged  to  fire 
on  the  blow  being  again  attempted.  A  marine 
and  feaman  near  him,  were,  under  fimllar  cir- 
cumftances  forced  into  the  water,  but  not  before 
they  had  alfo,  juftified  alone  by  felf-prefervation, 
fired  their  pieces  without  orders.  The  gentle¬ 
man  having  charge  of  the  boat  feeing  us  much 
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prefled  by  the  natives,  and  obliged  to  retreat, 
fired  at  this  inftant  alfo,  on  which  they  fled.  1 
ordered  the  firing  inflantly  to  ceafe,  and  was 
highly  gratified  to  fee  them  depart  apparently 
unhurt.  The  happinefs  I  enjoyed  in  this  reflec¬ 
tion  was  of  fliort  duration,  one  man  was  difeo- 
vered  to  have  fallen  ;  and  I  am  concerned  to  add, 
was  found  lifelefs,  a  ball  having  broken  his  arm 
and  paffed  through  his  heart.  We  immediately 
repaired  towards  the  boat,  but  the  furf  not  per¬ 
mitting  her  to  come  near  enough,  we  were  flill 
under  the  neceffity  of  walking  to  the  place  from 
whence  w^e  had  originally  intended  to  embark. 
As  we  retired,  we  perceived  one  of  the  natives 
return  from  the  woods,  whither  all  had  retreated, 
and  placing  himfelf  by  the  deceafed,  he  was  dif- 
tindfly  heard  in  a  fort  of  difmal  howl  to  utter  his 
lamentations. 

As  we  approached  our  firfl  landing  place  we 
faw  no  figns  of  habitations,  although  women  and 
children  were  fuppofed  to  have  been  looking  at 
us  from  the  woods,  whilff  talking  to  the  natives 
on  our  arrival.  On  tracing  fome  of  the  foot¬ 
paths,  nothing  was  difeovered  but  great  numbers 
of  ear  fhells,  and  receffes  formed  in  the  fame 
manner  with  a  Angle  pallifade  as  thofe  feen  on 
our  firft  landing.  We  diftributed  amongfl:  the 
canoes  the  remaining  part  of  our  toys  and  trin¬ 
kets,  to  manifeft  our  kind  intentions  towards 

them. 
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them,  and  as  fome  little  atonement  alfo  for  the 
injury,  which,  contrary  to  our  inclinations,  they 
had  fuftained,  in  defending  ourfelves  againft  their 
unprovoked,  unmerited  hoftillty.  In  our  way 
to  the  fliip,  we  faw  tv/o  natives  running  along 
the  beach  to  the  canoes,  but  on  our  arrival  on 
board  they  were  not  difcernlble  with  our  glafles.- 
The  men  were  of  a  middling  fize,  fome  ftout- 
ly  made,  well  limbed  and  flefliy>;  their  hair,  both 
of  the  head  and  beard,  was  black,  and  by  fome 
was  worn  long.  The  young  men  had  it  tied  up 
in  a  knot  on  the  crown  of  their  heads,  intermixed 
with  black  and  white  feathers.  Some  had  their 
beards  plucked  out ;  their  complexion  and  gene¬ 
ral  colour  is  dark  brown,  with  plain  features,  and 
in  general  bad  teeth.  Their  fkins  were  deftitute 
of  any  marks,  and  they  had  the  appearance  of 
being  cleanly  in  their  perfons.  Their  drefs  was 
either  a  feal  or  bear-fkin  tied  with  finnet,  infide 
outwards,  round  their  necks,  which  fell  below 
their  hips  ;  or  mats  neatly  made,  tied  In  the  lame 
manner  which  covered  their  backs  and  dioulders. 
Some  were  naked,  excepting  a  v/ell  woven  matt 
of  fine  texture,  which,  being  faftened  at  each 
end  by  a  ftring  round  their  waifls,  made  a  fort  of 
decent  garment.  We  did  not  obferve  that  their 
cars  were  bored,  or  that  they  w'ore  any  ornaments 
about  their  perfons,  excepting  a  few  who  had  a 
fort  of  necklace  made  of  mother  of  pearl  flrells^i 
/  -  Several 
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Several  of  theixi  had  their  fifhing  lines,  made  of 
the  fame  fort  of  hemp  vvith  their  nets,  fattened 
round  them  ;  but  we  did  not  fee  any  of  theiif 
hooks.  We  noticed  two  or  three  old  men,  but 
they  did  not  appear  to  have  any  power  or  autho¬ 
rity  over  the  others.  They  feemed  a  chearful 
race,  our  converfation  frequently  exciting  violent 
burtts  of  laughter  amongtt  them.  On  our  firft 
landing  their  Ihrprize  and  exclamations  can  hardly 
be  imagined  ;  they  pointed  to  the  fun,  and  then 
to  us,  as  if  to  afk,  whether  wx  had  come  from 
thence.  The  not  finding  a  fmgle  habitation,  led 
.us  to  confider  this  part  of  the  ifland  as  a  tempo- 
-  rary  refidence  of  the  inhabitants,  poffibiy  for  the 
purpofe  of  procuring  a  fupply  of  fliell  and  other 

fifli.  The  former,  of  different  kinds,  were  here 
*  ^ 

.  to  be  had  in  great  abundance  :  claws  of  cray  fifli 

were  found  in  their  canoes ;  and  as  the  birds 

\ 

about  the  fhore  were  in  great  numbers,  and  flew 
about  the  natives  as  if  never  molefted,  it  gave  us 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  fea  furniflied  the  prin¬ 
cipal  means  of  their  fubfiftcnce.  Black  fea  pies 
with  red  bills,  black  and  white  fpotted  curlew  3 
Vvith  yellov/  bills,  large  wood  pigeons  like  thofe 
.at  J)uihy  bay,  a  variety  of  ducks,  fmall  fand^ 

.  larks,  and  fand-pipers,  were  very  numerous  about 
the  fliores. 

Thefe  few  obfervations  conclude  a  brief  narra- 
V^OL.  I,  Q  live 
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tlve  of  our  vifit  and  tranfadlions  at  Chatham^ 
ifland  ;  and  I  have  to  lament  that  the  hoftility  of 
its  inhabitants'  rendered  the  melancholy  fate  that 
attended  one  of  them  unavoidable,  and  prevented 
Gur  refearches  extending  further  than  the  beach^, 
and  the  immediate  entrance  of  the  adjoining- 
wood. 

On  our  return'  to  the  veffel  we  got  under 
weigh,  with  a  frefh  gale  at  S.  W.  About  fix  im 
the  evening,  on  paffing  point  Munnings,  which 
is  the  N.  Ei  extremity  of  the  ifland,  it  was  feen; 
to  be  a  low  peninfula,  over  which,  from  the  maft- 
head,  was^  difeovered  more  land  to  the  fouth- 
ward  ;  but  the  weather  became  fo  very  hazy,  that: 
it  waS' impoffible  to  difeern  hov/  far  it  extended; 
in  that  dire6tion.  From  the  bay,  which  I  called 
SkiPvMUsh  Bay,  to  point  Munnings,  the  fhore* 
is  low,  rocky,  and  clothed  with  wood!  Some 
rocks  lie  adittle  way  off  the  point.  The  extent 
of  the  ifland  in  an  eaft  and  weft  dire(ftion>  w  hich* 
is  nearly  the  line  of  the  coafl*,  w^as  now  conftdered‘ 
to  be  about  twelve  leagues,  allowing  14''  eaft 
variationi  The  latitude  of  our  anchoring  place 
in  Skirmifh  bay  was  43"^  49^  and  its  longitude 
25' .  At  eight  o’clock  the  extremities  of  the 
land  bore  from  S.  W.  by  S.  to  W.  by  S.  five  or 
fix  leagues  diftant.  'At  day-break  in  the  morning' 
of  Wednefday  the  30th,  we  made  all  fail  as  ufual,. 

and’ 
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and  purfued  our  way  to  the  N.  E.  In  the  courfe 
of  this  day,  we  paffed  many  patches  of  fea  weed, 
and  faw  fome  port  Egmont  hens  and  feveral 
oceanic  birds. 

With  pleafant  weather  and  a  fine  gale  between 
the  S.  E.  and  S.  W.  quarters,  we  proceeded, 
without  any  thing  occurring  worthy  of  notice, 
until  Saturday  the  3d  of  December,  when,  in 
the  afternoon,  our  latitude  was  38^  52' ;  the  mean 
refult  of  eight  fets  of  lunar  obfervations  taken  the 
two  preceding  days,  and  reduced  by  the  watch, 
gave  the  longitude  this  day  192"^  43^  33'^  The 
watch,  by  its  rate,  and  error,  as  found  at  Dulky 
bay,  the  wed  192''  45''  37^^  The  mean  variation, 
by  azimuths  and  amplitude,  1 1°  55''  eaftwardly. 
The  watch  and  obfervations  having  agreed  fo 
well,  little  error  is  to  be  apprehended  in  the  Ion* 
gitude  affigned  to  Chatham  ifland. 

Our  pleafant  weather  was  of  no  long  con¬ 
tinuance  ;  on  Tuefday  the  5th,  in  the  latitude  of 
35°  435  longitude  197°  20''  towards  evening  it 
fell  calm.  A  breeze  next  morning,  Wednefday 
the  7th,  fprang  up  at  N.  E.  with  which  we  fleer¬ 
ed  to  the  E.  S.  E.  between  which,  and  the  N. 
N.  W.  the  wind  continued  with  hazy,  rainy, 
foggy  and  very  unpleafant  weather  until  Sunday 
the  nth,  in  latitude  35”  535  longitude  2o5°: 
having  been  vifited  by  few  oceanic  birds.  Thq 
wind  now  veered  round  by  the  weft  to  the  fouth- 

Q  2  ward^ 


244  A  VOYAGE  OP  discovery  |^DEC 

ward,  and  brought  us  tolerably  pleafant  weather;, 
with  which,  until  Thurfday  the  15th,  we  con- 
tinned  to  fteer  north  by  eaft ;  when,  in  latitude 
30^^  1  7',  longitude  208''  46^  the  wind  again  re- 
fumed^  its  northern  dlreftion,  varying  a  point  or 
two  on  either  fide  of  north.  The  atmofpherc 
became  dark,  heavy,  fultry  and  gloomy ;  the 
clouds  poured  down  torrents  of  rain  accompa¬ 
nied  with  much  lightning,  thunder,  and  violent 
fqualls,  wTich  obliged  the  crew  to  be  conftantly 
expofed,  until  Tuefday  the  20th  ;  when  the  wind 
changed  to  the  fouth,  blew  a  moderate  breeze, 
and  we  again  had  fine  fettled  weather. 

Although  every  advantage  had  been  taken 
which  the  winds  afforded,  during  the  laft  four 
days,  we  had  not  been  able  to  fhorten  the  dif- 
tance  from  our  deftined  port,  more  than  fix 
leagues ;  our  latitude  this  day  being  29°  8',  lon¬ 
gitude  211°  55^.  Shortly  after  noon,  fome  ob- 
fervations  were  procured  for  the  longitude.  The 
mean  of  four  fets  of  diftances  gave  214"  30^  18^^, 
the  watch,  212"  13^  15^'.  Although  the  w^atch 
was  confiderably  to  the  weftward  of  the  lunar 
obfervations,  yet  in  the  lafl:  of  five  days,  it  made 

4 

1"  IQ''  more  eafting  than  the  log  fliewed. 

The  wind  continued  between  fouth,  and 
E.  S.  E.  with  pleafant  weather ;  on  Thurfday 
the  22d  we  v/ere  again  enabled  to  obtain  more 
obfervations  for  the  longitude;  when  the  mean 

of 
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of  two  fets  gave  213'^  53^  f,  the  watch  212o43^, 
the  mean  of  thefe,  and  thofe  taken  on  Tuefday, 
reduced  by  the  watch  to  this  day,  gave  the  mean 
refult  of  the  fix  fets  213°  5l‘  30',  which  was 
1°  10^  eaft  of  the  watch;  our  latitude  at  this 
time  was  25^  2 

At  eight  the  next  morning,  land  was  feen  from 
the  maft-head  bearing,  by  compafs,  W.  by  S. 
an  hour  afterwards  it  w^as  viiible  from  the  deck 
bearing  W.  S.  W.  W.  at  the  diftance  of  about 
ten  leagues.  It  proved  to  be  a  fmall  high  ifland; 
ks  northern  part  formed  an  elevated  liumraock^ 
from  the  fall  of  which  the  land  continued  level, 
and  then  gradually  decreafed  to  the  other  ex¬ 
treme  point. 

The  watch,  with  its  error,  gave  the  longitud,e, 
at  the  time  the  above  bearings  were  taken,  211"  Oh 
0  a  ^  213^^  lOh  our  1  tltude  by  eftim  tion  at 
this  time  23^  30^.  The  fun  being  within  a  few 
minutes  of  the  zenith  at  noon,  our  obfervation 
was  indifferent,  and  could  by  no  means  be  de¬ 
pended  upon.  I  -did  not  think  it  proper,  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  to  give  any  name  to  this  illand. 
I  had  fome  reafon  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  our 
lon2:ltude.  On  our  arrival  at  Otaheite  I  (hould 

o 

be  enabled  to  determine  whether  this  ifland  might 
not  be  Toboual  feen  by  Captain  Cook,  or  the 

to  have  been  feen  to  the  fouth- 
Q  3  eaflward 
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eaftward,  whilft  the  Refolution  was  off  that 
ifland. 

The  wind  principally  between  E.  N.  E.  and 
S.  E.  blew  very  frefh,  attended  with  fqualls,  a 
gloomy  atmofphere;  and  an  almoft  inceflant  rain, 
until  feven  in  the  morning  of  Monday  the  26th, 
when  the  weather  clearing,  gave  us  a  view  of 
Maitea  or  Ofnaburgh  illand ;  bearing,  by  com- 
pafs,  E.  S.  E.  dlftant  only  about  fix  or  eight 
leagues.  We  immediately  fleered  for  Otaheite, 
which  was  feen  about  eight  bearing  W.  i  N. 
The  wind  was  now  eaftwardly,  accompanied  by 
fliowers  of  rain.  At  noon,  the  land  over  point 
Venus  bore  weft,  diftant  feven  or  eight  leagues. 
The  latitude  now  obferved  (being  the  firft  time 
fince  the  23d)  varying  only  5^  from  the  dead 
reckoning,  was  17^29',  longitude  211^45',  by 
the  w^atch  210°  39'.  In  the  afternoon,  the  wind 
became  fouthwardly,  with  dark  gloomy  weather. 
Having  reached,  by  five  o’clock,  w^ithin  four  or 
five  miles  of  the  fhore,  a  little  to  the  eaftward  of 
point  Venus,  fome  canoes  came  off,  and  brought 
fome  cocoa-nuts,  and  two  fmall  hogs,  which 
were  inftantly  purchafed.  Towards  fun-fet,  the 
breeze  died  away,  and  it  continued  calm  until 
midnight,  when  it  again  frefhened  from  the  eaft¬ 
ward  ;  with  which,  under  an  ealy  fail,  we  plied 
until  the  mornina:,  when  all  our  canvafs  w^as 
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fpread  for  Matavai  bay.  About  eight  o’clock  we 


rounded  the  Dolphin  bank  in  2i  fathoms  water, 
and  worked  up  into  the  bay.  About  nine  wc 
anchored  in  eight  fathom,  black  muddy  bottom.; 
point  Venus  bearing  by  compafs  N.  15  E.;  the 
Dolphin  bank  N.  /O  W. ;  and  One-Tree  hill 
S.  31  W.  This  being  the  place  of  rendezvous 
-appointed  by  Captain  Vancouver,  we  experienced 
no  fmall  degree  of  difappointment  on  not  finding 
the  Difeovery  in  port;  and  our  folicitude  for 
her  welfare  was  greatly  increafed,  when  wc  ad¬ 
verted  to  her  fuperiority  in  failing,  which  had 
^  given  us  reafon  to  believe  her  arrival  w^ould  have 
preceded  ours,  at  ieaft  a  week. 

We  fcarccly  anchored,  when  the  natives 
flocked  around  us  in  the  moft  civil  and  friendly 
manner,  bringing  with  them  an  amply  fupply  of 
the  different  refrefliments  their  country  afforded. 
Some  trifling  thefts  being  committed  by  fome  of 
our  numerous  vifitors,  we  were  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  obliging  them  to  retire  to  their  canoes 
alongfide,  wdth  which  they  complied  in  the 
greatefi:  good  humour.  The  whole  of  the  after¬ 
noon  was  a  continued  rain,  as  heavy  as  any  one 
on  board  ever  beheld,  accompanied  wdth  a  very 
fevere  tempefi.  On  our  firfi;  arrival,  the  whole 
of  the  fliore  w'as  one  uninterrupted  beach  ;  but, 
towards  evening,  the  torrents  of  rain  wdiich  had 
fallen,  caufed  an  inundation  of  the  river,  which 
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broke  its  bank  about  half  way,  between  point 
Venus  and  One-Tree  hill;  and  through  the 
breach  an  immenfe  quantity  of  w^ater  was  dif- 
charged,  which  brought  with  it  a  great  number 
of  large  trees  that  w^ere  fcattered  in  various  direc¬ 
tions  over  the  bay.  A  great  concourfe  of  the 
inhabitants  had  affembled  and  beheld  the'bank 
give  way,  upon  w  hich  they  all  fliouted,  feemlngly 
with  acclamations  of  great  joy  ;  for  had  not  this 
event  taken  place,  their  houfes  and  plantations 
•would  probably  have  been  much  incommoded 
by  the  overflowing  of  the  river. 

Our  cutter  v/as  moored  alongfide.  In  the 
courfc  of  the  night  one  of  the  trees  drifted 
athwart  her,  broke  the  iron  chain  wdth  which 
file  was  fecured,  ftove  in  her  broadfide  and  ftern  ; 
and,  on  her  filling,  the  furniture  was  waflied 
aw^ay.  This  circumftance,  little  to  the  credit  of 
the  gentlemen  who  had  the  w^atch  on  deck,  was 
not  difeovered  until  the  morning  of  Wednefday 
the  28th,  when,  after  fome  hours  fearch  in  the 
launch,  the  party  returned  without  finding  the 
loft  materials. 

From  young  Otoo,  1  received  this  morning  a 
preferit  of  two  hogs,  and  fome  fruit.  Otoo  the 
elder,  now  filled  Pomiirrey,  we  underftood,  w^as 
at  Eimeo,  whither  the  meflengers  requefted  we 
would  fend  to  acquaint  him  wdth  our  arrival,  on 
^vhich  he  would  inftantly  to  repair  to  Matavai, 

His 
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His  ab fence,  however,  had  produced  not  the  leaft 
inconvenience  ;  for  notwithftanding  we  had  not 
been  vifited  by  any  chief,  yet  the  behaviour  of 
the  people  was  perfedlly  civil  and  friendly.  They 
fupplied  us  with  as  much  provifion  as  we  could 
poffibly  ufe,  on  very  reafonable  terms.  The 
greater  part  of  this  day,  and  all  the  fucceeding 
night,  the  tempeft  continued  with  unabated  tor¬ 
rents  of  rain. 

OiiThurfday  morning  the  29th  I  recei  ved  from 
Oparre  a  very  bountiful  prefent,  confifting  of 
hogs  and  fruit,  from  young  Otoo,  with  a  meffage 
to  fignify  that  he  might  be  expefled  next  day  at 
Matavai.  In  the  evening,  the  weather  being  a 
little  more  temperate,  though  the  furf  continued 
to  run  too  high  to  admit-of  our  approaching  the 
beach  in  the  bay,  we  landed  at  the  back  of  point 
Venus, -and  were  received  by -the  natives 'with 
great  cheerfulnefs  and  cordiality.  They  treated 
us  Vvdth  the  utmoft  hofpitality,  and  vied  with 
each  other  to  be  foremoih  in  friendly  attentions. 
The  wind  having  fhifted  to  the  caftward,  the 
weather  became  ferene  and  pleafant ;  and  being 
informed  the  next  morning,  (Friday  the  30th) 
by  fome  of  the  natives,  that  a.fliip  vras  in  fight, 

I 

I  repaired '  inftantly  on  iliore,  and  had  the  un- 
fpeakable  pleafure  of  perceiving  it  to  be  the  Dlf- 
covery  to  the  caftward,  fleering  for  the  bay. 

About 
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About  ten  o’clock,  as  llie  hauled  in  betw^een  the 
reef  and  the  Dolphin  bank,  I  went  on  board  to 
congratulate  Captain  Vancouver  ;  and  to  inform 
him  of  our  welfare  and  proceedings  fince  our  fc- 
paration. 


It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  the 
reparation  of  the  two  veflels  was  occafioned,  as 
was  flrft  conjedlured,  by  circumances  unavoidable, 
which  occurred  during  a  very  heavy  and  violent 
ftorm.  As  fome  recompence,  however,  for  the 
anxiety  attendant  on  lofmg  the  company  of  our 
little  confort,  we  had  to  refledl,  that,  eventually, 
the  gale  had  been  the  fortunate  means  of  our 
making  fome  additions  to  geography. 

The  ifiands  firfi:  difeovered  by  the  Chatham, 
and  named  Knight’s  ifland  by  Mr.  Broughton, 
were  the  Snares,  which  we  had  paffed  in  the 
Dlfcovery  a  few  hours  before.  As  Mr.  Brough¬ 
ton  confidered  our  means  for  afeertaining  their, 
true  pofition  fuperior  to  what  he  poffefled,  their 
pofitive  fituation  as  placed  by  us  may  be  received 
as  corredl ;  but  as  the  Chatham  palled  through 
them,  the  relative  fituation  to  each  other,  accords 
ing  to  Mr.  Broughton’s,  obfervations  is  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred. 

The  Difeovery  paffed  about  twenty  leagues  to 
the  north  of  Chatham  illand;  as  did  Captain. 

Cook 
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Cook  in  March  1777 >  who  alfo  paffed,  about 
the  fame  dlftance  to  the  fouth  of  it,  in  June 
1773:  on  all  thefe  occafions,  it  was  not  obferved, 
nor  did  we,  in  the  Difcovery,  fee  the  iflands  dif- 
covered  by  the  Chatham  on  the  23d  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  lying  more  to  the  eaftward  than  Tobouaij 
gr^d  in  latitude  23”  42^  longitude  212°  4q'« 
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CHAPTER  VL 

\ 

Vifit  Otoo— Arrival  of  Fomurrey  and  Matooara 
Mahow— Arrival  of  Taow.,  Fomurrey  s  Father 

' — Interviezv  between  Taow  arid  his  Sons — Sub-- 

# 

miffion  of  Taozv  to  Otoo — Entertainments  at  the 
Encampment — -Vift  of  F  oat  at  on — Death  of  Ala- 
Jiozv — -Ekcurfon  to  Oparre. 

By  the  time  we  had  anchored,  the  fliip  was 
furroundcd  with  canoes  laden  with  the  dif¬ 
ferent  produflions  of  the  country.  The  natlveSy 
with  every  alTurance  of  frlendiliip,  and  Vvdth  ex- 
preffions  of  the  grcateft  joy  at  onr  arrival,  were 
crowding  on  board.  One  or  two  amongft  them, 
although  not  principal  chiefs,  evidently  affumed 
fome  little  authority,  and  were  exceedingly  ear- 
neft  that  we  Ihould  not  fuffer  the  multitude  to 
come  on  board,  as  that  would  be  the  beft  means 
to  prevent  thefts,  and  Infure  that  amity  and  good 
fellowfhip  which  they  appeared  very  folicltous 
to  eftablilli  and  fupport.  Y/ e  complied  with 
their  advice,  and  found  no  dlfSculty  in  carrying 
it  into  execution.  We  bad  only  to  dehre  they 
would  return  to  their  canoes,  and  they  immedi¬ 
ately  complied.  I  had  the  mortification  of  find- 
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ing  on  inquiry,  that  moft  of  the  friends  I  had 
left  here  in  the  year  1777,  both  male  and  female^ 
were  dead.  Oioo,  wdth  his  father,  brothers,  and 
fitters^  Pot  at  oil  j  and  his  family,  were  the  only 
ch  iefs  of  my  old  acquaintance  that  were  now* 
living.  Otoo  was  not  here;  nor  did  it  appear 
that  Otaheite  was  now  the  place  of  his  refidence';, 
having  retired  to  his  newly  acquired  poffeffidn 
Eimeo,  or  as  the  natives  more  commonly  call 
that  ifland  Mo  re  a,  leaving  his  eldeft  fon  the 
fupreme  authority  over  this,  and  all  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  iflands.  The  young  king  had  taken  the 
name  of  Otoo,  and  my  old  friend  that  of  Pomur-^ 
rev',  having  given  up  his  name  with  his  fovereigsi 
jurifdiclion,  though  he  ftill  feemed  to  retain  life 
authority  as  regent.  Mr.  Broughton  had  received 
fome  prefents  from  Otoo^  who  being  now  arrived 
from  Oparre,  had  fent  defiring  that  gentleman 
would  vifit  him  on  fliore  at  Mat  aval.  I  had  re¬ 
ceived  no  invitation  ;  but,  as  fome  of  the  natives 
gave  me  to  underiband  that  my  accompanying 
•Mr.  Broughton  v/ould  be  efteemed  a  civility,  I 
did  not  hefitate  to  comply,  efpeclally  as  Mr,, 
Broughton  had  prepared  a  prefent  in  fo  handfome 
a  w^ay,  that  I  confidercd  it  a  fufficient  compile 
•ment  to  the  young  king  from  us  both.  As  fooh 
as  the  flip  was  fecured,  Mr.  Whidbey  and  my- 
fclf  attended  Mr.  Broughton,  with  intention  tb 
-fix  on  an  eligible  fpot  for  our  tents^  and  for  traiiA 

adbim 
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afting  our  neccffary  bufinefs  on  fliore  ;  and  after¬ 
wards  to  pay  our  refpcd:s  to  his  Otaheitcan  ma-^ 
jefty. 

The  furf  obliged  us  to  row  round  the  point 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river ;  where  we  landed, 
and  were  received  by  the  natives  with  every  de- 
monftration  of  regard.  A  meffenger  was  in- 
ftantly  difpatched  to  inform  the  king  of  our  ar¬ 
rival,  and  intended  vifit.  The  ftation  of  our 
tents  on  my  former  vifits  to  this  country,  was 
not  likely,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  to  anfwer  our 
purpofe ;  the  beach  was  confiderably  v/afhed 
aw^ay,  and  the  fand  being  removed  from  the  coral 
rocks  rendered  the  landing  very  unfafe.  The 
furf  had  alfo  broken  into  the  river,  and  made  it 
very  fait.  Thefe  circumftances  induced  me  to 
fix  on  a  fituation  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  fur¬ 
ther  alo~ng  the  beach,  to  the  fouthward.  The 
meffenger  that  had  been  difpatched  to  Inform 
Otoo  of  our  landing  and  propofed  vifit,  returned 
with  a  pig,  and  a  plantain  leaf,  as  a  peace-offer-* 
ing  to  me  ;  accompanied  by  a  fpeech  of  congra¬ 
tulation  on  our  arrival,  and  offers  of  whatever 
refreflimeots  the  country  afforded.  This  fhort 
ceremony  being  finiflied,  we  proceeded  along  the 
beach  in  expedation  of  meeting  the  young  fove- 
reign,  until  we  arrived  near  to  the  place  where 
the  river  had  broken  its  banks.  There  w’e  were 
'direfted  to  halt,  under  the  fiiade  of  a  palm 

tree^ 
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tree,  to  which  we  readily  coiifented,  the  weather 
•*  •/ 

being  nearly  calm,  and  exceffivcly  fultry.  After 
w^aiting  a  fliort  time,  ive  were  acquainted  that 
the  king,  having  fome  objedlion  to  crofs  th^ 
river  for  the  purpofe  of  meeting  Grangers,  rc- 
quefted  we  w’ould  go  to  him.  A  canoe  was  iri 
waiting  to  take  us  over  ;  and  having  walked  abotit 
an  hundred  yards  on  the  other  fide,  the  interview 
'  took  place.  We  found  Otoo  to  be  a  boy  of  about 
nine  or  ten  years  of  age.  He  was  carried  on  the 
fhoulders  of  a  man,  and  was  clothed  in  a  piece  of 
Englifli  red  cloth,  with  ornaments  of  pigeons’ 
feathers  hanging  over  his  fhoulders.  When  we 
bad  approached  within  about  eight  paces,  we 
were  def  red  to  flop  :  the  prefent  we  had  brought 
was  exhibited  ;  and  although  its  magnitude,  and 
the  value  of  the  articles  it  contained,  excited  the 
admiration  of  the  by-ftanders  in  the  higheft  de¬ 
gree,  it  was  regarded  by  this  young  monarch  with 
an  apparently  ftern  and  cool  inditFerence.  It  was^^ 
not  immediately  to  be  prefeiited ;  a  certain  pre¬ 
vious  ceremony  was  neceffary.  Not  confidering 
myfelf  fufiieiently  mafter  of  the  language,  I  ap¬ 
plied  for  afliftance  to  an  inferior  chief  named 
Moerree,  (who-  had  been  ufeful  to  Mr.  Broughton) 
to  be  my  prompter.  At  firft  he  ufed  fome  pains, 
but  not  finding  me  fo  apt  a  fcholar  as  he  expeft- 
ed,  he  foon  took  the  wdiole  office  upon  himfelf  . 
He  anfwered  for  our  peaceable  and  friendly  in¬ 
tentions. 


■  V  •'ucfij-vrr^ 
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tentionSj  and  requcfted  fupplies  of  provifions^  and 
a  pledge  of  good  faith  towards  us^  with  as  much 
confidence  as  if  he  had  been  intimately  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  our  wifhes  and  defigns;  Our  fituation 
on  this  occafion  was  fimilar  to  that  of  his  Otahei- 
,tean  majefty,  who  condefeended  to  fay  but  a  few 
:*words,  a  perfon  by  his  fide  {paring  him  that 
trouble  by  going  through  all  the  formal  orations. 
A  ratification  of  peace  and  mutual  friendflilp 
being  acknowledged  on  both  fides>  and  thefe  ce¬ 
remonies  concluded,  which  took  up  fifteen  or 
'  twenty  minutes,  the  different  European  articles 
'  compofmg  the  prefent,  were,  wdth  fome  little 
form,  prefented  to  Otoo;  and  oil  his  fhaking  hands 
with  us,  which  he  did  very  heartily,  his  counte¬ 
nance  became  imimediately  altered,  and  he  re¬ 
ceived  us  with  the  greateft  cheerfulnefs  and  cor- 

v_y 

dlallty.  Ele  informed  me,  that  his  father,  my 
former  acquaintance  and  friend,  was  at  Morea, 
and  rcquefied  I  would  fend  thither  a  boat  for 
him  ;  for,  as  the  iflanders  were  much  accuf- 
tomed  to  raife  falfe  reports,  Poiiiurrey  would  not 
believe  that  I  w^aS  arrived  without  feeing  fome  of 
us,  by  w’hom  he  would  be  convinced.  Ele  alfo 
added,  that  if  ive  fliould  fail  without  feeing  his 
father,  he  w^ould  not  be  only  very  much  concern¬ 
ed,  but  very  angry.  This  language  being  in  the 
mouths  of  every  one  around  us,  and  feeling  a 
great  dehre  to  fee  an  old  friend  who  had  ever 

conduced 
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i:ondu6led  hlmfelf  with  propriety,  and  appcared> 
firmly  attached  to  our  intereft,  I  promifed  to 
comply  with  the  young  king’s  requeft.  The 
fuffufions  of  joy,  and  a  readinefs  to  oblige,  were 
evident  in  the  countenances  of  all  whom  we 
met.  Their  inftant  compliance  with  all  our  re- 
quefts,  and  their  eagernefs  to  be  foremoft  in  per-^ 
forming  any  little  friendly  office,  could  not  be 
obferved  without  the  moft  grateful  emotions. 
Each  of  us  was  prefented  with  a  quantity  of  clothe 
a  large  hog,  and  fome  vegetables ;  after  which 
we  returned  on  board  extremely  well  pleafed 
with  our  vifit  and  reception. 

My  original  intention  in  calling  here  was  for 
the  foie  purpofe  of  recruiting  our  v/ater,  and  ob¬ 
taining  a  temporary  fupply  of  frclh.  provifions ; 
but  on  further  confideration  I  ,was  convinced;^ 
that  we  fhould  not  find  any  place  this  winter^ 
where  the  neceflary  duties  we  had  to  perform  be¬ 
fore  Ave  could  proceed  to  the  coaft  of  America^ 
would  be  fo  well  done,  or  executed  with  fo  much 
eafe  and  convenience,  as  in  our  prcfent  fituation. 
A  fmall  boat  for  the  Chatham  w^as  to  be  built,  and 
a  great  repair  was  neceiTary  to  her  large  cutter. 
The  timber  cut  in  Dufky  bay  w^anted  to  be  fawn 
into  planks  for  many  other  eilential  purpofes. 
Thefe  matters  required  immediate  attention,  and 
could  not  fo  properly  be  executed  on  board ;  be¬ 
tide  which,  the  known  accuracy  with  wffiich  the 
I.  R  fituatiom 
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fituatlon  of  this  ifland  is  fettled/' made  rhe  anxions 
to  land  our  chronometers,  for'  the  p’urpofe  of 
afeertaining  their  error,  and  rate  of  going,  which 
had  lately  become  fomewhat  equivocal.  Thefe 
reafons  induced  me  to  determine  on  giving  the 
veffels  every  equipment  here  they  required,  which 
would  have  the  further  convenience  of  fhortening 
our  vifit  this  feafon  at  the  Sandwich  iflandsi 
Directions  were  therefore  given,  that  the  fails 
Ihould  be  unbent,  the  topmafts,  &c.  ftruck,  and 
that  a  thorough  examination  of  the  rigging  and 
fails  fhould  take  place.  The  Difeovery’s  carpen¬ 
ters  were  ordered  to  affift  thofe  of  the  Chatham^ 
in  building  and  repairing  her  boats,  and  fawing 
out  the  plank:  and  all  other  necelfary  fervices 
that  circumftances  rendered  practicable,  wxre,  by 
the  feveral  artificers^  put  in  a  train  of  executioni 
Agreeably  to  the  promife  made  to  Otoo,  Mn 
Mudge,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Menzies,  v.^as  on 
Saturday  the  3 1  ft  difpatched  to  the  ifland  of  Mo- 
rea  for  Pomurreji  Matuaro,  who  we  were  in^ 
formed  was>  under  Otoo,  foverelgn  of  Huaheine, 
and  who  was  now  here  on  an  Ereeoi  party,*  un™ 
dertook  to  be  their  pilot.  As  foon  as  the  boat  put 
off,  the  crowd  about  theihlp  becoming  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  her  errand,  the  news  was  fpeedily  carried 
with  acclamations  to  the  fhore,  and  there  re¬ 
ceived  with  great  demonftrations  ot  gladuefs. 

*  Vide  Cook’s  Voyages. 

During 
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During  the  night,  the  fwell  in  the  bay  had 
greatly  increafed,  and  conceiving  we  were  nearer 
the  Dolphin  bank  than  was  imagined  on  our  ar¬ 
rival,  we  warped  nearer  in  fliore,  and  moored  in 
13  fathoms  black  fand,  and  muddy  bottom: 
One-Tree  hill  bearing  by  compafs  S.  20  W. ;  and 
point  Venus  N.  14  E.  The  furf  breaking  with 
great  violence,  had  hitherto  prevented  our  land¬ 
ing  the  camp  party ;  but  as  I  had  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  fee  this  place  perfectly  fmooth,  I  enter¬ 
tained  no  doubt  that  the  bay  would  in  a  day  or 
two  refume  its  ufual  tranquillity. 

Sunday  morning  ufhered  in  the  new  year.  The 
furf  had  in  fome  meafure  fubfided,  though  it  ftill 
broke  with  great  violence  on  the  fhore ;  which 
induced  me  to  make  new'  year’s  day  a  holiday*. 
Every  one  had  as  much  frefh  pork,  and  plum¬ 
pudding  as  he  could  make  ufe  of ;  and  left  in  the 
voluptuous  gratifications  of  Otaheite,  we  might 
forget  our  friends  in  old  England,  all  hands  were 
ferved  a  double  allow^ance  of  grog  to  drink  the 
healths  of  their  fw^eethearts  and  friends  at  home. 
It  is  fomewhat  fingular  that  the  gunner  of  the 
Difcovery  was  the  only  married  man  of  the  whole 
party. 

The  weather  becoming  pleafant  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  Monday  the  2d,  the  tents,  obfervatory, 
&c.  wxre  fent  on  fhore.  Thefe  were  conftantly 
protedled  by  a  guard  of  marines,  and  our  field 
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pieces  ;  which  were  very  properly  cbnftriifted  for  ' 
our  occafions,  and  anfwered  every  expelled  pur-- 
pofe.  Mr.  Puget  was  charged  with  the  encamp¬ 
ment,  and  Mr.  Whidbey  was  particularly  to  at¬ 
tend  the  obfervatory.  My  attention  and  refidence  ‘ 
was  divided V  between ^  the  fhip  and  the  fhore. 
On  pitching  our  tents,  a  great  concourfe  of  the 
natives  in  the  moft  friendly  and  orderly  manner 
attended.  Their  numbers,  in  fome  meafure,, 
proved  inconvenient,  by  interrupting  our  labours; 
but,  on  a  line  being  drawn  on  the  ground,  denot¬ 
ing  the  fpace  we  intended  to  occupy,  not  one 
attempted  to  trefpafs  ;  and  thofe  who  were  per-- 
mitted  to  help  in  the  debarkation  of  our  fiiores^  v 
condudled  themfelves  with  the  utmofi;  decorum,' 
and  feemed'  amply  repaid  with  a  few  beads  for- 
their  aflSftance. 

Tow^ards  noon  Mr.  Mudge  returned  with  my' 
old  friend  Fomurrey,  who  was  fainted,  previoufly- 
to  his  coming  on  board,  .with  tour  guns  from  each  => 
vetfel,  which  gratified'  him  =  extremely.  With- 
him  came  Matooara  Ma/ioiv,  commonly  called'; 
Maliotv  ;  the  reigning  prince,  under  Otoo,  of  Mo- 
rea.  There  was  however  little  probability  of  his 
long  enjoying  this  honorable,  ftatiotiy  ais- he  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  in  the  laft  fiiage  of  a  deep  and  rapid  > 
decline  ;  his  perfon 'Was  reduced  to  a  mere  fkele- 
ton,  which  he  was  not  able  to  ralfe  wdthout  great 
afiiftance.  He.  was  hoifted  on  board  in  a  chair, . 

and 
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and  fupportcd  by  fix  people  down  to  the  cabln^ 
where,  unable  to  fit  up,  or  to  ftand,  a  bed  was 
prepared  for  him  on  the  locbers.  The  re.afons 
.that  could  induce  a  man  in  his  deplorable  con- 
•dition  to  undertake  fuch  a  viiit,  muft,  without 
•doubt,  be  not  lefs  curious  than  extraordinary  ! 

Pomurrey  had  pcrfeclk  recolledlioa  of  me ;  and 
?cvery  expreffion,  and  adiion,  indicated  the  iince- 
■rity  of  the  happinefs  he  profefied  on  our  arrival. 
He  frequently  obferved,  I  had  grown  very  much, 
and  looked  .very  old  fince  laft  we  had  parted.  In 
"the  afternoon,  his  two  wives  and  youngeft  fiftc^ 
rarrived  ;  the  former  were  the  fillers,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  the  wife  of  Mahow,  His  two  brothers  alfb 
.accompanied  the  ladies,  with  many  chiefs  and 
.attendants,  each  prefentiiig  me  on  their  coming 
on  board  with  cloth,  hogs,  fowls  and  vegetables, 
In  fuch  abundance,  that  we  had  now  more  than 

we  could  w"ell  difpenfe  with.  This  profufion^ 

$ 

'however,  and  the  manner  in  which  at  was  bcf 
jftowed,  was  very  grateful  to  our  feelings,  as  it 
plainly  evinced  the  kind-hearted  difpofition  .df 
the  inhabitants,  and  that  we  could  not  experi- 
:ence  any  want  were  our  fcay  to  be  protradled  far 
beyond  the  period  of  my  prefent  intention.  It 
now  became  neceffary  that  a  handfome  rctuni 
'fhould  be  made  to  the  wdiole  group,  agreeably 
to  the  rank  and  fituation  of  each  individual.  In 
:feledling  the  prefents  I  v/as  fortunate  enough  at 
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once  to  fucceed,  far  beyond  their  moft  fanguinc 
expcSations. 

As  Pomurrey  and  Mahow,  with  their  wives,, 
were  to  fleep  on  board,  their  donations  were  not 
to  be  exhibited  to  public  view  until  the  crowd 
was  diiperfed ;  and  I  was  inftrudled,  in  the  event 
of  inquiries  being  made  concerning  the  prefents 
I  propofed  to  make  thefe  illuftrious  perfonages,  to 
enumerate  but  few  of  the  articles.  Amongft 
thofe  intended  for  Pomurrey  were  two  axes.  Thefe 
he  defired  no  one  fliould  know  of ;  and  to  pre« 
vent  even  fufpieion,  hid  them  under  my  bureau, 
where  they  remained  fome  days,  until  he  fent  his 
elder  wife  Pormirrey  Whahelne  for  them.  This 
degree  of  fecrecy  feemed  inexplicable. 

Amongft  the  feveral  chiefs  who  vilited  us,  was 
Poejio^  chief  of  Matavai,  who  brought  with  him 
a  portrait  of  Captain  Cook,  drawn  by  Mr.  Web¬ 
ber,  in  the  year  1777*  This  picture  is  always 
depofited  in  the  houfe  of  the  chief  of  Matavai, 
and  is  become  the  public  regifter.  On  the  back 
of  it  was  written,  that  the  Pandora  had  quitted 
this  ifland  the  8th  of  May,  1791* 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofe  we  fhould  be  very  foli* 
citous  to  become  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
ftances  that  had  attended  the  vefTel  and  the  un¬ 
fortunate  perfons  belonging  to  the  Bounty.  Cap¬ 
tain  Edwards,  who  in  the  Pandora  was  difpatched 
from  England  in  queft  of  them  fome  months  prior 

to 
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to  our  felling,  had,  we  underftood,  arrived  here, 
and  taken  on  board  thofe  of  the  crew  who  were 
left  at  Otahelte,  amounting  .  to  the  number  ot 
thirteen,  at  the  time  Mr.  Chriftian  with  the  reft 
of  his  party  failed  from  the  ifland,  which  wa§ 
fome  time  before  the  arrival  of  the  Pandora  ; 
fince  wdiich  period  I  was  not  able  to  procure  any 
intelligence  of  Mr.  Chriftian  or  his  companions. 

Whatever  particulars  could  be  collehled  from 
die  natives,  refpefting  this  no  lefs  criminal  than 
melancholy  event,  I  thought  it  an  incumbent 
duty  to  procure  and  tranfmit  to  England,  left  any 
accident  fliould  befall  the  Pandora.  But  as  a  le¬ 
gal  Inveftigation  has  f  nee  taken  place,  I  truft  I 
diall  neither  incur  the  difpleafure  of  the  humane, 
nor  the  reproach  of  the  curious,  by  declining  any 
further  digreffion  on  this  fed  fubjefl: :  the  former 
will  readily  find  an  apology  for  me  in  their  ov/ii 
bofoms ;  and  the  latter  may  refort  to  the  publi- 
cations  of  the  day,  for  any  other  particulars  with 
wdiich  they  may  be  defirous  of  becoming  ac¬ 
quainted. 

A  large  party  of  royalty,  and  chiefs,  honored 
us  with  their  company  at  dinner,  which  failed  of 
being  a  pleafant  circumftance  in  corifequence  of 
the  weather  being  extremely  hot,  and  the  cabin 
cxceflively  crovvded.  On  this  occafion,  the  wives 
of  Pomurrey  and  the  wife  of  Mahow  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  fit  v/ith  us  at  table,  and  partake  of  the 
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repaft.  This  indulgence,  however,  is  by  no 
means  common,  and,  I  believe,  granted  to  no 
other  of  the  w^omen  .on  the  ifland.  Our  atten¬ 
tion  was  particularly  attradled  by  the  great  delire 
which  the  generality  of  them,  both  male  and 
female,  exhibited,  in 'their  endeavours  to  adopt 
our  manners  and  cuftoms,  and  the  avidity  with 
which  they  fought  fpirituous  liquors. 

Poimirrey,  in  the  courfe  of  dinner  and  after- 
v/ards,  drank  a  bottle  of  brandy,  without  dilut¬ 
ing  it.  This  threw^  him  into  fuch  violent  convul- 
lions  that  four  ftrong  men  were  required  to  hold 
him  down,  and  to  perform  the  office  of  ‘‘  Roome, 
roome^"''^  which  is  done  by  fqueezing  the  fleffi  of 
the  limbs,  and  body  of  the  intoxicated  perfon 
with  their  hands.  On  thefe  convulfions  fubfid- 
ing,  he  llept  for  about  an  hour,  and  then  arofe 
to  all  appearance  as  much  refrellied  with  his  nap, 
as  if  he  had  retired  perfedlly  fober.  I  expoftu- 
lated  with  a  defire  to  convince  him  that  inebriety 
was  highly  pernicious  to  health,  but  in  vain  ;  his 
only  reply  w^as,  ^owe  noyie^"  a  term  ufed  for 
every  thing  that  delights  or  pleafes,  fuch  as  mu- 
fic,  &c.  &c.  accufed  rnc  of  being  a  ftingy  fellow^ 
and  that  I  was  not  Tio  tio^'  a  phrafe  lately 
adopted  to  fignify  a  jolly  companion.  This  de¬ 
termined  me  that  he  iliould  have  his  own  way, 
and  orders  wxre  given  that  he  fhould  have  as 
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brandy  or  rum,  as  he  chofe  to  call  for ;  con¬ 
cluding,  that  in  a  few  days  he  would  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  its  ill  efFedis.  In  this  I  was  not  mif- 
taken  ;  before  the  week  expired  he  ceafed  calling 
for  fpirits  ;  and  a  few  glalTes  of  wine,  at  and  after 
dinner,  completely  fatisfied  him  ;  frequently  fay¬ 
ing,  that  all  I  had  told  him  of  the  Ava  Bri- 
iarne'  was  perfedlly  true.  Spirits  and  wine  are, 
however,  in  great  requeft  with  all  the  chiefs,  as  . 
is  fugar ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  thefe 
articles  might  be  rendered  amongft  them  confi- 
derable  branches  of  traffic. 

We  were  bufily  employed  on  Tuefday  the  3d 
about  our  rigging,  falls,  and  other  matters  on 
board  ;  and  in  landing  the  chronometers,  inftru- 
mcnts,  and  other  neceffary  articles  and  imple¬ 
ments  for  the  execution  of  our  buiinefs  on  fliore; 
from  whence  the  boats  returned  with  fome  water ; 
and  we  began  falting  pork. 

The  wxather  continued  to  be  very  fultry  ;  the 

mf  V 

thermometer  generally  ftanding  betw'een  83  and 
85,  my  royal  guefts,  with  a  crowd  of  attendants, 
ftili  remained  on  board,  and  their  company  be¬ 
came  no  lefs  unpleafant  than  inconvenient.  I 
was  given  to.  underftand  they  intended  to  make 
the  fiiip  their  place  of  refidencc,  until  they  fliould 
return  to  Morca.  This  arrangement  was  very 
incommodious,  and  to  which  it  was  impoffible 
to  objed :  I  was  therefore  under  the  neceffity  of 

refbrting 
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reforting  to  fome  little  addrefs,  which  fortunately 
was  attended  with  the  defired  fuccefs.  I  took 
an  opportunity  of  acquainting  Fomurrey  that  my 
attendance  at  the  obfervatory  w  ould  now  be  con- 
ftantly  required,  which  would  oblige  me  to  dine 
on  fhore  ;  but  that  I  had  ordered  a  dinner  on 
board,  and  plenty  of  brandy,  for  him  and  his 
friends.  A  confultation  fliortly  took  place,  and 
as  I  was  about  to  leave  the  fiiip,  he  laid,  if  I 
would  call  for  him  after  dinner,  the  whole  party 
would  difembark,  dehring  at  the  fame  time,  that 
he  might  be  fainted  on  his  landing,  from  the  en¬ 
campment ;  which  in  the  evening  w^as  done  ac¬ 
cordingly.  Our  royal  friends  took  up  their  abode 
in  a  wretched  houfe  brought  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe  to  point  Venus,  where  our  tents  on  former 
vifits  had  been  pitched.  Fomtirrey  w'as  not  in  a 
condition  to  favor  us  wdth  his  prefence  that  even¬ 
ing  ;  but,  in  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  4th, 
w  e  had  the  honor  of  his  company  at  the  encamp¬ 
ment.  He  regarded  with  inquifitive  attention, 
and  great  admiration,  the  feveral  works  in  which 
our  people  were  engaged.  A  large  piece  of  tim¬ 
ber  which  was  fawing  into  plank,  greatly  attradl- 
cd  his  notice,  and  drew  me  into  a  fcrape ;  he 
faid  it  was  impoffible  we  could  be  in  immediate 
want  of  fo  great  a  quantity,  and  did  not  doubt 
that  ere  long  we  fliould  be  in  a  country  where 
w^e  could  again  be  fupplied,  having  undcrltood 

that 
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that  this  flick  had  been  cut  at  New  Zealand. 
Thcfe  confiderations  led  him  to  requefl,  that  I 
would  order  a  chefl  of  the  plank  to  be  made  for 
him,  fix  feet  long,  four  feet  broad,  and  three 
feet  deep.  I  excufed  myfelf,  by  replying  that  I 
could  not  with  any  conveniency  part  with  fo 
much  plank,  nor  could  the  carpenters  be  well 
fpared  from  the  bufinefs  on  which  they  were  em¬ 
ployed  ;  but  that,  before  we  failed,  I  would  en¬ 
deavour  to  have  a  fmall  chefl  made  for  him. 
Pomurrey,  however,  was  of  opinion,  that  a  large 
chefl  would  take  little  more  time  to  finifli  than, 
a  fmall  one,  and  offered  to  find  plank  for  the  top 
and  bottom,  if  I  would  fupply  the  fides  and  ends, 
and  allow  a  carpenter  to  make  it.  In  fhort,  he 
was  fo  preffmg  and  earnefl,  that  much  againft 
my  inclination,  having  great  demands  for  the 
plank,  and  conflant  employ  for  the  artificers,  I 
was  under  the  neceffity  of  complying  with  his 

v.'ifhes. 

* 

Mahow,  though  extremely  feeble,  paid  us  a 
vifit  on  fliore  ;  being  unable  to  w^alk,  he  w^as  car¬ 
ried  about  in  a  kind  of  litter.  Many  other  chiefs 
were  now  conflantly  attendant  upon  us  with  a 
numerous  party  of  the  natives,  who  aii  condudled 
themfelves  with  the  flrifleft  propriety,  and  feem- 
ed  highly  delighted  with  the  new  mode  of  fpend- 
ing  their  time,  in  obfervlng  and  animadverting 
on  our  different  employments. 
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The  wind,  fince  our  arrival,  had  been  eaft- 
wardly,  blowing  a  moderate  breeze  ;  it  had  now 
veered  to  the  north  with  fqualls  and  fhowers  of 
rain,  attended  by  a  very  heavy  rolling  fwcil  in 
the  bay.  The  Difeovery’s  yawl  wanting  repair 
w^as  hauled  up  for  that  purpofe.  In  the  evening 
we  had  much  rain,  with  frequent  gufts  of  wind  ; 
which  fo  much  increafed  the  furf,  that  all  com¬ 
munication  with  the  fhore  muft  have  ceafed,  had 
not  the  good  offices  of  our  kind  friends  on  the 
ifland,  enabled  us  to  keep  up  a  correfpondence* 
They  fuccefsfully  contended  with  the  boifterous 
elements,  by  fwimmiiig  to  and  from  the  fhip; 
and,  to  manifeft  their  attachment,  fupplied  us 
by  this  means  with  bread-fruit,  cocoa-nuts,  and 
other  refrefliments. 

On  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  ^th,  the 
N.  W.  wind,  which  is  the  moft  boifterous  and 
unpleafant  known  in  this  country,  brought  with 
it  a  fea  which  broke  with  ftich  great  violence  on 
the  ftiore,  as  to  infulate  the  fpot  on  which  our 
royal  friends  had  taken  up  their  abode.  The  wind 
could  not  be  conftdered  as  a  ftrong  gale ;  yet  fo 
violent  was  the  fea  that  accompanied  it,  that  it 
broke  with  uniiitermitted  force  in  every  part  of 
the  bay,  excepting  where  the  veflels  rode ;  and^ 
even  there,  we  did  not  intirely  efcape  its  fury;’' 
two  feas  broke  on  board  the  Difeovery,  although 
in  eight  fathoms  w^ater,  which  filled  the 
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%vaift.  Towards  eight  o’clock,  the  clouds  In  the 
N.  W.  bearing  a  very  threatening  appearance,., 
the  llicet  anchor  was  dropped  underfoot.  This* 
difagreeable  weather  continued  all  day,  and'  the 
furf  ranged  fo  high  on  thelliore  as  to  make  it  ne-^ 
eeffary  to  remove  the  obfervatory  further  bach 
feveral  paces  ;  notwithftanding  which,  the  kind, 
offices  of  the  friendly  natives,  regardlefs  of  dan»“ 
ger,  were  uninterruptedly  continued. 

It  became  calm,  and  the  weather  appeared 
more  fettled  on  the  morning  of  Friday  the  Oth, 
The  fheet  anchor  was  weighed  and  replaced ; 
and  all  hands  were  bufily  employed  in  their  re-»^ 
ipeftive  departments.  After  breakfafi:,  I  went  ' 
on  fhore,  and  underftood  that  O'too  had.  In  the. 


courfe  of  the  laft  two  days,  been  carried,  as  when' 
we  firft  met  him,  about  the  encampment.  On: 
His  approach,  I  invited  him  into  the  marquee,.^ 
and  reque filed  he  would  vlfit  the  iliips.  Both  thefe 
invitations  he  declined  ;  and  I  was  immediately 
a:iven  to  underftand,  that  fhould  he  enter  the- 
tents  or  ffiips,  neither  his  father,  mother,  or  any 
inhabitant  of  thefe  iflands,  could  a2!:ain  be  admit- 
ted  ;  that  every  thing  is  and  muft  be  deftroyeji 
out  of  which  he  fhould  eat  or  drink,  althourft 
veffels  or  utenfils  belonging  to  us.-  As  the  young 
monarch  was  about  the  encampment  moft  part 
of  the  day;  whllfi;  at  dinner,  I  demanded  of  his 
father  if  1  might  fend  him  a  glafs  of  wane  ;  he 

replied^ 
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replied,  if  I  chofe  to  have  the  glafs  broken,  I  was 
at  liberty  fo  to  do ;  and  enquired  if  I  had  an 
abundance  of  fuch  articles  to  fpare.  Some  wine 
was  therefore  fent  in  the  fliell  of  a  cocoa-nut, 
which  being  emptied  by  the  young  kirigj  was  in- 
ftantly  broken  and  thrown  in  the  fea.  Pomurrey 
had,  early  and  frequently,  afked  if  we  had  not 
fire- works  on  board,  and  being  informed  that  we 
had,  Saturday  evening  was  fixed  for  an  exhibi¬ 
tion,  after  which  the  royal  party,  with  their  dying 
chief  Mallow,  were  to  return  to  Morea,  and  hav¬ 
ing  landed  him,  Pomurrey  and  his  wives  were  to 
return,  and  remain  here  until  we  fliould  depart. 
The  intended  difplay  of  fire-works  was  made 
known  to  all  around  us,  and  meffengers  with  the 
intelligence  were  difpatched  to  various  parts  of 
the  ifland. 

Pomurrey' s  father,  who  was  formerly  known 

by  the  name  of  Happi,  now  called  Taow,  had  ar- 

« 

rived  from  Morea,  on  Saturday  the  /th,  and  was 
on  board  the  Difeovery,  where  he  defired  to  fee 
me  ;  on  w^hich,  Pomurrey  wdth  Urrlptah  and 
Whytooa,  his  two  next  brothers,  accompanied  me 
to  pay  our  refpedts  to  their  old  fire,  who  had  juft 
arrived  in  a  large  canoe,  laden  with  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  the  country  as  a  prefent.  This  interview 
was  'cxceffivcly  afFedting.  It  v/as  with  great  fa- 
tlsfadlloii  that  I  beheld  the  affedlionate  regard 

o 

with  wdiich  the  three  fons  embraced  their  aged 

and 
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and  venerable  father  ;  wdio,  in  acknowdedging  a 
grateful  fenfe  of  their  dutiful  congratulations, 
exhibited  feelings  which  drew  tears  from  the 
whole  party.  When  thefe  filial  effiufions,  which 

i 

would  have  done  credit  to  the  fenfibility  of  the 
mofl:  polifhed  nations,  had  fubfided,  I  prefented 
Taow  with  a  fuitable  return  ;  and,  on  including 
fome  articles  for  his  wife,  who  was  ftill  living;  at 
Morea,  he  was  highly  delighted,  and  the  value 
of  the  prefcnt  in  his  eftimation  feemed  thereby 
infinitely  increafed. 

Some  of  the  royal  females  had  now  joined  our 
party ;  and  as  Pomurrey  had  not  yet  paid  Mr, 
Broughton  a  vifit,  W'^e  all  went  on  board  the  Chat¬ 
ham.  Prefents  were  necelTary  on  this  occalion  ; 
and  although  I  confidered  that  Mr.  Broughton 
had  been  very  liberal,  our  royal  guefts  feemed  oi  ' 
a  very  different  opinion  ;  but  on  explaining  that 
there  was  not  the  fame  abundance  of  valuable 
things  on  board  the  fmall  vefl'cl  that  there  was 
in  the  large  fliip,  and  having  fome  retro fped:  to 
the  number  and  value  of  thofe  obtained  from  the 
Difcovery,  we  left  the  Chatham,  and  wxnt  on 
fhore  tolerably  well  fatisfied. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  at  the  encampment  I 
witnefied  a  fcene,  very  different* from  that  which 
had  been  exhibited  on  board  on  the  meeting  of 
three  fons  with  their  venerable  parent.  It  was 
ihortly  announced  that  Otoo  was  approaching  , 

On 
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On  this  occafion,  it  became  neceffarv  that  the 
grandfather  fhould  pay  homage  to  his  grandfon. 
A  pig  and  a  plantain  leaf  were  inftantly  pro¬ 
cured,  the  good  old  man  ftripped  to  the  waift, 
and  when  Otoo  appeared  in  the  front  of  the  mar¬ 
quee,  the  aged  parent,  whofe  limbs  were  tottering 
with  the  decline  of  life,  met  his  grandfon,  and 
on  his  knees  acknowledged  his  ov/n  inferiority, 
by  prefenting  this  token  of  fubrnlffion;  which, 
fo  far  as  could  be  difcovered,  feemed  offered  with 
a  mixture  of  profound  refpedl,  and  parental  re- 
gard.  The  ceremony  feemed  to  have  little  effedl 
on  the  young  monarch,  who  appeared  to  notice 
the  humiliating  fituation  of  his  grandfire  with 
the  moft  perfedl  indifference  and  unconcern. 
This  mode  of  behaviour  is,  however,  rather  to  be 
attributed  to  the  force  of  education,  than  to  a 
want  of  the  proper  fentiments  of  affedlion  ;  as  I 
periectiy  recollecled  that,  when  I  was  here  with 
Captain  Cook,  Pomurrey  treated  his  brothers  with 
the  moft  cool  indiftercnce,  although,  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  there  are  few  examples  of  three 
brothers  living  in  greater  harmony,  or  regarding 
each  other  v^ith  more  fraternal  affection:  it  fhould 
therefore  feem,  that  this  fort  of  dlftant  deport- 
.ment  is  a  neceffary  appendage  to  the  high  office 

I 

of  fovereign.  Another  royal  fon  and  daughter 
honored  us  wdth  their  company.  Thefe,  wdth  a 
daughter  remaining  at  Morea,  are  all  the  chil- 

dreir 
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drcn  of  Pomurrey  now  living.  His  family  origi¬ 
nally  confifted  of  five,  but  one  of  his  daughters 
was  deceafed.  All  thefe  children  were  by  his 
eldeft  wife,  known  by  the  name  of  Pomufrey 
Whaliehiey  or  the  female  Pomurrey ;  this  lady  I 
fhall  hereafter  diflinguifli  by  the  appellation  of 
Queen  Mother.  By  his  youngeft  wife  he  has 
had  no  children ;  fhe  is  called  Pier  re  te.  Our 
new  vifitors  were,  each  like  their  brother  Otoo^ 
carried  on  men’s  Ihoulders  ;  and  for  the  fame 
reafons  which  interdicted  him,  they  could  not 
enter  our  habitations.  The  youth  feemed  to  be 
about  three  or  four  years  younger  than  Otoo,  and 
had  taken  the  name  of  Whyeadooa,  in  confequence 
of  his  being  the  acknowledged  fovereign  of 
rahou,  under  his  brother  Otoo)  the  daughter  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  about  two  or  three  years  of  age,  to 
whom,  or  to  the  young  lady  remaining  at  Morea, 
I  did  not  underftand  that  any  particular  titles  or 
confequence  were  at  prefent  annexed ;  yet  this 
child  feemed  treated  with  much  refped;  and  at¬ 
tention. 

We  had  a  very  large  party  of  the  royal  family 
and  of  the  different  chiefs  to  dinner  at  the  mar¬ 
quee  ;  after  which  it  was  propofed,  that  the 

Heava  no  Britarney"  that  is,  the  Englifli  en¬ 
tertainments,  fhould  commence.  Pomurrey  re- 
.  quefted  that  fome  guns  from  the  fliips  fliould  be 
fired  'as^  a  prelude;  that  the  marines  on  fliore 
VoL.  I.  S  fhould 
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fljould  go  through  their  exercife,  and  fire ;  and  . 
that  the  efforts  of  the  field  pieces  fliould  be  ex¬ 
hibited.  From  the  latter  wxre  fired  both  round 
and  cannifter  fhot,  which  the  furrounding  mul¬ 
titude  beheld  wdth  furprize,  admiration,  and  ter¬ 
ror,  manifefted  by  their  expreffions,  particularly 
on  obfcrvdng  the  diftance  to  which  the  fmall 
three  pounders  threw  the  round  fliot ;  and  the 
execution  that  evidently  could  be  done  by  the 
cannifter,  which  was  fired  at  a  rock  in  the  fea, 
lying  at  a  convenient  diftance.  On  firing  with 
fome  difpatch,  three  rounds  from  the  field  pieces, 
the  fear  of  Pomurrey  completely  overcame  his 
curiofity,  and  he  exclaimed  Atce^'ara,'^  fignify- 
ing  he  was  perfeftly  fatisfied. 

In  the  evening,  we  were  very  fortunate  in  our 
dlfplay  of  fire-w^orks.  They  had  been  W'ell  pre¬ 
pared  and  preferved ;  and  were,  without  excep¬ 
tion,  of  their  various  kinds,  equal  to  any  I  ever 
law  difeharged  in  Europe.  A  numerous  crowd 
affcmbled  on  the  occafion  expreffed  as  much  as- 
tonifliment  and  admiration  as  if  thefe  had  been 
the  firft  exhibited  in  the  Ifland.  I  endeavoured 
to  prevail  on  Pomurrey  to  affift  in  the  perform¬ 
ance.  IFe  once  took  the  port  fire  in  his  hand, 
but  his  heart  failed,  and  calling  his  youngeft  wdfe 
Pier  re  te,  defired  I  wmild  inftrud:  her.  She  was 
by  no  means  fo  alarmed  as  her  hufband  ;  and, 
with  a  little  of  my  affiftance,  fhe  fired  feveral 

rockets^ 
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rockets,  a  Catharine  v/heel,  fome  flower-pots,  and 
balloons.  Having  dlfplayed  an  affortment  of 
thefc,  together  with  fome  water  rockets,  &c.  the 
exhibition  was  clofed ;  and  the  natives  retired  In 
the  moft  perfect  good  order  to  their  refpedlive 
habitations,  exceffively  well  pleafed  with  their 
entertainment;  although  It  was  evident,  that  the 
major  part  had  been  as  much  afFedted  by  terror 
I  as  admiration.  Pomurrey,  with  his  two  wives 
and  filler,  came  to  breakfafi:  the  next  morning, 
Sunday  the  8th,  and  expreffed  great  fatisfadlion 
I  and  many  thanks  for  the  pleafure  wdiich  the  laffc 
j  evening  had  afforded  them.  The  young  king, 
with  his  brother  and  filler,  honored  the  encamp¬ 
ment  alfo  with  their  prefence.  Underfiianding 
that  our  royal  party  wxre  about  to  leave  us  for 
fome  days,  prefents  were  made  them  on  the  oc- 
cafion ;  with  which,  highly  delighted  with  their 
cxcurfion,  and  their  reception  by  us,  they  de¬ 
parted. 

The  chronomicters  and  other  inftruments  had 
now"  been  landed  nearly  a  w^eek  ;  but,  owing  to 
the  very  unfettled  flate  of  the  w^eather,  until  this 
day,  we  had  not  been  able  to  get  correfponding 
altitudes.  The  like  eaufe  had  operated  alfo  in 

*•  i 

retarding  the  ge:nera]  tranfadlions  at  the  encamp¬ 
ment  ;  w^here  wdiilft  I  was  bufily  employed  at 
■  the  obfervatQry,  Poatatou  arrived.;  having  fent 
before  .him  a  rnagnificent  prefent  of  hogs,  vege- 

S  2  tables, 
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tables,  cloth,  mats,  &c.  I  had  been  very  inti¬ 
mate  with  this  chief  on  my  laft  vifit  to  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  we  perfedlly  recollefted  each  other  ;  and  the 
flncerity  of  my  friend,  and  his  wife  alfo,  did  not 
fpare  me  the  mortification  of  being  informed  a 
fecond  time,  that  I  was  grown  exceedingly  old. 
‘He  much  regretted  that  he  had  not  arrived  in 
time  to  partake  of  the  entertainments  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day  and  evening ;  as  he  had  never  been 
fo  fortunate  as  to  be  prefent  at  fuch  an  exhibi¬ 
tion.  Th  is  induced  me  to  promife,  that,  on  the 
return  of  Fomurrey  from  Morea,  a  fimilar  difplay 
fliould  take  place. 

Poatatou,  who  was  now  called  Htdka,  with 
his  wife  and  fifter,  accompanied  me  on  board. 
Amongft  the  valuables  with  which  I  prefented 
my  old  acquaintance  and  friend,  was  an  axe,  of 
which  his  fifter  became  fo  enamoured,  claiming 
•to  herfelf  a  part  of  the  prefent  1  had  received, 
that  Htdlea  was  under  the  necefifity  of  ufing  fome 
force  to  prevent  her  wTenching  it  out  of  his 
hand  ;  but,  on  my  making  a  fmall  addition  to 
the  articles  flie  had  received,  the  lady  became  re¬ 
conciled. 

Our  bufinefs  in  the  feveral  departments  was 
now  in  great  forwardnefs  ;  yet  we  w^ere  likely  to 
;  experience  an  inconvenience  in  procuring  fire¬ 
wood,  as  we  had  few  trees  in  our  neighbourhood 
but  fuch  as  bore  fruit.  On  mentioning  this 

circumftance 
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clrcumftance  to  Urriplah,  he  undertook,  with, 
WJiytooa,  Poeiio,  and  Moen'ce  an  inferior  chief;  to 
fupply  more  than  the  fliips  would  contain,  pro¬ 
vided  they  were  furnifhed  with  two  axes  each^, 
as,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  they  could  not  afford  to 
wear  out  their  own;  which,  on  my  part,  was 
readily  acceded  to.  ,  ,  ■ 

The  fea  had  broken  fo  much  into  the  river  as 
to  render  it  brackifli  and  unfit  for  ufe  near  our 
encampment ;  this  obliged  us  to  have  our  cafks^ 
filled  near  a  mile  off,  oppofite  Urrtpiali  s  habita¬ 
tion  ;  who  ordered  them  to  be  emptied,  and  fil¬ 
led,  for  the  purpofe  of  feafoning,  as  often  as  w^e 
defired ;  and  giving  them  in  charge  to  his  trufty 
domeftics,  they  remained  in  his  cuftody  feveral 
days  in  the  moft  perfedl  fafety.  This  condufl 
was  not  fingular ;  for  it  is  but  juftice  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  every  one  of  the  inhabitants  behaved 
with  an  uniform  propriety,  as  deferving  of  our 
thanks  as  of  our  commendations.  In  every  tranf* 
adlion,  they  were  emulous  to  afford  us  affiftance 
to  the  utmofi:  of  their  power  ;  and  feemed  amply 
and  fatlsfadlorlly  rewarded  for  their  exertions  in 
our  fervlce,  by  the  humble  return  of  a  few  beads, 
or  fmall  nails. 

The  departure  of  Fomurrey  s  family  was  dally 
put  off.  Mallow  being  very  defirous  that  we 
fhould  convey  him  home  in  one  of  our  boats;  but 
as  thefe,  as  w  ell  as  our  men,  were  too  much  em- 

S  3 
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ployed  to  be  fpared  for  this  purpofe,  we  were 
daily  honored  at  our  meals  with  moft:  of  this 
good  company;  and  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
that  their  deportment  at  table  was  now  fo  much 
improved,  that  the  major  part  condudled  them- 
felves  with  great  confiftency.  Excepting  the 
daughter  of  Opoone,  who  reigned  over  Bolabola, 
and  its  two  neighbouring  ifles,  we  had  now  the 
prefence  of  all  the  fovereigns  of  this  group  of 
iflands.  Opoone  had  formerly  conquered  and  an¬ 
nexed  the  iflands  of  Ulietea  and  Otaha  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Bolabola ;  but,  on  his  death,  the 
fovereignty  of  thefe  iflands  had,  in  right  of  na¬ 
tural,  or  original  fucceffion,  fallen  to  a  chief 
whofe  name  was  Mowree,  He  was  a  fhrewd  fen- 
fible  fellow,  affedled  to  be  well  'acquainted  with 
the  Englifh  language,  and  certainly  had  acquired 
fome  words  which  he  pronounced  fo  as  to  be  un- 
derftood.  He  was  a  brother  of  Pomurrev  s  mo- 
ther,  was  on  a  vifit  to  the  royal  family  here,  and 
was  by  them  treated  with  much  refpedt  and  at¬ 
tention. 

Hitherto  I  had  received  a  few  trifling  prefents 
of  provifions  only  from  Pomurrey,  who  had  lately 
expreffed  fome  regret  that  he  had  not  made  me  a 
return  for  the  many  ufeful  matters  I  had  beftow- 
cd  upon  him,  and  had  fixed  this  day  to  make  an 
acknowledgment. 

Towards  noon  Pomurrey  came  to  the  marquee, 

attended 
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attended  by  a  confidcrable  train.  He  was  pre-, 
ceded  by  three  men,  each  bearing  a  parri^  or 
mourning  drefs,  efteemed  the  moft  valuable  pre- 
fent  the  country  can  afford.  Many  of  the  reft 
were  laden  with  cloth,  fowls  and  vegetables  ; 
thefe  with  fome  very  large  hogs  which  brought 
up  the  rear,  made  altogether  a  very  fuperb  and 
grateful  compenfation.  Pomnrrey  and  his  wives 
dined  with  us ;  after  which  they  took  leave  of 
the  encampment  to  embark  for  Oparre,  there  to 
join  Mahow,  who  had  departed  early  in  the 
morning  for  Morea  ;  for  wdiich  illand  the  whole 
of  the  royal  party  were  to  fall  the  next  day ;  there 
they  propofed  to  land  Mai  low,  and,  in  the  courfe 
of  four  or  five  days,  return  ;  having  given  them 
to  underiland  we  fliould,  about  that  time,  be  on 
the  eve  of  our  departure.  They  were  faluted 
from  our  ftation  on  fliore,  on  their  way  on  board 
the  Difeovery,  where  a  canoe  was  waiting  to  re¬ 
ceive  them  ;  and  in  which  were  two  large  hogs, 
that  Pomurrey  had  defired  might  be  fent  me  from 
Oparre.  Confi dering  myfelf,  on  this  occafion, 
his  debtor,  I  endeavoured  to  difeover  what  w^ould 
be  moft  acceptable  in  return.  He  had  promifed 
to  follcit  a  file  for  a  man  in  his  canoe,  and  he 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept  any  other 
article.  After  a  fhort  ftay  on  board,  they  bade 
us  farewel,  and  were  faluted  wdth  eight  guns 
from  the  veffels,  Moft  of  the  chiefs  left  us,  in 

S  4  order 
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order  to  procure  fuch  articles  as  they  confidered 
might  be  acceptable  to  us  previoufly  to  our  de¬ 
parture. 

Mr.  Broughton,  Mr.  Menzies,  and  feveral  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Difcovery  and  Chatham  made  an 
excurfion  on  Friday  the  13th  to  the  weftward, 
towards  Opar^e,  and  the  country  in  its  vicinity  ; 
which,  together  with  the  abfence  of  the  chiefs 
and  their  attendants,  fo  much  reduced  our  fo- 
ciety,  that  the  encampment  had  the  appearance 
of  being  almoft  deferted. 

At  day-break  the  next  morning,  Saturday  the 
14th,  I  received  a  meflage  from  Pomurrey,  ac¬ 
quainting  me  with  the  death  of  Mafiow  ;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  their  voyage  to  Morea  was  at 
an  end.  Little  concern  could  poffibly  be  felt  on 
this  occafion.  Mahow's  relief  from  the  wTetched 
condition  in  which  he  exifted,  was  directed  by 
humanity  to  be  efteemed  a  moft  happy  event ; 
particularly  when  the  very  fingular  treatment  is 
confidered,  which  this  poor  being  endured  whilft 
in  our  neighbourhood.  Almoft  every  evening, 
and  fometimes  twice  in  the  night,  he  was  brought 
in  the  litter  from  the  royal  habitation  near  the 
point,  and  placed  in  fome  one  of  our  tents  for  a 
fhort  time,  and  then  carried  back  again.  In  the 
day-time  he  was  either  vifiting  the  encampment, 
or,  in  the  heat  of  the  fun,  or  in  the  midft  of  rain 
was  rowed  round  the  Iblps,  and  infifted  one  even- 
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ing  on  ileeplng'on  board  the  Chatham.  He  was 
very  fond  of  tea,  and  extremely  defirous  that 
whatever  nourllbment  he  took  lliould  be  drefled 
in  the  Englifli  fafhlon.  The  condudl  obferved 
towards  this  dying  man,  feemed  calculated,  if 
not  intended,  to  haften  his  diflolution.  This 
however,  was  not  to  be  reconciled  with  the  ge¬ 
neral  deportment  ,of  the  whole  royal  party,  and 
efpecially  with  that  of  Ponnirrey,  who  appeared 
to  regard  him  with  great  tendernefs  and  affec¬ 
tion.  I  w'as  particularly  inquifitive  wT^y  he  was 
fo  haraffed  about  ;  and  they  all  agreed  it  was  in 
confequence  of  his  own  defire,  w^hich,  fo  far  as 
could  be  learned,  feemed  didlated  by  fuperftitious 
notions. 

I  defired  the  meflenger  to  inform  Fomwrey, 
that  I  would  attend  the  funeral  folemnities  of 
the  deceafed  the  next  day.  On  the  morning  of 
Sunday  the  ir>th  he  again  returned  with  a  requefl: 
from  Pomurrey,  that  I  would  not  vifit  Oparre 
until  Tuefday,  when  the  religious  interdiction 
under  which  that  diftridt  had  been  laid  would 
be  at  an  end,  no  communication  at  prefent  being 
permitted  between  the  inhabitants  of  Oparre  and 
thofe  of  the  other  parts  of  the  ifland.  This  was 
made  generally  known  by  the  dilplay  of  flags  in 
the  feveral  path- ways  ;  not  a  canoe  w^as  fuffered 
to  move  along  the  fliores  ;  nor  was  a  fire  allowed 
to  be  made ;  w  hich  produced  a  degree  of  folem- 

nity. 
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nity,  that  was  very  expreffive  of  the  concern  felt 
for  the  death  of  this  chief,  and  of  his  confcquence 
and  refpedlability.  Numerous  fires  had  been  ob- 
ferved  the  preceding  day  all  over  the  diftrI6L  of 
Oparre.  Thefe,  we  were  given  to  underftand, 
were  ceremonies  of  a  religious  nature  coofequent 
on  the  demife  of  Alaliow;  and  it  is  reafonable  to 
fuppofe  that  the  mourners  took  advantage  of  this 
ordinance  to  cook  fufficient  provifions  for  the 
time  of  the  interdicilon. 

Our  provifions  having  been  fupplied  in  the 
greateft  abundance,  permiflion  was  now*  granted 
for  the  purchafe  of  curlofities,  agreeably  to  my 
promlfe  contained  in  the  reftriftive  orders  of  the 
25th  of  December  lafl:.  And  as  nothing  worthy 
of  attention  had  occurred  in  our  neighbourhood 
durinsf  the  ab fence  of  Mr.  Brous^hton  and  his 
party,  Ifhalliniert  fuch  obfcrvations  made  during 
their  excurfion,  as  were  communicated  to  me  on 
their  return. 

Our  gentlemen  embarked  in  a  canoe  belonging 
to  Mowree,  the  fovereign  of  Ulietea,  who  toge¬ 
ther  with  Whytooa  and  his  wife  accompanied 
them  towards  Oparre.  On  their  way  they  landed 
for  the  purpofe  of  feeing  the  moral  of  Tapoota^ 
pootatea.  Mowree,  who  attended  them,  on  ap¬ 
proaching  the  facred  fpot,  defired  the  party 
would  flop  until  he  fiiould  addrefs  the  Eatooa. 
For  this  purpofe  he  feated  himfelf  on  the  ground, 

and 
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and  began  praying  before  a  watta,  ornamented 

with  a  piece  of  wood  indifFerently  carved,  on 

which  was  placed,  for  the  prefent  occafion,  a 

bundle  of  cloth  and  fome  red  feathers.  During 

/ 

this  ejaculation,  which  took  up  a  confidcrable 
time,  the  names  of  the  party  were  twice  men¬ 
tioned.  He  lihewife  repeated  the  names  of  the 
feveral  commanders  who  had  vifited  the  ifland 
together  with  thofe  of  Kee?ie  Corge'  (that  is/ 
King  George)  and  BritarneT  which  were  fre¬ 
quently  expreffed.  When  thefe  introdudlory 
ceremonies  wxre  finifhed,  Mozvree  attended  them 
to  every  part  of  the  moral,  and  explained  every 
particular.  He  appeared  to  be  well  verfed  in  all 
the  ceremonials  and  rites  appertaining  to  their 
religion,  which  made  the  party  greatly  lament 
their  want  of  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  lan¬ 
guage,  as  they  w-ere  unable  to  comprehend  his 
meaning,  except  in  a  few  common  inftances. 
Having  left  the  moral,  and  proceeded  wxftward 
about  a  mile,  they  arrived  at  a  houfe  furrounded 
by  a  plantation  of  ava  belonging  to  Urripiah, 
who  was  then  at  dinner  with  a  numerous  com¬ 
pany  of  our  Matavai  friends  ;  and  whilft  our  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  taking  fome  retrefliment,  a  mef- 
fenger  arrived  from  Wliytooa,  whofe  guefts  they 
were  to  be,  and  who  had  gone  before  them  from 
the  moral,  requeftlng  their  attendance  at  his  ha¬ 
bitation,  which  they  found  fi tuated  on  the  verge 

of 
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of  the  fca  fliore.  In  the  front  of  it  was  an  ava 
plantation,  interfpcrfed  with  fugar  cane,  and  ba¬ 
nanas  ;  near  the  houfe  was  a  fmall  fhrubbery,  of 
native  ornamental  plants.  The  whole  fnrrounded 
by  a  well  conftrudied  fence  of  bamboo,  neatly 
interfered  with  clean  paths,  that  led  in  dif¬ 
ferent  diredlions,  produced  an  effed:  that  was  ex¬ 
tremely  pleafmg,  and  redounded  much  to  the 
credit  and  ingenuity  of  the  proprietor.  Wliytooa 
had  taken  very  efFedual  means  to  provide  for 
their  entertainment ;  for  a  large  hog  had  been 
committed  to  the  oven,  and  was  nearly  ready 
for  the  table,  with  an  abundance  of  other  re- 
frefhments.  The  manfion  was  large  and  airy. 
By  lines  ftretched  acrofs,  they  had  quiet  pofTef* 
flon  of  one  half  of  the  building ;  and  this  partis 
tlon  prevented  the  idle  curiofity  of  the  affembled 
natives  from  interrupting  the  comfort  of  their 
repaft.  In  the  afternoon  they  were  vifited  by 
TJrrlplah  and  fome  of  his  attendants.  He  ob^ 
ferved,  that,  in  the  abfence  of  his  royal  brothers, 
and  other  principal  chiefs,  it  was  not  improbable 
that  fome  of  the  natives  might  take  advantage 
of  this  circumftancc,  and  difcontinue  their  pre^ 
fent  orderly  behaviour  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  veflels  and  the  encampment.  He  therefore 
requefted  Mr.  Broughton  w^ould,  in  his  name, 
write  to  me,  recommending  the  five  following 
chiefs  to  be  admitted  into  our  fociety  on  board 

and 
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and  on  fliore ;  whofe  prefence  would  be  the 
means  of  eft^ually  reftraining  the  populace^ 
Their  names  wcvcPoeno,  Matlapo,  and  Moerree, 
of  Mataval ;  and  Tatoah,  and  Arreheah  of  Hapi» 
no  ;  in  the  proteftion  and  good  offices  of  whom 
we  may  place  the'  fulleft  confidence.  Matlapo 
being  prefent,  he  was  charged  by  Mr.  Broughton 
with  this  embafly.  From  our  earlieft  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  this  royal  and  worthy  chief,  his  mind 
had  appeared  to  be  wholly  engrofled  in  devifing 
the  rneans  for  our  comfort,  and  for  preferving  a 
friendly  and  good  underftanding  between  us  and 
his  countrymen  ;  and  even  here,  though  retired 
to  his  cottage,  he  was  found  equally  zealous  in 
the  fame  laudable  purfuit.  They  were  alfo  com¬ 
plimented  by  the  young  king  Otoo  with  a  vifit. 
His  approach  was  announced  by  the  ufual  cere¬ 
mony  of  all  the  natives  prefent  uncovering  their 
^fhoulders ;  and  as  he  could  not  with  propriety 
enter  IVhytooa  s  fence,  they  paid  him  their  re-r 
fpefts  on  the  beach  ;  whence,  alter  receiving 
fome  trinkets,  he  haftened  with  his  royal  fifter, 
each  carried  as  before,  to  meet  Pomurrey^  v/ho 
was  about  to  land  at  the  moral.  Towards  the 
evening,  a  feene  was  prefented  that  gave  a  very 
different  turn  to  the  feelings  of  the  party.  On 
paying  their  refpedts  to  the  royal  family,  who  had 
landed  near  them,  the  forrow  and  dejedl’on  which 
appeared  in  the  countenance  of  Poimirreyl  in¬ 
duced 
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tluced  an  inquiry  into  tlie  caufe  of  his  melan¬ 
choly;  he  replied  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  that 
‘‘  Maiooara  Mahow  was  dead.”  Urrtptali  on 
hearing:  the  news  burft  into  a  flood  of  tears  ;  and 
a  forrowful'  gloomy  fadnefs  foon  overfpread  the 
whole  aflembly.  On  advancing  a  little  further, 
we  obferved  the  queen- mother  and  Fter  re  te  in 
-tears  near  the  canoe  from  which  they  had  landed, 
fearching  a  bundle  containing  fome  fliark’s  teeth, 
with  which  the  Vvomen  of  this  country  torture 
themielves,  to  manifeft  their  grief  on  fuch  occa- 
fions.  After  each  had  made  choice  of  an  Inftru- 
meiit  for  this  purpofe,  they  retired  in  filent  afHic- 
tion  to  a  neighbouring  plantation. 

The  next  morning,  (Monday  the  1  6th)  they 
WQVC  again  honored  by  a  vifit  from  0 too  and  fe- 
vcral  of  the  chiefs,  in  their  way  to  the  moral.  Soon 
after,  a  canoe  covered  wdth  an  awning  was  fecn 
coming  from  the  weftward,  paddling  in  a  flow 
and  folcmn  manner  tow^ards  the  moral,  in  which 
w^as  the  corpfe  of  the  deceafed  chief.  On  their 
expreffing  great  anxiety  to  fee  Ponmrrey  for  the 
purpofe  of  obtaining  permiffion  to  attend  the  bu¬ 
rial  ceremonv,  they  w^re  informed  that  he  was 
gone  to  the  moral,  but  wmuld  have  no  objedilon 
tto  their  being  prefent.  They  proceeded ;  and, 
near  the  rivulet  that  flow^s  by  Urrtplali  s  houfe, 
they  faw  the  queeii'-mother,  Fter  re  /e,  and  the 
widow"  of  the  deceafed  Mahow ^  fitting, all  in  tears; 

and 
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and  in  the  paroxyfms  of  their  afflidtion,  wound¬ 
ing  their  heads  with  the  fliark’s  teeth  they  had 
prepared  the  preceding  evening.  The  widow  had  a 
fmall  fpot  fliaved  on  the  crown  of  her  head,  which 
was  bloody,  and  bore  other  evident  marks  of  hav¬ 
ing  frequently  undergone  the  cruel  effedl  of  her 
defpair.  Being  apprehenfive  that  the  prefence  of 
ftrangers  might  be  unwelcome,  they  took  leave, 
and  repaired  to  the  morai,  where  the  priefts  had 
already  begun  their  funeral  folemnities.  Ponmr- 
rey,  UrripiaJi,  and  others,  filently  affenting,  they 
moved  quietly  through  the  affembly,  and  w^ere 
feated  with  as  little  interruption  to  the  duties,  as 
on  entering  a  church  in  England  after  the  fervice 
as  commenced.  Five  priefts  were  feated  before 
Pcmnrrey,  chanting  a  prayer,  with  their  faces 
towards  Otoo,  v/ho  fat  on  a  man’s  lap.  About 
ten  yards  from  him  was  held  a  bundle  of  cloth, 
which  contained  emblematically  the  Eatooa ;  a 
general  name  for  their  deities.  The  body  of  Ma- 
hoWy  wrapped  in  Englifh  red  cloth,  was  depo- 
■fited  under  an  awning  in  a  canoe,  whofe  bow 
was  drawn!  up  a  little  W'ay  on  the  beach  near  the 
morai,  and  was  attended  by  one  man  only  at  her 
ftcrn  up  to  his  middle  in  water,  to  prevent  her 
driving  from  the  fpot.  The  priefts  continued 
chanting  their  prayers,  frequently  exalting  their 
voices,  until  they  ended  in  a  very  flirill  tone.  He 
’  who,  on  this  occafion,  performed  the  office  of 

chief 
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chief  prieft,  was  dlfcovered  to  be  our  friend  Mow* 
ree,  whole  prayer  was  equally  fervent,  and  con-* 
tinned  nearly  half  an  hour  longer  than  the  reft ; 
during  which  he  was  occafionally  joined  by  ano* 
ther  prieft  in  a  very  flirlll  tone  oi  voice.  This 
prayer  of  Mowree  s  feemed  at  intervals,  like  an 
expoftulation  with  the  Divinity,  by  adverting  to 
the  different  produdions  of  the  ifland  remaining, 
and  ftill  flouriihing  in  the  greateft  plenty,  and 
yet  Maloaara  Mahow  was  fuffered  to  die; 

The  addrefs  being  ended  they  all  rofe  up,  and 
proceeded  wxftward  along  the  fliore,  followed  by 
the  canoe  in  which  was  the  corpfe,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  rivulet,  where  the  three  royal  ladies  ftill 
continued  to  indulge  their  exceffive  grief ;  and 
who,  on  perceiving  the  canoe,  burft  forth  into  a 
loud  yell  of  lamentation,  wffich  was  accompa¬ 
nied  by  an  accelerated  application  of  the  fliark’s 
teeth,  until  the  blood  very  freely  followdng,  min¬ 
gled  with  their  tears.  The  canoe  entered  the 
brook,  and  proceeded  towards  another  moral  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountains,  where  the  ceremonies 
to  be  performed  on  the  body  of  the  deceafed  re¬ 
quired  fuch  fecrecy,  that,  on  no  account,  could 
our  gentlemen  be  permitted  to  attend,  although 
it  w^as  moft  earneftly  requefted.  As  fome  allevia¬ 
tion  to  this  difappointment,  P omur r ey 

they  fnould  fee  the  manner  in  which  the  remains 
«/ 

w^ould  be  depofited  the  next  day,  and  earneftly 

intreated 
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intreated  they  would  defift  from  following  the 
proceiiion  any  further  on  the  prefent  occafion. 
As  it  was  generally- fufped;ed  that  the  body  .was 
now  to  undergo  the  procefs  of  embalming,  the 
party  much  lamented  interdittion,  as  it 

deprived  them  of  the  only  opportunity  that  pof- 
iibly  might  ever  occur  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  this  operation  ;  whence  might 
be  derived  not  only  curious^  but  ufeful  anatomi¬ 
cal  information.  This  prompted  Mr.  Menzies 
to  renew  his  felicitations  to  Fomilrrey  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  alone  ;  but  as  thefe  were  attended  with 
no  better  fuccefs  they  determined  to  abandon 
thefe  melancholy  folemnities,  and  extend  their 
excurfion  a  few  miles  weftward  to  Pojniirreys 
refidence ;  which  theyTound  pleafantly  fituated 
near  the  fhore,  confifting  of  two  large  houfes 
lately  erected.  Here  they  were  entertained  v*itli 
a  heava  performed  by  a  number  -of  very  young 
girls,  in  the  vv^anton  manner  of  the  country.  At 
a  particular  part  of  the  dance,  a  fellow  ftept  in 
amongfi:  the  performers,  and  in  a  very  obfcenc 
though  ludicrous  manner  entertained  the  native 
audience  ;  but,  on  our  gentlemen  expreffing  their 
abhorrence  of  fuch  indecorous  behaviour,  the 
girls,  in  finilhlng  their  parts,  did  not  expofe 
their  perfons  below  thp  waift.  After  diftributing 
feme  prefents  to  the  young  adtrelics,  they  retired  ; 
VoL.  I.  '  I  and 
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and  difedling  their  route  back,  through  the  plan’- 
tations,  foon  arrived  at  theihoufe  of  a  chief,  where 
Why  too  a  having  provided  an  excellent  rcpafi:  they 
were  fumptuoufly  regaled. 

In  the  evening,  as  they  returned  to  our  friend’s 
■  houfe,  they  obferved  many  fires  were  burning  at 
Oparre,  as  if  a  grand  entertainment  was  prepar¬ 
ing  ;  they  however  fared  as  ufual ;  and  after  fup- 
per,  on  requefting  their  worthy  hoft  would  join 
in  a  glafs  of  grog,  to  the  health  of  friends  in 
tarne,  he,  though  extremely  fond  of  the  liquor, 
very  politely  declined  the  invitation  ;  faying,  there 
was  but  little  for  themfelves,  and  he  would  there¬ 
fore  drink  Britarne'  in  a  bowl  of  Otaheitean 

ava,  which  was  immediately  prepared. . 

« 

Before  break  of  day,  Mowree  acquainted  them, 
that,  as  religious  reftriftions  were  laid  on  all  the 
canoes  in  that  part  of  the  ifland,  his  could  not  be 
launched ;  he  was  informed  this  would  not  be 
any  inconvenience,  as  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
party  to  return  by  land ;  and  requefted,  that 
IVhytooa  would  prepare  them  an  early  breakfafl. 
This,  Whytooa  hoped  they  would  excufe,  as  fires 
were  interdifted,  and  cooking  could  not  be  fuf- 
fered  at  his  houfe ;  but  that  he  would  endeavour 
to  provide  them  with  fome  refrefhment  on  their 
journey,  when  out  of  the  dlftrift  of  Oparre.  Ac¬ 
companied  by  their  worthy  hoft  and  hoftefs,  they. 


now 
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now  fet  forth  on  their  return,  highly  impreffcd 
with  the  attentive  kindnefs  and  hofpitality  they 
had  received. 

On  reaching  the  rivulet,  they  rcquefted  to  be  - 
fliewn  the  morai  to  which  the  remains  of  Mahow 
had  been  carried  the  preceding,  day.  The  road 
v/as  pointed  out,  but  having  advanced  a  little 
way  a  meffage  was  delivered,  requefting  they 
Would  return.  On  explaining  the  promife  made 
hyPomiirrey,  much  hefitatlon  enfued;  after  which 
WhytGoa  directed  one  of  the  natives  only  to  ac¬ 
company  them,  giving  him  at  the  fame  time  very 
particular  injundlions.  Mr.  Broughton  and  Mr. 
Menzies  follow^ed  this  man,  who  appeared  ex¬ 
ceedingly  cautious  and  apprehenfive  of  every  ftep 
he  took.  They  had  not  proceeded  far  when  a 
general  folltary  gloom  prevailed ;  all  the  lioufcs 
were  deferted,  and  not  a  living  creature,  except¬ 
ing  two  or  three  dogs,  were  to  be  teen  until  they 
arrived  near  the  morai ;  where,  in  a  fmail  houfe, 
three  men  were  obferved,  who,  moil;  probably, 
were  the  centincls  of  the  facred  place.  Thefe 
queftioned  the  guide  in  a  very  particular  manner, 
and  then  acquainted  him;  that  the  body  of  Mahow 
had  been  removed  to  the  morai,  where  it  had 
flopped  the  day  before  ;  and  that  Pomurrey  was 
there  alfo.  ■  They  now  took  a  curfory  view  of 
the  holy  fpot,  vvhich  afforded  little  worthy  of 
notice.  It  was  terminated  by  high  perpcndicu- 

T  2  lar 
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lar  rocks,  whence  iffiied  feveral  ftreams  of  w’^ater, 
whofc  continued  murmurs,  affifted  by  the  wild 
and  gloomy  fituation  of  the  moral,  gave  an  aw¬ 
ful  folemnity  to  the  place,  and  fitted  it  to  the 
mournful,  facred  purpofe,  for  which  it  is  defigned. 
On  the  return  of  thefe  two  gentlemen  to  join  the 
reft  of  the  party,  they  palled  the  refidence  of  the 
young  king  Otoo,  It  confifted  of  a  middling- 
fized  houfe,  inclofed  by  a  railing  of  wood,  fitu- 
atcd  on  the  confines  of  the  diftrlfts  of  Matavai 
and  Oparre  ;  beyond  which  the  religious  interdic¬ 
tions  did  not  feem  to  extend  any  great  diftance^ 
as  they  foon  afterwards  partook  of  an  excellent 
break faft  that  Whytooa  had  taken  care  to  provide. 
They  then  returned  to  the  encampment,  ex¬ 
tremely  wxll  pleafed  with  their  excurfion,  oo 
which  they  had  been  conftantly  attended  by  fc- 
veral  of  the  natives,  who  wxre  always  ftruggling 
to  be  foremoft  in  acls  of  friendly  attention  ;  fuch 
as  carrying  the  party  over  the  rivulets;  taking 
charge  of  their  fuperfluous  apparel,  and  other 
bundles;  which,  although  comprifed  of  many  ar¬ 
ticles  highly  valuable  to  them,  yet,  in  juftice  ta 
their  honefty,  it  muft  be  recorded  that  the  moft 
triviaf  article  was  not  miffed. 

I  fiiall  take  leave  of  this  excurfion  by  adding  a 
few  ideas  which,  though  principally  founded  on 
conjedlure,  may  not  be  unimportant,  as  they  re- 
fpedl  thefe  peculiar  religious  ceremonies.-  The 

opinion 
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opinion  that  the  operation  of  embalming  com¬ 
menced  at  the  morai  near  the  mountains  was 
moft  probably  correft.  One  of  the  principal  parts 
of  this  ceremony  I  have  been  given  to  underftand, 
is  always  performed  in  great  fecrecy,  and  wdth 
much  religious  fuperftition;  this  is  the  difem- 
bo  we] ling  of  the  body.  The  bow^els  are,  by  the! 
people,  coniidered  as  the  immediate  organs  of 
fenfatlon,  where  the  firft  impreffions  are  received, 
and  by  which  all  the  operations  of  the  mind  are 
earned  on:  it  is  therefore  natural  to  conclude,  that 
they  may  efteem,  and  venerate  the  inteftines,  as 
bearing  the  greateft  affinity  to  the  immortal  part. 
I  have  frequently  held  converfations  on  this  fub- 
jed:,  with  a  view  to  convince  them,  that  all  in- 
telleclual  operations  were  carried  on  in  the  head ; 
at  which  they  wmuld  generally  fmile,  and  inti¬ 
mate,  that  they  had  frequently  feen  men  reco¬ 
ver  whofe  fculls  had  been  fradured,  and  whofq 
heads  had  other  wife  been  much  injured ;  but 
that,  in  all  cafes  in  wdrlch  the  inteftines  had  been 
wounded,  the  perfons  on  a  certainty  died.  Other 
arguments  they  would  alfo  advance  in  favor  of 
their  belief;  fuch  as  the  effed  of  fear,  and  other, 
paffions,  which  caufed  great  agitation  and  unea- 
finefs,  and  would  fometimes  produce  ficknefs  at 
the  ftomach,  v/hich  they  attributed  intirely  to 
the  adion  of  the  bowels.  If  therefore  this  rea- 
foning  be  admitted,  it  would  appear  probable 

T  3  that 
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that  the  inteftines  of  Makow  were  depofited  at 
the  moral  under  the  mountains ;  and  as  it  is  na¬ 
tural  to  imagine  they  would  corjjider  the  foul 
moft  attached  to  thofe  mortal  parts  w  hich  bore 
to  it  the  greatefi:  affinity,  fo  wherever  thofe  parts 
were  depofited,  there  they  may  probably  fuppofe 
the  foul  occafionally  reforts.  And  hence  it  may 
be  inferred,  that  it  is  in  the  places  made  facred 
by  the  depofit  of  thefe  relics,  that  the  ceremony 
of  chief  mourner,  habited  in  the  parte,  is  per¬ 
formed  ;  whofe  bufmefs  it  is  to  keep  off  the  inqul- 
fitlve,  and  to  maintain  as  far  as  poffible  a  profound 
filence  over  a  certain  fpace  in  which  he  parades, 
having  a  kind  of  mace,  armed  wdth  ffiark’s  teeth, 
borne  before  him  by  a  man  almoft  naked,  whofe 
duty  is  to  affall  any  one  with  this  formidable 
weapon,  who  may  have  the  temerity  to  venture 
w^ithin  his  reach.'  This  may  account  for 
foods  dlfmclmation  to  permit  our  gentlemen  to 
vifit  the  moral ;  the  apparently  deferted  houfes  ; 

*  w 

and  the  apprehenfions  of  the  guide,  who  ftarted 
at  the  leaft  interruption  of  the  profound  and  fo- 
lemn  filence  wfoicli  prevailed  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Xwo  Natives  ptinijhed  for  Theft — Ohfequies  of 
Mahovo — Several  Articles  foleji — Meafures  for 

their  Recovery - Towereeroo  the  Sandwich 

IJlander  ahfconds — Brought  hack  hy  Pomurrey 
— Sail  from  Matavai  Bay — Charadler  of  Po^ 
murrey’ — His  JVives — Changes  in  the  Govern- 

'  merit  of  Otaheite - AJlronomical  and  nautical 

Ohfervations. 

ON  the  morning  of  Tuefday  the  l/th  we 
were  vifited  by  the  young  king,  his  uncles, 
and  feveral  other  chiefs  from  Oparre.  Two  men 
had  been  detedled  in  ftealing  a  hat  from  on  board 
the  Difeovery  ;  and,  as  feveral  other  petty  thefts 
had  been  committed  at  the  encampment,  I  dcT 
fired  the  delinquents  to  be  fent  on  fliore,  that 
they  might  be  punifhed  in  the  prefence  of  their 
chiefs,  and  countrymen,  which  was  done  by 
fliaving  their  heads,  and  beftowing  on  each  a 
flight  manual  corredlion. 

A  mefTaoiie  was  received  from  Pomurrey,  re- 
quefting  my  attendance  at  Oparre,  to  tiehqhf 
that  is,  to  mourn  for  the  death  of  Mahowu  It 
was  underfiood  to  be  much  wiflied,,  that  we 

T  4  fliould 
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fliouid  be  provided  to  fire  fome  vollies  ;  and  that 
1  lliould  prefent,  on  this  occafion,  a  piece  of  red 
cloth  as  an  offering  to  the  deceal'ed.  I  w^as  in¬ 
formed  alfo  that  moft  of  the  neighbouring  chiefs 
were  to  pay  their  laft  tribute  of  refpedl  to  the  re¬ 
mains  of  MahoW)  and  that  the  ceremony  would 
confequently  be  attended  with  many  formalities; 
but  on  our  arrival  at  Oparre  there  did  not  appear 
the  leafi;  foundation  for  any  fuch  report.  Mr. 
Broughton  and  Mr.  Whidbey  accompanied  me. 
On  our  landing,  we  v/ere  condufted  to  a  tempo¬ 
rary  habitation  of  Pomiirrey^  where  we  found  him, 
his  wives,  and  fillers,  in  readinefs  to  receive  us. 
Some  little  concern  was  certainly  apparent  for 
the  lofs  of  their  friend  and  relation;  though  very 
unequal  to  the  affliction  I  expedfed  to  have  wit- 
neffed,  from  the  great  care,  and  tender  regard, 
manifefted  to  Mahow  by  the  whole  party  when 
alive.  The  grief  of  thefe  people  is  of  two  de- 
feriptions,  natural  and  artificial ;  it  is  exceffive 
on  the  firft  impulfe,  but  foon  moderates  and 
wears  away. 

The  corpfe  was  laid  on  the  tapapaoo,  which 
feemed  to  have  been  eredfed  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pole  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  eaftward  of 
the  grand  morai ;  (or  as  it  is  called,  “  tapoota- 

pootatea”)  and  appeared  to  be  then  undergo¬ 
ing  the  latter  part  of  the  embalming  procefs,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  deferibed  by  Captain  Cook 

in 
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in  the  iiiftance  of  Tee.  The  body  was  expofed 
to  the  fun  ;  and,  on  our  approach,  the  covering 
was  taken  oiF,  which  exhibited  the  corpfe  in  a 
very  advanced  ftate  of  putrefadlion.  The  Ikin 
fhone  very  bright  with  the  cocoa-nut  oil,  with 
which  it  had  been  anointed,  and  which,  we  un- 
derftood,  was  highly  impregnated  with  aehlghy^ 
or  fweet-fcented  wood.  One  of  the  arms  and  a 
leg  being  moved,  the  joints  appeared  perfectly 
flexible.  The  extremely  offenfi\  e  exhalations  that 
were  emitted,  rendered  it  natural  to  conclude, 
that  the  whole  mafs  would  foon  be  completely 
decompofed  ;  but,  if  credit  may  be  given  to  their 
affertions,  which  were  indubitably  confirmed  by 
the  remains  of  Tee,  and  to  which  I  could  myfelf 
bear  teftimony,  this  will  not  be  the  cafe.  Po- 
murrey  informed  us,  the  corpfe  w^as  to  remain  a 
month  in  this  place  ;  then  a  month  w’as  to  be 
employed  in  its  vifiting  fome  of  the  weftern  dif- 

tridts  ;  after  which  it  was  to  be  removed  to  Tia- 

• 

raboo  for  another  month ;  wdience  it  w^as  to  be 
carried  to  Morea,  and  there  finally  depofitcd  wdth 
his  forefathers  in  the  m.orai  of  the  family.  In 
the  courfc  of  a  few  months  after  its  arrival  there, 
it  wmuld  gradually  begin  to  moulder  aw^ay,  but 
by  fuch  very  flow  degrees,  that  feveral  months 
would  elapfe  before  the  body  would  be  entirely 
con  fumed. 

This  method  of  embalming,  or  rather  of  pre- 

ferving 
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ferving  hupian  bodies,  is  certainly  an  object  of 
great  curiofity ;  particularly,  when  it  is  confi- 
dered  that  is  performed  under  the  influence  of  a 
vertical  fun  ;  fometimes  in  the  rainy  feafon  ;  and 
that  the  operators  are  totally  ignorantiof  the  pro- 
p'erties  of  fpices,  falts,  &c.  &c.  as  antifeptics. 
Whether  their  preparations  be  limple  or  com¬ 
pounded,  pr  ^hat  may  be  the  peculiarities  ob- 
ferved  in  the  procefs,  remains,  I  believe,  intirely 
rinhnown  tp  Europeans ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  re¬ 
gretted,  that  their  religious  interdidlions  precluded 
our  attending  the  whole  of  thefe  myfterious  ob- 
fequies,  as  many  velTels  may  vifit  this  country 
without  meeting  fb  favorable  an  opportunity, 
with  perfons  on  board  qualified  and  inclined  to 
dired:  fuch  enquires  into  effedl. 

The  boat’s  crew  were  ranged  before  the  pal¬ 
ing  that  encompaffed  the  tapapaoo ;  the  piece  of 
red  cloth  was  given  to  the  widow,  who  fpread  it 
over  the  dead  body  ;  fome  vollieg  were  then  fired, 
and  I  was  direded  to  pronounce  Tera  no  oea 
Mahow,"'  that  is.  For  you  Mahow.  On  fome 
rain  falling,  the  body  was  taken  under  cover, 
and  carefully  wrapped  up.  We  had  but  a  few' 
yards  to  retire  to  Fonnirrey\  habitation,  where 
himfelf  and  family  had  taken  up  a  temporary 
abode  for  this  occafion  ;  but  the  exceedingly  of- 
fenfive  fineli  of  the  corpfe  obliged  us  tp  proceed 
to  an  excellent  new  houfe  of  Why1ooa\,  a  little 

to 
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to  the  weftward  of  PomiLrrey  s  former  habitation, 
wlilch  had  been  deftroyed  during  the  late  wars, 
and  had  not  been  rebuilt ;  nor  did  it  appear  that 
he  had  any  other  houfe  at  prefent  in  this  part  of 
the  dlftridl.  Here  we  dined,  and  returned  to 
Matavai  with  two  large  hogs,  prefented  on  this 
mournful  occafion  by  the  widow  of  Mahow. 

Our  friends  with  their  axes  made  fo  little  pro- 
grcls,  that  on  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the 
1.8th,  I  requefted  Unipiah  would  point  out  fuch 
trees  as  we  might  cut  down  ourfelves.  This, 
with  TPhytooas  affiftance,  he  fhortly  did ;  and 
we  procured  of  the  apple,  and  bread-fruit,  fuf- 
ficient  numbers  to  fupply  our  w^ants,.  Parties  for 
this  fervice  were  fent  on  fiiore,  and  the  axes  lent 
to  the  chiefs  for  this  exprefs  purpofe,  were  di- 
recled  to  be  forthwith  returned  ;  with  which  Z7r- 
npiah,  Wliytooay  and  Poem,  im. mediately  com¬ 
plied. 

The  mourning  for  Mahow  being  now  at  an 
erid,  the  royal  females  paid  us  a  vlfit,  and  returned 
after  dinner  to  Oparre.  Pomurrey,  his  father, 
wives,  brothers  and  fifters,  with  our  fevcral 
friends,  w^ere  again  about  us  the  next  morning^ 
perfedlly  cheerful  and  in  high  fpirits.  As  Sun¬ 
day  was  now^  determined  upon  for  our  departure, 
the  preceding  evening  w^as  fixed  for  a  further  dif- 
play  of  fire- works,  in  which  all  our  friends  feemed 
to  anticipate  much  pleafure.  Pomurrey  returned 
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the  in  evening  to  Oparre,  for  the  purpofe  of  pro¬ 
curing  iis  fuch  fupplies  as  he  thought  would  be 
acceptable  prevloufly  to  our  failing. 

A  great  number  of  prefents  were  recelvxd  on 
board  on  the  morning  of  Friday  the  20th,  con- 
fifting  of  hogs,  fowls,  goats,^'  roots  and  vege¬ 
tables,  from  our  feveral  friends  ;  who  had  uni¬ 
formly  condufted  themfelves  with  the  greateft 
propriety,  and  who  all  appeared  to  regret  that  the 
period  of  pur  departure  was  now  fo  near  at  hand. 
In  the  midft  of  this  happy  intercourfe  and  defir- 
able  harmony,  a  circumftance  unfortunately  oc¬ 
curred,  which  occafioned  much  concern.  A  bag, 
containing  a  large  quantity  of  linen  belonging  to 
Mr.  Broughton,  had  been  artfully  taken  out  of 
the  marquee.  Moerree^  who  had  offered  to  be  a 
cutter  of  wood,  had  neither  fent  any  down  fince 
the  firft  or  fecond  day,  nor  had  he  returned  the 
axes  with  which  he^  had  been  furniflied.  This 
led  me  to  fufpedl  he  Intended  fomething  unfair  ; 
of  which,  as  well  as  of  the  theft,  I  acquainted 
UrripiaJu  who  immediately  replied  he  w^ould  go 
in  queft  both  of  the  axes  and  the  linen.  He 
fcemed,  by  no  means,  to  be  ignorant  of  the  theft> 
and  requefted  I  would  apply  to  Whytooa,  Vv^ho, 
having  in  a  more  particular  manner  attached  him- 
fclf  to  Mr.  Broughton,  w’as  the  moft  proper  per- 

*  Produced  from  the  flock  originally  eflabliflied  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook. 
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fon  to  exert  himfelf  on  this  occafion  ;  efpeciallj 
as  he  had  reafon  to  believe  the  linen  had  been 
taken  to  a  part  of  the  country  where  Wliytoods 
influence  was  very  conflderable.  Several  fliirts 
ahb  had  been,  the  preceding  evening,  reported 
miffing  from  the  people’s  tents  ;  but  as  circum- 
fiances  induced  me  to  believe  the  inhabitants 
were  little  concerned  in  their  removal,  no  means 
were  purfued  for  their  recovery.  Mr.  Brough¬ 
ton’s  linen  was,  however,  too  ferious  a  lofs,  and 
was  a  robbery  too  audacious  to  be  paflbd  over  in 
filence  ;  particularly,  as  it  became  evident  the 
chiefs  knew  of  the  linen  havin.^  been  ilolen  be- 
fore  we  difeovered  the  theft ;  which  was  llrongly 
fufpedled  to  have  been  projecled  by  themfelves. 

Urripiah  had  prepared  a  heava,  clofe  to  the 
lines  of  the  encampment,  for  our  amufement ; 
but,'  to  fhew^  my  diftpprobation,  I  deemed  it  ex¬ 
pedient  to  forbid  the  performance,  and  told 
rtplah,  that,  whilfl:  his  people  condudled  them¬ 
felves  fo  treacheroufly,  the  lefs  connexion  there 
fubfifted  between  us  the  more  agreeable  it  would 
be ;  and  that,  unlefs  the  articles  purloined  were 
immediately  returned,  I  fliould  be  under  the  dif- 
agreeable  neceffity,  though  greatly  againfi:  my 
inclination,  of  enforcing  the  reftoratlon  of  them 
by  the  adoption  of  \zry  ferious  meafures.  On 
this  he  Immediately  departed  ;  and  about  noon 
returned  with  one  of  the  axes>  and  faid  tliat  he 

had 
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had  difpatched  people  in  fearch  of  the  linen, which 
he  hoped  would  foon  be  found ;  but  that  Moer^^ 
tee  would  not  give  up  the  other  axe^  alledging 
as  an  excufe  for  with-holding  it,  that  he  had  left 
an  adz  wdth  me  to  be  altered,  which  when  done 
and  fent  to  him,  he  would  fend  back  the  other 
axe ;  but  this  was  a  kind  of  bargaining  with 
which  I  did  not  think  proper  to  comply.  The 
queen- mother,  who  was  our  gueft,  informed  me 
that  Ponmrrey  would  be  at  the  tents  the  next 
morning,  and  for  that  reafon  I  deferred  any  fur» 
ther  proceedings  until  his  arrival. 

A  favorable  opportunity  occurred  in  the  even¬ 
ing  to  fend  on  board  the  obfervatory,  chronome¬ 
ters,  inftruments,  together  ^with  a  large  quantity 
of  lumber  from  the  encampment ;  and  appre¬ 
hending  that  the  natives  might  attem'pt  to  com¬ 
mit  other  depredations  on  our  moveable  property, 
additional  centinels  were  polled  ;  and,  as  a  fum- 
mary  and  immediate  punlfhment  wdicn  caught 
in  the  fad:,  feemed  moll  likely  to  prevent  in  fu¬ 
ture  a  repetition  of  crime,  orders  were  ilTued  to 
flioot  any  perfon  who  might  he  found  in  the  a6l 
of  ftealing  ;  but,  on  no  pretence,  to  fire  without 
the  prefence  of  an  officer,  who  had, the  ftrideft 
injundlons  to  be  extremely  clrcumfped. 

On  going  on  board  the  next  morning,  ( Satur¬ 
day  the  2  1  ft)  I  had  the  additional  mortificatiort 
to  underftand  that  a  much  more  material  circum-' 

ftance 
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ftance  than  the  lofs  of  the  linen  had  occurred  to 
interrupt  the  harmony  which  had  fo  long  fub- 
fifted. 

T'owereroo  the  Sandwich  Iflander  had,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  preceding  night,  found  means  to 
elope  from  the  Ihip.  Of  this  his  intention,  w'e 
had  not  for  fome  time  been  free  of  fufpicion  ;  but 
I  did  not  like  to  impofe  abfolute  confinement 
upon  him  without  fome  proof.  He  had  formed 
an  attachment  with  the  daughter  of  Poeno,  the 
chief  of  Matavai,  on  whom,  by  examination,  we 
now  found  he  had  laviflily  beftowed  nearly  all  he 
had  poiTefTed.  This  w'as  of  no  fmall  value,  for^ 
independent  of  his  abundant  outfit  in  England, 
many  prefents  had  been  made  him  ;  to  which 
his  want  of  principle  had  added,  by  making  too 
free  with  fome  valuable  articles  belonging  to  the 
gunner,  with  wdiom  he  had  meffed  previouily 
to  his  departure,  Towereroo  was  a  boy  of  weak 
intellect,  of  a  fallen  dlfpofition,  and  exceffively 
obftinate ;  and  though  his  condition  was  fo  very 
fubordinate  at  the  Sandwich  iilands,  that  there 
was  little  probability  of  his  fervices  being  impor¬ 
tant  to  us  or  to  our  countrymen  hereafter  ;  yet 
his  example  was  a  matter  of  fuch  confequence, 
as  to  render  it  highly  expedient  that  his  return 
fhould  be  infilled  upon  ;  left  the  crew  might  fup- 
pofe  I  had  not  fufficient  influence  with  the  chiefs 
to  procure  it,  and  fome  of  them  be  tempted  to 

abfeond 
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abfcond  from  the  veiTels.  On  my  return  on  fhore 
Pomiirrey  and  bis  wives  were  at  the  encamp¬ 
ment,  and  feemed  not  at  all  ignorant  of  what 
had  happened,  therefore  little  explanation  was 
neceflary.  A  fervant  of  Moerree  being  fent  for 
by  Pormirrey,  delivered  the  fame  meffage  Urri- 
ptali  had  brought  refpedling  the  wood  axe,  and 
with  which  Ponmrrey  requefted  I  would  comply. 
I  file  wed  him  the  adz,  but  infifted  on  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  axe  before  it  fliould  be  returned.  A 
fliort  conference  now  took  place,  on  which  he 
faid  he  would  himfelf  go  for  the  wood  axe,  and 
gave  diredlions  that  proper  perfons  fliould  be  fent 
in  queft  of  Tozvereroo,  who  he  moft  folemnly  pro- 
mifed  fliould  be  given  up ;  and  added,  that  he 
would  immediately  take  meafures  for  the  reco- 
very  of  the  linen,  but  requefting,  as  Urripiali  had 
before  done,  that  I  would  refort  to  Whytooa  for 
this  efpecial  purpofe,  as  it  lay  in  his  particular  de¬ 
partment.  About  noon  Pomurny  returned  with 
the  wood  axe,  and  the  adz  was  accordingly  re- 
ftored  to  its  owner. 

In  the  prefence  of  Taow  his  father,  his  two 
brothers,  PoatatoUy  and  feveral  other  chiefs,  Po¬ 
nmrrey  inquired  if,  agreeably  to  my  promife,  I 
intended  a  difplay  of  fire-works  that  evening ;  to 
wdiich  I  replied  in  the  negative,  and  explained, 
that  when  that  promife  was  made  there  was  no 
reafon  to  expedl  the  treatment  we  had  fmcc  ex- 

perienced. 
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perlenced,  from  thofc  whofc  duty  It  was  to  have 
obferved  a  very  different  conduct  with  refpedl  to 
the  theft  of  the  linen,  and  the  elopement  of  To- 
IV ever 00  ;  in  both  of  which  unpardonable  tranfac- 
tions  many  of  the  principal  chiefs  were  materially 
concerned.  inftantly  replied,  that  Towe^ 

reroo  fliould  the  next  day  be  brought  back,  either 
to  the  tents  or  to  the  Difcovery  ;  and,  on  inter¬ 
rogating  him  refpedling  the  linen,  a  very  warm 
argument  took  place  between  the  three  brothers, 
in  which  Pomurrey  in  particular  accufed  Why- 
tooa  of  a  want  of  exertion  and  friendfhip  on  the 
occafion.  In  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  the  name 
of  Arreheah  was  frequently  mentioned  ;  and  fo 
far  as  I  could  underftand,  Pomurrey  feemed  con¬ 
vinced  that  he  was  very  principally  concerned. 
This  man  was  an  inferior  chief  in  Hapino,  one  of 
the  diftrifts  belonging  to  Why  tooa,  who,  as  well 
as  Urripiah,  had  recommended  himfelf  to  our 
notice  ;  in  confequence  of  which;  he  had  lately 
been  a  conftant  attendant  on  the  encampment : 
a  man,  who  had  alfo  been  recommended  by 
fome  of  the  chiefs  to  affift  in  cooking,  had  been 
obferved  with  Arreheah  to  have  flept  near  the 
marquee  on  the  night  the  robbery  was  commit¬ 
ted.  On  this  circumftance  being  made  known 
to  Po7nurrey,  he  replied,  that  one,  if  not  both, 
were  certainly  guilty.  The  dinner  being  now 
ferved,  ended  the  debate;  after  which  the  three 
VoL.  I  U  brothers 
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brothers  fallied  out  in  queft  of  the  ftolen  linen, 
and  foon  returned  with  the  fervant  who  had  ab- 
fconded.  On  his  being  examined  he  accufed 
y^rreheah  as  the  thief ;  but  being  confcious  of 
the  robbery,  he  had  fled,  left  he  lliould  be  ftif- 
peftcd  and  puniflicd.  This  man’s  evidence  al¬ 
though  tending  to  acquit  himfelf,  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal,  clearly  proved  him  an  accomplice  ;  and, 
not  being  without  my  fufpicions  that  he  was  in 
reality  the  thief,  I  ordered  a  halter  to,  be  put 
about  his  neck  in  terrorem,  and  fent  him  on  board 
the  fliip,  there  to  be  confined  in  irons  ;  with  the 
aflurance,  that  if  the  linen  was  not  reftorcd,  he 
fliould  certainly  be  hanged. 

A  fliort  debate,  nearly  to  the  fame  purport, 
again  took  place  between  the  three  brothers,  in 
which  Whytooa  feemed  much  affed:ed  by  Pa- 
vmrrey  s  rebuke.  As  the  thief  was  now  known, 
I  embraced  this  occafion  to  inform  the  royal  par¬ 
ty,  that  very  confiderable  prefents  were  intended 
to  have  been  made  to  them  and  the  feveral  chiefs; 
but  not  one  fingle  article  would  be  prefented  un- 
lefs  Towereroo  and  Mr.  Broughton’s  linen  were 
forthcoming.  On  this  they  again  departed,  fay¬ 
ing  every  thing  fhould  be  reftorcd. 

*  The  furf  being  tolerably  fmooth  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  tlVe  large  working  tent,  with  various  other 
articles  were  fent  off ;  leaving  the  marquee,  the 
guard’s  tent,  and  cannon,  only  to  be  embarked. 

"  Whilft 
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Whilft  thus  employed,  the  chiefs  had  all,  imper¬ 
ceptibly,  withdrawn  themfelves  ;  towards  fun- 
fet,  mofl:  of  the  canoes  that  had  been  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  were  obferved  to  be  moving 
off,  and  the  houfes  on  the  oppofite  fide,  w'hich 
had  been  fully  inhabited,  were  intirely  ftripped 
and  deferted.  We  were  foon  given  to  under- 
ftand  that  the  Erees  and  people  were  matiow- 
ed,"'  that  is,  alarmed,  becaufe  I  w^as  angry  ;  w'hich 
intelligence  a  man  named  Boba  was  extremely 
urgent  to  communicate.  Hq  had,  on  the  even¬ 
ing  the  linen  w^as  ftolen,  come  over  the  river 
under  a  flimfy  pretence,  with  which  at  the  time 
I  was  by  no  means  fatisfied ;  and  fince  then  he 
had  not  been  feen.  Sufpefting  him  to  be  an  ac- 
ceflary,  I  gave  diredlions  that  he  fhould  be  fecur- 
ed;  and  that  the  remaining  canoe,  which  chanced 


to  contain  many  of  their  mofi:  valuable  articles, 
fliould  be  detained  ;  that  we  might  have  fome- 
thing  in  our  power  in  cafe  the  chiefs  fhould  have 
deferted  us,  which  I  began  to  apprehend,  as  a 
general  maitow  feemed  to  have  taken  place.  Mr. 
Broughton,  who  had  been  with  the  natives  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  river,  informed  me  that  the 
principal  caufe  of  the  mattowy  was  the  confine¬ 
ment  of  Boba  ;  and  that  they  conceived,  I  had 
alfo  confined  the  queen- mother.  This  good  lady 
had  been  our  conftant  companion,  even  in  the 
abfence  of  her  hufoand  ;  and  was,  on  all  occa- 

U  2  fions. 
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fions,  very  folicitous  to  imitate  our  manners. 
Having  carried  her  politenefs  rather  too  far,  in 
taking  a  few^  glaffes  more  at  dinner  than  was 
quite  agreeable,  ilie  had  been  fleeping  in  the 
marquee  moft  of  the  afternoon.  On  this  infor¬ 
mation,  I  requefted  fhe  would  inftantly  repair  to 
Fonmrrey,  who,  with  feveral  chiefs,  and  a^  large 
concourfe  of  the  inhabitants,  were  affembled  on 
the  oppohte  fhore  of  the  river.  She  complied, 
though  greatly  againfi:  her  inclination,  faying  fhe 
well  knew  that  I  was  the  friend  of  her  Pomurrey, 
and  air  the  chiefs,  and  it  was  his  and  their  bufi- 
nefs  to  come  to  me.  This  converfation  took 
place  at  the  river  fide,  w^hilft  Pomurrey  and  the 
natives  were  accufmg  me  of  detaining  his  wife, 
who,  with  all  imaginable  fpirit  contradidted  the 
affertion.  The  crowd  replied,  flie  was  inftrudled 
by  me  to  fay  fo  ;  alTerting  that  I  well  underftood 
their  language.  Matters  thus  fituated  I  infifted 
file  fhould  crofs  the  river,  with  which  at  length 
fhe  complied,  and  was  received  on  the  oppofite 
fide  with  great  demonftrations  of  joy.  On  her 
alTuring  Pomurrey  that  I  was  ftill  his  friend,  and 
that  I  earneftly  wiilied  to  confer  with  him  on  the 
unpleafant  circumftances  that  had  occurred,  he 
attempted  to  come  over  the  river,  but  w^as  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  crowd.  On  his  affuring  them  his 
intentions  were  not  to  crofs,  but  to  be  fufficiently 
near  to  underftand  me  perfedtly,  he  was  allowed 

to 
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to  advance  a  few  paces,  when  he  again  queftion- 
cd  my  pacific  intentions,  and  whether  I  would 
confine  him  if  he  crofiTed  the  river.  After  re¬ 
ceiving  the  moft  unequivocal  alTurances  of  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  my  friendfliip,  and  his  owm  perfonal 
liberty,  he  difengaged  himfelf  from  thofe  who 
forcibly  attempted  to  flop  him,  and  came  over 
to  us  much  againfi:  the  general  voice  and  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  multitude,  who  murmured  excef- 
fively  on  the  occafion  ;  but  this  Ihortly  fubfiding, 
his  wdves  foon  followed  his  example.  I  acquaint¬ 
ed  Pomurrey  with  the  detention  of  the  canoe, 
and  the  man  I  had  confined.  The  inftant  he 
faw  it  was  Boha,  he  affured  me  he  was  innocent, 
and  requefted  he  might  be  releafed  ;  and,  as  he 
had  been  arrefted  on  fufpicion  only,  I  did  not 
hefitate  to  comply  with  the  requefl  of  Pomurrey, 
who  had  gratified  me  exceedingly  by  the  confi¬ 
dence  he  had  fo  recently  repofed  in  my  inte¬ 
grity. 

Our  royal  guefts  became  perfedlly  reconciled, 
fpent  the  evening  with  us,  and  flept  in  the  mar¬ 
quee.  Early  on  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  22d 
they  departed.  Pomurrey  informed  me,  he  was 
then  going  to  Oparre  in  quefh  of  Towereroo,  who, 
it  was  reported,  had  fecreted  himfelf  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  that  diftridl ;  that:  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day  he  would  be  taken,  and  that,  with  him,  he 
would  return  to  Matavai ;  he  further  added,  that 

U  3  Why  too  a 
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Whytooa  was  going  in  fearch  of  the  lincn^  which 
would  like  w  ife  be  reftored. 

It  was  an  exceffively  mortifying  refleftion,  now 
that  we  were  in  every  refpeft  ready  for  fea,  after 
having  lived  three  weeks  on  terms  of  the  ftrifteft 
amity  with  thefe  good  people,  that  juft  on  the 
eve  of  our  departure,  they  fhould  fo  condudl 
themfelves,  as  materially  to  incur  our  difappro- 
bation  and  cenfure,  and  prevent  our  bidding  them 
farewel  with  that  cordiality  and  good-will,  to 
W'hich  they  w^ere  fo  highly  intitled  by  their  former 
good  behaviour. 

Having  nothing  further  to  tranfaft  on  fhore, 
every  thing  w^as  fent  on  board  excepting  the 
marquee,  at  w^hich,  with  a  guard,  Mr.  Puget  re¬ 
mained  for  the  more  eafy  communication  with 
the  chiefs,  fhould  they  be  inclined  to  renew  their 
vifits ;  as  no  one  perfon  of  any  diftincftion  had  ap¬ 
peared  fince  the  departure  of  Pomurrey  in  the 
morning.  Mr.  Broughton  having  ftrolled  over 
the  river,  found  JVhytooa  in  foft  dalliance  wdth 
his  wife  at  home,  inftead  of  being  in  fearch  of 
the  linen.  Mr.  Broughton  invited  them  to  the 
marquee,  but  Whytooa  replied  he  was  “  maitow- 
edP  After  fome  perfuafion  he  complied,  and 
having  come  oppolite  the  encampment,  he  re- 
quefted  fome  affurance  of  friendfhip  on  my  part ; 
which  being  complied  with,  he  confented,  and 
having  gained  about  the  middle  of  the  river,  he 
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was  compelled  by  the  natives  to  return.  Another 
converfationnovv  took  place;  and  on  Mr.  Brough¬ 
ton  propofing  to  remain  with  them  during  Why- 
food s  abfence,  he  came  over,  and  being  foon  re¬ 
conciled  after  his  arrival,  to  his  fituation,  he  fent 
a  fervant  to  defire  Mr.  Broughton  would  crofi 
the  river.  On  this  occafion  Whytoods  wife  ac¬ 
companied  him,  and  we  afterwards  went  all  on 
board  to  dinner.  On  my  enquiring,  he  faid  Pornur- 

and  Urrtptah  wxre  at  Oparre,  but  would  return 
the  inftant  Towereroo  was  taken.  With  refpedl  to 
the  linen  I  could  gain  no  fatlsfadlory  account  ; 
and,  as  I  wdflied  to  encourage  him  in  the  confi¬ 
dence  he  had  manifefted,  I  did  not  think  it  ri.2:ht 
to  pufli  this  inquiry  further  ;  wifliing  to  detain 
him  and  his  wife,  in  cafe  their  imprifonment 
hereafter  fliould  be  deemed  neceffary  to  effect 
our  purpofe  ;  but  defifted  from  any  further  mea- 
fures,  until  I  fhould  fee  or  hear  fomethlng  bf  the 
other  royal  brothers.  The  canoe  and  goods  we 
had  arrefted  the  preceding  evening  now  appearing 
to  belong  to  a  chief  of  Ulietea,  who  could  not 
have  had  any  concern  in  the  late  improper  tranf- 
actions,  juftice  dilated  its  reftoration  to  the 
proper  owner,  and  directions  to  that  effedl  were 
accordingly  given. 

Neither  Pomurrey  nor  Urrtplah  having  arrived 
on  the  morning  of  Monday  the  23d,  Mr.  Brough¬ 
ton  propofed  that  Whytooa  and  his  wife,  who 

U  4  wxre 
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were  Hill  with  us,  fliould  accompany  him  to 
Oparre,  in  order  to  procure  an  interview  with  Po- 
murrey y  and  learn  how  our  affairs  flood  in  that 
diflrifl.  To  this  Whytooa  readily  agreed,  and 
whilfl  the  boat  was  preparing  for  their  convey¬ 
ance,  the  royal  females  paid  us  a  vifit.  They  faid 
Pomurrey  was  flill  at  Oparre,  but  would  return 
to  the  fhip  the  inflant  that  Towereroo  could  be 
found.  The  ladies  were  immediately  informed 
of  Mr.  Broughton’s  errand,  and  told,  that,  until 
his  return,  they  were  to  remain  on  board.  With 
this  arrangement  they  feemed  perfedlly  fatisfied  ; 
and  from  theff  mirth,  and  joking  with  each  other 
as  to  their  being  carried  to  fea,  their  reception  in 
England,  &c.  &c.  I  began  to  conjedlure  that  To- 
zvereroo  was  in  reality  taken,  though  it  was  their 
pleafure  to  keep  me  in  fufpence.  We  did  not 
long  remain  in  this  flate.  About  noon,  the  boat 
returned  with  the  three  royal  brothers,  and  To- 
zvereroo,  Mr.  Broughton  met  them  on  their 
way  towards  the  fhips,  attended  by  a  fleet  of  ca^ 
noes,  laden  with  every  fpccies  of  provifions  as 
prefents  from  the  royal  family  and  our  feveral 
other  friends,  who  all  flocked  on  board  with  fuch 
a  profufion  of  their  various  valuable  commodi¬ 
ties,  that  unable  to  difpofe  of  their  bounty,  fe¬ 
veral  laden  canoes  returned  to  the  fhore. 

Pomurrey  and  TJrrlpiah  obferved,  on  the  deli¬ 
very  ^of  Tow^reroQ,  that  they  had  now  reflored 

every 


313 


179‘^-J  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

every  thing  In  which  they  confidered  I  was  par¬ 
ticularly  interefted,  and  that  it  was  Whytood s 
bufmefs  to  recover  the  linen  for  Mr.  Broughton. 
Whytooa  protefted  that,  if  we  could  remain  until 
the  morning,  it  fhould  certainly  be  brought  on 
board  ;  but  as  we  had  been  repeatedly  inftrudled 
to  place  little  reliance  on  affurances  of  this  nature, 
had  the  wind  been  favorable,  we  fhould  not  have 
waited  to  put  his  integrity  to  the  teft. 

Poataioii,  with  many  other  chiefs  of  the  diftant 
diftricls,  were  made  extremely  happy  by  the  pre- 
fents  which  each  of  them  received  ;  and,  finding 
we  were  to  fail  with  the  firfi:  favorable  wind, 
took  their  leave  in  the  evening,  with  much  ap¬ 
parent  regret  for  our  departure ;  w^hich  was  evi¬ 
dently  increafed  by  their  being  difappointed  of  a 
fecond  difplay  of  fire-works.  From  the  inordi¬ 
nate  love  of  pleafure  which  thefe  people  polTels, 

I  do  not  believe  it  wxre  poffible  to  have  caufed, 
by  any  other  means,  fo  general  and  fo  great  a  de¬ 
gree  of  mortification.  Many  chiefs,  and  num¬ 
bers  of  the  inhabitants,  had  come  from  the  mofi: 
diftant  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  from  Morea  like- 
wife,  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  gratify  their 
curiofity,  and  to  be  prefent  at  the  expecfted  exhi¬ 
bition.  Thefe,  in  particular,  complained  much 
of  their  difappolntment ;  to  which  I  replied,  their 
concern  was  by  no  means  unpleafant  to  me,  as  it 
gave  me  reafon  to  hope  it  would  operate  to  pre¬ 
vent 
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vent  the  caufe  of  it  in  future;  and  that,  if  thefts, 
and  other  breaches  of  confidence  had  not  been 
committed,  and  fandlioned,  as  I  was  confident 
they  had  been  by  the  chiefs  thcmfelves,  I  fliould 
not  have  been  under  the  painful  neceffity  of  de¬ 
nying  them  the  promifed  entertainment,  and  we 
fliould  have  parted  much  better  friends.  On  the 
arrival  of  another  fnip,  I  truflied,  from  this  difap- 
polntmcnt,  they  would  all  be  taught  to  condud: 
thcmfelves  with  more  fidelity. 

Ponmrrey  and  his  wives  remained  on  board  all 
night.  The  next  morning,  Tuefday  the  24th, 
brought  no  tidings  of  the  linen.  On  reflecting 
that,  without  ufing  rigorous  meafures,  which,  in 
all  probability,  would  fall  more  on  the  innocent 
who  w  ere  in  our  powder,  than  on  the  guilty  who 
were  at  a  dlftance,  there  did  not  appear  the  moft 
remote  profpect  of  regaining  this  property  ;  and 
as  we  had  now'  a  favorable  breeze  from  the  eafl- 
ward,  and  could  ill  afford  a  longer  detention, 
about  ten  in  the  forenoon  wc  failed  out  of  the 
bay.  Ponmrrev  and  his  waves  were  our  guefts  until 
we  w'ere  beyond  the  reefs :  they  were  now  pre- 
fented  w^lth  an  aflbrtment  of  valuables,  w  hich 
afforded  them  the  higheft  fatisfaction  ;  and  Po- 
murrey  requeftlng  as  a  particular  favor  that  they 
might -be  faluted  on  leaving  the  fiiip,  they  took 
a  very  friendly  and  affectionate  leave,  and  wxre 
complimented  agreeably  to  his  wdflics.  W'hyiooc: 

had 
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had  alfo  accompanied  Mr.  Broughton  in  the 
Chatham  ;  who,  after  wc  were  out,  brought  him 
on  board  the  Difcovery,  with  an  affortment  of 
fuch  articles  as  he  conceived  IVhytooa  irititled  to, 
for  his  hofpitable  attention,  and  the  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  provifions,  &c.  &c.  v/hich  he  had  fupplied, 
without  havlns:  as  vet  received  the  leaft  return : 
but  as  I  had  repeatedly  declared  Whytooa  fliould 
receive  no  prefent,  unlefs  the  linen  was  reftored, 
my  ultimate  declfion  was  now  requefted.  On 
confidering,  that  poffibly  it  might  not  have  been 
in  his  power  to  recover  the  linen,  and  that  equity 
demanded  he  fl:iould  be  paid  for  the  fupplles 
which  he  had  furnlflied,  I  confented  to  his  re¬ 
ceiving  in  return,  fuch  articles  as  WTre  deemed 
fairly  equal  in  point  of  value ;  but  he  was  not 
prefented  with  any  thing  from  me,  although  I 
had  promifed  him  feveral  valuable  implements. 
Thefc  were  again  enumerated,  the  reafon  of  their 
being  wdth-held  fully  explained,  and  iliewn  to 
have  arlfen  from  his  not  having  adled  towards 
Mr.  Broughton  with  that  propriety  w^hich  had 
been  obferved  in  the  condudl  ol  his  royal  brothers 
towards  me. 

I  am  wtH  awTure  that  our  vifit  to  this  country 
will  fill  the  inquifitive  mind  with  the  expeeftation 
of  acquiring  much  additional  information,  rela¬ 
tive  to  a  people  whofe  fituation  and  condition 
have  been  long  the  fubjeds  of  curious  inveftiga- 

tion ; 


I 


31  6  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [jAX. 

tion  ;  but  the  fhortnefs  of  our  ftay,  and  various 
concurring  circum fiances  afforded  little  opportu¬ 
nity  to  gratify  fuch  dcfires. 

The  veneration  thefe  people  entertain  for  the 
names  of  their  fovereigns,  has  been  already  very 
juflly  related  by  Mr.  Anderfon.  But  no  example, 
I  believe,  had  then  appeared  to  that  judicious 
obferver,  of  the  extent  to  which  this  refpect  is 
carried.  On  Otoo's  acceffion  to  the  Maroi^  a 
very  confiderable  alteration  took  place  In  their 
language,  particularly  in  the  proper  names  of  all 
the  chiefs,  to  which  however  it  was  not  folcly 
confined,  but  extended  to  no  lefs  than  forty  or 
fifty  of  the  moft  common  words  which  occur  in 
converfatlon,  and  bearing  not  the  leafl  affinity 
whatever  to  the  former  expreffions. 

This  new  language  every  inhabitant  is  under 
the  neceffity  of  adopting ;  as  any  negligence  or 
contempt  of  it  is  puniffied  with  the  greateft  fe- 
verity.  Their  former  expreffions  were,  however, 
retained  In  their  recollection ;  and  for  our  better 
communication,  were,  I  believe,  permitted  to  be 
ufed  in  converfatlon  wdth  us,  without  incurring 
difpleafure.  Fomurrey  however  would  frequently 
correct  me  on  my  accidentally  ufing  the  former 
mode  of  expreffion,  faying,  I  knev/  it  was  wrong, 
and  ought  not  to  practlfe  it.  Were  fuch  a  per¬ 
nicious  innovation  to  take  place,  generally,  at  the 
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arbitrary  will  of  the  fovereigns  throughout  the 
South-Sea  Iflands,  it  would  be  attended  with  in- 
furmountable  difficulties  to  ftrangers  ;  but  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  new  regulation,  and,  as  yet,  con¬ 
fined  to  thefe  iilands,  or  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  reconcile  the  affinity  which  has  been  hitherto 
found  to  fi|bfift  in  the  language  of  different  parts 
of  the  Great  South- Sea  nation.  The  new-fa- 
ffiioned  words  produce  a  very  material  difference 
in  thofe  tables  of  comparative  affinity  wdiich  have 
been  conftructed  with  fo  much  attention  and 
labour;  and  may,  poffibly,  when  the  reafons  for 
the  alteration  are  known  and  developed,  be  a 
matter  of  interefting  political  inquiry.  This, 
however,  required  more  leifure,  and  a  more  inti¬ 
mate  knowledge  of  the  language,  than  I  poffeff- 
ed.  Circumftances  of  greater  importance  to  the 
expediting  the  various  fervices  here,  which  the 
grand  objeft  of  our  voyage  demanded,  and  on 
which  my  mind  was  every  hour  anxloufly  en¬ 
gaged ;  augmented  by  the  difficulties  we  had  to 
encounter,  in  the  new  modification  of  fo  many 
terms,  rendered  moft  of  my  Inquiries  ineffedlual. 
Thefe  perplexities  and  difadvantages  w^ere  alfo 
materially  increafed,  by  the  difficulty  of  obtain¬ 
ing  the  truth  from  a  race  who  have  a  conftant 
defire  to  avoid,  in  the  flighteft  degree,  giving  of¬ 
fence  ;  infomuch,  that,  on  the  leaft  appearance 
of  dilpleafure,  even  in  converfation,  to  difengage 
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themfelves  from  any  fuch  inconvenience,  they 
would  often,  by  that  extenfive  and  fpacious 
comprehenilon,  which  their  language  admits  of, 
icemingly  fo  qualify,  what  they  before  had  af- 
ferted,  as  to  contradict:,  according  to  our  accepta¬ 
tion,  a  pofitive  matter  of  fact. ;  or,  what  amounted 
to  nearly  the  fame  thing,  a  completely  different 
conftruction  was  by  us  very  frequently  put  on  a 
fecond  converfatlon,  from  that  which  we  had 


conceived  from,  or  had  attributed  to,  the  firft. 
I'lad  we  been  more  competent  linguifts,  we 
might,  in  all  probability,  have  found  both  their 
modes  of  expreffion  tending  to  the  fame  point, 
and  differing  only  in  the  figurative  relation  of  the 
circumftances,  to  which  thefe  people  are-  much 
accuftomed.  This  deception  I  have  more  than 
'once  experienced,  and  have  on  reflec?tion,  thus  re¬ 
conciled  the  apparent  incongruity.  Such,  and 

various  other  important  circumftances  muft  ever 

• 

occur,  to  render  the  acquirement  of  knowledge 
in  the  language,  manners,  and  cuftoms,  of  new- 
ly-dlfcovered  countries  (beyond  a  certain  fuper- 
ficial  extent)  a  bufmefs  of  much  labour  and  ftudy, 
although  aided  by  a  feries  of  mdnute  obfervations. 
Under  fuch  evident  difad  vantages,  how  far  my 
abilities  might  or  might  not  have  empowered 
me  to  dlrc6l  fuch  inquiries  to  effedl,  had  time 
and  other  objects  permitted,  muft  ft  ill  remain  to 
be  proved.  I  fliall  therefore  refign  the  palm  to 

thofe 
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thofe  gcntfemcn  who  have  preceded  me,  and  to 
whom  the  W'Orld  is  indebted  for  many  pertinent 
and  judicious  obfervations  contained  in  their  ge¬ 
neral  defeription  of  this  country. 

Notwithftanding  I  muft  concur  with  Mr.  An- 
derfon  in  opinion,  that  much  information  re¬ 
mains  to  be  acquired  which  would  be  extremely 
acceptable  to  the  contemplative  mind,  yet  it  re¬ 
mains  with  me  to  record  faithfully  thofe  circum- 
ilances  only  w  hich  arofe  in  our  tranfadiions  and 
intercourfe  with  thefe  people. 

The  changes  wTnch  have  taken  place  in  their 
government,  fo  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  under- 
ftand  from  the  chiefs,  wdth  fuch  other  matters 
worthy  attention  as  have  fallen  under  my  owni 
immediate  obfervation,  I  iliall  proceed  to  relate ; 
as  the  preceding  narration  would  be  incomplete 
without  fuch  an  explanation. 

We  have  become  acquainted  by  fubfequent 
vifitors,  that,  fnortly  after  the  lafi:  departure  of 
Captain  Cook  from  thefe  iflands,  confidcrable 
difputes  had  arifen  between  Mahehie  the  ufurping 
chief  of  Morea,  and  Pomiirrey  (then  Otoo)  in 
fome  of  wdiich  wars  (for  there  had  been  many) 
Maheine  was  joined  by  Towha,  and  other  chiefs 
of  the  w^eftern  diftridls  of  Otaheite ;  by  which 
means,  for  a  confidcrable  fpace  of  time,  Fomurrey 
was  materially  worded,  and  his  own  diftridls  laid 
intirely  w^afte.^  Thus  his  Majefty’s  benevolent 
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intentions  of  adding  to  the  comforts  of  thefe 
people,  have  been  nearlj/  fruftrated.  Moft  of  the 
animals,  plants  and  herbs,  which  had  caufed  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook  fo  much  anxiety  and  trouble  to  depotit 
here,  have  fallen  a  facrlfice  to  the  ravages  of  w^ar. 
The  black  cattle  were  carried  to  Morea,  where 
they  ftlll  remain ;  and  having  bred,  are  now  five 
in  number,  four  cows  and  a  bull.  The  latter  has 
very  unfortunately  received  a  hurt  in  his  loins, 
which  renders  him  an  intire  cripple;  confequently 
their  further  propagation  will  be  at  an  end  unlefs 
fome  additional  affiftance  is  afforded. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  hoftile  engagements,  Po- 
vmrrey  married  the  queen- mother,  a  near  relation 
of  his  mofi:  inveterate  enemy  Mahelne,  This 
lady  having  taken  a  very  material  part  in  the  ad¬ 
vantageous  change  of  Pomurrey  s  government,  I 
fliall  obtrude  a  few  lines  as  a  fketch  of  her  cha- 
radler,  and  alfo  that  of  Pier  re  te  her  fifter,  and 
conjugal  partner  in  the  royal  affedlion. 

The  queen- mother,  although  deflitute  of  any 
pretenfions  to  beauty,  and  having  in  her  perfon 
a  very  mafculine  appearance,  has  yet,  in  her  ge¬ 
neral  deportment,  fomething  exceffively  pleafing 
and  engaging ;  free  from  any  aufterity  or  pride, 
Ihe  is  endued  wdth  a  comparative  elegance  of 
manners,  which  plainly  befpeaks  her  defcent,  and 
the  high  fituation  in  which  fiiC  is  placed.  Al¬ 
though  her  figure  exhibited  no  external  charms 

of 
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of  feminine  foftncfs,  yet  great  complacency  and 
gentlenefs  were  always  confpicuous  ;  indicating, 
in  the  moft  unequivocal  manner,  a  mind  poflef- 
ling,  and  alone  actuated  by  thofe  amiable  quali¬ 
ties  which  molt:  adorn  the  human  race.  All  her 
adtions  feerned  directed  to  thofe  around  her  with 
an  unalterable  evennefs  of  temper,  and  to  be 
guided  by  a  pure  difmterefted  benevolence.  Self, 
which  on  moft  occafions  is  the  governing  prin¬ 
ciple  in  the  conduct  of  thefe  inlanders,  with  her 
was  totally  difregarded ;  and  indeed,  Inch  was 
her  very  amiable  difpofition,  that  it  counterba¬ 
lanced  any  difadvantages  flie  might  labour  under 
in  a  deficiency  of  perfonal  attractions. 

The  portrait  of  Fier  rete  on  canvas  would  mioft 
probably  be  generally  thought  intitled  to  a  pre¬ 
ference  ;  yet  fire  appeared  by  no  means  to  pollefs 
either  mental  endowments,  or  other  excellent 
qualities,  in  the  fame  degree  with  the  queen- 
mother ;  if  lire  had  them,  they  were  latent,  and 
required  fome  particular  exertion  to  bring  them 
into  action.  Her  foftnefs  and  effeminacy  af¬ 
forded  her  fome  advantage  over  her  filler ;  yet 
there  was  a  fhyuefs,  want  of  confidence  and  man¬ 
ner  in  her  general  demeanor,  that  evinced  her 
motives  to  be  lefs  difmterelled.  We  were  how¬ 
ever  led  to  believe,  that  Ihe  was  not  deftitute  of 
the  amiable  qualities,  though  to  us  they  did  not 
appear  fo  confpicuous  as  in  the  character  of  the 
,  VoL.  I.  X  queen- 
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queen- mother.  Of  the  two  ladies,  Ftef  re  was 
now  the  favorite  of  Pomurrej,  at  Icaft  we  had 
every  reafon  to  think  fo  by  the  general  tenor  of 
his  conduct.  Notwithftanding  this  preference, 
he  was  obferved  in  feveral  inftances  to  abide  im¬ 
plicitly  by  the  advice  and  opinion  of  the  queen- 
mother,  and  to  treat  her  with  great  affection  and 
regard  ;  w  ho  in  return  never  appeared  jealous  or 
diffatisfied  at  the  marked  attention,  or  evident 
partiality,  with  which  her  fifter  Fier  re  te  was 
treated  by  Pomurrej, 

In  confcquence  of  the  very  fuperior  rank  and 
condition  of  thefe  two  ladies,  they  pofTeffed  pri¬ 
vileges  which  I  had  never  before  feen  conferred 
on  any  of  the  women  of  the  Great  South- Sea 
nation ;  as  they  w^ere  not  only  permitted  to  eat 
of  all  the  good  things  of  the  country,  but  al¬ 
lowed  to  partake  of  th^m  in  company  wdlh  men; 
as  well  the  chiefb  of  the  ifland  as  ourfelves ;  and 
of  the  identical  difhes  at  any  repafiiof  which  men 
had  eaten,  without  incurring  difpleafure  or  dif- 
grace  ;  thefe  were  honors  to  which  we  had  rea¬ 
fon  to  believe  no  other  females  of  the  ifland  could 
afpire. 

Thefe  two  ladies,  wdth  the  deceafed  Matooara 
MahoiVy  w’ere  the  children  of  a  fifter  of  Mahehie^ 
and  his  only  near  relations.  Mahow  I  confidered 
to  be  the  fame  perfon  mentioned  by  Captain 
Cook,  under  the  name  of  TiareetaboojioQa^  as,  on 
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our  firft  arrival,  he  was  introduced  to  me  by  the 
name  of  Areetaboojwoa,  which  appellation  was 
almoft  immediately  dropped,  and  he  was  after¬ 
wards  called  Mahow  ;  occafioned  moft  likely  by 
the  recent  alteration  in  their  language,  which 
has  before  been  dated  to  have  taken  place  on  the 
acceffion  of  the  young  king  Otoo. 

As  Maheine  was  an  Ereeoi,  whole  advanced 
age  precluded  the  expectation  of  his  having  chil¬ 
dren,  little  doubt  was  entertained  that  his  con- 
fequence  and  power  would  foon  defcend  to  his 
family,  which  had  become  more  firmly  attached 
to  the  Otaheitean  authority  by  the  intermarriage 
of  the  late  Matooara  Mahow  with  Pomurrey^^^ 
youngeft  fifter.  This  connexion  appears  to  have 
been  an  important  political  meafure,  to  infure  a 
permanent  eftablifhment  of  peace  and  tranquil¬ 
lity  between  the  two  iflands,  on  the  conqueft  or 
death  of  Maheine,  The  event  was  however  long 
looked  for  before  it  arrived,  for  we  underftood  it 
did  not  happen  until  about  fifteen  months  pre¬ 
vious  to  our  arrival ;  at  which  time  Maheine  was 
killed  in  a  battle  fought  at  Athoora  by  him  and 
fome  of  the  weftern  chiefs,  againft  the  partizans 
of  Pomurreyy  who,  I  believe,  then  for  the  firft 
time  came  off  victorious. 

Maheine  having  fallen  in  this  conflict,  and 
Towha  being  dead,  little  was  neceffary  to  com->. 
plete  the  conqueft,  which  w^as  finally  accom- 
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pliflied  by  the  excurfion  of  the  Bounty’s  people 
in  a  vclTel  they  had  conftrudled  from  the  timber 
of  the  bread  fruit  tree;  and  as  good  or  bad  for¬ 
tune  is  generally  attended  with  corroborating 
events,  other  circumftances  intervened  to  fofter 
and  indulge  the  ambition  of  Pomurrey,  At  this 
time  IVhyeadooa  the  king  of  Tiarabou  died,  leav¬ 
ing  only  a  very  diftant  relation  to  affume  his 
name  and  government;  wdio  Pornurrey 

and  his  adherents  obliged  to  relinquifh  all  pre- 
tenfions  to  fuch  honors,  and  with  the  people  of 
Tiarabou  to  acknowledge  Ponmrrey  s  youngefl; 
fon  as  their  chief,  under  the  fupreme  authority  of 
his  eldeft  fon  Otoo ;  which  on  their  affenting  to, 
the  youth  aflumed  the  name  of  Whyeadooa  as  a 
ncceffary  appendage  to  the  government.  By  this 
-acquifition  it  fhould  appear,  they  have  more  ef- 
fedlually  eftabliflied  a  firm  and  lafting  peace 
amongft  themfelves  than  has  been  enjoyed  for  a 
long  feries  of  years ;  and  to  infure  this  inefti- 
mable  blclling  to  their  dominions,  the  royal  bro¬ 
thers  have  fo  difpofed  themfelves  as  completely 
to  watch  over  and  protedl  the  two  young  princes 
during  their  minority. 

UrripialL,  the  next  brother  to  Pomurrey,  having 
acquired  the  reputation  of  a  great  warrior,  has 
iakeii  up  his  refidence  on  the  borders  of  Tiarabou, 
to  watch  the  condud;  of  thofe  people  in  their  al¬ 
legiance  to  his  nephew  JVhyeadooa ;  and  on  the 

leafl 


323: 


3  79'^‘1  ROUND  THE  W.OKLD. 

kaft  appearance  of  difatfeftlon  or  revolt^,  to  be  at 
hand  for  purfuing  fuch  meafurcs  as  may  be  re¬ 
quired  to  bring  them  back  to  their  obedience. 
Whytooa,  the  next  brother,  refides  for  the  like 
reafon  at  Oparre,  near  the  young  monarch  ;  and 
Pomurrey  with  his  wives  has  retired  to  Morea, 
where  the  inhabitants  are,  in  all  refpedls,  perfedtly 
reconciled  ;  firmly  attached  to  his  rntereft  ;  and 
ready  to  afford  him  and  his  children  every  lup- 
port  and  affiflance  they  may  require.  From  the 
relative  fituation  of  this  iiland  w^ith  Otaheite, 
there  is  but  little  probability  that  Ponmrrcy  could 
long  remain  ignorant  of  any  diffentlons  that  might 
take  place,  or  that  he  would  be  prevented  afiord- 
ing  fuch  fuccour  as  the  nature  of  the  occafioii 
mie;ht  demand.  / 

There  is  yet  a  fourth  brother  whofe  infignifi- 
cance  has  hitherto  precluded  his  name,  which  is 
TapahoQ^  from  appearing  in  any  of  our  tranfac* 
tions  with  thefe  wmrthy  people.  Although  in  the 
pofl'effion  of  a  very  confiderable  property,  Tapa*- 
lioo  feems  little  regarded  by  his  family,  and  Icfs 
efteemed  by  his  people.  This  w^ant  of  refpedt  is 
greatly,  and  pofffbly  w'holly,  to  be  attributed  to 
a  natural  imbecdlity  of  mind  ;  as,  to  all  appear-  , 
ance,  he  is  a  young  man  of  an  exceedingly  vreak 
and  trifling  charadfer. 

On  the  late  dcceafe  of  MaJww,  his  daughter 
by  Pomurrey s  fifter  fucceeded  to  the  fovcreigiity, 
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of  Morea,  under  the  fupreme  authority  of  her 
coufin  Otoo,  To  this  young  princefs  Pomurrey 
became  regent,  and  in  courfe,  the  inhabitants  pf 
Morea  were  intirely  at  his  command.  In  con- 
feqiience  of  Pomurrey^  connexion  with  Ma}iow\ 
family,  his  fon  Otoo  in  right  of  his  mother  was 
acknowledged  as  the  fupreme  fovereign  of  Hua- 
heine  ;  and  Matuarro  the  king  of  that  ifland,  had 
confented  to  the  fiiperiority  of  Otoo  over  him, 
as  Aree  Maro  Eoora  but  that  he  Matuarro 
was  Aree  de  Hoi.” 

Omai  having*  died  without  children,  the  houfe 
which  Captain  Cook  had  built  for  him,  the  lands 
that  were  purchafed,  and  the  horfe  which  was 
ftill  alive ;  together  with  fuch  European  com¬ 
modities  as  remained  at  his  death,  all  defcended 
to  MatuarrOj  as  king  of  the  ifland  ;  and  when  his 
majefty  is  at  home,  Omai%  houfe  is  his  conftant 
refidenee.  From  Matuarro  we  learned,  that  Omai 
w^as  much  refpedled,  and  that  he  frequently  af¬ 
forded  great  entertainment  to  him,  and  the  other 
chiefs,  with  the  accounts  of  his  travels,  and  de- 
fcribing  the  various  countries,  objedls,  &c.  that 
|iad  fallen  under  his  obfervation  ;  and  that  he 
died  univerfally  regretted  and  lamented.  His 
death,  as  well  as  that  of  the  two  New  Zealand 
boys  left  with-him  by  Captain  Cook,  was  occa- 
fioned  by  a  diforder  that  is  attended  by  a  large 
dwelling  in  the  throat,  of  which  very  few  reco¬ 
ver, 
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ver,  but  die  a  flow  lingering  death.  During  the 
latter  part  of  our  ftay  feveral  perfons  were  pointed 
out  who  feemed  much  affllded  with  this  fatal 
malady,  particularly  thofe  belonging  to  Tiarabou, 
who  faid  the  difeafe  had  been  imported  by  a  Spa- 
nifh  veffel  w^hich  had  anchored  near  the  fouth 
part  of  Otahelte. 

Oioo,  in  right  of  his  grandmother  by  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  fide,  on  the  death  of  Mowree  will  claim 
the  fovereignty  of  Ulietea  and  Otaha.  Mowree, 
w^ho  is  brother  to  Pomurreys  mother,  is  an  Ereeoi 
of  an  advanced  age.  He  feemed  extremely  fond 
of  Otoo,  and  proud  of  his  fucceeding  him  in  the 
government  of  thofe  Iflands  ;  faying,  that,  at  pre- 
fent,  there  were  two  foverelgns,  that  Maw  ta 
Tarta,''  but  when  he  fhould  die  then  there  would 
be  but  one,  meaning  Otoo,  This  expreffion,  in 
its  literal  fignificatlon,  means  to  eat  the  Man;^' 
the  idea,  however,  w^hich  in  this  fenfe  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  convey,  is  to  point  out  thofe,  whofe 
rank  and  authority  entitle  them  to  prefide  at  hu¬ 
man  facrifices ;  a  power  w^hlch  at  prefent  is  pofr 
feffcd  only  by  Mowree  and  Otoo, 

In  confequence  of  the  extenfiv^c  dominion  that 
has  devolved  upon  this  young  monarch,  he  is  not 
now  dlftinguiflied  by  the  title  of  Aree  de  Hoi,  but 
by  one  which  is  confiderably  more  eminent  and 
comprehenfive  ;  fince  they  fay  there  may  be  many 
Arees  deHoi,  but  there  can  be  but  one  Aree  Mara 
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Eoora\  which  means  the  chief  of  the  red  fea¬ 
thered  Maro ;  and  under  which  title,  Otoo' s, 
authority  is  ackiiovvledged  in  Otaheite,  Morea, 
Mattca,  Tetero,  Tupea-mannoo,  and  Huaheine. 
But  the  people  of  Ulietea  and  Otaha,  feem  much 
averfe  to  this  fubmiffion  ;  and  it  does  not  appear, 
that  even  Mowree  himfelf  has-  much  influence  in 
thofe  iilands,  notwithftanding  that  he  is  their  ac¬ 
knowledged  fovereign.  Since  the  death  of  Opoony^ 
the  government  of  the  iOands  under  hTs  late  an-, 
thority  appears  to  have  been  ill  adminiftered  ; 
the  inhabitants  having  been  very  turbulent  and 
much  dilpofed  to  anarchy  :  and  in  confequence 
of  the  difinclination  which  the  people  of  thefe 
iflands  have  maiiifefted  to  fubferibe  to  the  fu- 
preme  authority  of  Otooy  an  expedition  was  in 
contemplation  from  Otaheite,  to  enforce  the 
power  of  the  Aree  Maro  Eoora  over  them,  and 
little  doubt  was  entertained  of  its  fuccefs.  Ano¬ 
ther  favorite  objeift  was  the  annexing  to  Otoo's 
pirefent  dominions  by  conqueft,  (for  no  right  W'as 
fet  up)  the  iflands  of  Bolabola,  Mowrooa,  and 
Tapi,  which,  fince  the  death  of  Opoony,  had  been 
governed  by  his  daughter,  and  were  faid,  in  a 
great  mcafure,  to  have  loll  their  former  high  re¬ 
putation  as  a  martial  and  warlike  nation. 

Eomurrey  and  his  brothers  having  procured 
from  the  vcffels  which  had  lately  vifited  Otaheite, 
fcvcral  mulkets  and  piftols,  they  conlidered  them- 

felves 


I 
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fclves  invincible ;  ^nd  the  acquiring  of  new  pof- 
feffions  for  Otoo,  now  fcemed  to  occupy  the 
whole  of  their  ftudy  and  attention.  They  were 
extremely  felicitous  that  I  Ihould  contribute  to 
their  fuccefs  by  augmenting  their  number  of  fire- 

i  _ 

arms,  and  adding  to  their  ftock  of  ammunition. 
Of  the  latter  I  gave  Fomurrey  a  fimall  quantity  ; 
but  of  the  former  I  had  none  to  difpofe  of,  even 
if  I  had  leen  no  impropriety  in  complying  with 
his  requeft.  Finding  there  was  no  profpecl  of 
increafmg  their  armory,  they  requefted  that  I 
would  have  the  goodnefs  to  conquer  the  territo¬ 
ries.  on  which  they  meditated  a.defcent,  and  hav¬ 
ing  fo  done,  to  deliver  them  up  to  Otoo  ;  and  as 
an  excufe  for  their  fubjugation,  infifted  that  it 
was  highly  effential  to  the  comfort  and  happinefs 
of  the  people  at  large,  that  over  the  whole  group 
of  thefe  iflands  there  fliould  be  only  one  fove- 
reign.  On  fatlsfylng  them  that  the  iflands  in 
queftlon  were  quite  out  of  my  route,  and  that 
1  had  no  leifure  for  fuch  an  enterprize,  Fomurrey, 
in  the  moft  earneft  manner  requefted,  that  on  my 
return  to  England  1  would,  in  his  name,  follcit 
his  Majcfty  to  order  a  fir  ip  with  proper  force  to 
be  immediately  fent  out,  with  dlredflons,  that  if 
all  thofe  Iflands  Vv^ere  not  fubjedfed  to  his  power 
before  her  arrival,  file  was  to  conquer  them  for 
Otoo  ;  who,  he  obferved,  I  well  knew  would  ever 
be  a  fteady  friend  to,  King  George  and  the  Eng- 

lifh. 
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llfi].  This  requeft  was  frequently  repeated,  and 
he  did  not  fail  to  urge  it  in  the  moft  preffing 
manner  at  our  parting. 

I  cannot  take  leave  of  my  friend,  for  to  fuch 
an  epithet  from  me  condudt  juftly  en¬ 

titles  him,  without  adverting  to  the  alteration 
which  feemed  to  have  taken  place  in  his  charac¬ 
ter,  fince  my  former  vifits  to  this  country.  At 
that  time,  he  was  not  only  confidered  as  a  timid, 
but  a  very  weak  prince  ;  on  this  occafion,  how¬ 
ever,  he  did  not  appear  deficient  either  in  dif- 
cernment,  or  intrepidity ;  although  it  muff  be 
acknowledged  his  fears  were  exceedingly  awaken¬ 
ed  at  the  difplay  of  our  fire-works,  and  that  he 
always  appeared  to  regard  fire-arms  with  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  terror  ;  v/hich  poflTibly  might 
arife  from  his  knowledge  of  their  deftrudlive 

O 

powers,  w^hilft  at  the  fame  time  he  remained  ig- 

t 

norant  of  the  extent  to  wdiich  they  were  capable 
of  doing  execution  ;  but  this  defeription  of  wea¬ 
pons  out  of  the  queftion,  we  had  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  his  courage  was  equal  to  that  of  his  neigh¬ 
bours,  of  which  he  certainly  gave  an  undeniable 
proof  by  joining  our  party  alone  and  unarmed  at 
the  encampment ;  in  direft  oppofition  to  the 
counfel  and  apprehenfions  of  his  furrounding 
countrymen.  'On  former  occafions,  I  had  alfo 

t 

confidered  his  general  character  to  be  haughty, 
auftere,  and  combined  with  much  low  cunning. 

When 
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When  he  condefcended  to  fpeak,  or  converfe, 
which  was  not  frequent,  little  or  no  information, 
could  be  derived  ;  whilll;  the  quellions  he  afked 
in  return,  did  not  tend  to  the  acquifition  of  ufe- 
ful  knowledge.  His  condudl  and  deportment  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  were  extremely  different; 
and,  when  compared  with  that  of  his  affociates, 
were  marked  with  an  evident  fuperiority,  expref- 
iive  of  the  exalted  fituation  he  filled  ;  and  indi¬ 
cated  that  he  poiTefled  a  juft  knowledge  of  hlm- 
felf,  and  an  open,  generous,  and  feeling  heart. 
In  converfation,  there  were  few  from  whom  bet¬ 
ter  information  could  be  acquired ;  nor  was  he 
now  deficient  m  directing  his  obfervations  and 
enquiries  to  ufeful  and  important  objcdls.  For 
this  purpofe  only,  he  w^ould  remain  whole  days 
in  our  working  tents,  obfcrvlng  with  the  ftridteft 
attention  the  different  tranfadlions  going  forward; 
and  frequently  interrupting  the  mechanics,  to 
require  explanations  of  their  feveral  operations. 
The  whole  tenor  of  his  behaviour  towards  us  w^as 
fo  uniformly  corredl  and  meritorious,  that,  on  his 
taking  leave,  1  could  not  refill  making  him,  and 
{iis  wives,  fuch  acknowledgments  in  ufeful  arti¬ 
cles,  as  he  conceived  they  could  have  no  poffible 
claim  to  ;  and  fufpedling  I  was  about  to  make 
fome  addition,  he  caught  my  arm,  expreffed  how: 
highly  repaid  and  gratified  they  were  wdth  what 
they  had  received,  and  obferved,  as  I  was  going 

to 
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to  vifit  many  other  countries  where  fuch  things 
Yvould  be  equally  valuable  ;  I  ought  to  be  careful 
and  oeconomical,  ^ 

How  far  thefe  difinterefted  fentiments  had  ac¬ 
tuated  the  condudl  of  the  royal  party  in  all  their 
former  tranfadlions,  is  not  eafy  to  afeertain  ;  but 

N 

certain  it  is,,  they  took  great  pains  to  keep 'up 
the  value  of  our  commodities,  and,  by  their  own 
example,  cftabliflied  the  price  of  three  large  hogs^ 
weighing  from  an  hundred  to -an  hundred  and 
fifty  and  two  hundred  pounds  each,  at  an  axe  ; 
under  which  they  deured  we  would  not  part  with 
our  axes;  and  would  frequently  aclmonifli  us, 
when  they  confidered  we  were  about  to  pay  ex¬ 
travagantly  for  our  purchafes.  In  our  traffic, 
axes  were  the  moll  valuable  ;  next  to  thefe,  red 
cloth,  and  all  kinds  of  European  linen  ;  files, 
knives,  and  fifliing  hooks,  were  in  great  requeft ; 
as  were  fciffiirs  and  looking-glaffcs  by  the  ladies; 
nails  wxre  of  little  value,  and  fuch  thious  as  wTre 

O 

only  of  an  ornamental  nature  were  accepted  with 
indifference,  red  feathers  excepted,  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  w^ould  fhlll  find  a  ready  market. 

So  important' arc  the  various  European  imple¬ 
ments,  and  other  commoditicii,  now  become  to 


the  happinefs  and  comfort  of  thefe  illanders,  that 
1  cannot  avoid  reflecting  with  Captain  Cook  on 
the  very  deplorable  condition  to  which  thefe  good 
people  on  a  certainty  mull  be  reduced,  fliould 

their 
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their  communication  with  Europeans  be  ever  at 
an  end.  The  knowledge  they  have  now  acquired 
of  the  fuperiority  and  the  fupply  with  wEich 
they  have  been  furnifhed  of  the  more  ufeful  im- 
pie  incuts,  have  rendered  thefc,  and  other  Euro¬ 
pean  commodities,  not  only  eflcntially  neceirary 
to  their. common  comforts, .but  have  made  thcnl 
rcgardlefs  of  their  former  tools  and  manufadlurcs, 
w'hich  are  now  urowdna:  faft  out  of  ufe,  and,  I 
may  add,  equally  out  of  remembrance.  Of  this 
wn  had  convincing  proof  in  the  few  of  their  bone, 
or  ftene  tools,  or  utenfils,  that  w'ere  fecn  amonseft 
them ;  thofe  offered  for  fale  wnre  of  rude  work- 
manfliip,  and  of  an  Inferior  kind,  folely  intended 
for  our  market,  to  be  purchafed  by  w  ay  of  curio- 
fity.  I  am  likewlfe  well  convinced,  that,  by  a 
very  fmall  addition  to  their  prefent  ftock  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  cloth,  the  culture  of  their  cloth  plant, 
W'hich  now  feemis  much  negledied,  will  be  'Iii- 


tirely  difregarded,  and  they  w  ill  rely  upon  the 
precarious  fupply  wdiich  may  be  obtained  from 
accidental  vilitors,  for  this  and  many  others  of 

y 

t 

the  moft  important  rcqoifites  of  foclal  life. 

Under  thefe  painiul  confiderations,  it  manl- 
feftly  appears  that  Europeans  arc  bound  by  all 
the  laws  of  humianlty,  regularly  to  furnifli  thoie 
v/ants  wEich  they  alone  have  created  ;  and  to  af¬ 
ford  the  inhabitants  from  time  to  time  fupplies 
of  fuch  Important  iilelul  articles  as  have  been  al¬ 
ready 
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ready  introduced,  and  which  having  excluded 
their  own  native  manufactures,  are,  in  moft  re¬ 
flects,  become  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  their 
whole  oeconomy  of  life  :  in  return  for  which  a 
valuable  confideration  would  be  received  in  pro*' 
vifions  and  refrefhments,  highly  beneficial  to  the 
traders  who  may  vifit  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  various  manufactures  in  iron  and  in  cloth 
have  become  fo  eflentially  requifite  to  their  com¬ 
mon  concerns,  that  Inftead  of  thefe  commodities 
being  reduced  in  their  value  by  the  frequent  vifits 
of  Europeans,  or  their  fupplics  of  food  and  re¬ 
frefhments  being  lefs  plentiful  in  return,  we  were 
ferved  with  every  article  in  the  greateft  profufion* 
Six  hogfheads  of  very  fine  pork  were  cured  ;  and 
had  we  been  better  provided  with  fait,  we  might 
have  fecured  ten  times  that  quantity  ;  and  failed 
with  a  large  fupply  for  prefent  ufe,  which  com¬ 
prehended  as  many  live  hogs  and  vegetables,  as 
we  could  find  room  to  difpofe  of ;  the  whole  pro¬ 
cured  at  leaft  200  per  cent,  cheaper  than  on  any 
of  Captain  Cook’s  vifits,  notwlthftanding  the  re¬ 
cent  departure  of  the  Pandora. 

Great  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  military 
operations  of  thefe  people.  On  our  firfi:  difco- 
very  of  thefe  illands  their  wars  were  principally 
of  a  maritime  nature  ;  but  at  prefent  it  fhould 
feem  they  were  conduCled  in  a  very  different 
manner.  For  although  fome  of  our  gentlemen 

extended 
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extended  their  excurfions  to  a  confiderabie  dlf- 
taiice,  not  a  fingle  war  canoe  was  feen  belonging 
to  Otaheite.  1  had  much  converfation  with  Ur- 
rtplah  on  this  fubjeit ;  from  whom  i  learned,  that 
in  their  late  contefts  they  had  found  them  fo  un¬ 
manageable,  particularly  when  the  wind  blew  at 
all  ftrong,  that  they  had  intirely  given  them  up, 
and  now  carried  on  their  enterprizes  by  land, 
uhns:  the  lar2:er  fort  of  their  common  canoes, 
when  their  wars  were  cfFenfive,  to  convey  them 
to  the  place  of  their  dcftination,  which  was  ge¬ 
nerally  effedled  under  cover  of  the  night,  or  in 
dark  rainy  weather. 

The  youth  of  Otoo  authorifes  us  to  fay  little 
more,  than  that  he  bore  every  appearance  of  be¬ 
coming  a  very  promifmg  man.  Some  circum- 

ftances  attendant  on  this  young  monarch  were 

«» 

fo  very  peculiar  and  extraordinary,  as  to  make  a 
few  obfervations  indiipenfable.  Amongfi:  the  firft 
was  the  curious  reftridlion  which  prohibited  his 
entering  any  of  our  habitations.  His  father,  when 
OiGQy  and  king  of  the  ifland,  was  under  no  fuch 
interdlclion ;  but,  as  frequently  as  his  inclina¬ 
tion  prompted,  vifited  our  fhips  and  tents  with¬ 
out  attaching  the  inconvenience  which  would 
now  have  fallen  upon  the  people  had  the  young 
king  done  the  fame.  Nor  w^as  the  grandfather 
Taow  then  treated  with  that  degree  of  obedience 
and  refped:,  which  Is  at  prefent  paid  to  him  on 

all 
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all  occafions.  The  origin  of  the  above  myfterions 
reftraint,  or  the  reafoning  on  which  it  has  been 
founded,  I  could  not  fatisfadlorily  learn.  The 
refult,  however,  of  my  enquiries  on  this  head 
induces  me  to  believe,  that  a  ceremony  very  fimi- 
lar  to  the  Natche  of  the  Friendly  iflands  defcribed 
by  Captain  Cook,  on  Poulahoii  fon  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  eat  in  company  with  his  father,  will  be 
performed  here.  This  ceremony  will  occupy  a 
tonfiderable  fpace  of  time,  after  which  he  will  . 
no  longer  be  carried  on  men's  fhoulders,  but  be 

j 

at  liberty  like  others  to  walk  about ;  but  when 
this  was  to  take  place  in  refpedl  of  Otoo,  I  could 
not  difcover  ;  for  as  often  as  the  queftion  was  put, 
fo  often  the  period  when  the  event  was  to  take 
place  varied.  It  was  like  wife  very  remarkable, 
that  we  never  faw  any  perfon  of  confequence  or 
refpedlablllty  about  the  young  monarch.  His 
neareft  relations,  though  they  paid  all  refpedt  to 
his  high  office,  did  not  appear  to  regard  or  con- 
verfe  with  him  ;  and  thofe  whofe  dutv  it  was  to 
attend  him  on  his  journies  between  Oparre  and 
our  encampment,  were  fervants  from  the  lowefi; 
order  of  the  people.  Amongft  thefe  'was  a  man 
named  Pet  err  ah,  who  apparently  was  ayery  flirewd, 
fcnfible  fellov/,  on  whofe  fhoulders  the  young 
klnp^  never  rode,  but  who,  on  all  occafions  adled 
as  meffenger,  and  bore  no  higher  office  than  that 
of  a  butler,  or  upper  fervant.  I  had  originally 

taken 
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taken  this  man  for  a  prleft  and  fort  of  preceptor; 
but,  on  repeated  enquiries,  they  always  pointed 
to  my  fteward  as  bearing  the  fame  office  with 
that  of 

Much  encomium,  and  with  great'  yufliice,  has 
been  beftowed  on  .the  beauty  of  the  female  inha- 

bitants  of  this  country.  I  cannot  avoid  acknow- 

•/ 

ledging  how  great  was  the.  difappolntment  I  ex* 
perienced,  in  confequence  of  the  early  impreffion 
I  had  received  of  their  fuperior  perfonal  endow¬ 
ments.  The  natives  thernfelves  freely  admit  the 
alteration,  which  in  a  few  years  has  taken  place, 
and  feem  to  attribute  much  of  the  caufe  to  the 
lamentable  difeafes  introduced  by,  European  viii- 
tors,  to  which  many  of  their  fineft'  women,  at  an 
early  period  of  life,  have  fallen  facrifices.  Beauty 
in  this  country,  efpecially  amongft  the  vvomen, 
is  a  flower  that  quickly  bloffioms,  and  as  quickly 
fades :  like  the  perfonal  accomplifhments  of  the 
Creoles  of  America,  theirs  foon  arrive  at  matu¬ 
rity,  remain  but  a  fhort  time  ftatlonary,  and  as 
rapidly  decay.  The  extrerne  deficiency  of  female 
beauty  on  thefe  iflands  makes  it  fmgularlyremark- 
able,  that  fo  large  a  proportion  of  the  crew  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Bounty,  fliould  have  become  fo 
Infatuated  as  to  facrifice  their  country,  their  ho¬ 
nor",  and  their  lives,  to  any  female  attachments  at 
Otaheite.  The  objects  of  their  particular  regard, 
VoL.  L  Y  by 
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by  whom  they  have  children,  we  frequently  law* 
Whatever  fuperiority  they  may  be  entitled  to 
from  their  mental  accomplifliments,  we  had  no 
opportunity  of  afcertalning  ;  but  wdth  refpeft  to 
their  perfohal  attractions,  they  were  certainly  not 
fuch  as  we  fliould  have  imagined  could  poffibly 
have  tempted  Englifhmen  to  fo  unpardonable  a 
breach  of  their  duty  ;  nor  were  any  of  the  wo¬ 
men  they  feleCled,  perfons  of  the  leaft  power  or 
confequence  in  the  ifland 

The  European  animals  and  plants  depofited 
here  by  Captain  Cook,  and  other  navigators,  with 
the  hope  of  their  future  increafe,  I  have  already 
had  occafion  to  regret,  had  been  almoft  intirely 
deftroyed  in  the  late  conflicts  of  the  contending 
parties.  My  concern  at  this  circumftance  was 
greatly  augmented,  not  only  by  my  having  little 
in  my  pov/er  with  which  I  could  replace  them, 
but  in  the  confidence  of  their  now  fucceedlng 
could  I  have  furnifhed  a  fupply ;  as  the  recent 
alteration  which  has  taken  place  in  the  govern¬ 
ment,  afforded  reafonable  grounds  to  believe  that, 

\ 

whatever  I  might  have  beflowed  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  would  have  been  carefully  proteCled. 
To  the  race  of  animals,  I  could  add  but  two  Cape 
geefe  and  a  gander.  We  planted  fome  vine  cut¬ 
tings  that  had  flourifhed  extremely  well  on  board; 
with  fome  orange  and  lemon  trees ;  and  an  affort- 

ment 


]  KOUND  THE  WORLD.  330 

merit  of  garden  feeds  ;  but  ks  nature  has  been  fa 
very  bountiful  in  the  variety  of  vegetables  ilie  has 

i 

beftowed  on  this  country,  the  natives  feem  to 
poffefs  little  defire  for  any  addition  ;  and,  if  a 
judgment  is  to  be  formed,  by  the  deplorable  ftate 
in  w  hich  we  found  the  feveral  fpots  where  foreign 
plants  and  feeds  had  been  depofited,  we  had  little 
feafon  to  be  fanguine  in  the  fuccefs  of  our  gar¬ 
dening.  Nor  do  1  believe  fuch  attempts  will  ever 
fucceed  until  fome  Europeans  fliall  remain  on. 
the  ifland,  and,  by  the  force  of  their  example, 
excite  ill  the  inhabitants  a  defire  of  cultiv^ating  the 
foil  by  their  maiiual  labour,  to  which  at  prefent 
they  are  almofi:  ftrangers. 

The  ava,  and  the  cloth  plant  in  a  fmall  pro¬ 
portion,  are  the  only  vegetables  which  the  Ota- 
heiteans  take  the  leaf:  trouble  to  cultivate.  Some 
few  indifferent  fliaddocks,  a  little  tolerably  good 
maize,  a  few  pods  of  the  capficon,  and  fome  very 
coarfe  radiflies,  were  the  only  produftions  I  faw 
from  the  various  and  numerous  vegetable  exotics, 
that,  from  time  to  time,  have  been  introduced 
into  this  ifland. 

The  milk  of  goats  not  having  been  appropri¬ 
ated  to  aiiy  ufe,  and  the  animal  not  being  fufii- 
ciently  fat  for  the  tafte  of  thefe  people,  they  have 
fallen  into  difrepute,  and  become  fcarce.  I  col- 
leded,  however,  a  fufficient  number  to  eftablifh  a 

Y  2  breed 
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breed  of  thofe  animals  on  the  Sandwfch  Iflands,.. 
in  cafe  1  (hould  there  find  them  acceptable  to  the 
inhabitants. 

The  few  aftronomical  and  nautical  obferva- 
tions,  here  made,  tending  only  to  our  own  ufeful 
and  neceffary  purpofes,  will  conclude  our  tranf- 
adlions  at  Gtaheite,  and  are  as  under,-  viz. 


Eighteen  fets  of  meridian  ob- 
fervations  of  the  zenith  diftances 
of  the  fun  and  flars,  gave  the 
latitude  of  the  obfervatory  by 
their  naean  refult  —  1/^  30^  20^^ 

.  Its  longitude,  by  the  chrono¬ 
meter,  allowing  the  Duity  bay 
rate,  to  the  1  Qth  of  January  at 


noon  —  —  —  20Q  58 

Its  Ibngltude’to  the  fame  time,- 
allowing  the  Pbrtfmouth  rate  214  18i 
Its  longitude  by  eighteen  fets 
of  diftances,  by  my  fextantS',  of 
^  a  eaft  of  her  —  —  210  31  53'^ 

-  Its  true  longitude,  as  determim 
ed  by  Captain  Cook  —  210  24  15 

By  our  obfervations  made  at  the  obfervatory 
the  firft  day,  viz.  the  7th  of  Januaryf/  on  allow¬ 
ing  the  Dufky  bay  rate,  the  chronometer  gave' 
the  longitude  209^  55’  45",  from  which  day  to  the:- 
igth  inftant  inclufiyC;  being  twelve  days  obferva- 


tions:. 
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tions  of  equal  altitudes,  it  was  found  gaining  at 
the  rate  of  4"  2'"  pxr  day,  and  faft  of  mean  time 
at  Greenwich,  on  the  20th  at  noon,  31^  42^^  46"'\ 
i\llowlng  the  chronometer  this  error,  and  the 
above  rate  of  going  finee  we  difcovered  the  iiland 
of  Oparre,the  difference  of  the  longitude  between 
it  and  point  Venus,  will  byfuch  means  be5®  14'45^^ 
weft,  and  confequently  its  longitude,  by  that 
mode  of  calculating,  v/ould  be  215"^  39';  my  ob- 
fervations  however  place  it  in  215^^  5  8''20'''';  the 
mean  between  the  tv/o  2 15^  48"' 40'',  I  fliould 
fuppofe  can  be  hable  to  little,  if  any  error  ;  and 
.as  fuch  I  flaali  adopt  it  for  the  true  longitude  of^ 
that  ifiand.  This  is  further  authonfed  on  find¬ 
ing,  that  by  nearly  the  fame  number  of  obferva- 
tions,  made  with  the  famie  inftruments  at  point 
Venus,  and  the  -fun  on  the  fame  fide  the  moon 
as  when  the  obfervations  were  taken  oft  Oparre, 

I  placed  that  point  7^  38''  to  the  eaftward  of  the 


tr. 


Mr.  Arnold’s  chronometer  on  board  the  Chat¬ 
ham,  when  taken  to  the  obfervatory,  v/as  found 
to  be  faft  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich  on  the 
20th  of  January  at  noon  2^  10^  25'"'' 46%  ^nd  to 
be  gaining  at  the  rate  of -1 9"  5 24""  per  day. 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  wdth  all 
our  cards,  and  compafles,  in  fifteen  lets  of  azi¬ 
muths,  varied  from  7^  to  5?  30^  eaft  varia- 

y  3  tion, 
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tlon,  giving  their  mean  refult  0^  12f 
vertical  inclination  as  under  :  ' 

Marked  end,  North  face  Eaft, 
Ditto  ditto  Weft, 

Ditto  South,  face  Eaft, 

Ditto  ditto  Weft, 

The  mean  vertical  inclination  of 
the  fouth  point  of  the  dipping  needle 


( 


V 


fjAK. 

and  the 

30°  15' 
31  13 
30  43 
30  47 

30  53 
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BOOK  THE  SECOND. 

■» 

VISIT  THE  SANDWICH  ISLANDS;  PROCEED  TO  SUR¬ 
VEY  THE  COAST  OP  NEW  ALBION  ;  PASS  THROUGH 
AN  INLAND  NAVIGATION;  TRANSACTIONS  AT 
NOOTKA  ;  ARRIVE  AT  PORT  ST.  FRANCISCO. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Pajpige  to  the  Sandwich  JJla?ids — Arrive  off 
Owhyhee — Vl/tt from  Tianna  and  other  Chiefs 
— Leave  Towereroo  at  Owhyhee — Proceed  to 
Leeward — Anchor  hi  Whytete  Bay  In  Waohoo — ? 
Arrival  at  Attowal. 

OUR  friends  having  quitted  us  foon  after  noou 
on  Tuefday  the  24th,  we  directed  our 
courfe  to  the  northward,  and  notwithftandinu;  we 
had  now  been  nearly  ten  months  abfent  from 
England,  it  was  not  until  the  prefent  moment 
that  our  voyage  could  be  cofidered  as  commenc¬ 
ed  ;  having  now  for  the  firft  time  pointed  our 
veffels’  heads  tow^ards  the  grand  objedl  of  the  ex¬ 
pedition.  I  cannot  help  mentioning  that  1  felt, 
on  this  occafion,  very  confiderabie  regret  for  the 
little  progrefs  we  had  hitherto  made.  It  w^as 
now  within  a  few  days  of  the  time  I  had  calcu- 

Y  4  lated, 
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lated,  agreeably  to  the  arrangements  in  England, 
that  we  fliould  be  quitting  the  Sandwich  illands 
which  w^ere  yet  at  the  remote  dlftance  of  nearly 
eight  hundred  leagues.  One  fatisfadlory  reflec¬ 
tion  however  w^as,  that  we  had  not  been  retarded 
by  any  mlfpent  time,  or  inexcufable  delays ;  and 
that  aIthouG:h  a  month  had  been  devoted  to  the 
examination  of  the  fouth-w^efi:  part  of  New  Hol¬ 
land,  that  period  was,  without  doubt,  not  unpro- 
fitably  employed.  Adverfe  winds,  and  the  in¬ 
different  failing  of  the  vefTels  had  principally  ope¬ 
rated  to  prevent  our  being  further  advanced. 

A  light  caftw^ardly  breeze  brought  us  in  ihe 
afternoon  within  fight  of  Titeroa,  and  at  fun-fet 
that  ifiand  bore  by  compafs  from  N.  by  W.  to 


N.  by  E. ; 


Otahclte  S.  E.  to  S.;  and  MoreaS.  S.W. 


to  S.W.  Our  progrefs  was  fo  flow  that,  at  noori 
on  Wednefday  the  25th,  we  obferved  in  lati¬ 
tude  17°  if  Morea  bearing  by  compafs  from 
S.  24  W.  to  S,  8  W. ;  Otaheite  from  S.  1 1  E.  to 
S.  41  E.  and  Titeroa  from  N.  85  5-  N.  45  E, 


about  three  or  four  miles  diftant.  Some  of  the 
inhabitants  vifited  us  from  this  ifland,  and  brought 
a  few  fowls,  fifi,  and  cocoa  nuts  to  barter.  The 
weather  falling  calm,  and  the  ilup  drifting  tafi: 
in  with  the  land,  w'e  were  employed  until  fun 
let  ill  towing  her  from  it.  At  this  time  a  light 
breeze  fpringlng  up  from  the  fouth  the  boats 
were  taken  on  board,  and  -  all  fail  made  to  the 

northward ; 
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northward ;  but  fo  tardily  did  we  proceed  that, 
on  Friday  the  27th,  in  the  morning,  Otaheite  and 
Morea  were  ft  ill  in  fight  aftern.  We  continued 
moving  at  this  gentle  rate  until  Wednefday  the 
ift  of  February,  at  which  time  we  had  reached 
only  the  latitude  of  13^  5F,  longitude  20y°  53^ 
The  wind  had  been  variable,  though  chiefly  from 
the  eaftern  quarter,  with  tolerably  fair  weather. 
From  this  period  our  progrefs  was  fomewhat  ac¬ 
celerated.  We  were  dally  viftted  by  numerous 
birds,  which  inhabit  the  low  half  drowned 
iftands  of  this  ocean,  varying  in  their  kinds  as 
well  as  numbers,  until  Wednefday  the  8th,  when, 
in  latitude  4°  35^,  and  longitude  20Q^  15^,  they 
appeared  to  have  intirely  deferted  us.  During 
this  laft  week  the  weather  had  been  clear.  thouo:Ii 
very  fultry,  with  a  moderate  breeze  between  the 
E.  N.  E.  and  N.  N.  E.  The  dead  reckoning  had 
hitherto  varied  about  half  a  degree  only  to  the 
weft  ward  of  the  chronometer;  but  as  we  now 
advanced,  we  found  a  very  ftrong  weftwardly 
current,  Vvhlch  affedted  us  fo  much,  that  when 
we  reached  the  equator,  which  w^as  about  noon 
on  Sunday  the  12th,  our  longitude  by  account 
w^as  210°  35^  although  by  the  chronometer  w^e 
were  then  in  207®  38'  only.  This  afternoon, 
Wednefday  the  15th,  a  fevv  birds  v/ere  aeain  feen 
about  the  Ihip  ;  the  winds  and  weather  continued 
nearly  the  fame,  attended  wdth  a  heavy  north- 

warlyd 
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W’ardly  fwell,  which  continued  to  be  very  unplea- 
fcinr,  and  generally  from  the  N.  E.  After  crof- 
fing  the  line,  the  current  feemed  to  fet  to  the 
north- w^eft ward,  until  in  latitude  4°  54^  north, ^ 
longitude  by  the  chronometer  204°  4^,  by  the 
dead  reckoning,  20g°  22^,  which  proved,  that 
hnce  we  had  entered  the  northern  hemifphere, 
we  had  been  fet,  in- the  courfe  of  three  days,  SI'' 
to  the  weftward,  and  50^  to  the  north.  From 
this  point  the  current  ceafed  to  fet  to  the  weft- 
ward,  but  continued  Its  northern  diredllon,  in- 
clinlrig  a  little  to  the  eaft,  at  the  rate  of  four  to 
five  leagues  per  day.  Several  birds,  which  had 
been  our  conftant  attendants  fince  the  ]  2th,  be¬ 
came  very  fcarce  after  this  evening.  The  trade 
wind  betw^een  N.  E.  and  E.  N.  E,  blew  a  frefh 
gale.  The  weather  in  general  was  cloudy,  with 
fqualls,  accooipanled  with  a  very  heavy  fea  from 
the  eaftward.  ^ 

i- 

The  fky,  on  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the 
lOth,  being  tolerably  clear,  I  was  enabled  to  ob¬ 
tain  fix  fcts  of  dlftances  of  (t  a  i3,  the  mean  refult 
of  which  fi^ave  the  longitude  204°  5^  the 
chronometer  fnevved  2oT'  6^  15^^;  latitude  0°  14^ 
Very  few^  birds  were  now  to  be  feen ;  but  in  the 
morning  one  or  two  turtles  were  obferved.  The 
wind  prevailing  to  the  northward  of  N.  E.,  ren^ 


*  The  latitude  Is  hereafter  to  be  confidered  as  north  lati¬ 
tude  until  it  liiall  be  otherways  indicated. 


dered 
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dered  our  reaching  the  Sandwich  idands,  without 
being  firft  led  a  confiderable  diftance  beyond 
them,  a  very  doubtful  circumiiancc.  This  in¬ 
duced  me  to  take  advantage  of  the  current,  which 
ftill  continued  to  fet  to  the  northward ;  and  by 
{landing  to  the  eaflward  or  northward  as  the 
wind  veered,  on  Thurfday  the  23d  we  reached 
the  latitude  of  12°  IB*",  the  longitude  by  the 
chronometer  203°  iC',  and  by  the  dead  reckon¬ 
ing  207°  42'^.  The  wind  now  blew  a  moderate 
breeze  moftly  from  the  eaftward  ;  which  per- 
rnitted  us  to  make  a  courfe  a  little  to  the  eaft¬ 
ward  of  north. 

On  Sunday  the  26th,  the  mean  refult  of  fix 
fets  of  diftances ([a ©  gave  the  longitude  at  noon 
203°  48^  the  chronometer  203°  4 0^  by  the  dead 
reckoning  208°  23^,  the  latitude  15°  2d  , 

The  wind,  which  was  light,  continued  be¬ 
tween  the  eaft  and  N.  E.  attended  with  a  hol¬ 
low’  rolling  fwell  from  the  N.  W.  On  Wed- 
nefday  the  2gth,  in  latitude  17°  22"',  longitude 
203''  30',  after  a  few  hours  calm,  towards  fun- 
fet  a  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  N.  W.  We 
now  flood  to  the  N.  N.  E.;  which  courfe,  by 
day-light  on  Thurfday  the  ift  of  March,  brought 
us  in  fight  of  Owhyhee,  bearing  by  compafs  from 
north  to  N.  by  E.  about  twenty-four  leagues 
diftant. 

The  order  for  prohibiting  general  trade  with 

the 
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the  Indians  was  again  read  to  the  fiilp’s  com¬ 
pany.  A  particular  attention  to  fuch  regulations 
with  perfons  circumftanced  as  wc  we  were,  was 
not  only  of  material  importance,  but  was  abfo- 
lutely  indifpenfable. 

As  the  day  advanced,  wdilch  was  delightfully 
pleafant,  the  wind  gradually  veered  round  to  the 
north- eaft ward,  which  enabled  us  fhortly  after 
noon  to  fteer  for  the  fouth  point  of  Owhyhee, 
then  bearing  by  compafs  N.  8  W.  14  leagues 
•diftant.  Our  latitude  v/as  now  18°  Q^,  longitude 
per  dead  reckoning  209^  33^;  by  the  chrono¬ 
meter  204°  IQh  which  latter  is  to  be  received  as 
the  true  longitude,  notwithftanding  the  diffe¬ 
rence  of  5°  14;  for  fo  much  had  we  been  afiedled 
by  weifern  or  lee  currents,  in  performing  this  very 
long  and  tedious  paffage.  About  midnight,  we 
paifed  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  fouth  point  of 
Ovvhj'hce ;  and  in  the  hope  of  procuring  fome 
provlfions  and  reireflimcnts,  as  we  failed  paft  the 
wxft  coaft  of  this  iftaiid  wc  kept  clofe  in  fhore. 

In  the  morning  of  Friday  the  2d,  with  a  light 
breeze  from  the  land,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
three  miles,  we  ftood  along  fhore  to  the  north¬ 
ward.  Several  canoes  came  off  with  a  fupply  of 


pigs,  and  vegetables;  aniongft  the  latter  were 
fome  very  excellent  water  melons  :  the  natives, 

w  « •  V 

however,  demanded  a  very  exorbitant  return  for 
thefc  refrcihments,  and  feemed  very  inditterent 

about 
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about  trading,  or  diaving  any  other  communi¬ 
cation  with  us.  At  nooiL  on  Saturday  the  3d, 
with  very  picafant  weather  and  light  breezes, 
generally  from  off  the  land,  Karakakooa  bore 
north  about  five  miles  diftant ;  and  we  had  now 
the  fatisfadlion  of  finding  our  chronometer,  i  al¬ 
lowing  the  Otaheitean  rate,  to  agree  within  a 
few  feconds  of  its  longitude  as  fettled  by  Captain 
Cook.  The  Portfmouth  rate  made  it  18^  to 
the  eaftward.  On  board  the  Chatham,  Mr. 
Arnold’s  chronometer  errM  2T  to  the  weftward^ 
according  to  its  rate  of  going  as  fettled  at  Ota- 
heite. 

The  fteep  precipice  wTich  forms  the  north 
fide  of  Karakakooa  bay,  renders  it  too  remarkable 
to  be  eafily  mifraken,  efpecially  as  the  interior 
country  rifes  thence  more  abruptly  than  from  the 
eoaff  to  the  north  or  fouth  of  the  bay ;  wTich,- 
althou2:h  prefenting;  both  wood-land  and  culti- 
vated  country  above  the  barren  rocky  fhoreS' 
W'here  the  habitations  of  the  natives  are  chiefly 
fituated,  is,  neverthelefs,  in  a  great  degree  deiH- 
tute  of  that  diverfity  of  profpedl  which  might 
have  been  cxpedled  here,  and  which  is  alfo  the 
general  character  of  all  this  fide  of  the  ifland. 

Several  canoes  having  flood  to  fea  after  us  in 
the  morning,  we  now  brought  to,  for  the  purpofe 
of  trading  wdth  them  ;  and  were  foon  honored 
wdth  a  vifit  from  Tm?ma,  the  perfon  mentioned 


m 
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in  Mr.  Meares’s  voyage.  He  was  received  in  a 
manner  agreeable  to  the  diftinguiflied  charad:er 
he  had  been  reprefented  to  fupport;  and  which^ 
from  his  grateful  inquiries  after  his  patron,  he  ap¬ 
peared  to  deferve.  This  corriplimentary  cohver- 
fation  he  feemed  defirous  of  fpeedlly  putting  an. 
end  to,  being  very  anxious  to  acquaint  us  that, 
fince  his  return  from  China,  he  had  refided  oh* 
this  illand;  where  many  fevere  conflicts  had  taken 
place  ;  in  which  he  had  taken  part  with  Tamaah- 
maah^  againft  Teamawheere;  who,  it  feemed,  had, 
•fince  the  death  of  Tereeoboo;  fliared  the  govern¬ 
ment  with  Tamaahmaah,  In  one  of  thefe  bat¬ 
tles  Tianna  having  fhot  Tedmawheere,  a  complete 
victory  was  gained,  and  thefe  two  chiefs  agreed 
to  divide  the  ifland  between  them.  Tdmaahmaah 
becoming  the  fovereign  over  the  three  northern, 
and  Tianna  of  the  three  ibuthern  diftriefis.' 

Uunderflianding  that  I  purpofed  going  diredlly 
to  the  Leeward  ifiands,  Tianna  requefted  he 
might  be  permitted  to  accompany  us,  and,  with 
his  wives  and  retinue,  to  fieep  on  board ;  with 
wdiicli  requeft  I  thought  proper  to  comply.  From 
the  charadler  given  of  this  chief, I  was  not  a 
little  furprized  to  find  him  totally  ignorant  of 
'our  language,  and  unable  to  pronounce  a  fmgle 
word  articulately  ;  but  by  our  knowledge  of  his 
fipeech  vs^e  foon  underftood,  that,  fmoe  the  pre- 

Meares’s  Voyage. 
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ceding  autumn,  not  any  vefl^el  had  arrived ;  that 
about  that  time  three  or  four  American  brigs^ 
and  one,  in  which  was  Mr.  Colnett,  belonging  to 
Macao,  had  vifited  the  iflaiids ;  and,  that  it  was 
not  poihble  for  any  veffels  to  touch  at  the  other 
iflands,  without  himfelf  ai^d  the  people  of  Owhy- 
hee  being  informed  of  their  arrival.  This  intel¬ 
ligence  made  me  defpair  of  meeting  the  ftore- 
Ihip,  and  the  hope  which  I  had  fo  long  indulged,, 
as  a  compenfation  for  tlie  tardy  progrefs  whick 
circumftances  had  hitherto  compelled  us  to  make, 
now  feemed  intirely  to  vanifli. 

Tianna  viewed  every  tranfaftlon  on  board  with 
attentive  admiration,  whilfi:  our  numbers  feemed 
to  create  in  his  mind  a  degree  of  furprize  he  Vvas 
unable  tb  fubdue.  In  the  courfe  of  the  everim^ 
he  held  frequent  converfatloiis  with  Towerer^o^ 
and  during  the  night  h‘e  was  feveral  times  on 
deck,  endeavouring;  to  afcertain  the  number  of 
men  on  duty  in  the  different  parts  of  the  (hip. 

The  retinue  of  Tiarma  on  this  occafion  was  to 
confift  of  a  confiderable  number  ;  part  vrcre  to 
attend  him  on  board  the  Difcovery,  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  was  to  proceed  iu  the  Chatham.  His 
rcfidencc  was  a  little  to  the  north  of  Karakakooa; 
and  as  it  was  propofcd  his  fuite  (liould  be  taken 
on  board  the  next  afternoon,  we  kept  off  that  ita- 
tion.  A-  meflenger,  apparently  of  fome  confe- 
quencc,  was  difpatcbed  to  the  (Irorc  with  direc¬ 
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tions  for  this  purpofe  the  preceding  evening  ;  in 
j  the  forenoon  of  Sunday  the  4th,  however,  feveral 
confultations  took  place  with  thofe  about  him, 
■which  finally  ended  in  his  declining  to  accom¬ 
pany  us  to  Attowai.  The  converfation  he  had 
held  with  Towereroo  had  induced  him  to  believe 
that  the  fervices  of  this  lad  might  be  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  him  ;  and  as  he  promifed  ^Towereroo 
a  very  handfome  eitablifiiment  of  houfe,  land, 
and  other  advantages,  I  thought  it  advifeable  to 
fix  him  w  ith  Ttanna  for  the  prefent,  that,  on  my 
return  in  the  winter,  I  might  be  enabled  to  form 
fome  judgment  of  his  treatment.  Morotoi,  the 
native  ifland  of  Towereroo,  was  in  a  ftate  of  great 
confufion,  in  confequence  of  its  being  the  general 
rendezvous  of  Tlteere  and  Taio,  the  Tovereigns  of 
Woahoo  and  Attovvai,  w'ho  were  then  meditating 
a  w^ar  af^ainft  this  Ifland.  This  w^as  an  additional 
reafon  for  confentlng  to  the  arrangement.^  To-- 
wereroo,  though  exceedingly  anxious  to  accept 
Ttanna  s  offer,  feemed  to  eK.tertain  great  doubts 
as  to  the  future  fafety  of  hlmfelf  and  his  property; 
to  the  lafi:  moment  he  had  his  choice  of  remain¬ 
ing  on  board,  or  departing  with  Ttanna  ;  and, 
notwithftandlng  he  did  not  hefitate  to  prefer  the 
latter,  yet  he  earneftly  requefted  the  few  clothes 
he  had  left,  and  the  articles  I  had  given  him, 
fince  our  leavina  Otaheite,  might  be  taken  care 
of  on  board,  until  our  return  ;  and  he  w^ould 
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take  with  him  a  very  fmall  affortment  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  articles  of  traffic  only,  to  fupply  his  prefent 
ncceffities. 

As  Tianna  had  feveral  goats,  I  did  not  prefent 
him  wdth  any  of  thefe  animals,  but  made  him 
very  happy  by  giving  him,  fomc  vine  and  orange 
plants,  fome  almonds,  and  an  aflortment  of 
garden  feeds,  to  all  of  which  he  promifed  the 
moft  particular  care  and  attention.  After  re¬ 
ceiving  fome  acceptable  valuables  in  return  for 
ten  fmall  hogs,  he  took  his  leave  of  us  with  To- 
wereroo  about  five  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  though 
he  affefted  to  be  pretty  well  fatisfied  with  his  re¬ 
ception,  and  flattered  with  being  faluted  wdth 
four  guns  on  his  departure,  yet  it  w^as  very  evident 
he  was  extremely  difappointed  and  chagrined  in 
not  having  been  able  to  procure  any  fire  arms  or 
ammunition;  which  were  anxioufly  follcited,  not 
only  by  himfelf  but  by  all  his  countrymen,  and 
by  us  as  uniformly  refufed. 

To  the  care  of  Towereroo  I  intrufted  a  letter, 
addreffed  to  the  officer  commanding  the  vefibl 
charged  with  ftores  and  provifions  for  our  fervice, 
acquainting  him  with  our  departure  from  Ow  hy- 
hee,  and  of  my  intention  to  call  at  the  Leew^ard 
iflands  to  recruit  our  water,  after  wfiich,  w'e 
fhould  proceed  immediately  to  the  coaft  of  Ame¬ 
rica  :  and  1  diredled  him  to  follow  us  thither 
wdthout  lofs  of  time,  aerceablv  to  the  arran2:e- 
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merits  I  had  previoufly  made  with  the  Secretary 
of  State’s  office. 

As  we  flood  along  fhore  with  a  light  breeze, 
we  were  in  the  evening  greatly  furprized  on  being 
hailed  from  a  large  canoe,  which  was  meeting  us, 
in  broken  Englifh,  demanding  who  we  were, 
and  to  what  country  we  belonged,  and  very  ci¬ 
villy  requefting  to  be  admitted  on  board.  This 
being  granted,  the  fpeaker  proved  to  be  a  young 
man  named  Tarehooa,  a  native  of  Attowai,  who 
had  accompanied  a  Mr.  John  Ingram  command¬ 
ing  an  American  fliip  laden  with  furs,  from  North 
Weft  America,  bound  to  Bofton  in  New  Eng¬ 
land  by  the  way  of  China.  TareJmoa  had  been 
with  Mr.  Ingram  in  North  America  about  feven 
months,  and  had  returned  in  a  brig  with  him 
fome  months  before. 

His  prefent  mafter,  he  informed  me,  was  a 
chief  named  Kahowmotoa,  of  great  importance, 
and  nearly  equal  in  confequenee  with  Tianna ; 
and  who  like  him  had  been  very  inftrumental  in 
gaining  for  Tamaahmaah  the  fovereignty  of  the 
whole  ifland.  We  were  inftantly  made  known  to 
this  chief,  who  prefented  me  with  a  letter  written 
in  Spanifli,  dated  Sloop  Princefs  Royal,  March 
28,  1791,”  (probably  the  fame  veflel  that  was 
captured  at  Nootka)  attended  by  an  Englifh  tranf- 
lation  of  the  fame  date,  and  both  figned  Ema¬ 
nuel  Kimper;”  recommending  in  the  ftrongeft 
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terms  Tamaahmaah,  Ttafma,  and  tliis  clilef  Ka- 
howmotGo,  for  their  having,  on  all  ocafions,  ihewii 
Mr.  Kimperand  his  people  every  mark  of  friendly 
attention  and  hofpitality.  Kahozv??iotoo  prefented 
me  with  three  fine  hogs,  for  which  in  return  he 
received  ample  compenfation;  but,  like  Tnmna, 
was  much  mortified  that  it  had  not  been  made 
in  arms  or  ammunition.  He  requefted  to  Deep 
on  board,  and  that  his  canoe  might  be  taken  in 
tow,  In  both  of  which  he  was  indulged.  Much 
converfation  took  place  in  the  evening.  He  con¬ 
firmed  the  account  given  by  Tlarma  of  the  non¬ 
arrival  of  any  veffels  for  fome  months  paft,  and 
the  wars  which  had  taken  place;  but  it  was  ex- 
ceffively  difficult  to  reconcile  the  ftory  he  told  of 
Tianna,  with  that  which  Tianna  had  related  of 
himfelf.  Tianna^  atchlevements  he  readily  ad¬ 
mitted,  and  candidly  allowed  him  great  merit  for 
his  military  exploits ;  but  denied  his  having  equal 
power  w^ith  Tamaahmaah\  faying,  there  was  but 
one  aree  de  hoi  over  all  Owhyhee,  and  he  was  Ta¬ 
maahmaah;  and  that  if  Tianna  was  an  aree  dehoi, 
fo  alfo  muft  he  be,  and  other  chiefs  of  equal  con- 
fequence  with  Tianna  and  himfelf. 

This  inftance  will  ferve  to  Illuftrate  how  very 
difficult  it  is,  according  to  our  comprehenfion  of 
their  language,  to  obtain  matter  of  fad!  from 
thefe  people ;  and  that  nothing  Ihort  of  indefa¬ 
tigable  labour  can  obtain  the  truth,  and  corredt 
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information,  from  man  in  fo  early  a  ftate  of  civi¬ 
lization. 

The  next  morning  we  were  abreaft  of  the 
fouth  point  of  Toca-yah-ha  bay,  near  which  is 
KaJLow7notoD  s  refidence.  It  was  a  great  pleafure 
to  obferve  the  avidity  with  which  all  the  chiefs 
who  had  vifited  the  flilp  fought  after  the  vege¬ 
table  produdtions  wx  had  brought  •  which,  if  at- 
tended  to,  will  in  future  add  to  their  prefent 
abundant  produdlion.  Kahowmotoo  was  very 
anxious  to  obtain  every  acquifition  of  this  fort, 
and  was  made  very  happy  by  receiving  fome  fine 
orange  plants,  and  a  packet  of  different  garden 
feeds;  and  likewife  a  goat  and  kid.  With  thefe 
valuables  he  appeared  to  be  highly  delighted,  and 
promifed  to  give  them  his  greateft  care  and  at¬ 
tention. 

Tar eehooa,  who  preferred  the  name -of  Jack, 
had  been  with  Mr.  Ingram  in  the  capacity  of  a 
fervant ;  but  was  now  promoted  to  the  office  of 
interpreter  in  the  fervice  of  this  chief,  which  he 
by  no  means  badly  executed.  Jack  was  extremely 
felicitous  to  remain  on  board,  and  to  accompany 
ns  on  our  voyage.  As  he  appeared  to  be  a  very 
ffirewd  adlive  fellow,  and  there  was  a  probabi¬ 
lity  of  his  being  made  ufeful,,  I  accepted  of  his 
fervices  on  Monday  the  5th,  to  which  the  chief 
confented,  though  with  a  mixture  of  regret,  and 
a  friendly  regard  for  Jack’s  future  advantage  and 
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fuccefs.  After  being  fainted  with  four  guns,  a 
compliment  which  Tia7tna  had  received,  and 
taking  a  very  affedionate  leave  of  his  interpreter, 
Kahowmotoo  departed  with  the  moft  friendly  af- 
furance,  that  whenever  we  fliould  think  proper 
to  viht  his  diftrift,  we  fhould  be  abundantly  fup- 
plied  with  refrefhments. 

A  light  breeze,  chiefly  from  the  fouth,  advanc¬ 
ed  us  flowly  towards  the  north  point  of  Owhy- 
hee,  until  the  trade  wind  at  E.  N.  E.  no  longer 
intercepted  by  the  high  mountains  which  com- 
pofe  the  ifland,  met  us  ;  when  we  diredled  our 
courfe  towards  Woahoo.  Early  in  the  morning 
of  Tuefday  the  6th,  being  well  in  with  the  ifland 
of  Tahoorowa,  the  Chatham’s  fignal  was  made 
to  denote  our  fituation  in  bearing  up  along  the 
fouth  fldc  of  that  ifland  ;  but  as  neither  this  nor 
fome  previous  flgnals  had  been  acknowledged,  I 
concluded  the  Chatham  had  remained  becalmed 
under  the  high  land  of  Owhyhee  ;  whilfl  we  had 
benefited  by  a  very  fine  gale,  owing  to  our  being 
a  little  further  advanced  ;  and  Woahoo  being 
our  next  appointed  rendezvous,  a  long  feparation 
could  not  be  apprehended.  The  trade  wind  blew 
ftrong  from  the  N.  E.  until  we  were  under  the 
lee  of  Ranai,  when  light  and  variable  winds  fuc^ 
ceeded.  At  noon  Tahoorowa  by  compafs  bore 
S.  88  E.;  the  S.  W.  part  of  Mowee  N.  7Q  E.; 
the  eaft  part  of  Ranai  N.  6o  E.;  fouth  point 

Z  3  N.  2u 


358  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVEEY  [mAECH, 

N.  20  E.;  north  weft  point  N.  18  W.;  and  the 
weftern  part  of  Morotoi  indiftindlly  feen,  bore 
N.  N.  W.  In  this  fituation  the  latitude  was  ob- 
ferved  to  be  20°  41',  longitude  by  the  chrono- 
nometcr  203 '  2'.  The  fouth  point  of  Ranai 
being  the  near  eft  land,  was  about  four  miles  dif- 
tant,  and  was  placed  by  our  obfervations  l' fouth, 
and  5 1  to  the  weft  of  the  fituation  affigned  to  it 
by  Captain  King,  In  the  afternoon  feme  few  of 
the  natives  vifited  us  from  Ranai,  merely,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  to  fatisfy  their  curiofity,  as  they  brought 
w  ith  them  fcarcely  any  thing  for  barter.  Indeed, 
the  dreary  and  defolate  appearance  of  their  ifland, 
feemed  a  fufficient  apology  for  their  coming 
empty  handed.  The  apparent  fterility  of  the 
country,  and  a  few  fcattered  miferable  habita¬ 
tions  which  we  were  able  with  pur  glafles  to  dif- 
cern,  indicated  the  part  of  it  now  prefented  tp 
our  view  to  be  very  thinly  inhabited,  and  inca¬ 
pable  of  affording  any  of  its  productions  to,  ftran- 
gers.  During  the  afternoon  we  proceeded  to  the 
north  along  the  weft  fide  of  Ranai ;  and,  towards 
fumfet  again  met  the  trade  wind,  which  about 
midnight  brought  us  in  fight  of  Woahoo,  bearing 
by  compafs  weft  fix  or  feven  miles  diftant.  We 
plied  until  day  light  of  Wednefday  the  7th,  when 
we  directed  our  courfe  along  the  fouth  fide  of 
that  ifland,  vvhofe  eaftern  fhores  bear  a  fimllar 
deiblate  appearance  to  thofe  of  Ranai,  and  are 
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principally  compofed  of  barren  rocks  and  high 
precipices,  which  fall  perpendicularly  into  the 
fea.  We  did  not  pafs  at  a  greater  diftance  than 
a  league,  yet  verdure  or  cultivation  was  not  any 
where  to  be  feen.  From  its  eaft  point  the  north 
eaft  fide  of  Woahoo  takes  a  direftion  N.  35  W. 
off  which  are  fcattered  fome  detached  iflets  and 
rocks  ;  the  northernmofl  of  thefe  which  we  faw, 
is  a  low  flat  rock,  lying  from  the  eaft  point  N.  22 
W.  three  or  four  leagues  diftant ;  and  near  the 
fhore  was  a  hill  whofe  fummit  bears  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  volcanic  crater.  The  land  to  the  north 
of  the  eaft  point  feemed  much  indented,  but 
whether  capable  of  affording  any  ftielter  or  not, 
we  were  too  far  off  to  dlfcern.  On  the  fouth 
eaft  part  of  this  ifland  are  two  remarkable  pro¬ 
montories,  which  lie  from  each  other  S.  81  W. 
and  N.  8 1  E.  about  feven  miles  afunder ;  the  firft 
or  eafternmoft  of  thefe  is  formed  of  barren  rocky 
cliffs,  rifing  fo  fuddenly  from  the  fea,  that  to  all 
appearance  veffels  might  brufla  their  fides  in  paff- 
Ing  them  ;  whence  the  land  falls  a  little  back, 
and  forms  a  fhallow  bay  in  a  northern  direction, 
where  the  different  colours  in  the  water  indicated 
a  rocky  bottom  ;  on  the  beach  the  furf  broke  very 
violently,  behind  which  a  lagoon  extended  fome 
diftance  to  the  northward.  Should  the  bottom 
be  found  good,  veffels  might  ride  in  this  bay  to¬ 
lerably  well  protected  agalnft  the  general  trade 
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wind  ;  but  as  our  place  of  rendezvous  was  round 
the  fecond  promontory,  we  did  not  examine  it  in 
a  more  particular  manner.  Continuing  our  courfe 
about  nine  we  hauled  round  the  reef  which  lies 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  that  point,  and 
had  foundings  from  22  to  10  fathoms;  in  which 
latter  depth  of  water  we  anchored  about  ten 
o’clock,  the  bottom'  fand  and  pieces  of  fmall 
coral.  This  promontory,  which  is  the  fouth 
point  of  the  ifland,  has  alfo  on  its  top  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  crater,  formed  by  volcanic  eruptions  ; 
this  bore  by  compafs  N.  82  E.;  the  outward  part 
of  the  reef  S.  81  E.;  the  wefiiernmoft  part  of  the 
land  in  fight  N.  82  W.  a  break  in  the  reef,  Vv^hich 
extends  at  irregular  diftances  along  the  Ihore, 
N.  20  W.;  a  low  fandy  point,  near  the  weft  end 
of  a  large  Indian  village  N.  7  W.;  and  the  middle 
of  the  village  (^where,  the  natives  informed  us, 
we  might  land  in  perfccft  fafcty  with  our  boats) 
N.  N.  E.  about  two  miles  diftant.  We  examined 
a  confiderable  fpace  around  the  fliip,  and  found 
in  fliore  the  fame  defcrlptlon  of  bottom,  though 
the  coral  which  principally  compofed  it  was  of 
fo  foft  a  nature,  as  to  caufe  little  apprehenfion 
for  the  fafety  of  our  cables.  The  depth  of  water 
within  us  gradually  decreafed  to  fix  fathoms,  and 
without,  to  the  diftance  of  nearly  a  mile,  as  gra¬ 
dually  Increafed  to  25  and  30  fathoms,  where  the 
bottom  was  found  to  be  a  fine  grey  fand. 
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As  our  quarter  deck  required  caulking,  the 
carpenters  were  immediately  employed  on  this 
bufinefs.  Some  few  of  the  natives  vifited  us 

t 

from  the  fliore,  who  broiieht  in  their  canoes  a 
very  fparing  fupply  of  refrefliments,  amongft 
which,  the  mufle  and  water  melons  made  no  in- 
confiderable  part,  and  were  very  excellent  of  their 
kinds.  The  fituation  occupied  by  us  in  this  bay, 
which  the  natives  call  Whyteete,  feeraed  nearly 
as  eligible  as  moft  of  the  anchoring  places  thefe 
iflands  are  generally  found  to  afford.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  were  exceffively  orderly  and  docile,  al¬ 
though  there  was  not  a  chief  or  any  perfon  of 
diftinclion  amongft  them  to  enforce  their  good 
behaviour  ;  neither  man  nor  wmman  attempted 
to  come  on  board,  v/ithout  firft  obtaining  per- 
miffion  ;  and  when  this  w^as  refufed,  they  re¬ 
mained  perfedlly  quiet  in  their  canoes  alongfidc. 

The  information  obtained  at  Owhyhee,  that 
Tit e ere  and  with  moft  of  the  principal 

chiefs  and  warriors  of  this  ifland,  and  thofe  to  lee- 
•ward,  were  on  a  hoftile  expedition  at  Morotoi 
and  Mo  wee,  w^as  here  confirmed  ;  but  differed  as 
to  the  immediate  caufe  of  their  abfence,  wff  ich 
w^as  now  reprefented  to  be  for  the  purpofe  of  re¬ 
pelling  an  invafion  likely  to  take  place  from 
Owhyhee,  by  Tamaahmaah,  Kohowmotoo,  and 
Ttanna,  This,  in  a  great  meafure,  feemed  to 
account  for  the  fmall  number  of  inhabitants  who 
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vifited  us,  the  wretched  condition  of  their  ca¬ 
noes,  and  the  fcanty  fupply  of  their  country’s 
produce  which  they  brought  to  market.  On  the 
fliores,  the  villages  appeared  numerous,  large, 
and  in  good  repair  ;  and  the  furrounding  country 
pleafmgly  interfperfed  with  deep,  though  not  ex- 
tcnfive  valleys ;  which,  with  the  plains  near  the 
fca-fide,  prefented  a  high  degree  of  cultivation 
and  fertility.  The  apparent  docility  of  thele 
people,  who  have  been  reprefented  by  former  vi- 
fitors  as  the  moft  daring  and  unmanageable  of 
any  who  belong  to  the  Sandwich  iilands,  might 
probably,  be  attributed  in  a  great  rneafure  to  the 
abfence  of  their  fighting  men,  and  to  our  manir 
feft  fuperiorlty  in  numbers,  regularity  in  point  of 
order,  and  military  government ;  which  feemed 
to  make  a  wonderful  irnpreffioii  on  all  who  were 
permitted  to  come  on  board,  and  who,  to  ^  man, 
appeared  very  much  afraid  of  fire-arms.  This 
was  evinced,  on  our  mounting  guard  to  pofltho 
centincls  round  the  fhip.  On  this  occafion  they 
ail  haftily  paddled  towards  the  fliore,  and  it  was 
not  without  much  perfuafion  that  they  were  in¬ 
duced  to  return. 

It  appeared  very  fingular,  that  the  war  of  which 
we  had  heard  fo  much,  was  not  yet  beguri ;  anci 
KaJioivmotGo,  w  ho  had  frequently  mentioned  the 
fubjedt,  fald  they  were  not  to  begin  the  combat 
until  after  the  expiration  of  fifteen  months.  If 

this 
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this  information  be  corre61:,  defigns  fo  long  pre¬ 
meditated  ,  or  preparations  delayed  fo  long  from 
being  carried  into  execution,  were  hard  to  ac¬ 
count  for.  Taio  and  Ttteere  had  now  been  fe- 
veral  months  from  their  refpeftive  governments. 

Our  new  fhip-mate  Jack  became  very  ufeful; 
he  took  upon  him  to  reprefent  us  in  the  moft 
formidable  pqint  of  view  to  all  his  countrymen ; 
magnifying  our  powers,  and  augmenting  our 
numbers,  and  proclaiming  that  we  were  not  tra¬ 
ders,  fuch  as  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  fee ; 
but  that  we  were  belonging  to  King  George,  and 
were  all  mighty  warriors.  This  being  his  conftant 
difcourfe,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  his  coun¬ 
trymen  became  much  intimidated ;  and  as  this 
could  be  productive  of  no  ill  confequences,  we 
permitted  Jack  to  proceed  in  his  encomiums, 
and  unanimoufly  agreed  it  would  not  be  his  fault 
if  we  were  iiot  in  high  repute  amongft  the  illan- 
ders. 

After  caulking  the  decks  I  purpofed  to  execute 
fuch  trivial  repairs,  at  this  place,  as  might  be 
found  neceffary  to  the 'rigging,  &c.  &c.  provided 
that  water,  for  W'hich  I  was  alone  folicitous, 
could  be  procured  ;  as  the  abundant  and  excel¬ 
lent  refrefhments  we  had  obtained  at  Otaheite, 
and  the  high  ftate  of  health  which  we  had  en¬ 
joyed  fince  our  leaving  Duiky  bay,  rendered  fup- 
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pH  es  of  any  other  nature  a  fecondary  confidera- 
tion. 

For  this  purpofe^  attended  by  two  armed  boats-, 
and  a  guard  of  i'even  marines,  I  landed,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mr.  Mudge,  Mr.  Whidbey,  and  Mr. 
Menzies.  Our  boats  remained  perfectly  quiet  on 
the  beach^  having  paffed  to  the  fhore  between 

I 

fome  rocks,  which  completely  protedled  it  from 
the  furf.  The  natives,  who  were  prefent,  received 
us  in  a  very  orderly  manner.  Two  buftling  men 
with  large  flicks,  kept  the  few  fpedlators  at  a  re- 
fpedtfu!  diflance:  to  thefe  I  made  fome  prefents; 
and,  on  inquiring  for  v/ater,  they  diredled  us  to 
fome  ftagnant  brackifli  ponds  near  the  beach. 
This  being  rej^cled,  we  were  given  to  underfland 
that  good  water  was  to  be  had  in  abundance  at 
fome  dlftance,  to  which  they  readily  undertook 
to  condudl  us  :  and  as  they  all  appeared  friendly 
and  pacific,  the  boats  were  left  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Swaine  and  Mr.  Manby;  and  w^e  proceeded,  with 
our  guard,  in  fearch  of  the  promifed  fupply.  Our 
guides  led  us  to  the  northward  through  the  vil¬ 
lage,  to  an  exceedingly  w^cll-made  caufeway, 
about  twelve  feet  broad,  with  a  ditch  on  each 
fide. 

This  opened  to  our  view  a  fpacious  plain, 
which,  in  the  immiediate  vicinity  of  the  village, 
had  the  appearance  of  the  open  common  fields  in 
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England  ;  but^  on  advancing,  the  major  part  ap¬ 
peared  divided  into  fields  of  irregular  iliape  and 
^figure,  which  wT.re  feparated  from  each  other  by 
low  ftone  walls,  and  were  in  a  very  high  ftatc  of 
cultivation,  Thefe  feveral  portions  of  land  wcm 
planted  with  the  eddo  or  taro  root,  in  different 
ffages  of  inundation  ;  none  being  perfectly  dry, 
and  fome  from  three  to  fix  or  ievcn  inches  under 
water.  The  caufeway  led  us  near  a  mile  from 
the  beach,  at  the  end  of  w'hich  was  the  water  we 
were  in  queft  of.  It  was  a  rivulet  five  or  fix  feel 
wide,  and  about  two  or  three  feet  deep,  well 
banked  up,  and  nearly  motionlefs ;  fome  fmail 
rills  only,  finding  a  paffage  through  the  dams 
that  checked  the  fluggifli  ffream,  by  Vvhic'h  a 
conftant  fupply  was  afforded  to  the  taro  planta¬ 
tions.  The  water  w^as  excellent,  but  the  road 
was  too  rough  and  hard  for  roiling  our  caflcs 
fuch  a  diftance,  without  expofing  them  to  great 
damage.  This  induced  me  to  make  our  guides 
underffand,  that,  if  the  inhabitants  would  col¬ 
lect,  and  carry  this  wTitcr  on  board  in  gourds, 
they  fhould  1)e  well  revwarded  for  their  trouble. 
The  offer  was  inftantly  communicated  to  their 
neighbours  about  us,  who  immediately  replied, 
we  fnould  have  an  ample  fupply  the  next  day. 
At  the  termination  of  the  caufew'ay,  the  paths  of 
communication  wdth  the  dliferent  fields  or  plan¬ 
tations  were  on  thefe  narrow  ftone  walls ;  very 

ruiTired, 

V'C  ' 


366  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [mARCH^ 

rugged^  and  where  one  perfon  only  could  pafs  at 
a  time*  The  gentlenefs  and  civility  of  the  na¬ 
tives  tempted  us  to  extend  our  walk  through  the 
plantations,  which  we  found  very  pleafant;  A 
fine  refrefliing  breeze  prevailed,  and  the  Indians 
kept  at  a  fufficicnt  diftance  to  prevent  their 
company  being  incommodious.  In  this  excur- 
fion  we  found  the  land  in  a  high  flrate  of  culti¬ 
vation,  moftly  under  immediate  crops  of  taro  ; 
and  abounding  with  a  variety  of  wild  fowl,  chiefly 
of  the  duck  kind,  fome  of  which  our  fportfmen 
fhot,  and  they  w^ere  very  fine  eating.  The  fides 
of  the  hills,  which  were  at  fome  diftance,  feemed 
rocky  and  barren ;  the  intermediate  vallies,  which 
were  all  Inhabited,  produced  fome  large  trees, 
and  made  a  pleafmg  appearance.  The  plains, 
however,  if  w^e  may  judge  from  the  labour  be- 
flowed  on  their  cultivation,  feem  to  afford  the 
principal  proportion  of  the  different  vegetable 
productions  on  which  the  inhabitants  depend  for 
their  fubfiftence.  The  foil,  though  tolerably  rich, 
,and  producing  rather  a  luxuriant  abundance,  dif¬ 
fers  very  materially  from  that  of  Matavai,  or  the 
other  parts  of  Otahelte.  At  Woahoo,  Nature 
feems  only  to  have  aCted  a  common  part  in  her 
difpenfations  of  vegetable  food  for  the  fervice  of 
man ;  and  to  have  almofl  confined  them  to  the 
taro  plant,  the  raifing  of  w^hlch  is  attended  wdth 
much  care,  ingenuity,  and  manual  labour.  In 
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the  feveral  parts  of  its  culture,  the  inhabitants, 
whether  planting,  weeding,  or  gathering,  muft, 
during  the  whole  of  theie  operations,  be  up  to 
their  middle  in  mud,  and  expofed  to  the  rays  of  a 
vertical  fun :  whereas,  on  the  plains  oi  Otaheite, 
the  furface  teems,  as  it  were,  fpontaneoufly  v/ltk 
the  moft  abundant  produce  of  efculent  vegeta¬ 
bles,  without  the  help  of  induftry  to  fow,  plant, 
or  rear  them,  or  the  affiftance  of  the  aquedudls 
which  thefe  people  coiiftrudl  with  great  labour 
and  Ingenuity  to  infure  them  a  crop.  There,  the 
continued  groves  of  the  lofty  and  umbrageous 
bread  fruit,  apple,  palm,  and  other  trees,  afford  a 
delightful  cool  retreat  to  thofe  favored  illanders ; 
here  the  inhabitants  know  not  the  luxury  of  fuck 
retirement/.  Nor  did  it  appear  in  the  vegetable 
kingdom  alone  that  Nature  here  had  been  leff 
favorable ;  the  human  fpecies,  though  vvithout 
doubt  originally  of  the  fame  nation,  differ  cxcef- 
fively  ;  and  it  would  feem  that  the  comparative 
benevolence  of  the  Otahelteans  and  thefe  people 
was  about  equal  to  the  natural  fertility  of  the  foil 
on  which  they  refpedtively  lived.  It  may  How¬ 
ever  appear  rather  uncharitable  to  form  any  de¬ 
cided  opinion  on  fo  fhort  an  acquaintance ;  yet 
firfh  impreffions  will  ever  have  their  influence  on 
vifitlng  different  countries  under  clrcumftances 
fimilar,  or  nearly  fo.  On  fuch  occafions  it  is 
fcarcely  poffible  to  avoid  coraparlfons,  in  which 
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one  muft  necciTarily  fufFer.  On  our  landing  at 
Otahelte,  the  eftufions  of  frlendfhip  and  hofpita- 
tality  were  evident  in  the  countenances  of  every¬ 
one  we  met.  Each  endeavoured  to  anticipate 
our  wants  or  our  willies  by  the  moil:  fafcinating 
attention,  and  by  feduloully  ftriving  to  be  firft  in 
performing  any  little  fervice  we  required  ;  invit¬ 
ing  us  to  take  refrefhments  at  every  houfe  we  ap¬ 
proached,  and  manifefting  a  degree  of  kindnefs 
that  would  juftly  be  extolled  amongft  the  moft 
polillied  nations.  At  Woahoo  we  were  regarded 
with  an  unwelcome  auflerity,  and  our  wants 
treated  by  the  generality  with  a  negligent  indif¬ 
ference.  In  the  courfe  of  our  walk  thev  exhl- 
blted  no  affiduity  to  pleafe,  nor  did  they  appear 
apprehenlive  left  offence  fliould  be  given  ;  no  re- 
frefiiments  were  offered,  nor  had  we  invitation 
to  any  of  their  houfes.  Ifteir  general  behaviour 
was  diftantly  civil,  apparently  direded  by  a  defire 
to  eftablilii  a  peaceable  Intercourfe  with  ftran- 
gers,  from  whom  there  was  a  propped  of  deriving 
many  valuable  acquifitions,  which  would  be  un¬ 
attainable  by  any  other  mode  of  condud  ;  as  they 
muft  have  been  convinced  immediately  on  our 
landing,  that  we  were  too  powerful  to  be  con¬ 
quered,  and  too  much  upon  our  guard  to  fuffer 
the  leaft  indignity  by  furprize.  I  muft,  however, 
do  juftlce  to  the  hofpitality  of  our  tw^o  guides, 
who  on  our  reaching  the  lliore  took  upon  them 
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the  office  of  conftables  ;  and  who  had  alfo  each 
caufed  a  hog  and  a  quantity  of  vegetables  to  be 
prepared  for  our  entertainment.  On  our  return 
this  repaft  was  ready,  and  we  were  much  intreat- 
ed  by  them  to  partake  of  it ;  but  as  it  was  now 
paft  fun  fet,  we  were  under  the  neceffity  of  de¬ 
clining  their  civility  ;  on  which  they  very  oblig- 
ingly  put  our  intended  fupper  into  the  boats.  I 
prefented  each  of  our  guides  with  an  acceptable 
acknowledgment,  and  earneftly  renewing  my 
requefi:  of  a  fupply  from  the  brook,  which  they 
promifed  ffiould  be  complied  with  the  next  day, 
we  returned  on  board. 

Towards  midnight  the  Chatham  arrived,  and 
anchored  a  little  to  the  wellward  of  the  Difco- 
vcry.  I  foon  learned  from  Mr.  Broughton  that 
as  I  had  fufpe6led,  his  veffel  had  been  becalmed 
the  evening  we  parted  until  near  one  the  next 
morning,  wffien  they  ftcod  towards  Mo  wee  ;  but 
on  his  not  being  able  to  fee  the  Difcovery  at  day 
light,  he  fleered  to  the  north-wefl  along  the 
fouthern  fide  of  that  ifland,  and  found  an  eligible 
anchoring  place  off  its  weftern  part,  with  found¬ 
ings  regular  and  good;  and  as  the  natives  brought 
off  a  confiderable  quantity  of  water,  he  had  great 
reafon  to  believe  that  article  could  there  be  rea¬ 
dily  procured.  - 

.  The  few  natives  in  our  immediate  neighbour¬ 
hood,  though  they  conducted  themfelves  in  a 
,  .  Yol.  1.  A  a  very 
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very  civil  and  fubmillfive  manner,  yet  brought  us 
fo  little  water  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  day, 
Tuefday  the  8th,  that  I  was  induced  to  give  up 
the  idea  of  obtaining  a  fupply  by  their  means, 
and  to  proceed  immediately  to  Attowai ;  where  I 
was  affured  we  fliould  have  that  neceflary  article 
completely  within  our  own  reach  and  power. 
After  employing  the  forenoon  in  fetting  up  our 
rigging,  and  in  other  ufeful  occupations,  we 
weighed  anchor,  and  fleered  to  the  weflward. 

Anxious  to  communicate  the  intelligence  of 
our  progrefs  to  the  officer  commanding  the  flore- 
lliip,  (this  being  one  of  the  appointed  rendezvous) 
I  entrufled  a  letter  to  one  of  the  natives,  a  very 
active  fenfible  fellow,  who  promifed  to  take  great 
care  of  it,  and  to  deliver  it  on  the  veffel’s  arrival 
in  this  bay  ;  and  for  the  faithful  difeharge  of  this 
trufl,  he  was  affured  of  receiving  a  very  hand- 
fome  prefent,  to  which  I  promifed  him  an  addi¬ 
tion  on  my  return, 

Whyteete  bay  is  formed,  by  the  land  falling  a 
little  back  round  the  fouth  point  of  Woahoo ; 
and  although  open  above  half  the  compafs  in  the 
fouthern  quarters,  it  is  unqueflionably  the  moft 
eligible  anchoring  place  in  the  illaad.  We  found 
the  latitude  of  the  fliip’s  flation  by  four  good 
meridional  altitudes  to  be  21^  if/,  4/^^;  its  longi¬ 
tude  by  the  chronometer  202^  Q'  37"^;  and  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  to  be  7°  eaftwardly. 
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Mr.  Arnold’s  chronometer  on  board  the  Chatham 
gave  the  longitude  201^  45^  allowing  the 
rate  as  fettled  at  Otaheite  ;  our  chronometer  bv 
the  Portfmouth  rate,  fluewed  the  longitude  to  be 
203°  29'  50"’,  but  202^  9^  is  to  be  received  as 
its  true  longitude. 

A  fine  breeze  between  five  and  fix  brought  us 
round  the  fouth-wefl;  part  ofWoahoo,  which 
lies  from  the  fouth  point  N,  82  W.  five  leagues 
diftant.  This  point  is  low  flat  land^  with  a  reef 
round  it,  extending  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  fhore.  The  reef  and  low  land  continue 
fome  diftance  to  the  eaflw^ard  towards  Whyteete 
bay,  and  form,  between  the  fouth  and  fouth- weft 

V 

points,  a  large  open  fhallow  bay,  with  high  land 
rifing  very  irregularly  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
beach ;  which,  towards  the  fouth- weft  point, 
appeared  to  be  broken  in  two  places,  and  to  form 
lagoons  that  feemed  capable  of  receiving  boats 
and  fmall  craft.  One  of  the  natives,  who  was 
accompanying  us  to  Attowai,  informed  mie,  that 
all  along  the  fhore  off  thefe  openings  the  bottom 
was  rocky,  and  would  cut  our  cables.  This,  with 
fome  other  circumftances,  induced  me  to  believe, 
that  there  was  not  any  wTere  in  this  fpacious  bay 
fuch  good  anchorage  as  at  our  laft  ftation. 

At  eight  in  the  evening,  the  weft  point  of 

Woahoo  bore  N.  J  E,  three  leagues  diftant.  The 

% 

Chatham  being .  under  the  land  becalmed,  we 
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foon  loft  fight  of  hen  We  continued  our  courfc 
under  all  fail,  and  to  our  great  furprize  came 
within  fight  of  Attowai,  by  half  paft  four  the 
next  morning,  Friday  the  Qth.  The  eaft  end, 
by  compafs,  bore  N.  by  W.  at  a  trifling  diftance, 
having  gained  almoft  fix  leagues  in  the  night’s 
run  from  land  to  land,  more  than  the  log  afcer- 
tained  ;  which  1  concluded  muft  have  been  ef¬ 
fected  by  a  very  ftrong  north-weft  current. 

At  day -break,  we  bore  away  along  the  fouth 
fide  of  Attowai  for  Whymea  bay,  w^here  about 
nine  o’clock  we  anchored,  and  moored  a  cable 
each  way ;  the  depth  of  water  was  24  fathoms, 
with  a  bottom  of  dark  grey  fand  and  mud.  The 
eaft  point  of  the  bay  bearing,  by  compafs,'  S.67E. 
the  weft  point  N.  70  W.;  and  the  river  N.  31  E. 
about  two  miles  diftant. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

1 

Tranfa5ilons  at  Attowai — The  Trtnce  and  Regent 
vijit  the  Ships — Fidelity  of  the  Natives— Olfer- 
vat  ions  on  the  Chajige  in  the fever  al  Governments 
of  the  Sandwich  Jfa7ids — Commercial  Ptirfuits 
of  the  Americans, 

By  the  time  we  had  anchored,  feveral  of  the 
natives  vifitedus  in  the  fame  fubmiffive  and 
orderly  manner  as  at  Woahoo,  and  appeared  bet¬ 
ter  provided.  Towards  iloon  of  Friday  the  Qth, 
the  Chatham  arrived  \  but  the  wind  fnifting 
about  prevented  her  coming  to  anchor  until  fun- 

fet,  when  fhe  moored  a  little  to  the  weftward  of 

< 

the  ftation  we  had  taken. 

Our  boats,  guard,  &c.  being  in  readinefs,  about 
one  o’clock  we  proceeded  to  the  fhore.  Mr. 
Menzies  accompanied  me  in  the  yawl,  and  Mr. 
Puget  followed  with  the  cutter  and  launch.  The 
furf  was  not  fo  high  as  to  prevent  our  landing 
with  eafe  and  fafety ;  and  we  were  received  by 
the  few  natives  prefent,  with  nearly  the  fame 
fort  of  diftant  civility  which  we  experienced  at 
Woahoo. 

K  man,  named  Rehooa,  immediately  under- 
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took  to  preferve  good  order,  and  underftanding 
•we  purpofed  to  remain  fome  days,  caufed  two 
excellent  houfes  to  be  tabooed  for  our  fervice ;  one 
for  the  officers,  the  other  for  the  working  people, 
and  for  the  guard,  confifting  of  a  ferjeant  and  fix 
marines.  Stakes  were  driven  into  the  ground 
from  the  river  to  the  houfes,  and  thence  acrofs 
the  beach,  giving  us  an  allotment  of  as  much 
fpace  as  we  could  poffibly  have  occafion  for ; 
within  Vv'hich  few  encroachments  were  attempt¬ 
ed.  This  bufinefs  was  executed  by  two  men, 
whofe  authority  the  people  prefent  feemed  to 
acknowledge  and  refped:,  although  they  did  not 
appear  to  us  to  be  chiefs  of  any  particular  confe- 
quence.  ^  I  made  them  fome  very  acceptable  pre- 
fents ;  and  a  trade  for  provifions  and  fuel  w^as  foon 
eftabliffied..  Certain  of  the  natives,  wffio  had 
permlffion  to  come  within  our  lines,  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  filling  and  rolling  our  w^ater-caflvs  to 
and  from  the  boats ;  for  which  fervice  they 
feemed  highly  gratified  by  the  reward  of  a  few 
beads  or  fmall  nails. 

Having  no  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive  of  any 
interruption  to  the  harmony  and  good  under¬ 
ftanding  that  feemed  to  exift,  and  the  afternoon 
being  invitingly  pleafant,  wnth  Mr.  Menzies,  our 
new  Ihip-mate  Jack,  and  RehooUf,  I  proceeded 
along  the  river-fide  and  found  the  low  country 
wliich  ftretches  from  the  foot  of  the  mountains 
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towards  the  fea,  occupied  principally  with  the 
taro  plant,  cultivated  much  in  the  fame  manner 
as  at  Woahoo ;  interfperfed  with  a  few  fugar 
canes  of  luxuriant  growth,  and  fome  fweet  pota¬ 
toes.  The  latter  are  planted  on  dry  ground,  the 
former  on  the  borders  and  partitions  of  the  taro 
grounds,  which  here,  as  well  as  at  Woahoo, 
w^ould  be  infinitely  more  commodious  were  they 
a  little  broader,  being  at  prefent  fcarcely  of  fuffi- 
cient  width  to  walk  upon.  This  inconvenience 
may  poffibly  arlfe  from  a  principle  of  oeconomy, 
and  ithe  fcarcity  of  naturally  good  land.  The 
fides  of  the  hills  extending  from  thefe  plantations 
to  the  commencement  of  the  foreft,  afpace  com¬ 
prehending  at  leafi:  one  half  of  the  ifland,  appear¬ 
ed  to  produce  nothing  but  a  coarfe  fpiry  grafs 
from  an  argillaceous  foil,  which  had  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  having  undergone  the  adlion  of  fire,  and 
much  refembled  that  called  the  red  dirt  in  Ja¬ 
maica,  and  there  confidered  little  better  than  a 
caput  mortuum,  Mofi:  of  the  cultivated  lands 
being  confiderably  above  the  level  of  the  river, 
made  it  very  difficult  to  account  for  their  being 
fo  uniformly  well  watered.  The  fides  of  the 
hills  afforded  no  running  flreams ;  and  admitting 
there  had  been  a  colledlion  of  water  on  their 
tops,  they  were  all  fo  extremely  perforated,  that 
there  was  little  chance  of  water  finding  any 
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paflage  to  the  taro  plantations.  Thefe  perfora¬ 
tions,  which  were  numerous,  were  vifible  at  the 
termination  of  the  mountains,  in  perpendicular 
cliffs  abruptly  defcending  to  the  cultivated  land ; 
and  had  the  appearance  of  being  the  effedf  of 
volcanic  eruptions,  though  I  fliould  fuppofe  of 
very  ancient  date.  As  we  proceeded,  our  atten¬ 
tion  was  arrefled  by  an  objedt  that  greatly  excited 
our  admiration,  and  at  once  put  an  end  to  all 
conjedture  on  the  means  to  which  the  natives 
reforted  for  the  watering  of  their  plantations.  A 
lofty  perpendicular  cliff  now  prefented  itfelf, 
which,  by  rifing  immediately  from  the  river, 
would  effedlually  have  flopped  our  further  pro- 
grefs  into  the  country,  had  it  not  been  for  an  ex¬ 
ceedingly  well  conftrudlcd  wall  of  ftones  and  clay 
about  twenty- four  feet  high,'raifed  from  the  bot¬ 
tom  by  the  fide  of  the  cliff,  which  not  only 
ferved  as  a  pafs  into  the  country,  but  alfo  as  an 
aquedudt,  to  convey  the  water  brought  thither 
by  great  labour  from  a*  confiderable  diftance;  the 
place  where  the  river  defeends  from  the  moun¬ 
tains  affording  the  planters  an  abundant  ftream, 
for  the  purpofe  to  which  it  is  fo  advantageoufly 
applied.  This  wall,  which  did  no  lefs  credit  to 
the  mind  of  the  projedlor  than  to  the  fkill  of  the 
builder,  terminated  the  extent  of  our  walk ;  from 
whence  we  returned  through  the  plantations, 
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whofe  highly  improved  ftate  imprelTed  us  with 
a  very  favorable  opinion  of  the  induftry  and  in¬ 
genuity  of  the  Inhabitants. 

On  our  arival  at  the  beach,  I  had  the  comfort 
of  finding  all  things  in  perfedlly  good  order.  As 
the  trading  and  working  party  were  extremely 
well  lodged,  it  was  reafonable  to  believe  that  our 
buhnefs  would  not  only  be  much  facilitated,  but 
that  a  more  plentiful  fupply  of  refrefliments 
would,  probably,  be  procured,  by  allowing  them 
to  remain  on  fhore.  This  Induced  me  to  leave 
Mr.  Puget  in  charge  of  the  party,  and  I  returned 
on  board  perfedtly  latisfied  with  the  fafety  of 
their  fituation. 

Like  our  treatment  at  Woahoo,  our  reception 
here  was  not  of  that  hearty,  friendly  nature,  I 
had  been  accuftomed  to  experience  from  our 
fouthern  friends.  The  eagernefs,  nay  even  avi¬ 
dity,  with  which  the  men  here  affifted  in  the 
proftitution  of  the  women  ;  and  the  readinefs  of 
the  whole  fex,  without  any  exception,  to  furren- 
der  their  perfons  w  ithout  the  leaft  importunity, 
could  not  fall,  at  the  moment,  to  incur  our  cen- 
fure  and  dlfllke ;  and,  on  refledlion,  our  difguft 
and  averfion.  I  have  read  much,  andieen  fomc- 
thing  in  my  feveral  vifits  to  this  ocean,  of  the 
obfeenity  attributed  to  the  inhabitants  of  OtaT 
heite  and  the  Society  iflands ;  but  no  indecency 
that  ever  came  under  my  obfervation,  could  be 
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compared  with  the  exceffive  wanton ncfsprefent- 
cd  in  this  cxcurfion.  Had  this  levity,  now  fa 
oiteniivciy  confpicuoiis,  been  exhibited  in  my 
former  vifits  to  thefe  iflands,  its  impreflions  could 
not  have'been  effaced,  and  it  muft  have  been  re¬ 
collected  at  this  time  with  all  the  abhorrence 
which  it  w^ould  at  firft  have  naturally  created  ; 
but  as  no  remembrance  of  fuch  behaviour  oc¬ 
curred,  I  w^as  induced  to  confider  this  licentiouf- 
nefs  as  a  perfeClly  new  acquirement,  taught,  per¬ 
haps,  by  the  different  civilized  voluptuaries,  who, 
for  feme  years  paft,  have  been  their  conftant  vi- 
fitors. 

At  Woahoo,  and  alfo  on  our  arrival  here,  w'e 
were  given  to  underftand  that  there  were  Eng- 
llfhmen  refident  on  this  iiland. 

One  of  them,  a  young  man  about  feventeen 
years  of  a2:e,  whofe  name  was  Rowbottom,  on 

J 

Saturday  the  10th  came  on  board  in  a  large 
double  canoe,  who  faid  he  was  of  Derbyfhire, 
that  he  had  failed  from  England  about  five  years 
fince  in  an  Iiidiaman  to  China,  which  fliip  he 
had  quitted  in  order  to  engage  with  fome  of  the 
veffels  in  the  fur  trade  between  North- Weft 
America  and  China  ;  and  that  he  had  ever  fince 
been  thus  employed  in  the  American  fervice. 
He  informed  me,  that  himfelf,  John  Williams  a 
Welchman,  and  James  Coleman  an  Irifhman, 
had  been  left  at  Onehow,  in  order  that  they  might 
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return  to  this  ifland  for  the  purpofe  of  collecting 
fandal-wood,  and  pearls,  for  their  m after  John 
Kendrick,  an  American,  commanding  the  brig 
Ivady  Wafhington,  in  whofe  fervice  they  ftill  re¬ 
mained  at  the  wages  of  eight  dollars  per  month. 
The  Lady  Wafhington  had  quitted  thefe  ifland 
the  preceding  Odlobcr,  bound  to  New  England, 
with  a  cargo  of  furs  to  difpofe  of  in  her  way  thi¬ 
ther  at  China  ;  flie  was  immediately  to  return 
from  Bofton,  and  having  fpent  the  next  winter  in 
North-Weft  America,  was,  in  the  autumn  of  the 
enfuing  year,  to  call  for  thefe  men  at  Attowai, 
and  take  in  a  cargo  of  fandal-wood  for  the  Indian 
market,  with  fuch  pearls  as  they  might  have  col- 
ledied. 

With  Rowbottom  came  two  chiefs,  the  one 
named  No-ma'tee-lie-tee,  the  other  Too  ;  both  of 
whom  he  faid  would  be  ufeful  at  Attowai  and 
Onehow.  On  making  thefe  chiefs  each  a  prefent, 
with  which  they  were  greatly  pleafed,  they  faid 
they  were  directed  by  the  king,  or  rather  the 
prince  Ta-7noo-eree,  (who  is  a  boy,  and  the  eldeft 
fon  of  Taio  the  fovereign  of  this  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  iflands)  to  fay,  that  Knemoli,  the  regent 
in  Taio' s  abfence,  and  Taynooeree^  would  be  with 
us  in  a  day  or  two  ;  giving  me  to  underftand  that 
Enetnoh  was  the  principal  adling  officer.  A  meft 
fenger  was  immediately  difpatched  to  requeft  of 
his  highnefs,  that,  as  my  ftay  would  be  very  ftiort, 
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he  would  do  me  the  favor  to  lofe  no  time  in 
giving  ns  the  honor  of  his  company;  and,  as  a 
pledge  of  our  friendly  difpofitioii,  I  fent  him  a 
large  axe  as  a  prcfent. 

Our  young  countryman  faid  it  v^^as  highly  im¬ 
portant  to  have  the  ftri cleft  watch  over  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  thefe  people ;  for  although  he  con¬ 
ceived  our  force  was  too  great  for  them  to  at¬ 
tempt  any  thing  hoftile  with  the  leaft  profpeft 
of  fuccefs,  yet  he  could  not  determine  how  far 
their  ambitious  views  might  lead  them,  as,  fince 
their  fuccefs  in  taking  a  fchooner  at  Owhyhee, 
they  had  become  fo  elated,  that  they  had  at¬ 
tempted  to  take  a  brig  at  Mowee. 

The  fchooner  belonged  to  a  Mr.  Metcalf,  an 
American  trader,  who  having  been  fuccefsful  in 
the  fur  trade,  equipped  and  entrufted  her  to  the 
command  of  his  fon,  who  failed  with  eight  men  . 
irom  Macao,  in  order  to  profecute  that  branch  of 
commerce.  This  veflel  was  captured  at  Owhy- 
hee  ;  but  as  Rowbottom’s  narrative  of  the  fafts 
was  afterw^ards  found  erroneous,  the  particulars 
of  the  enterprize,  from  better  authority,  will  be 
given  in  a  future  chapter. 

Nomateehetee  and  Too,  withTther  natives  pre- 
fent,  confirmed  the  intelligence  of  this  atrocious 
adl,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  highly  reprobated  the 
inhuman  murder  of  the  crew,  who  w  ere  all  put 
to  death  excepting  one  man.  Ttanna  was  ac- 
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cufed  by  them  of  having  proje6led  this  wicked 
fcheme,  and  of  having  perpetrated  the  horrible 
maffacre ;  but  they  poiitively  denied  that  Taio, 
who  had  been  fufpedted  of  meditating  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  brig  at  Mowee,  had  any  knowledge 
of  that  bufinefs  ;  faying,  that  it  was  intirely  the 
ad:  of  the  people  of  Mowee.  On  becoming  ac¬ 
quainted  with  thefe  daring  and  ambitious  defigns, 
I  inquired  what  reception  Tianna  would  have  ex¬ 
perienced  had  he  accompanied  us  from  Owhy- 
hee  ?  Every  one  prefent  feemed  to  be  allonifhed 
at  his  entertaining  fuch  an  idea,  and  agreed  that 
he  would  have  been  put  to  death  the  inftant  he 
had  landed,  as  they  all  confidered  him  as  their 
moft  inveterate  enemy.  Thefe  reports,  and  the 
obfervations  that  were  made  by  the  natives  in 
confequence  of  their  being  related  to  me,  gave  me 
great  reafon  to  apprehend  that  Joannas  inten¬ 
tions  of  accompanying  us  hither,  which  on  re- 
fledion  he  had  thought  proper  to  decline,  were 
not  didated  by  motives  of  the  moft  friendly  and 
dlfinterefted  nature. 

Thefe  unwelcome  tidings  being  concluded, 
Mr.  Broughton  attended  me  on  ftiore  with  the 
two  chiefs  and  the  young  Engliftiman,  who  w^as 
extremely  ferviceable  to  us  as  an  interpreter ;  and 
pointed  out  to  the  natives  our  friendly  intentions 
towards  them,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
ihould  condud  themfelves,  not  only  to  infure  our 

good 


f 


382  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  []maRCH^ 

good  opinion,  but  to  obtain  the  advantages  that 
would  evcntuallj  refult  to  themfelves  from  our 
vifit.  On  landing,  I  underftood  from  Mr.  Puget 
that  every  thing  was,  and  had  been,  conduced 
wdth  the  greateft  propriety  and  good  order  by  all 
parties.  Trade  for  provifions,  wood,  &c.  was 
going  on  very  brllkly,  and  our  fupply  of  water 
was  equal  to  our  wlflies. 

Matters  thus  plealantly  clrcumftanced,  we 
embarked  with  Mr.  Menzies  and  Mr.  Whidbey, 
who  had  accompanied  us  on  fliore  in  a  double 
canoe  to  examine  the  river,  which,  at  the  diftance 
of  about  half  a  league  from  the  entrance,  divides 
into  two  branches,  one  ftretching  towards  the 
E.  N.  E.;  the  other,  feemingly  the  furthefi:  navi¬ 
gable,  took  a  northerly  dlredtion,  in  which  how¬ 
ever  wc  were  not  able  to  advance  more  than  five 
hundred  yards  beyond  the  w^all  w^e  had  vifited 
the  preceding  evening.  Here  w^e  landed,  and 
confidered  ourfelves  about  three  miles  from  the 
fea-fide,  to  which  we  now  returned  by  a  path 
fomewhat  nearer  the  foot  of  the  mountains  than 
before,  through  a  fimilar  country;  and  wxre  on 
this  occafion,  more  peftered  and  difguited,  if 
poflTiblc,  with  the  obfeene  importunities  of  the 
women,  than  on  our  former  excurfion. 

Nomateehetee  returned  with  us  to  dinner ;  Toa 
remained  with  Reliooa  to  aflifi:  our  party  on  fliore*- 
The  next  morning,  Sunday  the  ilth,  Noma^ 
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tteketec  produced  a  lift  of  certificates  from  four 
different  commanders  of  trading  veffels  who  had 
lately  vifited  thefe  ifiands.  The  firft,  dated  in 
April  1791,  figned  by  J.  Colnett  of  the  Argo¬ 
naut,  recommended  this  chief  to  the  notice  of 
future  vifitors ;  but  the  others  figned  by  J.  In¬ 
gram  of  the  Hope,  Thomas  Barnet  of  the  Guf- 
tavus,  and  John  Kendrick  of  the  Lady  Wafhing- 
ton,  the  two  former  without  dates,  the  latter  dated 
27th  of  Ocftober^  1 79L  all  direcft  that  thegreateft 
circumfpedlion  ftiould  be  obferved  in  the  inter- 
courfe  of  ftrangers  with  thefe  iflanders,  notwith- 
{landing  the  good  opinion  entertained  of  their 
fidelity,  or  the  recommendation  given,  by  Mr. 
Colnett,  I  told  Nomateehetee  the  paper  fpoke 
much  in  his  praife  and  favor,  and  defired  that  he 
would  not  omit  fhewing  it  to  the  commander  of 
the  next  and  every  other  veffel  that  might  arrive 
at  Attowai,  which  he  promifed  to  do,  and  re- 
quefted  it  might  remain  on  board  until  our  de¬ 
parture. 

The  caulkers  having  finifned  the  quarter  deck 
of  the  Difcovery,  they  were  fent  on  board  the 
Chatham  to  execute  a  fimllar  fervice. 

Another  of  the  party  left  by  the  Lady  Wafli- 
ington  now  made  his  appearance,  which  did  not 
fpeak  much  in  his  favor.  This  man’s  name  v/as 
Coleman,  and  Bowbottom  had  faid  he  was  of 
Ircdand,  which  the  man  himfelf  pofitively  denied, 
8  and 
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and  declared  he  was  an  American,  born  at  New 
York.  He  had  in  moil  refpedls  adopted  the  cuf- 
toms  of  the  natives,  particularly  in  drefs,  or  rather 
in  nakednefs  ;  for,  excepting  the  niaroy  which  he 
wore  with  much  lefs  decency  than  the  generality 
of  the  Inhabitants,  he  was  perfectly  naked,  and 
the  colour  of  his  fkin  was  little  whiter  than  the 
faireft  of  thefe  people.  I  afked  him  what  he  had 
done  with  his  former  clothes;  to  which  he  an- 
fwered  with  a  fneer,  that  they  wxre  banging 
UD  in  a  houfe  for  the  admiration  of  the  natives;” 
and  feemed  greatly  to  exult  in  having  degenerated 
into  a  favage  way  of  life.  He  acquainted  me, 
that  he  was  charged  with  a  meffage  from  the 
prince,  to  afli  w^hat  ftay  I  intended  to  make,  and 
to  inquire  if  we  w^ere  friendly  and  peaceably  dif- 
pofed.  I  defired  he  would  inform  the  prince, 
that  we  fliould  depart  the  inftant  a  h^pply  of 
'Water  was  obtained ;  that  I  w^as  very  defirous  of 
having  an  interview  both  with  him  and  'Enemoh, 
but  that  I  could  not  be  detained  for  this  purpofe ; 
and  that,  as  a  further  pledge  of  the  favorable  dif- 
pofition  w^e  bore  towards  him  and  his  people,  I 
dehred  he  would  prefent  to  the  prince  a  piece  of 
fcarlet  cloth  in  my  name.  With  this  embafly 
he  immediately  fetoff,  after  affuring  me  that  the 
prince  and  regent,  with  many  other  chiefs,  would 
pay  us  their  refpeds  by  noon  the  next  day. 

The  afternoon  being  delightfully  pleafant,  I 
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made  a  fmall  excurfion  to  the  weftward  along  the 
beach  ;  and  on  returning,  obferved  the  hdis  to 
the  eaftward  of  the  river  to  be  on  fire  from  a 
confiderable  height,  in  particular  directions,  downi 
tow^ards  the  water’s  edge.  I  w^as  by  no  means 
pleafed  with  this  appearance,  w^ell  knowing  that 
fires  are  generally  reforted  to  by  thefe  and  other 
rude  nations  as  the  figiial  for  collecting  the  dif- 
tant  inhabitants,  wdien  an  enterprize  or  fcheme 
is  meditated  to  be  carried  into  effeCl. 

I  defircd  Row^bottom  to  attend  to  the  conver- 
fation  of  the  Indians  wRo  were  near;  but  hfe  col¬ 
lected  nothing  from  them  in  our  walk  that  could 
give  rife  to  fufpicion.  On  joining  the  fiiore  party, 
I  aflced  Nomateehetee  and  fome  other  chiefs,  what 
was  the  caufe  of  this  extenfive  conflagration. 
Some  replied,  it  was  to  announce  the  arrival  of 
the  prince,  the  regent,  and  other  great  chiefs  in, 
this  neighbourhood  on  the  morrow^;  whilft  others 
contended  it  was  for  no  other  purpofe  than  that 
of  burning  the  weeds.  This  difagreement  in 
opinion  concerning  the  caufe  of  fo  unufual  an 
appearance,  was  far  from  being  fatisfaClory.  The 
furf  ran  very  high,  and  other  circumftances  con^ 
curred  to  render  the  embarkation  of  our  working 
party  very  inconvenient ;  in  addition  to  wRich,  I 
did  not  think  it  prudent  to  manifefl  our  appre- 
henfions  by  a  fudden  and  hafty  retreat.  The 
party  on  fnore  amounting  to  twenty  armed  per- 
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fons  was  tolerably  ftrong.  Mr.  Puget  had  di- 
redbons  to  be  vigilantly  on  his  guard;  and  he 
•was  informed  that  the  two  launches,  armed  and 
provided  with  falfe  fires  to  make  fignals  in  cafe  of 
alarm,  would  be  ffationed  as  clofe  to  the  beach 
as  the  furf  would  permit  during  the  night,  in 
cafe  he  fliould  rieed  further  affiftance.  Plaving 
taken  thefe  precautions  I  returned  on  board,  with 
the  hope,  that  in  the  event  of  any  tumult  little, 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended.  During  the 
night,  the  chiefs  who  had  taken  up  their  lodg¬ 
ings  near  our  party,  frequently  vifited  the  beach 
near  where  our  boats  rode,  and  fcemed  inquifi- 
tive  as  to  the  caufe  of  the  precautions  w^hich  they 
beheld.  The  night  however  pafibd  without  the 
leaft:  interruption;  and  in  the  morning  the  na¬ 
tives  were  again  trading  in  their  ufually  civil  and 
friendly  manner. 

Our  fupply  of  water  w^as  completed  on  Mon¬ 
day  the  i2th;  and  the  few  hogs  and  vegetables 
we  were  able  to  purchafe  were  received  from  the 
iliore.  As  the  market  no  longer  afforded  provi- 
fions,  and  as  our  bufmefs  was  now  finifhed,  di- 
redlions  were  given  for  the  embarkation  of  the 
party  in  the  afternoon,  it  being  my  intention  the 
next  day  to  fail  for  Onehowu  The  furf  having 
prodigioufly  increafed,  Mr.  Puget,  on  thefe  orders 
being  delivered  to  him,  reprefented  to  me,  that 
he  w  as  fearful  our  people  w’ould  not  be  able  to 
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reach  the  boats  with  their  arms  witliout  expof- 
ing  themfelves  to  fome  danger.  Conceiving  that 
with  the  affiftance  of  a  canoe,  which  hitherto 
had  been  the  general  mode  of  conveyance  be¬ 
tween  our  boats  and  the  fliore,  there  would  ho, 
little  hazard,  I  defired  he  would  ufe  his  utmoft 
endeavours  to  get  off ;  as  the  re-appearance  of 
the  fires  on  the  hills,  and  the  non-appearance  of 
either  prince  or  regent,  indicated  a  poffiblUty  that 
the  natives  might  have  thought  proper  to  difeon- 
tinue  their  former  fervices  and  good  behaviour. 

In  the  evening  our  boats  returned  ;  they  had 
been  fome  time  detained  by  the  abfence  of  a  man 
belonging  to  the  Chatham,  who  had  ftrayed  from 
the  party,  and  w^hom  at  length  they  had  been 
obliged  to  leave  behind.  To  effect  the  embark¬ 
ation,  Mr.  Puget  had  procured  a  large  double  ca¬ 
noe,  which  unfortunately  was  ftove  and  fvvamped 
the  firfi;  trip  ;  but  by  the  exertions  of  thofe  in  the 
boats  every  perfon  had  happily  been  faved,  though 
amongft  them  were  fome  who  could  not  fwim. 
By  this  accident  tw^o  mufkets,  three  axes,  a  crofs 
cut  faw,  and  a  fet  of  accoutrements  went  to  the 
bottom,  but  they  had  recovered  one  of  the  muf¬ 
kets,  Several  articles  belonging  to  the  officers 
who  had  been  on  ffiore  on  duty  could  not  be 
taken  without  imminent  danger  of  being  loft,  as 
thofe  on  fhore  after  the  lofs  of  the  canoe  had  to 
fwim  to  the  boats  through  the  furf.  Amongft 
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thefe  were  fome  arms,  and  a  valuable  double  bar¬ 
relled  fowling-piece,  which  w^ere  left  in  the  charge 
o(  Nomaieehetee)\N\\o  tabooed  them;  and,  with  John 
Williams,  (the  Welchman  left  by  the  lady  W afh- 
ington)  gave  every  affurance  of  their  fecurity  ;  to 
infure  which,  they  both  propofed  to  deep  in  the 
houfe  where  the  valuables  wxre  depofited.  Mr. 
Puget  feemed  to  entertain  great  confidence  of  the 


fafety  of  the  articles  and  of  their  being  all  forth¬ 
coming  ;  but  I  muft  own,  I  expedled  that  this 
confidence  w^ould  put  their  fidelity  feverely  to 
the  teft,  and  might  eventually  be  the  means  of 
preventing  our  interview  with  the  prince  and  re¬ 
gent  ;  efpecially  as  Williams  had  returned  with 
an  apology  for  their  having  broken  their  engage¬ 
ment,  which  he  faid  had  been  occafioned  by  ex- 
ceffive  fatigue  ;  but  that  we  might  rely  on  feeing 
them  the  next  morning.  This  unpleafant  ftate 
of  fufpenfe  occafioned  me  fome  anxiety ;  but  at 
day -break  I  w^as  agreeably  relieved  by  receiving  a 
meffage  that  the  prince  and  regent  were  arrived 
at  Whymea. 

On  Tuefday  the  1 3th  Mr.  Puget  w’as  dif^r 
patched  to  the  fliore  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
the  things’  which  had  been  left  behind,  and  wdth 
dlreftions  to  ufe  every  poffible  means  to  imprefs 
the  prince  and  regent  with  our  friendly  difpofi- 
tion,  and  to  prevail  on  them  to  vifit  the  fhips. 
In  thefe  lefpedfs  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  fuc- 
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ceed,  and  communicated  to  me  the  following 
particulars  of  his  reception. 

On  landing,  he  was  received  with  great  iliarks 
of  frlendlhlp  and  cordiality  by  JLnemoh^  who  is  an 
elderly  chief;  guardian  to  the  children  of  Talo^ 
king  of  the  ifland,  and  regent  during  his  abfence. 
At  fome  dlilance  the  young  prince  was  feated  ia 
a  man’s  lap,  to  whom  Mr.  Puget  haftened  to  pay 
his  refpedls,  and  had  the  fatisfadlion  of  feeing 
him  well  pleafed  with  the  prefents  he  made  him 
on  this  occafion.  Having  fettled  the  bufinefs  of 
their  vlfiting  the  fhips,  to  which  Etiemoh  had 
confented,  he  w^as  extremely  anxious  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  fate  of  the  feveral  article^ 
which  he  had  intruded  to  the  care  of  Williams 
and  Nomateehetee  the  preceding  evening.  Much 
to  their  credit  and  honor,  he  not  only  found  every 
thing  he  had  configned  to  their  protedlion  and 
Integrity,  but  alfo  the  mufket  with  its  bayonet, 
and  crofs  cut  faw,  which  had  been  loft  out  of 
the  canoe,  but  wftnch  in  the  courfe  of  the  night 
had  been  recovered  by  the  natives ;  who  pro- 
mlfed,  that  the  axes  w'hich  w^ere  not  yet  ob¬ 
tained  fliould  likew’ife  be  reftored,  the  inftant 
they  were  recovered.  The  feveral  articles  being 
collected  and  fent  dovm  to  the  boat,  with  the 
man  belonging  to  the  Chatham  who  had  been 
left  on  fliore  the  preceding  evening,  Mr.  Puget 
acquainted  Enenioh  that  he  w^as  ready  to  attend 
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them  on  board.  Enemoh  replied  that,  with  re- 
fpe<fl  to  himfelf,  he  had  not  the  leaft  objection 
to  accompany  Mr.  Puget  with  the  young  prince 
and  T'lpooyie,  a  young  chief  about  the  prince’s 
age,  who  feemed  his  principal  companion;  but 
that  he  was  now  prevented  following  his  own  in¬ 
clinations  by  the  chiefs  who  were  prefent,  and 
fome  women  apparently  of  great  confequence, 
who  colledlively  demanded  an  hoftage  to  be  left 
with  them  on  fhore,  whilft  w^e  on  board  were 
honored  with  the  company  of  thefe  illuftrlous 
perfonages.  On  Mr.  Puget’s  receiving  and  mak¬ 
ing  known  my  orders,  that  Mr.  Manby  and  Mr. 
Sheriff  fhould  remain  behind  in  compliance  with 
their  dcfires,  a  general  approbation  was  expreffed 
by  all  prefent,  and  the  regent  with  fome  attend¬ 
ants  embarked ;  faying,  that  on  his  return  the 
prince  and  his  young  friend  fliould  go  on  board, 
but  that  the  ifland  could  not  be  left  without 
either  the  prince  or  the  regent. 

On  Enemolis  coming  on  board  he  affedfed  to 
■recolledl  me,  and  laid  we  had  been  acquainted 
-when  I  w^as  at  Attow^ai  with  Captain  Cook  ;  and, 
to  recall  himfelf  to  my  remembrance  added,  that 
he  was  prefent  when  1  gave  a  lock  of  my  hair  to 
Ta  10^  which  Tato  had  ever  fince  preferved,  and 
always  carried  about  him  ;  and  that  he,  'Enemoh, 
had  on  that  occafion  requefted  a  fimllar  pledge 
of  fiienddiip,  which,  however,  I  thought  proper 

to 
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to  decline.  Thefe  circumftances  were  very  likely 
to  have  taken  place,  although  at  the  moment 
they  did  not  recur  to  my  memory. 

A  dozen  hogs,  and  a  quantity  of  mats  and 
cloth,  being  prefented  by  Efiemoh,  I  made  no 
delay  in  offering  a  fuitable  return,  with  which, 
however,  he  did  not  feeem  either  delighted  or 
fatisfied.  This  produced  an  inquiry  on  my,  part ; 
on  which  he  frankly  acknowledged,  that  the  pre- 
fent  I  made  him  was  a  very  liberal  one,  but  that 
he  v\  ould  gladly  give  up  the  whole  for  a  mufliet, 
or  even  for  a  piftol.  Thefe  engines  of  deftruc- 
tion  had  been  uniformly  folicited  with  the  greatefi: 
ardency,  by  every  native  of  the  leaf!:  confequence 
with  whom  we  had  any  dealings  ;  and  I  had  fre- 
,quently  been  much  perplexed  how,  without  of¬ 
fence,  to  refufe  complying  with  requefts  fo  im¬ 
portunate,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  fo  repugnant  to  the  caufe  of  humanity. 
On  th  is  occafion  I  availed  myfelf  of  our  peculiar 
fituation,  as  it  had  refpecfl  to  the  trading  veffels 
w^hich  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  vifit ;  and  in¬ 
formed  him,  that  the  fliip,  and  every  thing  flic 
contained,  belonged  to  his  Majefty  King  George, 
w'ho  had  tabooed  muficets,  piftols,  and  various 
other  articles.  On  this  gunpowder  and  balls 
were  Immediately  folicited ;  but,  on  being  told 
that  thefe  were  under  fimilar  reftricfions,  he  re¬ 
mained  (ilent,  and  feemed  very  thoughtful.  At 
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length,  conceiving  no  importunities  would  avail, 
he  recovered  himfelf,  and  became  as  fuddenly 
cheerful,  as  on  the  refufal  of  his  favorite  weapons 
he  had  feemed  dejedted.  He  now  fhook  me  very 
heartily  by  the  hand,  and  faid,  fmee  arms  and 
ammunition  were  tabooed,  he  muft  acknowledge 
that  the  prefents  he  and  his  friends  had  received 
were  very  ample,  and  that  they  had  reafon  to  be 
highly  fatisfied.  EnemoJi  recommended  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms  the  attendance  of  Nomat eehetee 
and  Too  on  our  paiTage  to  Onehow,  where  they 
would  be  very  ferviceable  in  procuring  us  the  dif¬ 
ferent  productions,  and  would  prevent  any  dif- 
orderly  behaviour  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants. 
His  opinion  of  his  own  importance  was  greatly 
flattered  by  our  fainting  him  with  four  guns  on 
his  departure ;  and  he  took  leave  with  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  being  extremely  gratified  with  his 
vifit. 

Mr.  Puget,  who  had  to  execute  the  remaining; 
part  of  his  embafly,  attended  the  venerable  old 
chief  and  his  fulte  on  board  the  Chatham,  where 
they  paid  their  refpefils  to  Mr.  Broughton  ;  and, 
having  received  fome  prefents  from  that  gentle¬ 
man,  they  proceeded  to  the  fliore.  On  landing, 
Enemoh  expofed  the  feveral  articles  v;hich  had 
been  given  to  Iiirn,  and  recounted  the  treatment 
he  had  received. 

Although  Mr.  Puget  w^as  much  pleafed  w'ith 
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the  fatisfacllon  and  happinefs  which  the  vlfit  had 
afforded  all  prefeat,  he  was  much  difappointed 
on  imderilandins;  that  the  embarkation  of  the 
prince  and  his  young  friend  wmuld  not  take  place. 
On  his  fearchina;  for  the  caufe  of  this  fuddcn  al- 
teration,  and  pointing  out  to  Enemo/i  the  recep¬ 
tion  he  had  met,  the  prefents  he  had  receivxd, 
and  alluring  him,  that  w^e  had  no  wiili  or  defire 
but  to  fliew  the  fame  marks  of  refpect  and  friend- 
fhip  to  Tamooere,  which  he  had  given  us  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  paying  to  him  (ail  of  which  were 
readily  admitted)  Enemoh^  with  fome  heiitation, 
explained;  and  at  length  the  reafon  w'as  difco- 
vered  to  have  proceeded  from  their  having  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  two  gentlemen  who  had  been 
left  as  hoffages,  wxre  down  on  the  beach  near 
the  boats,  and  they  fuppofed  w^ere  going  on  board 
without  waiting  the  return  of  the  prince  to  the 
fliore.  Mr.  Puget  initantly  removed  their  ap- 
prehenfions,  when  all  objeflions  ceafed  ;  and  the 
prince  and  his  young  companion  were  now  as 
eager  to  get  to  the  boat,  as  they  before  had  been 
willing  to  return  on  the  demur  of  the  regent ; 
from  whom  Mr.  Puget  underftood,  that  fome 
hogs  and  vegetables  wv ere  every  minute  expedted 
to  arrive.  But  not  thinking  it  advifeabie  to  wait, 
left  any  other  objeftion  might  arife  and  detain 
the  prince  on  fhore,  he  immediately  put  off, 
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leaving  Mr.  Manby  and  Mr.  Sheriff  in  their  for¬ 
mer  fituation  as  hofta^res. 

O 

I  was  much  pleafed  with  the  appearance  and 
behaviour  of  this  young  prince,  who  feemed  to 
be  about  twelve  years  of  age.  In  his  counte¬ 
nance  was  exhibited  much  affability  and  cheer- 
fulnefs ;  and,  on  clofely  obferving  his  features, 
they  had  infinitely  more  the  refemblance  of  an 
European  than  of  thofe  which  generally  charac¬ 
terize  thefe  iflanders  ;  being  deftltlite  of  that  na¬ 
tural  ferocity  fo  c'onfplcuous  in  the  perfbns  about 
him.  In  thefe  refpefts,  and  in  the  quicknefs  of 
his  comprehenfion  and  ideas,  he  greatly  furpaffed 
his  young  friend  and  companion  Tipoone,  At 
firft,  he  was  not  without  confiderable  agitation, 
marked  as  evidently  by  the  fenfibillty  of  his  coun¬ 
tenance,  as  by  his  actions  ;  in  conftantly  clinging 
to  me,  and  repeatedly  faluting  me  according  to 
their  cuftom,  by  touching  nofes.  I  foon  diffipated 
his  fears  by  a  few  trifling  prefents,  and  encou¬ 
raged  him  to  vifit  every  part  of  the  fhip.  His 
inquiries  and  obfervations,  on  this  occafion,  were 
not,  as  might  have  been  expefted  from  his  age, 
direfted  to  trivial  matters  ;  which  either  efcaped 
his  notice,  or  were  by  him  deemed  unworthy  of 
it ;  but  to  fuch  circumftances  alone,  as  would 
have  authorized  queftlons  from  perfons  of  ma¬ 
tured  years  and  fome  experience.  He  conducted 

himfcif 
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himfeif  with  a  great  degree  of  good  breeding,  and 
applied  to  llowbottom  or  Williams,  who  wxre 
with  him,  to  know  it  he  might  be  permitted,  or 
if  it  were  proper,  to  make  this,  or  that  inquiry  ; 
and  never  moved  forward,  or  fat  down,  without 


firft  inquiring,  if,  by  fo  doing,  he  fiiould  incur 
any  difpleafure.  It  was  now  about  our  dinner- 
time.  His  young  friend  Tipoorie  did  not  fail  to 
partake  of  our  repaft,  whilft  the  prince  feemecl 
infinitely  more  entertained  with  the  feveral  new 
objects  that  fiirroundcd  him,  and,  I  believe, 
would  have  returned  to  the  fhore  perfectly  fatis- 
fied  wdtli  his  vifit,  had  I  offered  him  nothing 
more.  Confidering,  however,  that  fome  acknow^- 
ledgment  w^as  due  for  their  care  and  honefty  in 
reftoring  not  only  the  articles,  which  through 
neceffity  had  been  committed  to  their  charge, 
but  fuch  as  were  recovered  from  the  fea  ;  when 
dinner  w^as  ended  I  prefeoted  Tamooere  with 
nearly  a  duplicate  affortmeiit  of  the  valuables  I 
had  in  the  forenoon  given  to  Enemoh^  with  fonic 
few  other  things  that  feemed  particularly  to  at- 
tradl  his  attention.  Amongfi:  thefe  wtis  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  wine  and  rum,  for  which  thefe  ifianders, 
like  our  fouthcrii  friends,  have  acquired  no  in- 
confiderable  relifli.  I  prefeoted  like  wife  to  his 
friend  a  collediion  of  valuables  ;  and  gave  to  each 


of  his  attendants  fome  trivial  article,  with  whlcii 
they  feemed  agreeably  furprized,  as  this  compli¬ 
ment 
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merit  was  expefled  by  none  of  them.  Our  coun¬ 
trymen  who  were  in  the  habit  of  living  with  the 
prince,  were  inftrudled  to  imprefs  on  the  minds 
of  the  royal  party  and  the  inhabitants  in  general, 
that  the  liberality  they  had  experienced  was 
wholly  to  be  aferibed  to  their  own  civil,  orderly, 
and  honeft  behaviour  ;  and,  that,  (in  addition  to 
what  they  had  received)  as  a  particular  telliraony 
of  my  approbation  of  their  conduct:,  if  they  would 
remain  on  board  until  it  w^as  dark  they  fiiould  be 
entertained  wdth  a  dlfplay  of  fire-works.  Tamoo-- 
ere,  though-  well  fatisfied  that  our  intentions  were 
pacific  and  friendly,  and  though  perfecSiy  recon¬ 
ciled  to  his  fituation  on  board,  yet  requefted  he 
might  be  permitted  to  go  on  fliore,  and,  if  Ene^ 
vioh  had  no  objedfion,  he  would  return.  He  in- 
treated  us  to  remain  a  few  days,  to  enable  him  to 
make  us  fome  return  for  our  civilities,  in  hogs 
and  vegetables ;  a  fupply  of  wdiich  he  expected 
w'cre  already  at  the  beach  ;  but  as  w'e  had  ac- 
compllflied  all  the  bufinefs  for  which  we  had 
flopped  at  this  ifland,  and  being  defirous  of  ob¬ 
taining  from  Onehow  a  ftock  of  yams,  (a  vege¬ 
table  that  Attowai  did  not  at  that  time  afford)  I 
gave  the  young  prince  to  underftand,  that  if  the 
wand  fliould  prove  favorable  in  the  courfe  of  the 
night,  we  fliould,  on  a  certainty,  depart  for  One- 
how. 

After  vifitlng  the  Chatham  with  the  prince, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Puget  returned  with  his  charge  to  the  fliore, 
where  the  party  was  received  with  the  greateft 
cordiality  by  a  large  concoiirfe  of  the  natives, 
who,  under  the  reftridlions  of  the  taboo ^  wer6 
kept  in  excellent  order.  The  prince  was  carried 
on  a  man’s  fnoulders  and  feated  in  the  houfe 
which  our  officers  occupied.  There  he  was  foon 
joined  by  Fjnemoh,  with  a  large  train  of  atten¬ 
dants,  who  un'animoufly  exprefled  their  fatisfac- 
fadlion  and  gratitude  for  the  treatment  their 
young  chief  had  experienced  ;  of  w  hich,  the  va¬ 
luable  prefents  brought  from  the  ffiips  bore  un¬ 
deniable  teftimony. 

Not  feeing,  nor  hearing  any  tidings  of,  the 
promifed  fupply  of  provifions,  nor  difcovering  any 
inclination  in  the  royal  party  to  return  for  the 
purpofe  of  attending  the  fire-v/orks,  Mr.  Puget 
took  his  leave  and  repaired  on  board.  Previoufly 
to  his  quitting  the  fhore,  the  prince  found  out 
that  the  exhibition  could  be  equally  well  feen 
from  the  beach,  and  therefore  requefted  he  might 
be  indulged. 

As  our  young  friend  w^as  anxloufly  w^alting, 
with  a  large  crowd  of  his  countrymen,  in  expec- 

'if 

tation  of  fomething  nev\%  as  foon  as  it  became 
dark  1  ordered  fome  ffiv  and  water  rockets  to  be 
dlfplayed.  Noniateehetee  and  Too,  v^ho,  with  fe- 
veral  of  the  natives,  male  and/emale,  had  begged 
a  paffage  to  Onehow,  obfcrvcd  the  rockets  wdth 
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infinite  furprize  and  admiration,  as  did  the  con- 
courfc  of  people  aflemblcd  on  fnore  ;  which*  was 
announced  to  us  by  their  repeated  burfts  of  accla¬ 
mation,  diftinftly  heard,  though  at  the  diftance 
of  nearly  two  miles. 

I  fliould  be  guilty  of  an  unpardonable  injuftice 
to  thefe  people,  were  I  to  negled:  this  opportu¬ 
nity  of  obferving,  that  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  engagement  with  Mr.  Puget,  combined 
with  thofe  principles  of  honefty  that  directed  the 
leftoration  of  the  articles  recovered  from  the  fea, 
produced  in  our  minds  opinions  very  contrary  to 
thofe  which  we  had,  perhaps  too  haftily,  formed 
of  Attowai,  on  the  report  of  the  recent  vifitors 
to  this  country  ;  and  which,  on  the  prejudice  of 
cur  firft  impreffions,  were  confirmed  greatly  to 
the  difadvantage  of  the  general  charadter,  to 
which,  it  now  appeared,  thefe  illanders  were  en¬ 
titled.  The  reports,  however,  ought  not  to  be 
confidercd  as  having  originated  without  caufe ; 
though,  in  all  likelihood,  tranfgrefiions  may  have 
been  committed  by  ftraiigers  as  well  as  by  the 
natives,  and  the  want  of  a  fufficient  knowledge 
of  each  other’s  language,  may  have  provoked 
mutual  aggreffion,  which  otherways  wmuld  not, 
fo  repeatedly,  have  produced  mifunderftandings.. 
That  the  natives  had  not  been  fabhfully  dealt 
With  on  all  occafions,  feemed  evident,  from  the 
prioct:  or  regent  demanding  an  hoftage  for  their 

fafe 
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fate  return,  on  their  confentlng  to  venture  them- 
felves  amongft  us  ;  a  circumftance  that  had  never 


before  occurred  in  any  of  my  vifits  to  the  iflands 
in  this  ocean.  That  they  are  capable  of  being 
taught  by  proper  lefTons  and  examples  how  to 
refped:  the  property  of  others,  is  placed  out  of 
doubt  by  the  exercife  of  thofe  principles  of  redti- 
tude  that  directed  the  honorable  reftoration  of 
the  mulket  and  tools  which  thev  recovered  from 
tea  fea ;  and  this  alfo  affords  reafonable  grounds 
to  believe,  that,  on  their  being  convinced  that 
irregularities  and  frauds  are  not  to  be  committed 
with  impunity,  all  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands 
would  foon  be  induced  to  avoid  dlfgrace  and  pu^ 
nifhment,  and  fecure  the  advantages  refulting 
from  the  frlendlhip  of  the  more  civilized  world. 
We  might  poffibly  be  in  fome  meafure  indebted 
for  the  good  behaviour  of  the  natives,  to  the  con¬ 
fidence  that  the  chiefs  had  reafon  to  fuppofe  was 
placed  in  their  integrity.  This,  when  repofed  in 
their  chiefs  or  refponfible  perfons,  I  have,  in  for¬ 
mer  inftances,  feen  attended  with  the  moft  happy 
^ffe<?t. 

The  people  of  the  feveral  nations  who  hav^e 
vifited  thefe  iflands,  are  well  known  and  diftin- 
guiflied  by  the  inhabitants.  I  was  extremely 
well  pleafed  to  underftand  that  the  three  refident 
men,  though  at  prefent  in  the  fervice  of  an  Ame¬ 
rican;  had  ufed  every  endeavour  to  imprcfs  on 

the 
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the  minds  of  the  natives  the  moft  favorable  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  Englifli ;  and  I  was  made  very  happy 
on  being  convinced  of  the  ftrong  prediledlion 
and  attachment  which"  the  young  prince  had 
conceived  for  the  fubjedis  of  Great-Britain.  This 
prepoiicllion;,  if  properly  cheriflied,  may  even¬ 
tually  be  highly  important  to  the  BritiHi  traders; 
for,  if  conclufions  may  be  permitted  to  be  drawn 
from  the  general  deportment  and  manners  of  his 
early  years,  the  riper  ones  of  this  young  prince 
muft  be  attended  with  a  very  confderable  de¬ 
gree  of  confequence  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
This  prefumption  appears  the  more  warrantable, 
by  the  fplendid  atchievements,  and  the  example 
lie  will  have  had  exhibited  by  his  father,  who  has 
.  railed  hlmfeif  to  the  high  ftation  he  at  prefent 
fills  by  his  perfeverance  and  prowefs  in  military 
exploits. 

The  predllcdlion  of  the  prince  was  not  only 
confpicuo-us  in  the  attention  lliewn  to  Rowbot- 
tom  and  his  comrades,  whofe  perfbns  and  pro¬ 
perty  he  had  made  facred  by  their  conftantly  re- 
iiding  with  him,  and  by  his  making  them  his 
companions  in  all  his  dlverfions  and  amufements, 
but  in  his  having  afliimcd  the  title  of  King 
GcorgG  ;  not  fuftering  his  domeftics  to  addrefs 
him  by  any  other  name,  and  being  much  dil- 
plcafed  with  us,  as  well  as  his  countrymen.  If  we 
called  him  Tamoaere. 


Be  fide  s 
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Befides  the  different  articles  of  traffic  with 
which  I  prefented  this  promifmg  youth,  were  a 
male  and  female  goat,  and  two  geefe ;  Mr. 
Broughton  added  a  third;  and  w^e  had  hopes  they 
were  of  different  fexes.  He  had  ilkewife  an  ewe 
and  a  ram  in  moft  excellent  condition,  left  by 
Mr.  Colnett ;  thefe  had  bred,  but  their  progeny 
had  been  unfortunately  killed  by  a  dog.  Not- 
withftanding  this  accident,  there  was  every  prof- 
peel  of  their  future  propagation  and  fuccefs. 

From  Mr.  Puget  I  learned,  that  there  appeared 
in  none  of  his  tranfactlons  with  the  royal  party 
any  marks  of  external  refpect  towards  them, 
either  from  the  fubordinate  chiefs,  or  the  common 
people.  When  I  was  at  thefe  iflands  with  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook,  proftration  was  very  ufually  obferved, 
and  feemed  then  to  be  demanded  even  by  chiefs, 
though  not  of  the  higheft  rank.  On  this  occa- 
fion,  the  only  clrcumftance  wdilch  proclaimed 
the  prince’s  fuperior  rank,  was  a  guard  confifting 
of  about  thirty  men,  armed  with  iron  pahooas, 
who  attended  him  and  the  royal  perfonages  on 
all  excurfions,  carrying  thirteen  rnufkets  made  up 
into  three  bundles,  with  fome  callibafhes  con¬ 
taining  ammunition,  of  which  it  w^as  thought 
expedient  we  ffiould  be  apprized  previous  to  their 
vifit,  left  fuch  formidable  appearances  ffiould 
create  in  us  diftruft  or  fufpicion.  During  the 
VoL.  I.  C  c  time 
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time  oiir  party  was  employed  on  Ihore,  an  armed 
man  was  fcarcely  ever  feen ;  and  fuch  of  the 
natives  who  appeared  fo  provided^  brought  their 
weapons  for  the  purpofe  of  fale  only. 

About  three  in  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the 
14th,  we  failed  with  a  fine  northerly  breeze  for 
Onehow,  in  order,  whilft  the  decks  of  the  Chat¬ 
ham  were  caulking,  to  take  on  board  fuch  yams 
and  other  vegetables  as  we  might  be  able  to  pro¬ 
cure. 

On  our  arrival  at  Onehow,  we  anchored  in  14 
fathom  water  off  the  fouth  part  of  the  ifland, 
about  I  of  a  mile  from  the  fhore ;  its  fouth-eaft 
point  bearing  by  compafs  S.  77  E.-  its  weft  point 
N.  48  W.  and  the  ifland  of  Tahoora  S.  58  W. 
Finding  the  bottom  here  foft,  fandy,  regular,  and 
good,  I  was  induced  to  prefer  this  anchorage  to  a 
fituation  I  had  been  in,  further  to  the  N,  N.  W. 
as  the  furf  broke  with  great  violence  on  the  N.W^ 
fide  of  the  ifland,  though  here  we  rode  very 
fmoothly.  Nomateehetee  wifhed  we  had  proceeded 
further  weft ;  faying,  the  natives  would  have  a 
great  way  to  bring  us  their  yams  and  other  pro- 
dudlions.  The  ftation  we  had  taken  was  not 
however  attended  with  anv  fuch  inconvenience: 
as,  by  Friday  the  lOth,  in  the  afternoon,  wx  had 
purchafed  a  very  ample  fupply :  and  the  Chat- 
hana’s  deck  being  now^finilhed,  about  fix  in  the 

evening 
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evening  we  proceeded  together  towards  the  coaft 
of  America. 

On  our  departure,  the  two  Englifhmen  with 
our  other  friends  took  their  leave,  who,  for  the 
good  fervices  they  had  rendered  us,  received  ac¬ 
knowledgments  far  beyond  their  moft  fanguinc 
expedlations. 

The  fupply  of  refrefliments  which  the  Sand¬ 
wich  iflands  on  this  occafion  had  afforded  us,  was 
undeniably  a  very  fcanty  one.  This,  however,  I 
did  not  folely  attribute  to  fcarclty,  as  I  had  fre¬ 
quently  great  reafon  to  believe  an  abundant  flock 
might  have  been  procured,  had  we  been  inclined 
to  have  purchafed  them  with  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  ;  with  which,  through  the  unpardonable 
conducfl  of  the  various  traders,  who  have  vifited 
thefe  iflands, .  the  Inhabitants  have  become  very 
familiar,  and  ufe  thefe  weapons  with  an  adroltnefl 
that  w'ould  not  dlfgrace  the  generality  of  Euro¬ 
pean  foldiers.  Their  great  avidity  for  procuring 
thefe  deflrudlive  engines  may  poflibly  have  been 
increafed  by  the  fuccefles  of  Tiaiina^  who,  it 
fliould  feem,  is  principally  indebted  for  his  pre^ 
fent  exaltation  to  the  fire-arms  he  imported  from 
China,  and  thpfe  he  has  fince  procured  from  the 
different  traders.  His  example  has  produced  in 
every  chief  of  .confe.quence  an  inordinate  thirfl  for 
power ;  and  a  fpirlt  of  entprprizc  and  ambition 

C  c  2  feems 
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feems  generally  difFufed  amongft  them.  If  reli¬ 
ance  is  to  be  placed  on  the  information  which  1 
received,  the  flame  of  thefe  unwarrantable  defires 

A 

has  been  ralfed  by  the  practice  of  every  fpecies  of 
artifice  and  addrefs  in  their  European  and  Ame¬ 
rican  vifitors ;  who  have  thereby  enhanced  the 
value  of  fuch  defl:ru6llve  articles  of  commerce. 
For  thefe  alone  the  natives  now  feem  inclined  to 
exchange  the  valuable  refrefli meats,  with  which 
there  can  be  little  doubt  thefe  iflands  ftill  abound. 
The  evil  of  this  trade  will  be  materially  felt  by 
vcfTels  that  may  have  occafion  to  re  fort  to  this 
country,  unequipped  with  military  ftores  for  the 
inhuman  purpofe  of  barter  Vvfith  thefe  people ; 
and  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended  the  mifchief 
will  extend  confiderably  further,  as  we  have  been 
acquainted,  by  the  late  adventurers  in  the  fur 
trade,  that  thefe  iflandcrs  have  tried  various 
fchemes  to  deftroy  the  crews,  and  to  gain  poflef- 
fion  of  fome  of  the  trading  veflels,  in  which  they 
fucceeded  too  well  with  Mr.  .Medcalf ’s  fchooner 
at  Owhyhee.  Thefe  ambitious  defigns  however, 
had  been  rendered  in  moft  inftances  ineffedlual, 
by  the  fuperlorlty  alone  which  the  traders  pof- 
fcfled  in  fire-arms ;  and  yet,  neither  the  convic¬ 
tion  of  their  own  fecurity  being  wholly  dependant 
on  thefe  powerful  means  of  defence,  nor  the  com¬ 
mon  principles  of  humanity,  feem  to  have  had 

fuificient 
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fufficient  influence  to  reftraln  a  traffic,  encou¬ 
raged  by  avaricious  purfuits  in  defiance  of  all 
moral  obligation. 

The  alteration  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
feveral  governments  of  thefe  iflands  fince  their 
firft  dlfcovery  by  Captain  Cook,  has  arifen  from 
incefl'ant  war,  inftigated  both  at  home  and  abroad 
by  ambitious  and  enterprlzing  chieftains ;  which 
the  commerce  for  European  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  cannot  fail  of  encouraging  to  the  moft  de¬ 
plorable  extent. 

If  we  may  be  allowed  to  decide  by  comparing 
the  numerous  throngs  that  appeared  on  the  firft 
vifits  of  the  Refqlution  and  Difcovery,  and  which 
were  then  conftantly  attendant  on  all  our  mo¬ 
tions,  with  the  very  few  we  have  feen  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  the  mortality  muft  have  been  very 
confiderable.  It  may  however  be  objected,  that 
the  novelty  of  fuch  vlfitors  having,  at  this  time, 
greatly  abated,  is  fufficient  to  account  for  the  ap¬ 
parent  depopulation.  But  when  it  is  confidered 
how  efi'ential  our  different  implements  and  ma- 
nufailures  are  now  become  to  their  common 
comforts,  that  reafon  will  not  apply ;  as  every 
individual  is  eager  to  bring  forth  all  his  fiiper- 
fluous  wealth,  on  the  arrival  of  European  com¬ 
modities  in  the  market. 

At  Whyteete  I  had  occafion  to  obferve  that, 
although  the  tow'n  was  extenfive,  and  the  houfes 

numerous. 
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numerous,  yet  they  were  thinly  inhabited,  and 
many  appeared  to  be  intirely  abondoned.  The 
village  of  Whymea  is  reduced  at  leaft  two-thirds 
of  its  fize,  fince  the  years  1778  and  177Q*  In 
thofe  places  where,  on  my  former  vilits,  the 
houfes  were  moll  numerous,  was  now  a  clear 
fpace,  occupied  by  grafs  and  weeds.  That  exter¬ 
nal  wars  and  Internal  commotions  had  been  the 
caufe  of  this  devaftation,  was  further  confirmed 
by  the  refult  of  my  inquiries  off  Owhyhee,  when 
it  did  not  appear  that  any  of  the  chiefs,  with 
whom  I  had  been  formerly  acquainted,  excepting 
TamaahmaaJi,  was  then  living ;  nor  did  we  un->* 
derftand  that  many  had  died  a  natural  death, 
moft  of  them , having  been  killed  in  thefq  deplo¬ 
rable  contefls. 

The  fliort  time  we  remained  among  thefe 
people,  did  not  allow  of  my  obtaining  the  fatis- 
fadory  information  I  fought,  and  which  was  fo 
very  defirable  on  this,  as  wxll  as  on  other  impor¬ 
tant  topics.  This  has  induced  me  to  referve  the 
fubjeCl  matter  I  had  collected,  until  I  fhould  have 
an  opportunity  of  going  into  a  more  corredl  in- 
vefligation  :  for  the  prefen t,  therefore,  I  fhall 
take  leave  of  the  Sandwich  iflands,  by  flating 
the  advantages  which  the  Americans  promife 
themfelves  by  the  commercial  interefls  they  are 
endeavouring  to  eftablifh  in  thefe  feas. 

'  Previoufly  to  the  departure  of  Rowbottom  and 

Willi  ams, 
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Williams,  they  informed  me,  that  their  captain 
had  conceived  a  valuable  branch  of  commerce 
might  be  created,  by  the  importation  of  the  faa- 
dal-wood  of  this  country  into  India,  where  it  fells 
at  an  exorbitant  price ;  that,  in  the  fur  trade, 
immenfe  profits  had  been  gained,  infomuch  that 
it  was  expected  not  lefs  than  twenty  vefTels 
would,  on  thefe  purfuits,  fail  with  their  captain 
(Kendrick)  from  New  England,  and  that  they 
were  defired  to  engage  the  natives  to  provide  fe- 
veral  cargoes  of  this  wood,  which  Is  eafily  pro^ 
cured,  as  the  mountains  of  Attowai  as  well  as 
thofe  of  Owhyhee,  abound  with  the  trees  from 
which  it  is  produced  ;  though  we  were  not  able 
to  procure  any  of  their  leaves,  to  determine  Its 
particular  clafs  or  fpecies.  The  wood  leemed 
but  nightly  to  anfwer  the  defcription  given  of  the 
yellow  fandal  w^ood  of  India,  which  is  there  a 
very  valuable  commodity,  and  is  fold  by  weight. 

The  pearls  I  faw  were  but  few,  and  confifted 
of  three  forts,  the  white,  yellow^,  and  lead  colour. 
The  white  w^ere  very  indifferent,  being  fmall, 
irregular  in  fhape,  and  pofTcffing  little  beauty  ; 
the  yellowy  and  thofe  of  a  lead  colour,  were  better 
formed,  and,  in  point  of  appearance,  of  fuperior 
quality.  Mr.  Kendrick  muft,  undoubtedly,  flat¬ 
ter  himfelf  with  great  emoluments  from  thefe 
branches  of  commerce,  or  he  would  not  thus  have 

2  retained 
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retained  three  men  in  conftant  pay  for  fuch  a 
confiderable  length  of  time,  wdth  a  promife  of 
further  reward  if  they  conducted  thcmfclves  with 
fidelity  towards  his  intereft.  This  proceeding, 
however,  appears  to  have  been  the  effect  of  a 
fudden  thought,  as  it  was  not  until  his  brig  was 
weighing  anchor  at  Onehow  that  he  came  to  this 
determination,  and  landed  the  three  men ;  who, 
in  confequence  of  fuch  fliort  notice  ^  had  no  means 
of  equipping  themfelves,  and  were  left  almofi: 
deftitute  of  apparel.  The  few  clothes  they  had 
were  nearly  v^orn  out ;  thefe  I  replaced  with  a 
fufficient  ftock  to  ferve  them  fome  time ;  and, 
to  add  as  much  as  poffible  to  their  comforts  in 
their  prefent  fituation,  and  to  make  them  rcfpec- 
table  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  with  whom  they 
wxre  yet  to  remain  for  feveral  months,  they  re¬ 
ceived  fuch  tools  and  articles  of  traffic  as  would 
befi:  anfwer  their  purpofe,  and  fome  books,  pens, 
ink,  and  paper,  for  their  amufement,  with  an  af- 
fortment  of  garden  feeds,  and  fome  orange  and 
lemon  plants  that  were  in  a  very  flouriffiing  ftate. 

To  the  care  of  Rowbottom,  who  feemed  the 
mofc  qualified,  I  intrufted  a  letter  of  inftriicHons 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  ftore-fliip, 
whofe  arrival  we  daily  expefied ;  as  alfo  one  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  acquainting  them 
with  the  time  we  had  quitted  thefe  iflands,  the 

ftate 
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ftate  and  condition  of  the  veflels,  and  health  of 
their  crews,  the  route  I  had  taken  to  this  ftation, 
and  the  difcoveries  we  had  made. 

Kendall’s  chronometer,  agreeably  to  its  error 
and  rate  of  going  as  afcertained  at  Otaheite, 
agreed  fo  well  on  our  arrival  at  Owhyhee,  that 
I  was  not  at  all  folicitous  for  any  further  invefti- 
gation.  Our  obfervations  in  Whymea  road  made 
its  latitude  21°  5  7i^  and  its  longitude,  by  the 
chronometer,  200°  18'  15/^  varying  5'  15"  to  the 
eaftward  of  Captain  Cook’s,  and  C45''^to  the 
weft  ward  of  Captain  King’s  afligned  true  longitude 
of  the  roadfted ;  whence  I  concluded  its  rate  of 
going  very  correcft.  The  Portfmouth  rate  fliewed 
201°  40'  45^'.  Mr.  Arnold’s  chronometer,  on 
board  the  Chatham,  made  the  longitude  of  Why¬ 
mea,  accordirig  to  its  Otaheitean  rate,  1QQ°5  8^30^'. 
Our  anchorage  at  Onehow,  by  obfervation,  was 
in  latitude  21^  4.0'  3o",  the  longitude,  -by  the 
chronometer,  199*^  40'.  This  ftation  is  to  the 
E.  S.  E.  of  the  fpot  where  the  Refolution  an-- 
chored,  and  which  is  laid  down  by  Captain  Cook 
in  latitude  21^50',  longitude  599°  45';  confe- 
quently,  our  obfervations  place  the  fouth  point  of 
Onehow  nearly  in  the  fame  latitude,  though  8^ 
further  to  the  weftward,  and  two  leagues  further 
diftant  from  Whymea.  The  Portfmouth  rate 
iTiewed  the  longitude  to  be  201^  5^;  but  Mr.  Ar- 

VoL.  L  D  d  Hold’s 
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Hold’s  chronometer  made  a  much  greater  differ¬ 
ence,  as  it  placed  the  anchorage  at  Qnehow  in 
longitude  IQQ^  12'  15".  At  this  ifland,  we  found 
the  tides  regular,  as  noticed  by  Captain  Cook ; 
.  but  at  Attowai  and  Woahoo,  there  was  a  current 
which  generally  fet  to  the  eaftward. 
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